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chemical warfare leboratories| f
The laboratories were in the Lelortovo (now Beaumanskl)

25X1

Rayon of Moscow, near the present Militery Chemical Defense Academy. The labora-
tories were under the Chief Militery Chemical Administration of the Soviet Army
(Glavnoye Voeuno-Khimicheskoye Upravlenie RKKA) in Moscow. The VIA (Voenna
Tekhnichiskaya Akademiys - Military Technical Academy) in Leningrad also existed
at thet time and ofTered courses for the chemical, communications, engineering,
and armored services. In 1932, this academy was abolished and separate military
> echnical servicee. \

~_Jchickens dving from exposure o some polson gas, pPer-

heps yperite Jmusterd gas/. | |
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There were about 25 chemists at the instellation end[__ Jit wes en 25X1
25X1 important activity. Of course these laboretories would be old fash-
ioned and the science undeveloped compered toc present conditions, [:::::::::] 25X1
25X1 ‘
2.

3. Dissemination of toxics by means of aircraft was considered the best method in
theory; in practice little was done in this Field. Only liquid toxlcs were to
be digseminated from aircreft. As this was considered the most efficient method,
defense agalnst it was stresseed. Thelliguid gases which were to be disgeminated
from aircraft were of two types: a) "stoikiye" (long lasting, ie two or three
deys), such as lewisite and yperite; snd b) "ne stoikiye® (temporary, ie about
one hour), .which would poison enemy persomnel but not the locality. .Considered
28 methods and eguipment of secondary importence were chemical mortars, chemi-
cal artillery shells {to he used primarily by divisional artillery), and metal
gas cylinders. l

25X1

[fﬁfregard to war gases, it was thopght perfectly
possible that they might De used. It wes always stated that gas would be used

25X1 only in retaliation,[47 ,one should not place tbo
much reliance in this statement: Instruction was given concerning the use of
fleme and smoke., There was ouly one type of flame thrower, a portable unit which
could be carried on = man's back. The seme unit was used in tanks. "Neutral”
amoke was used for camouflage purposes and irritating smokes were utilized to.
produce tears and difficulty in breathing.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400520009-0



k,

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1 L_¥

6.

Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400520009-0
. CONFIDENTIAL

-3-

There were two types of independent chemical service units: the.chemical compeny
end the chemical mortar battalion, The Soviet Army T/Q provided in theory ‘for.
quite & few chemical units. Quite frequently, prior to mid-19hl, the units were
actually to be found.in the army. Both the chemical companies and the chemical
morter battalion.were asglgned to army end were to be attached to divisions as
negded. The battalion was to be used only in the offense| |
| | The compeny wes to be used for either offensive or defen-
8lve operations. 1In event of chemical warfare, the company would use metsl:gas
cylinders end utilize liquid gas te deny terrain .to the enemy. . In defense, it
would engage in guch & 8 eminetion, |
In theory, -there was to be &
chemical platoon in regiment and & chemicel company in division. In practice, . .
unlte such as division and regiment generally had -only en officer with the title
of "nachalnik khimsluzhbi" (chief, chemigal service), who was assisted by one
other chemical officer. The "nachalnik" was cherged with having a plan ready,
in case. of need, to form quickly a chemical platoon or company. Some chemical
equipment, was available in the "til" (rear area), . Each soldier had a gas mask,
Each- compeny had an NCO who acted as chemicel instructor, teaching the soldliers
use of the ges mask and decontamination procedures.. The NCO instructors were
taught by the "nachalnik khimsluzhbi." [ |the chemical plaetoon wes
s defensive unilt only, charged with such tesks as deconteminetion erd use of
masks. - In areas behind the combat zone, orgenized chemicel unlis were available
in:cese of need. During World War II, or at least up to mid-1942; there were no
chemical unite on the front; only the "nechalnikil khimsluzhbi.” At leaast: one
reason for this was thet transportetion and other facllities were lacking except
for the most vitel operations, and the chemicel service epperently was not con-
sidered to be in this category. The milltery districts each hed one, or more
independent chemical companies. The one in Central Asis wes located in Dzhembul.
In theory, it was to expand into two or three chemicel comfanies”on mobilization
and be attached to army. However, the cbemical units
were left behind because of the lack of transportation end other fecilities.

