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The fustrian Socialists are determined to replace Stats Jacretary Frans
Rauscher lkecause of his failure to keep Pster Krauland, Minister fopr Prow
perty Control and Sconcmié¢ Planning, from ovsp-conservatism. omt s
Rangcher is regerded as no matek for the dymemic Krguland. Howsver, Rsuscher
recelved inadsguats support fyrom his purty, which tolerated Krauland's polieies
in crder to preserve a smoothly operating coalitlion, | Comment: Acocord-
ing to & report of 28 August 1946, Raussher was ousted from the party leader-

25X1A6a

ship because of his failure to make the natloneligetion law a success, but was
to be given anothar chance to prove himgelf before being re-ucsted to resign
by the Socialists.) ‘

Rarl Walderunner, recently replaced as Minister to Fogcow, is the iguwe who
has been mentioned most frequently as a replacement for Rauscher; but, since
Jaldbrunner was elected party secrotary and economic spokesmen, the Sceiale
ists feel he now is too Wig for the job. At the noment, Karl Mantlesr, mem-
ber of the Pundesral for Lower Aastria and Fresident of the Viepnz Chasher .
of Labor, is the lsading candidate, He ia ¢lso being considered zs the 25X1A6a
possible successor of Dr. Hana Frenzel, ¥inister of Food. Com=
wont: See M for the expscted resisnation of Frenzel.) ‘
‘ - 25X1A6a -
Mantler has long boen active in the trade union movement. Cofe
gort: Mantler was Seerctary of the Free Trade Union of Austrisn Food workers
prior to 1534 and has been Chelrman of the union since the liberation.) He
wag lwprisoned by the Schuschaigg government in 1937 and again by the Kazis
in 1939. He remaincd in Buchenwald wntil 1945, He is generally regarded
as quist, serious, ard of considerubla ability and is rememborod for his
intelligent handling of the Lefi-ding Trade Unionists last year, when he
dlverted their clamering for strikes,
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