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Although the 1946 harvest attained only about 65% of the average pre-war level,
e quotas for the above deliveries were so strictly enforced that they were
a8t to the following extent:

Grain 95%, potatoes 96%, sugar beets 90%, milk 98%, meat 100%. .

The result, however, of the rigorous collections was that there was a shortage of
asattle fodder and seeds and insufficlent bread grain for the farmers themse ves,
I+ should bs noted that all families engaged in agriculbure in the Russian .upe
g0 without food cards and must subsist on the free margins: i.e. whot is le ™
vter the obligatory deliveries. 7This has led to the touching of £ood rese-res

. d the necessity of issulng food cards to somes peasanis. Seed reserves an’
“dder reserves have also been drawn upon.

The allocation of seed for prain and potatoes was inadequate in the spring
Altogether, about 50,000 tons of grain and 300,000 tons of potatoes had to be
loaned against undertakings to return these to the seed stocks obtained for the
1947 crops. HNevertheless, allocations were frequently belated, especially in
the caze of potatoeg, so that a normal yleld cannot be expected - —the more o
gsince no attention was paild to sorting, If these disadvantageous consequen~ie
are for the moment disregarded, it will be seen that the forecasts made ons year
apgo were on the whole correctt i.e., with a net yleld of about 2,400,000 tons of
spread grain, and requirements of the population being from 1,600,000 to 1,706,000
tons on the basis of current ration allowances, there remained 700,000 - 800,000
tons for Russian use. -
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“~tpogpective report for the food year 1 July 1946 = 30 June 1947
{he following wore the estimated dellveries for 1946/47 ¢
‘ Crain 2,650,000 tons (of which 20% were oats and barley)
Potatoes 5,600,000 "
Sugar 450,000
Heoat 10,000 *
Vegetable oil 12,000 ©
nimal fats 0,000 ®
Mk 1,300,000,000 1iters, inel. milk for bubter vroduction.
Butter 10,000 tond. .
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4o The notato surnlus of about 1,200,000 {ons is accounted for (anwrt fron vhat

«3 bein: taken by the occupation forces) by the manufacture of alecohol,, starch,-
T6Ce  The Nerman pooulation had had quite inadequate quantitios of ‘)o?a’:m:s during
the shring months » partly because the 100 kg per head stock_i’or.the 1‘-’111_‘136? as
~used up too soon, causing only a rartial meeting of the ration in the soring.

e sucur surplus of ahout Jyoar vas again exorted ko

- .‘_‘ KR - e .‘ Z )

lassia, oymzx:,fggcigﬁufxs__,h@g_g_@, been senl to lmssia in lan

this is 3)£rticul,ar1y true of animal oroducts. The occupution
being provicioned fron German oroduce,  Veretahle sceds were o ¢
quan’itics from Saxow—-mh@.ﬁ, This eonsisted not only of exmorts from current i
J:Sroduction,’ but aiso of the stocks of the lapre seed cultivitors,

.ﬁéwprtédi in large

:e 3947 Crov. , ‘

Ze The souin~ wlan vhich fgrm the busis of the 1947 harvest deals with the pre~tar !
faoreages for the five Tandep of the Nussian Zone, and thug nays no aitontion ;
50 the 3 fforent siructuye ol the 500,000 “Neubauern® fayps created out of the
former large ectatos. In comparison with 1946, bread grajns and vegetables ara
%0 bhe extended 2t the cost of fecders, otato and sugar boey dereases roo .in
t}h}e same.  The sowing Tlats ave allocateq by the agricultural departuents »f he
':’;amderrem'.erungen to the individusl Ircise, Ty the Kreis authorities 4o the i

‘emcinden, and by the Geneinde autheritics +o the individual farms, althearh i
dus entails greal h&rdshipg the individual farms are therehy allocated 4}« :
2liveries which they will have 4o make, not according to theip canacity, but f
decording to thedretical fipures resulting from the division of the total demands :
for a laree ared. Only in'the event of catastrophes (floods s Tinter damare, eta, )

nay substitutes be pPlanted,

6o  Decanse of the great diffieulties met in the seed Mstribution in the spriig of
1947, the aoving plan coulg not be fulfillea as desired, The fimres for the
supslementayy sowings in June are not yet at hand, ™t it 4g fairly eertain that
95% of the prain acreage and 80-85% of the pot bo acreape hgs been sorm. . The
1and not sowm for rrain ang potatoes orlng to the seed shortage is net fallow
but hag largely been Planted with other erops, There was to be 2 big inereage
in the vegetable aereage, but beecanse of the inoxperience of the rrovers crens
well undoy aversre are nticipated,