[information on. two. officers yho weré connected with The

chemigal service.. Mejor General (fnu) Vershinin [Eis rank was equivalent to
that:of Brigadiev.Ceneral in the Us,ﬂrmi7 attained his rank after World Wer:II.

He is-mot the-same person as the Marshel of the Air Force of the same neme.

In 1939~1941, Vershinin was a colonel in charge of the chemical troops.of. the
Central Asian military district, The troops. consisted.of one chemical. company,
plus the chemical officers attached to units of the other arms, such as the infan-
try. Vershinin was about 35 years old| |

[ Major General (fnu) Viezanichev resched
this rank prior to World War 11, BHe was s senior. instructor of tactice.of chemi-
cal troops at the Chemical Academy. On 20 Jul 41 he was assigned as "Nachalnik
Khimichiski Sluzhbi Severnovo Frouta" (Chief, Chemical Service, Northern Front}.
\he was abgut 42.yesrs

of age. |

L/’__«

Chemical reserve officers attending the Froliche.camp were given a four months'
course, from 1 June until 1. Octoker, . About 30% of instruction hours was devoted
to general tactissand tactics of chemical units; this included study of topogra-
phy. The balance of theoretical imstruction dealt with theory (primarily orgeni-
zation) and practical doctrime of the chemical service. Manuals were used a8
textbooks, Practical work at Froliche was extensive. -Bach officeg student
played the role of an enlisted man,zin tbat,he-pgrformed all the tasks which a
chemical ‘service soldier was expected to know. To real gases were used at Fro-
liche, except during one or two demonstrations. Practicel work conslsted of
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« vérious.activities. One was the use of. decontaminatlon equipment.  Two-wheeled
ecarts. and- trucks sprinkled "khlornaya izveat".[ﬁélcium'hypochlorite in order
to decontaminate an eres. JDecontamination showers were elgso used. - There were
tank trucks designed to spriunkle ligquid polson ges. There were metal ges cylin-
ders. - Gag masks were of course avallable. There were "dimovii ‘shashki® . (smoke
cens), -which were designed to be ignited end left. burnirg in popltion. There wes
a tenk company, congisting of 10 T-26 tenks equipped with fleme throwers, for
use ageinat personnel .end pillbokes. In addition, there wes & chemicel mortar
platoon, equipped with 122 mm mortars.  In regard to textbooks evaileble for
students and for instructors, they were.the seme. They consisted of menuals on
the orgenization and functions of the chemicel service, of technical booklets
for each type of chemical equipment and decontamination procedures, and of train-
ing booklets prepared by the Chemical Academy. The training booklets dealt in
detail with such subjects &s chemical support for an infentry division in the
attack, in defense, and on the march. the reserve officer stu- 25X1
dents were individuals who hed previously slready studied chemistry and related
subjects and were brought to Froliche in order to be orlented to the militery .
service, - . . ‘ e .
7. The militery faculty of the Military Chemical De’unse Academy was attended only
by ermy. officers. .The two technical. faculties obteined thelr students direet
from high school and appointed them lieutenents. These students, during their
Pirgt. pummer at the Proliche cemp, were- taught.basic tactics. The senlor stu- )
dents from the technical faculties of the Chemical Academy who vere attending

25X1 Froliche ' |ned, of course, already been studying science .
for four years. .In regerd to thelr curriculum at Froliche| | - 25X1
25X1 L_ assume they elso had prectical work, Thelr stay.at

Troliche was normelly from 15 Mey until 15 September.:

8. Soviet chemicsl warfere equipment cepeble of offensive use included mortars;
metal gas cylinders, smoke.cens,. chemical artillery shells, flame throwers,.
and sny substitutes for VAP (Vilivnii Avietionii Pribori - Airbvorne Spreylng

