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Gonn t The figures for reclained and natural rubber are
internediate to the best available figures for 1947 producilon and the

plan for 1950. Tha figure for synthetiec rubber, however. exceeds even the
1950 plan considerably.)

Total 269,000 tons

Sovict imports of rubber are estimnted as follows:
50X1-HUM

127,000 Sons from January to 31 October 1948. No defin=
ite information is yet available for the remainder of the year.

as

3,000 tons purchased for the remainder of 1948, with fbre5ox1 -HUM
ward purchases at the rate of 1,000 $ons per month during 1949, up to
a total of 12,000 tons in all.

& The Soviets are[ _ |willing %o buy the whole
crop for 1949 and what may remsin of the 1945 crop. I
Go t This figure appears
to be a 1littie low in comparison with the figure for 1946), of which
less than 50,000 tons 18 of the best quality. The Soviets are|
[ [interested in buying only the best quallty and it is comidered5ox1 _HUM
~ unlikely that they will be able %o obtain more than 2,000 %tons in
1948, for delivery in December. They nay be able %o make forward
purchases of 2,000 tons per month up to mid-1949. :
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de | ] I Hegbtia.tions are now proceeding | \
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The estimated consumption of the Soviet tire imdustry alone during 1948

48 160,000 tonas of cynthetie rudbber and 40,000 tons of natural rubber.

No astimete 1s poesible for other rubber-consuming industries. It is be-
1lleved that sll synthetic rubber is being processed and that other indnge
tries possibly use the balance of 65,000 tons (1eft after tire comsumpbion),
togother with an unlmown quentity of natural and reclaimed rubber adnmized.

Purchased of natursl rubber fob 1948 sppear %o be betwean 130,000 and
140,000 $ons. Bstimated requirenments of natursl rubber are 70,000 tons '

Zor nanvfeciured produsts and for mixips with synthetie rubber and 20,000
tons to meks vp stocke “in pipe line® ﬁ[ﬁm: Current 50X1-HUM
regerves for use im the ncar future or ia ¢ramait to factories?).

If these estimatea are correct, 1948 imports will oxoced roquiremente by
540,000 to 50,000 $ons. This escumes, however, a proportion of patural

to synthetic rubber which 1s lov in comparison with the practice in other
coundries and ig likely to produce short-1life truck and slreraft tires.
Phe Sovicts' raw rubber position sppeers to be such that if they wiah they
can now build stockpiles, and it seams falr to assume that they mey have
started doing this.

In the event that supplies | are no% available. 50X1-HUM
the Soviets might be sble %o obtain considerable quantities of natural
rubber | 50X1-HUM
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