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1. There was gemerally mo through treffic om the 12 Central
... Asian. o covered by this report. By lack of through
' treffic, ; no vebicles such as buses end trucks traveled thesgj 25X1

2, The Tashkent - Ura-Tyube roed /see Enclosure A/:

&

{a) The Chirchik River wes nine kilometers south of Tashkent by road.
There was much traffic to and from the river om this stretch, because
sand and gravel were needed for comstruction work im Tashkent. At
times there were perhaps ome thousend or more trucks per day travellng

. pver this sectiom., There was little traffic from the kolkhozes and

" there were few vehicles available there, The inhabitente used more
the Begovat - Tashkent railway for their travels., From the Chirchik
River to Pskent, about 30 trucks and cars per day went over the road.
The vehicles came from rural "raikoms" (rayon committees) amd from
kolkhozes, The latter sent out vehlcles to brimg back goods for the
gtores of the kolkhozes, Cotton was usually brought out by camel.
The section of road from Pskent to Ure-Tyube was traveled by five or
ten vehicles per day. The motor road which paralleled the railway
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had appréxima’bely the same traffic pattern, wlth the exception of the heavy
truck treffic to the river found om the main road, 25X1

(b} The direct road, mnot paralleling the railway, from Teshkent to Ura-Tyube:

(1) The Taghkent-Sayat section had a sand roadbed sbout 15-20 cm shick, Some
a’c.retches were paved with cobblestones (12 cm thick) amd others with
gravel (20 cm thick, in three leyers). .The roadmms cembered so that it
would drain and had ditches. '

(2) The Sayat - Ura-Tyube seeuion vas not paved. TIits first 50 kilometers

was not a resl rogd at all. ©One just drove over the loess and the route
i had been made wide by preceding traffic. The 72 kilometers |from Dalverzin

te Ura-Tyube was en improved dirt road. It was, however, much worse to
drive over than the first 50 kilometers, It was marrow (from 7 to 10
meters; le twowl.ane) » went up and dowm through cotton fields, had ditches,
but no adequate drainmege, There was no rcadbed. When it rained im the
gutumn, the roal became a gea of mud and wes not used.

(c) The road from Tashkent to Ura-Tyube, which paralleled the railway, very fre-
quently (sever or eight times), crossed amd criss-crossed the railwaey., Then,
nine kilometers south of the Syr Darys River, it crossed to the west side of
the rallway and paralleled it comsistently. This road wee built later and at
& more gradual pace than the main Teshkent - Stelinsbad highways; The road
went through Yamgi-Yul (or. the Kaufmenskays reilwey station), "poselok™ Syr
Darys, Mirzachul, aad Uma.tyevska.ye. station. From that point it wemt on with-
out the railway to Ura-Pyube, The 68 kilometers frem Tsshkent to Syr Darys

"pogelok” was surfaced with gravel. It had a sand roadbed, was cambered,
and had ditches, The 92 kilometers to Ursatyevskays had gravel in some sec-
tmns. Of the 4l kilometers to Ura-Tyube, 39 kilometers were paved with

~ ceb’blegtoneﬁ, The roed here was omly three and one-balf meters wide, ie
one-l&na had no roadbed and mo effective draimege. All the rest of this
Tashkent - Yra-Tyube road had two lames. ‘The last two kilometers of the road
ran along a small, shallow, gravel riverbed, '-The mein purpose of this road
was to serve the sovkhozes amd kolkh@zes, particulerly those growing cotton.

The Samarkand Guzar section was art of the Smrka.nd Kiteb - Guzar - Derbemt -
tor r Eee ¥nclosure. B/. The most important part was the sectlon

from Guzer gouth to Termez. The Samarksnd ~ Kiteb part of the road was fairly

important, but_the Kitab - Guzar sectlon was mot, because it was paralleled by a

railvay, The whole route was an old Czarist post rosd, which had been used to

carty the mail and by travelers Journeying to the garrison tovn of ‘Termez, =~

It vas a'@irt road segeept’ for some sections which were surfaced with gravel.

