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Mercury ore is extracted in large quantities from a mi ZSX1X6

pulverized and processed at the mine to produce mercury§
sists of twelve levels, or fields, one above the other,
shafts; the lowest level isaat a depth of 320 meters,
of the TITO-Cominform dispute, mercury from Idrija wa
slovakia and to the USSR; it is not known where the
shipped, Before the war, 6,000 kgs. of mercury were
1947 the output did not exceed 4,500 kgs. The produc{
cannot yet be estimated, but it is possible that it
1947, Reasons for the decline in production are:

as The mine was almost completely demolished by the partiéans during the
war, and some of the installations have not yet been repaired.

be In the fall of 1947 one of the three large furnaces in the clea
stallation at the mine, where the mercury ore is processed, was
of operation by sabotage.

¢e The dam on the Idrija river near Crben Vrh, which supplied water |
the mine pumping station, was almost entirely destroyed by flood'!
the end of July 19,8,

i de Miners are unskilled and discontented, and management is poor,

2. Personnel

Before the war, from 1,000 to 1,200 workers were employed at:the mine, At~
present approximately 1 500 miners are employed, most of them unskilled.
Wages are relatively 1ow, ranging from 1,800 to 2,600 Dinars per month for
the average miner; foremen and specialists receive slightly more, The mine
live in poverty and are believed to be hostile to the Communist Party and =
the TITO regime,

AZ Aam

WaniG NOTICE: THIS DIS

TRIRLITIOA S OpATILT b

. %« Mine Installations
; E PUBLIC RELEASE OF Tili5 DOOIar T
Letters correspond to those on the attached map, o




Approved For ReleasmmmnﬁbﬁcRQBﬁw'éEPMWRoom00800009 -5

Ao
B.

C.

D.EJFe

. G‘HQJ"

I.

Ke

Le
M,
E.
Ou
Pa
Re

Approved For Release 1999/09V08 CiA:-RBRB ;

N i.

—-

25X1A2

Dam on the Idrija River near Crben Vrh, which was destroyed by flood,

‘When the dam was. in operation, water was directed to the mine pumping

station through a channel 3 km, long, .

The pumping station, where power was formerly suppligd Yor most OF ‘the

mine machinery, Since the destruction of the dam, the pumpfng sbe.t.ion

has not been in operation, NPTt b

_ Lo ;‘”‘é .

The caloric (steam). power~plant, which has threg generators, has re=

placed the mine pumping station as a source of power for mine mach:.ne»ry,

Twenty~-three cubic meters of firewood ar® used daily ih this planty

The wood was rushed to the mine from the Trnovo. Wao,d. Anb;honity. :
.\_ka,w b .

Main entrances to mine shafts, used by miners for removal of ore,

Elevators are steam-driven,

Accumulation centers, where ore is deposited after I‘W""t from th&
shafts, These three centers are connected by a narrew gauge elect.ric
railway, used to transport ore. J., the largest cehter, is equipped
with machines for pulverizing the ore. J. center receives ore from-

G, and H,, as well as directly from Shaft F, Pulveriged ore is carried
by train from J. to the cleaning installation, I.

The cleaning instellation consists of several buildings containing three
furnaces which heat the pulverized ore until mercury yvapor is driven
off, The vapor is then distilled and condensed to collect the Mercurye
The main power-plant, is driven by water from the Idrija River, directed
into the power-plant through a canal, The plant, wh:.ch Has a, maximum
capacity of 2,000 KW, supplies power for some of the mine J.nstlllatlons
and the electric railway. ]

Steam engines which operate the elevators,

Garage for six trucks,

Compressed air tank,

Liquid air tank,

Machine repair shop.

Miners?! living quarters.
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