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1.

Security Measures snd Controls

The pegests (dlstrict) of Niteure, Latvia /51 ° ok 'North-25° 14' Eaet/
tekes its name from the small settlement of Nitaure which is actuelly

the sdministretive center. The pagasta wes sbout seven km wide and 15 km long
/See .Enclosure ( Being sn inland ares of no importance, there were

few restrictions placed upon the Latvian people during the first Soviet
occupation (1940-1941); the inhabitents were permitted to travel freely.
There were no military installations nor sensitive industries in the
pagaste end therefore, there were no areas forbidden to the people. Neither
were there eny check points., In April or Mey of 1941 the SBoviets began

to issue special Latvien-Soviet passports to replace the old passportis

of the republic, However, these were only given to the residents of the .
lerger cities and communities. They did not get around to issuing them

to the people in the rural areas; the pagsports of these rural people

were merely stemped., In June of 1941 the Soviets begen to issue a special
type of passport to certaln people who were to be deported. These people
were, in effect, stending by for deportetlon when the Germans invaded the
country. Because of the repid Soviet retreat, they were unsble to carry
out their deportation plens for these people. I do not know of the ex-
igtence of any of these passports in the US. There were no special doc-
uments or ildentification cards issued in the Nitaure area.

Data on the Surrounding Aree

The terrain of Nitsure is primerily rolling. To the north, north-west
there are small hills and valleye, the hills rising ebout 120 meters.

The edministretive center, Niteure, is built »n a smell knoll vhich rises
ebout 50 meters or so. Throughout the entire ares .here were numerous
trees, primerily pine end white birch. To the north, north-west there
were fairly heavy, wooded aress. Then, too, each farm hed & wooded

plot. There were thickets scattered throughout the aree.. Being primerily
fermlend, there were many plots of high grass that would be cut in

the fall for hay. The pasture sress were usually of short grass with
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+tall trees scattered throughout. -Hazel mut bushes, blueberries, straw-

berries, raspberries and thorn apples grew in ebundence.
@ﬁtviajﬁﬂﬁﬁ ;

3, There was no industry in the pagasta; all of the lend was ‘teken up in
epall. farms.. - Theground hes very few rocks and is essily cultivated.
Each ferm had fruit trees of apple, pears, cherries, plums ond some
other samll fruits. Wheat, rye, potatoes, beets, turnips, and most
types of small garden vegetebles were the common crops. The growing
geason 1is from about the end of April to the middle of September. Bach
fam was falrly self-supporting, having cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens,
turkeys and horses. Most of the farmers mede thelr own cloth from wool
from sheep grown.on their farm, There being no railroad at Nitaure, farm
produce for market was taken by wagon to Ligatne for rail shipment to

. the latger citiess « .. : :

4. The main rosds from Nitaure ere, (&) to north-wect to Ligatne where it
connects with the Riga highway, the principal highway in all Latvia;
(b) south and west to Malpils; {¢) south to Zaube znd Medliens end east
to Skujene. The road to Ligatne was paved with esphelt, the only hard-
top roed out ~f Niteure. The other main roads were of sand and gravel
with =211 secondary roads of dirt. All were sbout 18 feet in width, round-
ed7in the middle.to provide draimagé- ahd “with shoulders-of about two feet
sloping off into ditches on. either side. The denger spots were merked
with metsl signs about two fedt -Equare ‘indtcating the type of ‘ddnger with
& cumve, dross road-etc.; théy hed no printing on'them:: The'roads ‘were
nuy identified by route numbers, however; -at‘cross ro#ds ‘there ‘ware "
woodeh -§igns:showing. the ‘dirdébvion to the various townse Then, too,
when leaving the pegaste there would be a wooden sign indicating the pa-
geste into whigh oné was;entéring. During the heavy winter snows, travel
ves difficult and horses and sleighs were used almost exclusively, .eX=-*
cept for ‘& motor bus which ‘traveled to Rige-and in between ‘points, In”
the. summertime. there was ‘2 lot -of yellow dust which roé‘g from the yellow
gand ‘ubef:vglr-} the roads. In the spring end Wet weether the seéondary dirt
Wi wer8 Vely iiﬁ'élg?r except where -bhey hed ‘been graveldd’, - There was hot
too much trafficion the roads 4n the'Nitoure ered. ' Thers wers 'nd ‘more.
i’ ten motor -vehicles, ‘frcluding ‘pabsenger cars end‘trucks. ' All ‘other
trevel wes by horse snd Wagon. The  Niteure-Ligetne rded vwes the most . .. ..
treveled route because of the rallroed depot at Ligetne. ~During hervest
time there was s grest deal of local wagon'traffic on'ell roeds. ' .7

5, I hevs outlinedowamap the pagasta of Nitaure [A'va'llable on lean from CIA Map Li-
brary/. As can .e seen there was.no speciul patitern. The administrative centers
of eath pagasta were about seven to ten km spart. . The boundaries of the pagastas
were not.officially marked with merkers except by the férmers living =
on, such bounderies;. they would- thén place-stone markers on thelr farms
showing the pegasta in which they wefe loceted. ’ Themn, too, @8 T have
mentioned there were roed signe showing the boundariesy The edmin- = "
istretive center of Niteure was-quite small. Here were loceted the’
Russian:Orthodox Church, the Luthéran Church; the: Post' Office (“and telé-
phone.and’ telegreph: center) the séhool house, berbsr shops; sapothecary, '
deiry, flour mill, lumber mill, coop store and the secretary of the dis-
trict, . Other then thé people connected with these offices and organi-
zations there were very few other residents. I have drawn the attached

.. sketch [See Enclosur 7&)7 from memory to show the layout of a typical ‘administra-
tive center... . . e Co cnina

6. Lhout five km.to the west, north west of the Nitamure pagasta there be-
gine s swampy erea.which i5 consldercd the best hiding place’in all Latvia.