The traffic was light; averaging spproximately the eqnivalent of 10 vehicles

meking & rewaé. trip per- 24 hours.

(a) The Sanarkaud - Kitab sectiom bad the heaviest traffic , about 20-25 vehicles
per day., The quality of the rced was goed, It ran for the mosi part through
mountains, The road hed & dirt surface snd the soil wes rocky, making a good
foundation for ﬂriving. The width was seven meters (twae-lane) end there was
drainage. There was nc roa.dbed,,

() The Kitsb - Dekhanabad (ha kilometers south of Guzar) section was poar. There
wag no rosdbed, except for 15 or 20 kilometers where. the road was surfaced
with a light coating of gravel. The whole Samerkand - Termez road, except
for these 15 or .20 kilometers in the difficult Kitab - Dekhansbad (formerly
Gmn‘.sraliak} section had no roadbeds This sectiomn from Kitab to Dekhanebad
was nine meters wide and had no draimage. It was comstently in a state of
deterioration from the passage of motor vehléles, as was the stretch from
Dalverzin to:Ura-Tyube mentioned sbove; It waes almost impasseble during. the
heavy rains of December and January. The traffic. on this section was the
lightest for the whole road, becsuse it was & tad section and was alongside
& railwey. Approximetely five vehicles traveled it a day.
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The Dekhanabed - Shirebed section ram through mountains and was seven meters
wide, It hed a dirt surface but ran over hard soll and had dralnage. It was
better then the Kiteb - Dekhanabad portion. Traffic was ebout the same for

. both sections. .

(a)

(e)

(£)

The Shirebed - Termez section was 51 kilometers in length. . No ro-d hed ectu-
'ally been built on this stretch, except for the erection of two or three wooden
bridges. One drove more or less where omne wanted over the steppe. All the
other sections of the Semarkand - Termez rcad had required road constructionm.
The Shirebed - Termez section wes sbout 100 meters wide. It wae a good route
as it van over hard rocky soll. There was no real drainage, It was traveled
by about 20-25 vehicles per dey. This was falrly sizesble treffic for Central
Asis and wae to be found on this portion beceuse there was & rallway station

in Termez snd Shirabed was e sizesble smell town, situated in a cotton growing
reglon,

The Samerkand - Termez roed was important stfategicallyh It would be valhable
in any military movement southward sgeinst Afghanistan, le the fortress at
Mazer-i-Sherif. A road led from the latiter location to Kebul.

The dirt road from Derbent via Balsun to Stalinebad was considered importent,
a® it wes the only motor road to Stalinabad, except for the one from. Ura-Tyube,
The latter route was closed by snow in the mountains during the winter, le
November - April. The Derbent - Stelinabed.road was open all year. It was
sbout seven meters wide, had no roadbed; but did have scme drainage. .Traffic
on the streteh from Derbent tc Beisun wes only sbout five vehicles per dey, as
it was for that matter from Derbent. to Shurchi statien, a distence of about

90 kilcmeters. There wus even less traffic from the station-on to Stalinabad.

The motor road from Ashkhabad to Kizyl-Arvat and soubhwest to Gesan-Kuli /see
Enclosure 97 ghould be consldered &8 one route, rether then the Ashkhabad - Kizyle

Arvet - Kazandzhik road. The route from Kizyl-Arvat to Kezendzhik had no import-
ance., A road was never really constructed on this stretch, although one could
drive over open country. En route to Kezandzhik there were gheep and goat kol-
khozes, As & result, there was some traffic, perheps five vehicles per day. )
The desert began after Kazandzhik. The Ashkhebad - Kizyl-Arvat - Gasan-Kull road
is. & strategic ome, as it would serve as the route for militery movement against
Iren in event of hostilities.

