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Szolnok Airfield is located spproximately four km south of the center of Szolnok
©ity (47° 11' § - 20° 12' E). A concrete rosd 10 meters wide leads from the
city to the airfield, This road wes concrete for three and a helf km and
changed to dirt approximstely five hundred (500) meters from the airfield. The
main identifying mark is the Tisza River flowing in a southeasterly direction
four km from the airfield. Another identifying mark is the Holttisza, a lake

of elongated shape spproximately nime km long and 90-100 meters wide located
ebout 200 meters north apd northeast of the airfield. A small villsge, Irakoczi-
Falva {sbout 200 buildings), 1f situsted approximately 31-4 km southwest of the
airfield. No railrosds lesd to the field.

When I was there, Szolnok Airfield was of curved, almost bocmerang, shape. The
length of the lsnding sitrip was approximately 1,000 meters in northeest direc-
tion., TIts width wasg spprozimately 40O meters, Runways were not of concrete,
but rolled dirt and partly grass covered., There was a concrete ramp near the
two hangars and the two aircraft megnetic compensating roses. There were no
artificial water drainsgs instellations at this field. The level surface made
netural drainsge of rain waiter almost impossible. After a heavy-rainfglg.s largs
areas of the airfield were covered with water pools for several days, reducing
flight operations to zero.

8zo0lnok had two hangers and three large administrative builldings. There were nc .
camouflaged dispersal points for aircrafi, blast pens, or underground hangars.
Aireraft were either parked in the hangar buildings or on the comerete ramp. In
+he event of air alert the aircraft were dispersed in a haphszerd manner, end
could be seen from the air since no camouflage messures were praciticed.

Technical facilities included a Morse code and teletype installation. The tele-
type spparatus, called "HUGES," was of Soviet manufacture, and wag received
sometime in December 1948, This spparatus is currently standard equipment in
the Hungarian Air Forece. It is also used at other military installations. There
wvas 8180 a stationary radio trsnsmitting and receiving station, cperational in
December 1950, which had three auntennae. The Hungerien nsme for the installation
i% Gunio, The redio spparstus itself was known under the term RSZEF, eand is of
Soviet manufacture. This radio installation was to be used only in case of
hostilities, for only & mobile redio transmitting and receiving unit was used

When I was there, The mobile radio station was installed on "Dodge" ~type truck.

-~ .. CLASSIFICATION  SECRET/US OFFIGIALS ONLY

| sTate .

X[ Tx DISTRIBUTION

'ARMY

M X oo x| | FB/ 1X

NO. .
981 61-40

(20)

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/16 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100020002-5



» T e
Declassified in Part - Sanitized’Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/16 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000100020002-5
SECRET/US OFFICIALS ONLY
50X1

D
It has s vertical antenns for fransmitting and s horizontal antenna for receiving, and is
cpsrated by one 2h-volt 150 smp hrs battery. Since the radio transmission spparatus operates
on 500 volts, 2 dynomotor 1s used %o step up the 2h volts of the battery. Transmission snd
receiving range is 150 4o 200 meters., The airfield has telephone service, both with military
ingtallations and Szolnok City. The metecrological station is located in the same buwilding

occupied by the telegraph and teletype office,

Adequate powsr is supplied by the Szeolaok City el=etric power stetion. In the militery
bvarracke 25-watt bulbs were used while in the offices there were 100-watt bulbs instslled.
Strict ordsrs were in force to keap the 1light off in the billets from 2100 hrs +ill OL30.
There were po night lending aids such a3 runwey markers, and no night flying was practiced
at the time T was siationed at the airfield., Also, there were no sesrchlights nor anti-

aireraft guns.

Only minor airersft work wes underiaken at this field, such a# engine change, rewiring and

roubine mab ﬁnmwwm@ work., Overhaul of engines wes done at Szekesfehervar Afrfieid, (47°

09' W - 3187 25° B) Radic repeir fecilities were not availsble at Szolnok, Aircraft redio

gates were removed when repairs wers made, and replaced by & new set. Each YAK-9 eircraft

wag equipped with fowr redio setz of Soviet manufscture., The following are the radio

nomenclistures: “ERESZI-6 (transmitter), ERESZI-6K {receiver), ERESZI-6-1 (direction finder),
. 8C8-3t (identification: +he rscogpnition signal was changed each day)."”

