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The production of textiles is the most important industry in Bulgaria. The
industry is concentrated in the following cities, listed in the order of
their importance: Gabrovo, Sofia, Sliven, Plovdiv, and Stalin (formerly
Varna.)
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Bulgaria's present production of cotton is the same as it was before the
war, about three to four million kilograms per year.

[ |this is to be increased to about six or seven million kilos, but
do not know the date when this target is to be reached. 50X1
Before the war 50% of Bulgaria's cotton imports came from India, the. re-
mainder from Egypt, South America, and the US. Today, Bulgaria imports
only Soviet and Egyptian cotton; 18 million kilos annually of the former
and about three to five million kilos of the latter. |
\ |The Egyptian cotton comprises
only very fine grades, while the Soviet cotton consists of much coarser
grades,

Bulgaria buys almost none of its Egyptian cotton directly from Egypte.
Instead, the USSP purchases it from Egypt and then sells it to Bulgaria.

\ lthe reason for this procedure is that the USSR lacks
sufficient spinning capacity and therefore purchases cotton for processing
in the satellite countries, afterward buying the finished textiles from
‘the satellites,
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5, “Most of the hemp required by Bulgaria is grown domesticelly, Most of the
50X1 country?s flax requirements must be imported, Prier to the war, Bulgaria
"imported flax from Italy and the Bal tic States. |
50x1 | w

6. Wool produced in Bulgaria is coarse. Before the war, Bulgaria lmported
soxq  Australian wool from Emgland and weol thread from Germany. |

50X1

‘Spianlng snd Wesving Cipaciiy

Te In 1939 the inventory of cétben spinhing mechimery in Bulgaria totalled

. ..2L0,000 spimning spindlss no spianing machines have

50X1 “been imported since that time except for & 60,600 spindle mill purchased
from East Germany in 195051, It is plamned to increase this capacity
‘through tha impertatien of an additlemal 60,000 spindleés of spimning

50X1 méchinery by 1953, In Bulgaria | the average 1ife span for

spinning machines is thirty years, -

8¢ Inm 1939 Bulgarisn spinning miils; werking two eight=hour shifts per day,
‘preduced sbout 20 milliem kilegrams of cottom thread ranging from #8 to
#36, with #16 being the aversge, (These figures refer to the British
system ¢” issignating cetton thread.) iApproximetely 50 to 60% of the
thread pro.iced was £16, the remainder being divided among Numbers 8, 1f,
2L, &nd 36, 2fter the war the trend was towerd the production of coarser
“threads, so that zmuw spproximately 50 to 60% of cotton thread output is

"% In 1939 the invemtory of wool spinning machines ranged fromtwo to three
~thousand spinning spindles for weol (Streichgarn) and about 1500 for
worsted (Kammgern). No additiemal -machinery has been imported eince World War
50x1. 1L, and| ‘mons 48 scheduled to be Imported,
‘Wool spinning capacity is insufficient to keep the looms fully occupied;
hence 50% of Bulgarisn requirements for cloth and thread have to be
imported. '

10. In 1939 there were approximately three to four thousand spindles for

4 “spinning hemp and fisx in Pulgaria, Thére-have been n6 imports since that

'50X1  “$ime, ard, | none are plaiined, Most of the
méichines are 50 to 60 years old, =

11, 1In 1939 there were ‘dpproximetely seven-thousand looms im Bulgaria for
Weaving cotton and silk and approximately 25560 heavy looms for wool
cloth, There were smother thousand looms for the weaving of hemp ‘and flex,
"No new machines have been imported since that time, narare any such imports
scheduled at the present time,

12, 'One of the bottlenecks in the Bulgarien textile industry today is machinery

for processing cloth inte finished %ext{lé products, ie, dyeing, mercerize
ing, laundering, pressing, and buttonholing machines.

tile Plants
13, 'The two largest prewar cotton spinning mills iu Bulghris were "*Bulgariaw
in gorns Banya near Sofis and ®Tsar Boris® in Varna. Each contained
“gbout 25,000 spindles.
1, Today the largest spinning factory would be the 60,000 spiniirg spindle

"“installation purchased from East Germany. It is called *Textilna Viakna®
- 50X1 ‘dnd is located, in Nadezhda, & villige near Sofii,
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i§. The largam coblon weaving ,%‘zw"wwy before the war was "Portuma® im
"Hadezhda, which cowbaiusd sheut 700 looms,