(ka)

()

The Ashkhabad - Kizyl-Arvet sectlion paralleled the main railway from Tashkent
vie . Samerkand to Krasmovodsk., The railway waa single~track end broad gauge.
The motor road was ar improved dirt+ ome, ebout 12-13 meters wide. Some parts
merely went over.the hard groundof ihe reglon and these parts were the best

for traveling. There was no roadbed and little drainsge. It was an all-seascn
route. The motor road ren on the north side of the railwey, usually very close
to the railway, and d4id not cross it. There was very 1ittle traffic, at most
the equivalent of five machines per day, round trip. The vehicles belonged

to kolkhozes and to officials of "reikoms" (reyon committees). The traffic
near ‘Ashkhebad was somewhat heavier, about 10-15 vehicles per day.

The road turned southwést from Kizyl-Arvat to Gasan-Kuli on the Caspian Sea
neer the Irenien border. This was e more importent stretch of the road as

4t 4id not perallel a railway. The Atrek River which forms the Soviet-Iranian

border in this area flows into the Casplan at Gasan-Kuli, The terminue of the
Trens-Irsnian Rallwey (Abaden = Bandar-Shah) is near there. The motor road
was an improved dirt road over hard soil. In the mountains it was five to
seven meters wide, which mey be considered two-lane. It was wider elsevhere.
There wes no roadbed, a little drainage, .and prectically no bridges. Drainage
at streem crossings was achieved by paving a "lotok" (trough-shaped spot) with
cobblestones and permitting the water to paes over it, One drove through the
"1otok"., Particularly in the years.immedlately preceding World Wer II, the
military authorities requested the Turkmen SSR to meintain the road in good

e Republican authorities did scme maintenance work on it.
at present /19547 the Soviet military also see to it that the
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road remains in proper shape. The goll of the ares draing well. There are
practicelly no fields along the road and therefore one is not limited to a
narrow route.  The road was used for meneuvers several times. Except for
spring and early summer, there was no water available.on the section of road
from Kizyl-Arvat southwestward for sbout 40 kilometers, untll the road reached
‘the Atrek River. Water had to be brought in by reilway to Kizyl-Arvat, The.
traffic from Kizyl-Arvat southwestward for about 25 kilometers to the turn-
off to the Kara-Kals Valley consisted of about 25 vehicles per day. From
the turnoff to Chap, there were about 10 machines. From Chap to Gasan-Kuli 5.
there were only about five vehicles. Most of the military transportation,
both of men and supplies, was by the Caspilan Sea from Krasnovodsk to Gasan-
Kuli, } )
(c) Up to 1941 in Gasan-Kuli there was o the headguarters of a "pogranichni

otried” (border unit) of the NKVD /MVD/. It wasﬁgg;g;gg;ggw equivalent to 25X1

& regiment, which wag spread out along the border. Along with the headquarters

et GaseneKuli there was probably a company of the NKVD reglment, a sergeants'

school, and some cubters for sea patrol. There had been thought glven, even

prior to World Wer LI, to stetlon army troops in Kizyl-Arvat (e cavalry or

rifle regiment) end in Gasan-Kuli (an armored reconnsissence battalion).

It is probeble that army troops are now‘[iéﬁﬁ7 stationed in those two towns, 25X1

5. _The Ashkhabad - Gauden rosd Z;be_Enclqsure 27 was built during the period 1933 -

August 193k by some of the militery lsbor troops under my commend..

ﬁ it vag well built. Its lemgth was 34 kilometers, as — 25X1
Pper agreement, the Irsnians at the same time built a roaed from Geaudan on the
Boviet-Irenian border to Meshed in Iren. The road was constructed for commercisl
purposes. and was extensively used for trade. The Soviets obtained such Iranien .
items as cotton, oranges, and wool. The road was also important militarily because
1% could be uged for a march on Kendeher end Karachi, The rosd was aine reters
vide, surfaced with gravel, had a sand roadbed and drainege. It was open all
vear. , Traffic varied with trade relations between the USSR end Iran and with
the time of year. It was epproximately from 10 to 100 vehicles per day,