Fuel used at this airfield was of the following cctane grades: B-95 octsne for YAK-9's,
IL-10'% and TL-2's, B~T2 octane for UTP-2 and YAK-18, and 87 octane for YAK-11l's and ARADO
sircraft. Besswman oil uged was Jdasgignated by the following letters: MZSZ for winter use
and MK and MSZ for sunmer use. The oil was chenged avery fifteen hours of engine operstion
in winter season, svery 10 hours in sumner or whenever there was no dusty condition at the
airfield, snd otherwise, every five ('53 hours: the YAK-Q with VK-107 Vikto Xlimov engine
required 680 1iters of fuel per bour (rich mixture) and 380 liters per hour (lean mixture)
flying 550 km per hr., Maximm spesd of TAK-9 sircraft (level flight) wes 673 km per hr
with full rich mixture and 3,100 rpm (crank shaft}. Ratic of propeller rpm to crank shaft
rpm was 1:2. Total fuel capacity for YAK-O was 680 liters, distributed in five fuel tanks,
two in each wing snd one in the cantar section of the aireraft. O0il capacity was 72 liters,
Moat of the fuel, I belisve, was :ﬁnrgr_:?“*sa:& from the USSR, I saw twenty tankers in Kecskemst
railroad station which weare merked Csucesus (Kaykaz). The Csepel refineries in Buispest -
are “pr@d*k im,g 95 o tane M*J.*'_v (&4} suwlmen Ap‘p oﬂm‘tely 200 bwr«ﬂls of gwoline a:nd o;LL

ﬂapucityn A sml fuel @t@rcge mnamfﬁng ul

E&eh bartfe“i Was Of appru,xg:;ma{,e"v 2 11?1“
et Thers wae also a modern water supply system, with

30 barrels wag locsted on the &
one eleciric water pump of 12 horsepower.,

Flight cparations sare possibles during the four seasons of the year, During December 1557
there was practically nc spow o *hiz ave=a, Prevailing winds are from the northwest,

8ix three-gtory buildings were completed Juring 1950 as housing for merried officers., Esch
building eould acecommolate approximetely twenty families, Three rooms, including bathroom,
were asgigned 4o each Tamily,

The only baslc flying school irv Hungary, Killian Gyorgy, is located at Szolnok airfield,

Lt Col Leszlo Hubs was in charge. and Lt Col Tetvan Hegyi wes the Political Officer, Lt Col
Zhigarov of the Soviet Air Fores was the sheool adviser, Lt Col Istvan Emmerling was the
school Deputy Commending Officer, A Lt Junior Grade wvas the school counter-intelligence
officer. There were approximately 500 students., One hundred were taking navigation and

the rest were being trained a# pilots, T do not know how many instructors were assigned +o
thiz schonl. Pilet training was accomplished on ¥YAK-18 sircraft (i6 afec in #11). Two LI-2
sircraft wers utilized for mavigsticn training. ILeangth of the course for pilote was two
months of lectures and one menth of sctusl flying, Advenced flight trainicg was accomplished
at Kecskemet Flying School. I think that the navigetor's course was of three monthe Jurs-
tion, The claes hours for b@*h pilots and pavigators were from 0800 till 1500, uninterrupted,
for six days per week, The dinmsr period was afier 1500, Politicsl indoctrinetion lechures
were given every day for two hours., The mechanics received two hours of political indoctrize-
tion each Mondamy. Flight training was sornducted every day including Sundays s weather
permitibing, frem 0800 to 1600 hrw, Maintensnce persommel worked from 1600 o 2100 or 2200,

In the event faulty work was performed the whels erew wag restricted foz“ the veek end, Scope-
times maintenance pergomnel wers accused of ssbotage.

