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50X1
rye, wheat, ocats, and bl.rlqd principal cereal graines. .,y
In 1932, sccording to the information a nekiy snd Lysbsnskiy MISs,
which combined about 300 kolkhogzes, the wheat crops smounted on the average

to 8 centmers per hectare; rye, 11 centners; and osts, 10 ceptners. In

1933, the average wheat crop wes T cemtmers per hsctare; rye, 9 centners;

and oats, 10 centners (& centner equals 100 kilogrems).

The 1934 crop situstion in Sovkhoz wss differeat. There, only 6 50X1
centners of whest per hectare were collected, due +0 the terrible, ary

winds prevalent during thet year. Moreover, becsuse of the shortage of

gpare parte for tractors snd sgricultural implements, 35 ¢ of the

tractors were out of repsir, sad we were, therefors, late with the sovwing

and dropped the seeds imto the dry earth. The crops were: barley, 11
centners per hectare on the average; rye, T cemtners. The cats pelrsshed
almost completely; we did not collect enough even for the sowing. As far

a5 wheat was concerned, slthough it had been sown auch earlier than usuel,

it yielded 4 centners per hectare. In order to combat humidity, tha Pecple's
Commisssr of Sovkhozes ordered through the Party orgsnizatior the sowing of wheat
by hand in spite of the fact that snow still covered the fields im places.

In three days, 150 persons sowed the land vhich had been tilled back in
autumn, seeding it betwsen the tilled but umharrowed ridges. Ian a fow days;
under the sction of dry winds end the sun, the ridges turned into dry clods.
When it beceme possible to harrow the soil and we broke up the clods, the
grain wes found exposed, dried out by the wind, and unable to sprout.

In 1935, the standing wheat crop after flowering wes sctimeted =t 2k ~antners
per hectare. But vhen it came to harvesting, the yleld was only 9 ceminers
per hectare, because the crops had been infected with rust end kidney vetch
[zona, provably misprint :m z0la/. Bresd baked with this wheat wes dark

and bitterish in taste. ollected 11 centners of rye, 9 centners of oats, and
9 centners of barley per nectare on the average, The crops in the kolkhozes sur-
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There was just one method for estimatimg crops. A gpecial commission des-
ignated by the Rayon Land Section from among its own membership and augmented
by people from Party organizatiorns ; and the authorized agent of the People's
Conmissariat of Supplies visited the fields twice, the first time, immediately
sfter the flowering of the greins, and the secord time ; when the grain vas
fully rips. The commission cut the grain in several sectors on an area of

one square meter. Thege ears were dried in ovems and the grai:r was threshed by
hend and weighed. Let us say, 140 grams of vhest wers obtained from one
square meter in the first sector, 150 in the second, 160 in the third, and
110 in the fourth. These figures ware added and a total of 560 grams vas
obtained. This divided by four gave an average of 140 grams of wheat per

one square meter on all sectors; 140 was multiplied by 10,000 square meters N
meking 1,400,000 grams, or 1,400 kilograms, which is equal to 1L centners.

The cormission drew up a statement, whick was signed by the commission and
the sovkho 1khoz administration, tc tbe effect that the vhest crops

in Sovkhox bad been found toc average 1l cemtners per hectare cm the 50X1
entire area sown with wheat. The quantity to be delivered to State grain
elevators was assessed on the basis of such a document. This method of
estimating crops helped to turn hundreds of responsible workers into slaves ?
because the real situation after the crops hed bsen collected never correspone
ded to that envissged by the commission. ' 50X1

50X1

Of courss, nowhere and never 4id those figures represent the real situation

on s farm after the harvest. The difference between the estimate of standing
crops and the yleld after threshing fluctuated between two and four zentners
per hectare. 50X1

2!

There were alweys losses of grain during the gathering of & crop ®oth in
kolkhozes and sovkhozes. The losses, as mentioned above, smounted on the
aversge to 2-4 centners per hectare; they almost never varied. 501

50X1

The main reason for losses during the harvest were as follows:

Poor organizstion of lasbor. This poor organization stems from 4he fact that
neither the laborers nor the members of the kolkhozes and sovkbozes have sny
interest in production.

Absence of personal initiative. The absence of intersst and individnal ine-
iative in the kolkhoz men is explained by the fact thet they are paid for
thelr work per work-day after the State taxes have been turned in, after
the MTS hes been paid in kind for tilling the soil, after the seed reserves
have been set aside, after the insurance end cultural funds have been set
aside, after the kolkhoz livestock has been provided with fodder for the
next year, after a fund for public construction has been established; and
after graln has been delivered in payment for the “voluntary" State loans.
After all these items have been taken care of 5 one or two kilograms srs
left [o be paid/ for a work-day even in the best of kolkhozes vhile in
the mediuwm and poor ones only 300 grame, st most, 1 kilogram are left for
& work-day.

