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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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Y Le There uﬂqml%z? 8 -great feeling of dissatisfaction and unrest in Haiti,
with Magloire's Government held entirely responsible by the pecple. Unless
drastic reforms are quickly instituted, there is every indication that a
revolution will ocowr within the next six months, or within a year at the
outside. The general feeling among Haitians is that Magloire's Governmsnt
is doing nothing to advance the people's economy, nor is it cognizent of or
interested in their problems. The government is rife with graft; in faot,
the entire regime has broken down into commuial rule, with regicnal lesders
dictating to their responsible areas as they sse fit, and buying favors
from the government to sult their individual purposes.

2. . For example, natlion-wide land reforms are initiated by the government, but
‘ are then ignored in most of the districts by the individual leaders who
' refuse, for personal reasons, to observe the law, and who then gein release
from having to do so through graft. As a result, agricultswal advencement
is sadly reterded; natives work hard and relse their crops and are paid -
accordingly only six monthe out of the year, and live on credit the balance
of the tiike. No new crops are introduced as they could well be, and the
ecountry's economy continues to suffer. ‘

3.
25X1

L, If -the government requires additional money, it boks immedlately to the
merchant and the businessmen. This is accomplished by the government's
public accountants who demand to see the businessman's books at any time
during the year; any error found in bookkeeping is fined from three to ten
times the amount of the error. Another method of obtaining funds from the
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. businessman is to ask for donations to a civil or communsal cause;
" if the donstion is refused, the man is fined twice the original
request on some trumped-up charge s Needless to say, the money so
received, never goes to the intendcd cause, but is dissipated among
many hands, and dlsappears. The Chamber of Commerce is powerless
to represent the businessman in such unfair practices, for it is
completely dominated by the goverriment.

5. Recent funds were allocated to al | to rebuild
25X1 Haiti's sedly neglected roads. Again, the pecple feel that these 10
or 12 million dollars will be so badly handled, through graft, that
the intended reconstruction program will result in possibly 10 per
cent of the total estimated work.

‘6. . The only person in Government championing the people’s cause in Haiti
2EXA +todey] lis Daniel Figmole, & Deputy. from Port-su-
.. . Prince, who 1s fully awere of the needs -for nationsl: reforms and a
. bettermént of national economys He is extremely. populer among the
_people of Port-au-Prince, but it is said that he might be egually
critical of another government if it did not see things his way.

* Although eléections aré supposedly free, nobody really feels that they
are conducted in a fair manner. As a result, the better educated
people , the merchents and businessmen of Haiti.do not even bother to
vote in elections, since they feel the military control the end

. results, is, is. another indiestion of tevolution as the only remedy

" 56 Teforis "
. Comnmunism has been virtuslly wiped out of Heiti today, and it is
" egtimated that there are no more than five hundred party members in
the country, In addition to strong government contfols, the people
~have become disillusioned with past Commnist leaders, who hmve pro-
_mised them the ‘moon, -and after being supported, have sbsconded with .-
the funds. The nationalistic movement in Iran, however, has been
followed with great interest; the feeling emong the people is that

‘any coming revolution would go hand in hand with the exiling of all
foreign influence, short of US assistance. s :

8.  In that respect,.the thinking people-of Haiti genmerally feel that it
“7 ' 4ould be a great mistale for the US Government to give financial aid
.. to the Haitisn Government, -without personally administering to its
25X1 e distribution. ‘
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~ I_ |II1 fact, the

" ayerage Haitian would welcome the recurn of US occupation forces &g 1t
ifox;nlerj.y exist_e;l,

.-

Qs -- Finelly, there is a desperate need for a better educational system in

) Haiti today. Only those who can afford it, receive a formal education,
and TO per cent.of the ‘children go completely uneducated. In Cap Haitien,
the second largest_ city, there is-only one private school. . Rural schools
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s¥e only open when weather permits; transportatiod is usually ifpos-
sible, the schools themselves are falling apart, and orly ‘open subject
t6 the whims of the teschers, who continue to draw pey regardless of
their presence. This lack of educational facilities, together with
the burden of taxation, has-taken the desire for sdvancement odut 'of
the hesrts of the young Haltians, Even those who:can afford it,.
greduste only to earn jobs thet will supply them with sufficient
funds for amusement and entertslument. Doctore' sons no longer
follow their fathers' professions, nor do lawyers' sons or other
proflessional pecple.

. = and =

25X1

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2003/08/06.: CIA-RDP82-00047R000200430003-8