Fiitht fraining formations comprissd “wo, thres or four aireraft ss follows:

T + T -\-“Y_r -i-—ﬁ-
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9. Esch aviation cadet at this school, whether pilot or navigator, wes required to make six
parschute jumps during his training pericd. During the first three Jjumps the parachutes
were opened automatically, but each cadet had to pull the cord himself during the last
thres., All six jumps were made from an saltitude of 800 meters. A paratroop Captain,
probably from Paps Airfield, was the school instructor. I do not recall sny case of
parachute failurs. Each cadet was equipped with two parsachutes. The regulsr parachute
worn on the back was designated as PD-6, possibly of US msnufacture, The reserve pars-
chute, a Soviet type, wes worn on the chest. The material of the Soviet-type parsachutes
was of inferior quality ss compared tc the US type. There was no air-to-air aerial gunnery

training at this school.
]
3, In Decerber 1950, thers were the following types of sircraft at Szolnok Airfield:

16 YAX-18
© 2 LI-2 (DC=3)
8 IL-2
6 YAK-9
6 ARADO-96
2 ZLIK

L. The points hereunder refer to sketch, Enclosure (A): i

Point

#l6oo00o Landing area of the airfield. Covered mostly by grass and rolled
dirt, Dimensions approximstely 1,000 meters long and 400 meters
wide.

#2 & 3.. Two hangsars. Constructed in 1949 of reinforced concrete., Length
40 meters-width 20 meters. Each hangar could accommodate approxi-
metely 20 YAK-O-type aircraft. Hangars were appsrently built on

. ) weak foundations because they were sinking into the ground {about
T 30cm deep by December 1950). -
o #0000, Conorete ramp, approximately 30 x 20 meters, used for megnetic
compensating of saircraft.

#5,0000. Concrete road five meters wide which did not lead outside the
pirfield arsza.

#6.0000. Empbty buildings in neglected status,

#looooo. Parachute juwp training site. This is a wooden parachute jumping
tower approximately 20 meters high.

#8,00oo. A single story brick building utilized for canteen and barber shop.
Dimensions: 30 x 7 meters. .

#9.0000. Guard house, Single story building constructed of bricks., DIimen-
gions: 50m x 8 meters.

#10.00000 Water well,

#1leoooo. Three-gtory building constructed of bricks, spproximately TO meters
long snd 20 meters wide. In this building were housed the following:
teletype and telegraph office, photo laboratory, shoe repair shop,
wood work shop and link frainer.

#12....., Two-story building constructed of bricks, spproximately 40 meters
long and 12 meters wide. This building housed the counter-intelli-
gence personnel. This was the counter-intelligence center of the
training branch of the Hungarian Air Force. In addition the
engineering office was loceted in this building.

#13. 00000 Small fuel storage for gasoline and oil, Approximately 30 barrels
stored in cpen sir.

#k..0oo. Excavation site for the underground fuel storsge tenk.

#15, 0000, Two=-story building utilized as militery barracks, Dimensions approxi-
mately 70 meters long 30 meters wide. Constructed of bricks. It
housed spprozimately 80 men. The building had camouflsge paint from
the war period. Mo#t of the buildings on this airfield still had the
wer time camouflage coating. '

#1600000-: Iron g'-'tea

#7...... Dirt road which lesds to Szolnok city.
#18,4,8,C Underground air raid shelters constructed of bricks, These shelters
: were being reconditioned.
A9, sosoo,. A barn for horses used for transportation within the airfield.
#200“”};- Garage. Constructed of bricks approximetely 50 mpeters long and 15
4 peters wide, Could accommodmte approximetely 20 frucks,

o
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#25.00000
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#36. 0000
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Two-gtory dispensary. Constructed of bricks. Approximately 20
meters long and 10 meters wide. Could accommodate up to 50 patients.
Empty, single-story dbuillding, constructed of bricks. Possibly former
office bullding.,

Water basin. Constructed of cement. Approximetely 20 meters long,
15 meters deap. It was not filled with water, however.

Military barracks. Three-gtory building constructed of bricks. Ap-
proximately TO meters long and 20 meters wide. Housed pilot students
and mechanies.

Two-story building constructed of bricke, spproximately 20 meters long
and 15 meters wide., Housed the finsnce office.

Sports field, Approximstely 100 mebers long snd 40 meters wide,
Military barracks, Three-story bulilding constructed of bricks.
Approximately 7O meters long and 20 meterts wide. Housed school
students,

Dre#sing room for the sports field. ’

Swimming pool, Constructed of concrete, approximately 30 meters long
and 8 meters wide.