6. The usual civilian traffic.on the Samarkand - Ursatyevskays road was of a locel

ch;ragier‘[;be Eoclosure QZ, The normel route to travel would be from Semarkand
east to Miten (or along the road north of the railway) to.Dzhizak. Then one would
definitely take the road which runs south of the railway and which extends to
Ursatyevekaya vie Zaemin, No one traveled the route north of the rallway in the
%s&min region, because the area was uninhabited, However, one could drive over

he route acroes open country, but no roed had really been built there, C e

(a) The . first tvo-thirds of the section of roed from Samarkand to Dzhizak formed
an improved dirt route, nine meters wide, no roadbed, and little drelnage.
It vas & poor road. The lest one-third was better, One merely drove acrose
open country and there had been no actual road building. It wes an all-year
route., The traffic consisted of local kolkhoz vehicles and wes somewhat heavier

near Semarkand,

[
te i

(b) The stretch of road running south of the reilvsy from Dzhizek to Ursatyevskaya
was for most of its length an improved dirt road. It was & poor one. The road
vas nine meters wide, had no roadbed and little drainage., There was local

kolkhoz traffic,

(e) Oné'ﬁay say that the ngﬁrkandw- Ursetyevekaye road was nct good enough for
troocp movement, particularly in its improved sections. . SBustained military
treffic would | wreck the road and its bridges. _ . 25X1

(&) The 014 Post Road, from Dzhizak to "poselok” Syr Darye was utilized only by.
the occasignal traevelers between Semarkend end Tashkent., It was an excellent
route over which to drive most of the yeer and was open all year. One merely
drove over open country. /The remainder of the road metwork from Ursatyevskaye
and Ura-Tyube to Teshkent i shown in greater detail in Enclosure A£7
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(e) Roads in the ares suiteble for troop movement arez. 1) to Stalipabad - from
Tashkent-vie Pskent or vie "poselok” Syr Darya, .apd 2) %o Semarkand and.

Termez = the.0ld Post Rosd would definitely be maed, and them the route via
Mitan, . S .

7. The Bamarkaud Katta—Kurgan road [ see. Enclosure 27 ha.d only .local s:l"mficance.
It was very poor. The rosd paralleled the railway and most of the traveling was
done by railway. -The motor road was of the improved dirt type, nine meters wide,
had no roadbed and very little drainage.. It was open all year. The traffic was
light and of a local character. About 10 or: 15 motor vehicles per day traveled
the read in the region nearer Samarkand., Several dozens of horse-drawn wagons
per day used the road, The road traversed a cotton-growing srea.

8. The Chimkent « YVennovke - Dzhambul road @ee Enclosure y was part of the 0ld Post
Road which ren from Tashkent via Chimkent to Dzhambul, ~The Chimkent - Vanmovka -
Dzhembul section ran through rolling foothills and had very little traffic; because
of the small number of inhabitanits in the area and because most of the traveling
wes done on the nearby railway, |
[ ] It had nc military sigpnificence amd even its local significance was
small. The population was. scanty, not much cotton wes grown in the area, and “there
wes very little irrigation. It was better tha.n some: of the other roads in Central
Asia, It had never actually been constructed or improved, one merely drove over

open countrys SR S " s o o 25X1

9. The Frungze = Amamﬁta = I1i road [ ee. Emloaure g‘j was: e.lw an olé post roads
It wes neo longer dmportent: after the railwmy was bullt in 1929 end it ran through

sparsely settled country. The motor road had never.actuslly been constructed and
one merely drove over cpen counbtry. ‘It was.not bad end was an all-year route,
The road was only of local interest and had no military significance. There was
very little traffic -~ only losal traffic, from kolkhoz to city, near Frunze and
Alm&-Ata. There was no regular ‘through traffic,

10, The 'I:e.shkent = Chimkent road [ see Enclosure §7 wag alao part of the 0l4.Post Road.

- For the first 30 kilometers rortheast of Tashkent, it was paved with cobblestones.
It was seven meters wide, had a sand roadbed and some drainage,.end had been built
in.Czarlst times¢ The rest,of the road had mever actually been coustructed and
ran over open countrys It was falrly goed all year. The traffic.was light, per-
haps -five motor vehicles per.day. . Because. of the general shortage of motor vehi-
¢les and gasoline, most movement. was by railway, In general; there was no regular
thr'ough traffic of freight or passenger motor vehlcles in. the USSR.