.« Bguipment). Def ve eaquipment consisted of ges mesks (besically similar to

25X1 the Germanﬂmaskafnii____g__ﬁgg________f___1. decontemination equipment, end
protective clothing of varlous types.. | | the 25X
same type of.flame throwez was used whether it vas carried by -the Individual
soldler or tenk-mounted. In either case, the fleme thrower wae considered to
beia part of the.chemical service. -The . flame thrower was not effective beyond
25 meterss ..The:metal gas cylinder wag ealled "gazovi balon dlie gaze puska”
or, .simply, “gazovi balon.” It. could be used when it was either in an erect
or prone:position. There were different sizes. It wes similar to the eylinders
used for oxygen in hospitals, but. lighter and shorter; capable of being carried
by one man. It was intended to be opened when the wind was blowing in the desired
direction so that the gas would be carried toward the enemys Only non-1liguid gas,-
ndephosgen” /3iphosgene?/ .. - vas intended to be used in such an operations
{here were also metal cylinders for liquid gas and these were used to Till tank
trucke designed-for the . ges. In.additien, metal gae cylinders were used in com-
bination with crop spreying eguipment in airceraft, in place of the non-exlistent
VAP. . . . ’ .

25X1 9. | |ehemical warfare demopstration cerried out by well-trained

25X1 troope at Froliche | | The troops, in protective cloth-
ing and mesks, first conteminated an. area by using ‘bank trucks which sprinkled ..
real 1liquid. poison.ges. . The quentlty of .gas: used, . however, was smeller than
under actual combat conditioms, thed chemical warfare veen practiced. The area
wag then deconteminated by means of "khlornaya 1zvest" sprayed from trucks.

. Decontaminstion shower tents. were erected. Finelly, the vehicles were decon-

taminated by means of & chlorine solution. The use of tank-mounted flame
throwers -and smoke cans was also. demonstrated. -

25X1 10. r blﬂchgu‘x‘icélj,air traini
camp hear. Makat

[it wes uninnebited and suitable

Tor that type of training, and indeed probably appropriate for testing of atom.
bombs. In theory there were to have been chemical aircraft bombs, .for spreading
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of liquid gas, but there were none. Because of the lack: of sultgble:egulipment,
the month's course at Makat:'consisted mainly of theoretical. 1nstruction, which
could have been given ag well in Moscow. L . . Lo

In Legerd to the chemical gummer. training camp at Froliche, it was attended by
all the students of the Chemical Academy. (except, .as indicated above, by senlor
students of the Academy's military faculty). and by chemical reserve officers.
:One - tank company was permenently stationed. .at Froliche. It consisted ‘of . the
107 T-26 tenks eguipped with flame throwers, which were considered to belong to
the Academy. There were also one chemicel mortar platoon,. one.gignal compsny,
and an edministrative compeny. . There were .no unlts engaged in . exercises at
Froliche. Three kilometers south of Froliche there was & small depot for polson
gases which might be required for training purposes. ' It was empty et times.
There was & smell chemlcal laboratory at Froliche intended for use only if
something unexpected happened, such as & need to check whether gas containers
were properly sealed. The real laborstories were at the Academy. There were no
facilities. for the manufacture of chemicel agents at Froliche.

In %égérd to Soviet chemical schools other than the Military Chemical Defense
Academy in Moscow, there was & militery chemical -chool (voenno chimicheskoye

25X1 ~ _uchilishe) which gradusted lieutenants for the cuemical services I
[ Some of its graduates later attended the mllitery faculty

25X1

25X1

13.

.of the Military Chemicel Defense Academy, . In the army proper. there were from
~two thousend, to three thousand chemicel service officers.. In peacetime, there
was & -chemical officer in each infentry regiment.and artillery regiment;. two

or three chemicel officers on division staff, plus chemical units. The Militery
Chemical Defense Academy also offered "chemical scademic courses™ (khimicheskiye
ekademichiskiye kurei) for capteins and majors, prior to their advancement to
higher renk. The course wag offered about every two years, had.only approxi-
metely 30 or 40 students, and lasted ebout eight.or nine months. | ]

| in regard to civilien insti-

tutions, there were chemicel instlitutes and also universities .hed chemical facul-
ties, There were also military chemicel research lsboratories, probably all in
Moscow. | they operated more or less indapendently .except thet
they were all probably under the .over-gll authority of the military qheminal
administrahion. . . B . :

25X1

| 25x1

in 1936 and 1937 :chemical exXperiments were .gonducted

It central Asla - in ohe Golodnaye Steppe, 120 kilometers southwest of Tashkent.
I have no information on, these experiments. s LT LA

a

L oee

-end-
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