7o The Crop nrospects fop 1947 are not #ood.  The yislds will be rothep below those
of 1946, and in the st favorable ovent both grain ang potatocs w411 hape-
exeeed 55 to £0% of nornal prowsgy CTrops. Apart from the Aifficulties in - dng

2 L4

the weathep has had 3 bae influence, In wide regions rainfall mag only 40 »f
normal, especially so in Savony, vhich ig the greatest producing area, The
harvesting of rye and winder barley s in Tull sving thyee weeks sarly,

8. Lapeecially grave is the potato situation in the areas suffering f rom dzr-ou.z.zllt,i
since many plants are dying, Great efforts are being made 4o obtain heal:ro
seed potatoes » but transport problens are interfering, Because of the late
start in growth 48 a result of the drought and the Poor condition of the fizlds,
4 normal erop cannot re e¥pacted,

1-HUM
9«  There will also be sreat dif{iculties with the hay erop ang ith other yaw S0X ;
: feeding materials, Draught animals were in poop condition last year and

are no better now,
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The suonly of cherical fertilizers is letter than it vas last year. DPotash
fertilizers are plentiful and nitrogen fertilizers have heen duly allocated
and delivered. A4s foreseen, a total of 60,000 tons of vure nitroren rere
available. A doubling of the production of nitrogen fertilizers is
contemplated for 1947=1948, vhich amounts to two-thirds of pre-var nroduction.

animal Industries

“hile the system of quotas for agricultural nroducts, esneclally rrain and
potatoes, has led to hardships and a reduction of future cavacity, it has
been successful in repard to animal produce. The quota 1s sufficiently
elastic to be adaptalile to changing eircumstinces and in nractice Jemunds

no more than the natural inerease, provided, of course, that the-fodder
situation is satisfuctory. The cattle nonulation has, therecfore, not

shrunk in relation to that of 1946, In the case of horned caiile and »ige
there has even been a slirht increase, %The following table ~ives comparalive
firures in the Russian’Zone for 1943 and 19473

T;?a.ble- ‘ ’
1943, 1947, Percentage of 1G43.
Torses 721,621 646,576 097
lorned cattle 3,569,225 2,763,478 T
(of vhich cows total 1,940,904 1,365,538 70%)
Pigs . 43035,372 1,966,787 48%
Sheep 1,819,309 7477 4560 4%

It must be borne in mind, however, that the age of the horses is higher andi

their weight lower, The mumber of sheep is on the decrease, since the

"Neubauern" estates are not suited for rearing them. In order to provide tho
"Neubauern" with the necessary animals, a 607 increase of catile is required, and
this cannot possibly be achleved under present conditions, The dronping yields
of agriculture are caused not only by lack of seeds, dronght, and the un-
suitability of the estates of some 30% of the "Neubauern™ but also the !
manure, which again is the result of the decrease in animals, ' the lack of

System of deliveries and estimabted yield,

» 7The system for the collection of agricultural products for the food year
cormeneing 1 July 1947 is apain based on definite quotas. As before s the
quotas are in proportion to the size of the estates. The main fault is tnat the
quotas were fixed before the crop prospccts could ba Judged. It iaus also ime
possible to obtain permission for the cstablishment of a seale according o
which one product could be delivered instead of another one. “ithout suen a
scale, the system lacks elasticity. The quotas for 1947 are ecalculited so ithat
if they are fulfilled 100%, the yield 41l equal that of last year. ’

14, If the quotas are strictly adhered to » the vroductive capacity for next year

vill be impaired, Preliminary crop estimates and t hreshing yields alreadr show
that in many districts the delivery quotas will not be fulfilled; so that

the question of how the peasants and the cattle will be adequately fed has

not heen solved,
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