11, The gma - gagan road [Bee Enclosurei;ﬁ kilometers long. It wes seven
en bu

meters wide; . surfeced with: gravel; and, had no readbed and no drainage.
It was open:all year. - The road had be y the local Emir before the Rus-
sian Revolution. There was quite a bit of local traffic between.the two towns

as many persons lived in Kagan, where the better Burcpeen quarters were loceted,
and worked in Bukhara, which was the capital of Bukhere "cblast.” A single-track,
broad-gauge rallway paralleled the motor road, A passenger train composed of

five or seven old cars made a round trip between Bukhera and Kegan four times a
day; operating -like & locs.l tramway.. -

12, The Bukbhara - Gizhduvan road [ see Emloaure _B] had a.lso been built by the Ennr. It
hed not been constructed properly from an engineering viewpoint, but gravel had
been dumped on it occasionelly with the result that the roasdway had become falrly

firm, having become & mixture of gravel.and dirt. . The width veried, averaging per- ’

heps from seven to nine meters and mever becoming less than two-lane. There was
no roadbed and no drainege. . It.was sn all-year route. The: local traffic was
light; less than on the Bukhara-Kegan road.

13. The Mary (Merv) - Chbardzkou rosed did mot exist and: does not now
21951%7»- One could travel from Merv te Chardzhou on horseback: One.encountered
only desert and the main railway line. There were no settlements, except for
10 or 1l reilway statioms. Everyone traveled this route by rall. About 200 or
300 persons lived at the railway station of Uch-Adzhi, These people had camels
and went to Chamchskly to gather saksaul wood for fuel. A single-track, broad-

. gauge railwey line, which was moved from cne loca.tion to another as needed,
extended from Uch-Adzhi to Chemchakly.
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ENCLOSURE (a) - Tashléent - Ufe.-Tyube Road Ne‘wbrk 5oi- 't.o scalg7 |
(B} - Th:ls rka;nd - Kiteb - Guzar - Derbent - Termez Road and Other Routes /not to
(c) - ;;e Ashkhebad - Kizyl-Ar.{éét"-.4_Ga'san-xun Rosd /mot to scale’ |
()] -f'fhe Semarkand - Urlahstyev.;-kéya Roaci and Other Routes 'ﬁ:’ot’ to .écalg7
(E) - Thé Chir‘nkentK- Vénnovka - szhambul Road 501: .to.écalg7 '

=

The Frunze - Alma-Ate - ILi Road.] /Aot to scale/

25X1
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b unless otherwise indicated .
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GOLODNAYA STEFPE To Samarkand

and Caspian Sea

Pakhta-Aral cotton sovkhoz (largest in Central Asia)
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Begovat (Khilkovo Station) canal., ~

new canal
(perhaps still
bldg. now)

To
Stalinabad

Ursatyevskaya Station

K Can drive from Ursatyevskaya
to Begovat over open country,
some traffic (canels and a
few cars), but no road.
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ENCLOSURE B

THE SAMARKAND - KITAB - GUZAR - DERBENT - TERMEZ ROAD AND OTHER ROUTES
(tc mid-1942 and later. Not to scale)
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ENCLOSURE E ,
THE. CEIMKENT - VANNOVKA - DZHAMBUL ROAD
¥
l Dzhambul

to Alma Ata &
Novosibirsk

Vannov\
’. .

Turksid Railway

; to Moscow
{

—— 30 km - paved with cobblestone

Tashkent
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THE FRUNZE - AIMA-ATA - ILI ROAD

ENCLOSURE F

=

«—I11

Lugovayas Station

Turksib Railwae

Frunze

Continuation of Tashkent-
Dzhembul-Lugovaya Old Post
Roed. Had post horse stations

before railwey wae buillt.
y ™Lake Issyk-Kul
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