There is no initiative in the sovkhozes because a laborer makes at most
120-150 rubles a month working 10-12 hours a day. In eddition, one must

teke into account the poor housing conditions, the collective quartering
of workers in houses and hotels; the shortage of food, clothing, and fooctwear,
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the strict finencisl discipline, and chesp rrices peid by the State for
grain and meat. Money alloted to a kulkhoz for living expenses covers
only 50-60% of the needs of the kolkhoz members.

Inadequate technique, the sbsence cf spare parts for tractors and complex
agricultural machinery, the absence ¢f adequate numbers of msle workers

and the shortage of specielists and mechanizstion promotors who understand
the machines are further reasons for iosses during the harvest. In additien,
there is & custom in the USSR of flooding the kolkhozes and sovkhoues during
the harvesiing season with "volunteers" from towns and cities in order to
help with the gathering of crops. These workers srrive in a kolkhor or s
sovkhoz after a hard working day in their industries snd are obliged to put
in another three or four hours of work in the fields. Students who have
dreamed of a vacation are driven to work in kolkhozes and sovihozes. Kom-
somols end Ploneer schoolchildren, whc have dreamed of enjoying nature ) are
8lso forced to work in the kolkhozes. All theze "volunteers", whc have no
idea of farming, who work gratis, without incentive ; Whe heve neither know-
ledge nor physical ability for such work, are omly s burden on the kolkhoz
food supplies and do more harm than good to the kolkhoz.

But the State ignores this and sends tene of thousands of tham to the country,
because it 1s afraid lest the crops be left for the winter under tre snow.
It chooses the lesser avil: It is better to suffer s loss of 2-4 centners
due to the exploitation of strangers who have nothing to do with agricultural
economy than to leave the crops in the fields for the winter. 50x%1

Another very important cause is the absence of transport in the sovikhozes 50X
and kolkhosee. In order to deliver 7,000 tons of grain during a veriod of
20 harvesting days, from the fields to the Jtate grain elevatcr ) & distance

of 30 kilometer:z in the specific case . needed .o transport
250 tons a dsy, while | in the sovkhoz were four
trucks, Sixty trucks were sent down from towns, but 504 of them 50X1

were under repair or were completely lacking in spare parts. These wwca
were loeded directly from the comi:i:nes end carried zrain to the elevator.
Every trip of every truck showed a shortage of T0-80 kilograms of grain;
sometimes the losses amounted to as much as one centner, The drivers and
loeding men did not steal the grain en route because they were accomsenied
by & Party member belonging to the organization. Because of the shartage
of grain sacks, however, the grain wse poured diractly into the vehinles,
and this caused considerable losses due to the movement of the truecksa.
These are the mein causes of losses of crops. Secondary losses wera sus-
tained in the cutting, stacking, dryimg, transportstion to threshing
machines, threshing, or rainy weather, etc. 50X1

50X1

50X1
that crops in the USSR will not Lmprove

in the next ten years under prevailing agricultural conditions. If ron- 50X1

ditions are imopr _be increased. but very slightlyy v s0%1
10-15 4. | |

This 10-15 % improvement in the crops will be achieved throwh 50X1
forestation, construction of irrigetion systems, and sn increase in the
production of mineral fertilizers., With respect to organic fertilirers, 50X1
there never will be any in the USSR, because kolkhoz men are deprived. of

the right to own livestock; and livestock in kolkhozes does not easily
increase bezcause the kolkhoz mer sve no interest in it, The abzance nf
rrivate initiative, the intensification of Party and political control,

the resultant enslavement, the miseralle existence of millions of pessants

and the absence of any hope for the future, restrains the peasanty, or

rather strengthens the passive resistance of the peasant masses against
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the Soviet regime. It is absurd to maintain, as the Bolsheviks would have

it, that crops will be doubled in ten years. Where there is no free economic
initlative, no political freedom, where a man cannot enjoy the fruits of his
own labor, where he works under the whip, in fear of death or completa slavery,
the level of a free producer cannot be attained. A number of methods are

used by peasants in their passive resistance in the field of agriculture.
Among them are the following: The kolkhoz men in the role of passive resis-
tance egainst the government almost always are late with the sowing in the
spring and in the fall. They do not sow 8ll the grain intended for sowing.
They till the land badly and sow weeds on the black soil. They pollute the
wheat with oats, barley, millet, and other cultures; they deliberately augment
the losses during harvests. They stack so that rain may peretrate inside the
stecks. When they thresh, they place the drums in such a mammer as to prevent
the ears from being thoroughly threshed. They are late with the repairs of
sgricultural equipment. They bulld the threshing floors in such & way as to
increase the losses in threshing. No Party comtrol is able to detect cr
prevent sll these machinations.

= end ~
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