Tt wes, formerly an old lake apd stretches to the west for-about 60 km. |
There are tumerous small, pine covered islets in the swalpy area as well
es high bushes which offer excellernt 'conceslment both or the ground and
from the ailr. . Various types of edible ‘berfied cen-be found “in ‘the ares,
mostly cranberries. 'Then, oo, there are fish and siell geme 'such as
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rebbits and some wild birds. - During both the: Soviet and later. the Germen
ocqqpat;gnq,_mgnympeople hid- successfully in this swaupy eres.

Located in the Pogt Office at Niteire were the telephone and telegraph
centralss: The wires were strung mainly. along the roads lesding to Ligetne

and’ to Mslpils. end Zeaubes. The first electricity was brought to Nitaure

sbout 1942" from Madliena which in turn. got it from the mein Latvian power
station at Kegums. Previously, & fermer nemed Ziemels hed & smell wind-
mill driven pover plent:on his farm which provided electricity fgr hims
86If and two oF three neighbors., This was. the. only electricity in the
gree prior: to 1942, There were no air fields in.the pagesta. . The -only
slrplene that ever lended in: the area. was- &’ samll German observation
plene that made & forced landing near Ligetne.. I recall thet it.had &
‘great deal of difficulty in teking off because of insufficlent space.

However, there were some cleared fields that were fairly level where I

believe smallisirplanes could land end teke off; these sreas:would: be. in
the wouthern portion of the pagesta and. with. earth moving machines,. sult-
able-landing strips for larger planes could be: made.. oL R

“Sociological Factors | -
‘A8 T have mentioned, the totel pépu:l.a‘ﬁion of the Niteure kpa.gasl'jbaf in 1939 .

‘wes -sbout 1500 people; the total number of familles was about k00. At
thet time. there were. sbout fifteen women to esch nsn, - There were one oI
4wo: Paltic Germen families but ‘these left when repatriation, begen in
1989+ - The balance of the people were Letts, . During the Germen:. occupa~

“tion Soviet grisoners of wer yere brought in and used Yo assist. the
.vérious fermers.. . S - SRR L e T e

'I‘hé G cvloihes worn by vthe-b.mﬁ,jvoz"i‘ty‘of the »iiegp:l'.je w'ez;é- of bvhgmé_mq.de WOOLls.

_The winter dress wes usually & knee-length leather coat . (sometimes lined
writh sheepskin); sheepskin hets {with the:smooth legther side out) and-

highilesther boots.- Trousere were grey wool and shirte of ;either ;wool
or: cgtggg{g;»_’)Sl‘uzx_@griq.x_',@al.:.wa.s usually &, palr of ‘lightwelght wool 0T cotton
troligers and s white shirt. Insteed of . the. ususal necktie, -everyone wore
‘& thin embroidered, string-type tle.. The .native, Latvien dress was worn
only ioh. nationsl festive occasions. Men who were. indafficdel positions
wore ‘suitsiof. the western style, "the .meterisl being purchesed at the -
local: cooperative store and tailored by .one of the three talloxs who did
work in their home. Most of e women wore woolen clothes in winter and
cotton or linentin wumper, depending: on. their podifdonic. Alk mede their

0 a8 i

own clothes at home with the exception of a:rfew:who hed ‘certain. type. .

, jults and-heavy' costs tailored. Many- aifferent typés of cloth:could be::

chssed :at.the cooperative store. There was no distinctive clothing for

g

' 51"7‘&;6‘ pegastes A wes cotumon ‘throughout . Latvis, most men's. suits were of
grey-wools. . - o e e e R

[T

The 1iving conditions of the peoplé were excellent. There was plenty of
good food end clothing, even though much. of . the. latter was. homemade..

ILiving in'rurel aress.they guffered from veyy few disemses, Some of the

comnon types of disssse vere measles, pneumonis, .and isolated ceses.of.
Jetndice and diptheris.; ‘Séhool: children were examined every :four months

by & doctor and treated for any afflictions they hed. There were few
;cripp}giﬂaﬂgjygytbgfmﬁy@sgn@ezgym@ggugpubymﬁggiagnxauinhﬁhn.fnrestauoma,

on V'bhe farm.

The. p,a.gaita.;.had-i two ‘chi:rchea » & Russien Or‘bh'od.dxi _wi'bh about.five hundred

members end. s Lutheren with ubout one’ thousand members. Everyone got a-
long well together end there were few dissgreements. All were deeply
eligious.

50X1

- end -

ENCLOSURE (A): Sketeh Showing. L;&ou’d of Pagasta of Nitaure, Latvia
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SKETCH SHOWING LAYOUT OF PAGASTA OF NITAURE, LATVIA
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