Open area used for storage of gasoline., Approximately 200 barrels
wvere $tored here in December 1950,

Classroom buildings. Constructed of bricks with steel sheet roofs,
Buildings were three stories high, each about 7O x 20 meters.

Two-story building constructed of bricks. First floor contsined the
student® mess haell. On the second floor was the movie hall and
theater, called the "Cultursl Hell,"

Military barracks. Thres-story building constructed of bricks, ap-
proximately 70 meters long and 20 meters wide.

Warehouse. Single-story building constructed of bricks. Approximstely
40 meters long snd 15 meters wide., Roof was covered with red tile,
Storage for sircraft spare parts.

Aircraft mmchine gun testing ground. Here the synchronization for
sireraft machine gune firing through the propeller was conducted. The
concrete are=a covered sbout Sm x 5 meters.

Earth mound.

Airfield gate and guard house.

Bachelor Officers'quarters, The building was constructed of reinforced
concrete, and was two stories high. It was approximately L0 meters long
and 15 meters wide. The building was painted in light yellow color.
The roof wes covered with tin sheets.

Three-story buildings comstructed of reinforced concrete, each spproxi-
mately 40 meters long and 10 meters wide. Roofs were level and covered
with tin shests. These buildings were occupied by married officers and
their families. Painted in light yellow color.

Two-story building constructed of reinforced concrete, approximstely 40
meters long and 10 meters wide. Roofs were level and covered with tin
sheets. Painted in light yellow color. Buildings were occupied by
bachelor officers.

Holt Tiszs Lake shoreline. The Lake was spproximately Okm long, 90 to
100 meters wide and 5 to 8 meters deep.

5. The points hereunder refer to sketch, Enclosure (B):

Point

#l-oonoovo
cceoo600

#Bnnoooon

#gaoooooo
#3beooooo

0006000
#5eooosoe
#60005000

Szolnok Airfield.

Radioc transmission sand receiving (GUNIO) station.

Concrete road leading to Szolnok City, spproximately 10 meters wide
and in poor condition,

Dirt rosd leading to Szolnok Airfield.

Dirt road leading to Rekoeczi village.

Rakoezi Village, approximately 200 buildings. Population 1,5C0.
Civilian Glider School, insctive in Decenber 1950,

Bridge over a depressicn. It was constructed of concrete and was
approximately 300 meters long. This bridge had spproximstely 100
supports arranged in three rows.
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#Tovosaso Bridge over Tisza River., Metal construction, approximately 80 meters
' long, with four piers.
#B.oooeo Tisza River, Approximately 70 meters wide at this point.
Small airfield known by the name of Szanda. The landing sres was ap-
proximstely 1,000 meters long and 400 meters wide., This airfield hed
grass landing strips. It is located 1,500 southwest of Szolnok and
sbout 2,500 meters northwest of the main Szolnok Airfield, It was
cperational enly during dry weather. In the Spring and Autumn this
’ airfield was flcoded by the Tisza River,
#10.00000 Flat, uncultivated srea, mostly gress-covered,
#Flicosss Zagyva Rivulet, Usually dry during the Summer.
#1200.000 Radio stetion "PETOTY." Tt hsd one tower spproximstely 100 meters
C high,
#13.0000. Concrste covered road to Debrecen, 10 meters wide. It was in poor
7 condition.
#Filooooss Szoluok Ciby,
#1500000. Suger FPsctorv in Szolnok, It hes three smokestacks constructed of
" bricks, esch %0 meters high,
#16.c.00. Esrth dam approximately 5 meters high. It was constructed for the
protection sgainet Tisza River floods.

coos00T

=end =

ENCLOSURE (A): Memory sketeh of Szolnok Airfield.

ENCLOSURE (B): Memory sketch of Szolnok Airfield surrounding ares.
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(unretouched)
Memory Sketch of Szolnok

Airfield (47° 11' N

20° 12¢ E)
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20° 12' E)

{unretouched)
Memory Sketch of Szolnok
Airfield Surrounding Area

(47° 11' N
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