16, ‘Since the metiowalization of {mdusiry in Bulgaris, the textile imdustry
© "has been wrationslizedw, that ik; asmy swall factories Hive been combined
“into larger omes. The wamw*& pelisved that’ great inersases in
“Gdpacity could bs schisved by this methed, but from my eXperience in the

“fextile industry, *rationslization coild result in Ao More 50X1
tian a 10 imeredse In sapacity. ‘ ,

Mmg of Textile Machinery

1‘?.' Bulgwiala TCENAT im*miow of tsxtile machimfy gime from a number ef
‘differant f@migm nawilac burerys, Howerer, most of the machinery ine
‘sfalled during *hhe immedidte prevar yeara wds of Germen mamufacture,

Sin o e ond of World War II, Bulgaria has not imported any textile machinery

_ heept for sccessories snd spare parts ond a spipiing mill purchesed dure

‘ 1540 from Eastern Gefmany, This was & cehydets mill which included-

) aﬁ preparatory equipment, 68,008 spiuning ﬁs}pimdlm, and 20,000 twisting
“spindles, taxtile mach ﬁmw azenf actering fimm of Tmaiﬂ@ehler and
,Gay in oo haw, Zaxemy, furnished the prepatvatery mschinery; the Tirm

v ﬂwmm itz bupplied %be spinming fremes, while the twisting franes

: sd from the Hamsel Firm in Chemnitz, Whsss ire the prewer mames

1mns; they have stece been inteprzbed inte YWB Pextima,

te wpindles Far rr:mtmmmt in mxiating spimning mchinor )
Ter do Thommite, & antiofrigtion besrings in the’ Go e
rhed by Thal fira from Western Hebwamy,

.............

19, “gnittis

d other tyoes 01’ textile meedles bave alwsys been &
‘bottle ariam bordile industry, Buﬂgm {a has been buying @s
“Hghy nee ds 4t ~mﬂdz Bnidl 1945, the firms Waddfabrik,
ﬁhwmmz 30

5} and Haddfabellk, H@ahsma‘wm in aa:xtmyi ‘both

“part of mapplicd BOT of Bulgarints reg iiraents, but in'the
ast w0 ve  deeressed- mmidambly. _Bulgaria hes
“‘also' be’m ag and sewing meedies from the 'praat German
.fim, Grats & Beckert in ﬁﬂmimmma Baden, Spam parts for seuing uehinu
is mnother item which was in copzisznt demand, and, 1ike nesdles, has been
Included 1in every tride sgresuent conmcluded belwsen RPastern Germany and
Bulgarim

‘20, f,,ﬁa:r*a.ﬂ;%mm on Bastern Gormany and the USSR. The VVB

Pextina s 4 seienars fhes) in ¥eustedt néer Orla is fho

Eest gev Tiew. fé@‘*m’@ World War IT, thé dard clothing for.cakion cards
minufact; this tira wes wade-of cottm:, singe World War IT it has been
made of o se fiber and to & Yseser degree of sotton, Card clothing

“made frowm sellulose fiber lasts two to thres years; thet made from cottonm,
thres to five years, The Heustadt plant alzo furnishes Bulgaria with card
clothing for wool cards, waish is mere diffirxmlt Yo manufacture than cloﬁ-
ing for cotton pards. 1L consists of seven layers of cotton Interspersed
‘With rubber, while olothing for colton sards comsists of five 1lyirl of
cotton with uo rykber im belwesn,

“Hnd, ‘ L, Predustion of nmtim ﬁmhina%v

‘21, Bpare paris for old mmmmm in textile plants are usually made to order
in Bulgarian machine shopse Shuitles are prcdwad demestically of besche:
wood which is not very aafoi.,fmtw bacause it has a tendency to splinter
8nd has 8 short 1ife szpactancy.
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22, The only complets textile muchines: nampfactured in Bulgaria are same
©° small looms and auxilisry textile machinss of - trima kinds ymdumd in
guall maching shepss The Bulgarian Jovernment plans| 40 pro= 501
duce more snd mofe of its own téutile michimery requiremenis, As &
‘beginning, they &'s how tyimg to start production of bpire parts which,
over a period of yearp, will probably 2dv [ %o ﬂm ttage vhere completu
' nachinos of ‘simple degigm will be pr'o&nc_ ' -
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