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25X1 1, There is today in the Yugoslav Goverument & so-called Spanish Group within
the Commuilst Perty whose members took en active part in %he Spanish Civil
25X1 War, The following members of thls group hold high political positions in
the Sovernments
Joslp Broz-Tite
Merke Oreshovich (regien of Like)
Branko Ersmanovich (Serbie)
Todor Vijasinovieh (Bosnie)
Ales Bebler {Slovenis)
ive Rulkevinae {Croatis)

2. The following generals who now ccoupy high official positions were officers
in the Interaationsl Brigedos during the Spanich war:
Koos Popovich Docusent 1

Pake Dapeevish

. NO

Ivan Gosnjek kol dste

Petar Drapsin (now deseascd) |
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%o In the prosent Yugeslew Arny there aro eleven generels who ook active part
in tho Spanish war. They reprsvent a very poworful factor in the Army. After
them come the offizary formorly in the Croat Army of Anto Pavelieh., As Rusglan
prigseners in Stalingrad these Croatisn offiesrs formed the First units of
Tito's movement in Russis. The represemtative of this group is the comnander
of Tite's psrsonel guerd, Colonel Herko Mesioh, who as a Croat officer wag
decorated in 1941 with the Germag Iron Cross with palmm end was made, because
of his courage, commander of all Crost legions on the sestern fropt. He was
vaptured by the Russians on 2 February 1948, inmediately after being posted
ag commpnder for the battle of $talingrad. In Yarch 1944, with prigoners-af-
wer from his Croet legions, he formed the “Yugoslav Army®. With these unitas
Tite entered Rumsnie together with the Russians since he was at thet time on
the Bussien staff. This group of former Croat officers is most cvbedient beom se
all the officers had collaborated and feught with the Carmens in the War,

4« Oaly five perceat of the Royal Yugoslav Arvmy officers have besn racruitsd in
Tite's army, and these only because of the necd for specinlists.
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Eo The commender ef the Yugoslav Air Foras is Genersl Fraja Pire, a former
Colonel in Pavelich's army and cemrander of the pilet training scheol in
Petrovaradin. Former officors of the Pavelich "Croat Air Force" make up
tho basia of the present Yugoslav Alr Force. The political commiiggars are
former wwigrg from the Ikerus snd Rogarski alrplane faotories. Thie is
explained by the fact thet the Spanish Group haz no representatives in the
Air Foree, and all Royal Yugoslav Air Foree persomnel have emigratsd.
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