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1. The award by Bisbarah EKhuri, President of the Lebanese Republic, of the
decorstion "Lebanese Order of lerit, Bxcepbionel Class," tn Goneral Franco
vas entirely owing te the offer of ovms and smwunltion made by the Frenco
Govermment of Spaln to the Arab countrios. The decorntkion wes to be DYO-
nented to Franco in Hadrid by the Lebenese Chergé d'Affaires in Spein,
Selamali. -

2« In roburn Franco grented the Grand Cross of Charles III to President Khuri.
The trip which the lMlinister of Spein in Caire, Alonso Caro y del Arroye, mede
to Beirut in July. had os its object the presentation of the Franco decoration
to President Khuri.

A

3. Caro's trip %o Beirut ouincided with tho presence in that capital of & aperl&l
envoy of Franco's, The arrival of both Franco men in Lebunon wes the result of
the offer of arms to the Areb states by Spein.  Nobt only Lebensse authoritios
were to toke part in the nep‘obmbwns, but also representabives of the Aveb
League. ‘

4. It had been pla.rmed E,}w.t obhoz dOCOI‘dL:.LOI’l were to be granted to Proneo by
Arab stbates, snd it was asresd u@fom mml tiat the sccond one wus %o be {rom
Syria. This sories of dodorations: R f'tmm,suod by the Spanish HMunistry of
Foreign Affairs ot the time thalt the offar of BYms wes made, ag the MHnisbry
clalmed thet such superior gervice Lo the Avobs "rsqturcd that they honor the
25X1A person of Pranco as he desorved, for his generosity ond his love of the Arab
cause in Palestine.” _(}_omnoz;t. Dote of this offer not obherwise
specifieds ) : T ,

5. The I'ranco repreacntxbne.a let it be undorstood by the delepates of the Areb
Leacue that, in spite of the utron{,ogt. dosires of Franco to supply the armas
and ummmti on offered, theve wers very seriocus reasons for delaying consiume
notion of the deal.. Une of tho ressons given was a threat of trouble with
Groat Britein if Spain emhoqu supply srme to the Arebe, whiclh threat, according
to them, had been f\x"ﬁllpd mr Um coﬂnpfza mf’ the present Anglo-Spenish
commarcial ugroc,m,nta R
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In spite of the efforts of the Arab delogates o davelop mothods by witiel
Spain might deliver the arms offerad, thyy did not sucseed in obtadnivg
exy firm, concrete promise from the Franoo rapresentativeg.

The dolivery of tho ams and smmmition was defervod by Franco®s represendw
totives o en indofinite date, Thelr only promigse was to corry to Hadeid
the plans worked out by the Arebs for seorcd eod efficiont delivery of the
QIms o

As a consequence, the delegates of the Aveb Leegue sheted to Frenco's
reproesentotives that the award of the remaining Arob decorations would be
suspended watil the question of the srms deal was solved and the willingnsos -
of Spain te deliver the goods besnme aPPRYye Y.
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