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The promotion of Cepicka to the ramk of army general ard assigai
him the post of Mimister of Nationmal Deiemse created an umfavorable
reactioa among the officers. Cepicka is not a career soldier; he
does not have the least understandimg of military problems. It
was clear that his promotion was purely political and that his
appoiatment would mean a complete new series of political purges

“in the army and vitimately complete subjugatiom of the army to the

tactical manusls in 1951,/ \

Cormunist Party. These fears were fully justified; as soon as
Cepicka toock over, new severe purges bagam, affectimg the Quarter-
master Corps in particular because Cepicka wanted to wim the com-
fidence of the erlisted man by betiterimg his food. The Sovietiza-
tiom of the Czech Army was quickly completed.

The pres-World War II Czechoslovak military doctrime was entirely discarded

and a Soviet doctrine imtroduced by the mew issue of field

|
\

[The

manuals issued after 1955 were either translatioms of Soviet manuals
or based on the Soviet doctrime, The followiamg illustrates the
differemce in tactics betweem the old Czechoslovak Army ard the
Sovietized one,

(8) Offensive warfare

{1) The former approach march and approach, which began as
soon as the marchimg formatiorns reached the arsa
controlled by emremy field artillery (about eight lan)
were replaced by the attackimg march which ends in meeting
engagement. Coverimng elememts durimg the march, fromtal,
flank, amd rear guards, were replaced by frontal, flank,
and rear shieldimg detachmemts; accordimg to termimologye.

CLASSIFICATION SEGRET/SECURITY INFORMATICN

b Vet

Sab!

Iyl i i M o — 1

50X1

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/05/01 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200180003-6



. R e . ]
Declassified in Pa’rx}[\'- Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/05/01 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200180003-6
SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATTON 1 soxt

-De

The composition of these detachments wag changed as well;
according to the former tactical principlesa, an Infantry
regiment was covered by an advance unit of battalion strength,
This battaliéon sent forward as its cover one company, the
company one squad, the squad its riflemen, and these ware
covered by individual scouts. According to the Soviet manual,
& battalion is covered by a Platoon, strengthened by a o
detachment of heavy weapons, This platoon is covered by one -
squad, and the squad by & palr of scouts.

(2) According to former tactics, the infantry, after jumping off
from the line of departure, advanced into the line of aBsault
by rushes and without halting for any length of time. f'his

- advance was supported by HMGs, apart from artillery. HM@s
were located in a so-called Pire base (which was Immediately
behind the line of departure), and they advanced after the -
supported -unit had reached its first objective. At present,
the infantry advances from the line of departure into the line
of assault by degrees from one phase-line to another. The )
phase-lines are pre-determined according to terrain features
at distances of approximately 150-200 m. A%t thesge phase-lines
the infantry halts for four or five minutes, digs in and opens
fire with all avallsabile weapons.® The supporting HMGs are
incorporated in the attacking formation and fire from their
respective phase-lines. '

(bj Defensive warfare

(1) 4s far as static defense is concerned, special emphasis 1a
- placed on the tenacity of men with high morale to hold the Y
posltions. 1In order to achieve this, extensive political ca Y
Indoetrination is used to iinoculate each man with the realizs-
tion of his individual responsibllity for defense. The hatred
of the enemy is one of the means used te attain this aim.

(2) The deployment in a static position remained unchanged in

. prineciple. The .terminology was adjusted to that used by the
Soviets., A more substantial change took place in assigning
defensive tasks to units of battalions or lower levels.
Instead of the former frontal defense sectors, these units
‘are now assigned areas (rayons) of defense, each consisting
of three basic terrain points. The individual commanders are

. personally responsible for holding these basic points even if

encircled.

(3) A further ch e has taken place in the cover of the main line
' of reslstance defense), Instead of the former advance guards
which consisted of a scout echelon and a combat echelon, at
precent so-called combat cover 1s sent forward as cover. Thus
a battalion would send forward one platoon about one to one and

one half km in front of the main line of defense. The squads
of this platoon would be deployed 1n a line and each of them
would defend an area of resistance which would result in their
mutual protection. Each squad would cover itself with a pair
of guards,

(4) So-called amritank company arees or antitamk battalion imots
are organized in the direction of likely enemy tank attacks,
A company artitamk area consists of one rifile company, three
to five AT guns, one to two ligh® - antitamk weapons (bazookas
or AT rocket launchers), HMGs, and mortars. The battalion AT
know comprises 12 to 15 AT guns,
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The Communist propaganda tries to create the impression that the
Czechoslovak Army l1s a tool of the working clasa for the safeguardieg

of "the social progress achleved by the February putsch, This progress
must bé safeguarded ageinst internal énemies and the aggressive Western
Powers., The greatest emphasis is placed cn the propaganda that the main
task of the Czechoslovek Army is to safeguard peace in close cooperation
wlith the 8oviet Army. A serles of facts contradicts this camouflage of
the peaceful mission of the Czech Army, and, in Tact, proves the exact
oproslte. If the Communist government of Czechoslovakls really com-
gldered only defense, it would concentrate on defense measures alcmg the
Western frontiers and place more emphasis on defensive warfare in srmy
schools and courses and in the actual training of troops. In reallty,
however, & process 1s under wey of quickly reorganizing an army made

up primarily of prevalling rifle divisions into an army of mechanized
and motorized units., Evepry =ffort is being exerted toward schlevimg a
higher degree of battle preparedness for offensive action, The
following facts 1llustratse this:

(2) Since early 1951, all officers have been tralned in the operstion
of motor vehicles.

() All students in officers' training sehools are taught to operate

. motor vehicles.

(e} 1In August 1951, there was a sudden transfer of 150 young infantry
lieutenants to the tank corps.

(d) The automobile plant Tatra in Koprivamice /TH936N-1809E/ was changed
from a clvilian sdministration to a military one at The beginning
- of 1951; there was a complete. switch in production tc army trueks,

(e} There was an intensification of training in motorized and mechanized

warfare in the Infantry Offlcers'! Training School in 1951-52,

(f) The tactical problems dealing with offensive warfare make up three-
. fourths of the problems dealt with at the officers' school.

(g) Offensive action was the subject of four out of five of the
tactical problems during the military refresher schooling of the
instructors and staff officers of the Infantry Officers: School in
the 1950~51 school year,

(h) ﬂ;\gj 5ox1"
all the Infantry Divisions N
vorized and each division and infantry rsgiment was

to have a tank unit as an organic component.

-end-
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