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1. A spscial course for KPD-CED functionaries was given batwsan 30 Cetobor
and 29 Novonber 1947 at an sstato in the Dresden arce. The ecurse,
dirested by a resldent professor end eonducted by & sories of visiting
lecturern, was divided into three sastions, concentrating em art, politdes, 50X1-HUM
and pereonal evoluations of the studente. Eight German KPD protegpes
attended. This course wasg corsidered to ba the firat of a seriec of threes
the aetcnd and longest was annovnced for 25 Jemmary 1943 and the third for
the suimer of 1048, The second eourse is probedbly 6o be held in Russia.

Degeription of tho School
2. The extet location of the cchool is not Imowrg 1t wae in 2 wooded and
mountainous reglon. | |lenving Dresdon ebout 1930 50X1-HUM

in the evening, and arriving at 0500 the following movning.  The school
property conalsted of & houss and perk enclosed by a tile~topped brick
fencoe, The houce itself stood in a foneed ecurtyard with a gerepe om ome
side #rd a guordroom on the other, and wae entered 4y a fenced rossape
betucer. oreharde. It appeawed to have besn partially destroyed end thea
repaircd and equipped espacinlly for achicol purposes. The lower floor was
used fer offlces, mehoolrooms, and libeary; the uwpper fleor for studentet
quartere,

3. The buildings were guarded by o Ruseien detachment congisting of ops officer
(usually a lieutenant, with e dark-blus hatbend) and ten men , who uave
relievecd avezy Friday. The men were srued with carbines, the officors with
pistols, snd there wore three machine gume evaileble. Thare were umally
seversl cars in the courtyard but witheut license plztes., The main house
was certrally honted end hed hot wator in all the bedrooms; it ecntained &
librery of about five thousand volumes. The students' bedrooms were furnizhas
with & bed, a wardrobs, saverel eheirs, a teble, and a bookshelf with
Marxist literaturve.

4. Students breekfested at O700 ond began lectures at 0800. After lunch at

1130, they rosmmad leoturss at 1300 and azsin et 2000, after a dinner at
13230, Bedtire was 23200, Sundays were treated as regular scheol days, and |
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studonts woere not permitted o loave Ui estula. Everyons was supplisd o
lerge porifolieo with writdeg and drawiny paper, penocila, eelared pencilis,
pers, paint boxoe ernd brughes, plus a printed progrem of the ecurse, uwhlen
bud to be returned at the end of the sessioun, ‘

5. The cilturel part of the course cousisind of lecthuzes on the folloulng
subjectst

e. The Funetion of Art (poetry, peinting, seulpture, theater, ete.},
thenrdng how art had previcusly btosn usad in the service of the ruling
classep o strengthen their power,

. Pocpibls Uooo of Lxt, :;‘ara:sizig e fnflusncs of poSUTy aun We
eontemmorary thoator,

c. Sitmation of Art o Pramemt  tmeeting veawéienlevly the vitality of
art in Frence and Ruasis and shoving hou Germes ard was largely dead.

In addittcn, students mads otage pians and colorad degrems of surfaces.
Art lectures wore usuzlly given im the afternoon or after dinger, when

pietures were shoun with e projecter.

6. The politieal section ef tha ecourse wae & gerics of leetures by a teachey
nened Friodrish Vorhogen (the only instructor introduced by name). His
topics includads

The Wey of Lebor from Antiquity to the Fresant
The Significence of Karl lMarx

Yodsrn State Formp

The Escence of Deworecy

Ths Prosent Gormen Parties and Thelr Foundars
The Unity of Germeny

Vorhagen's lectures dealt principally with exnet definitions of inmperialiem,
capitalim, snd Larxiem. The United States and Englané ware used as
expmples, and the proposal of & fedoraticn of Europonn states wae eited

as o capitalist front formed ageirst Commmnism, The inability of the
eapitalist states to meet the postwer erises wiih pew political forms

was explaineé and the Marshall Plen wae reviewed as a bulvark of reactica
and an attem:t to undermine the Soviet Union. 48 a consequense, the
eapitalist etates must alwaye feur and oppose tie unity of Germary s &
threat to both thelr politiocel aims end their economic situation, Vorhagam
ropeatedly tclked of the commection betwcen Corrmnisn end Christianity.

He amphapized the & becsuse of Ruseisn conditions Cormunism in the USSR was
of a3 epocisl typs no* 4o be edopted literslly hy othar countxies.

7. The third portion of the course comsisted of personal evalvations. Each
student was interrogated daily in comversational form, being removed
4ndividuelly from the lectures to telk with an instrustor. Political
interrogation was handled by Vorhegen, some of the other meterial by the
orgendgationnl head, Yermonia. The fype of question most emphasized
concornad the student!s attitude towarde the USSR and the Rnesienss
his knowledge of Ruseion political copditdons, sulture. evstoms, end artg
his feelinz scnoarning the unity of Germeny; end hir atiitudetownrds
tho otaer Allies. In addition, perscnel questions were alueye asked ox
professional lneckground, oscupation, comnections both in Gormeny and
abroad, ettitude toward the black market, perconal scquaintanco wita
members of the occupetion forces, extent of travel experience both pest
and present, and current situation and plans for the futmure.
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During the last tuwo doye of e course, 27-25 levenber 1047, there wes< 7w
‘lectores; but each student had to write an evaluvation of the courss, ~

hiz improssionc end opinions of it, o dlaeusslon of its conter,
and the bueic idea of tho study, BEsch gtudent wes alco ascipped & fopia
on wideh to preparc mn articlae. On Seturdoy, 29 Hovember 1947, o Ensslen
officor (rank unkmown, with brizht red betband and shoulder boards)
lectured for half cn hour on ®*Tha Love of Froedom of the VOSE', The tiome
of his dispertation we thet oply the Soviet Union shouved the actuality o7
Preadon and that the Jortmes of Guropean peosples mmg on friendly weln.
tions Letwosn Germeay end the USSR, Afterverds there wde a gonornl dla-
cagsion lasting about fiftesn mimutes, during whieh the Soviet offiers
g’ated that after the failure of the Lowden Conferance it would be the
tagk of the USSR to Initats a pleblecits in EBurops ssking for a Buxopscn’
fodoration sinmiler to thet of the Soviet Union, H» sdded that the Fapsien
frontier in futurc would be om the Flhbe. typical of' the
disousalion that to questions sbout Russisn ressons for meking s ron-
sggreasi peet with Germany in 1939, the offiocer znswered that Rusuie &id
not intewfere in the self-chosen goverumont, of other countyies end +aab
:;12 dizi not let persomel feelings interfere with purely practiecal cnn-

‘t,ha purposes of the ocurse wers {wo-fold: %o Iacter

culturel 1ife among Commmiste, since the pavty had been feeling thi loek
of intelligamtala, end to cvaluate individual porticipants. This 1 .ttes
ke deduced from the great ewphasie plzced on peresonsl informetion a: ik
attitudes and fyan the Individual trectment of tho students., Fron cne of
the sorvonte, | |2 pimiler course had been given et the sehool
in July and Augmat 1047 with eleven studants {af wiom five were pemi'red

8t the en’ of the first week) and in Septomber with nine students.
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The eight ctudenta vho purticipated in theé course were imown by

BENos oy, ond 1t unc not eortein thot thees nomes were ganuine.
\

| During hours oui.~
slide of classes, the group was apparenily permitied to converse without
pupervision end to visit one anotvher’c rooms. | | most ef

the students came from the wostern zones.
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