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1. The VII General Plemum of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de Colombia (CTC)
will meet during the last weelt of January 1949 in Bogota. A new Dirsctorate
for the CTC wlll bo elected and plans will be made for the calling of the
X National Labor Congross.

2. The Central ixecutive Committee of the Partido Commista de Colombia (PCC)
haa directed all Departmental Committees to send representatives to visit
all labor leéaders in their department bafore the opening of the Plenum. Labor
leaders are to be advised that Aif the present PCC merbers, Pedro J. ibella,
Carlos Arturo Agulrre, and Victor Julio Merchan, are re-eclected to the
Diroctorzte, or if other FCC mermbers are elected, the Party will immediately
begin a far-reaching nrogram for the benefit of the working classes of the
sountry. /

3. The program would be earried out by the presentation of the following Ademands
by a great number of the labor unions:

a. Imediate increase in wages based on the constantly rising cost of living.

b, Effective implementatlion of the profit-sharing decres to operate to the
benefit of the workers.

o, Houses for workers tuilt in aeccordance with modarn standards of sanitation.

d. EZstablishment of elementary and technical schools, day schools and nurseriss
for the children of workers, night schioels for the workers, and rural
schools.

e, Adequate assistance for w.rkers and their families, paid by the Government.

f. Est.abliehment of a labor Bank with Govermment capnital in Bopota and branches
. in all departmental capitals. This bank would male long-term loans with no
interest to the workers.

g. Establishment in e2ch departmental capital of a commiseary for Food,
clothing, medicine, toola, etc., to ba 3011 at cost and on cradit to the

workers.,
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h. Parceling and distritution of large, uncultivated haciendas 4o the farm
workers. In adiition, the Government should send agrioultural experts to
Instruet the workers and to furnish the necessary seeds.

i. Insurance for the workers against old a,pe,'éeath, sickness, and accidents.

It 1s reported that the two Communist factions in Colombia are cooperating

to a certain extent in preparation for the Plenum. The PCC is depending to
a large extent on the influence wielded by Abella, Aguirre, and Merchan as

members of the Directorate of the CTC. They also hope to gain the support

of the labor unions of the Department of Cundinamarea. The leader of this

mion, Ventura Fuentes Vanegas, is a PGC member.

Tho activities of the Partido Commista Obrero (PGO) .are under the direction

of Jesus Villegas Palacio, who hopes to regain the position of Secretary
General of the CTC. Villegns held this position for five Yyears prior to
December 1947. The FCO is believed to have the support of the Bavaria
Syndicate, the Fa'eration of fonstruction Workers, and certain unions affiliated
%o the Federacion Nacional de Trensportes Fluvial, Marltimo, Portuario, y

Aereo (FEDINAL). : '

Other groups will pledpe thelr support to candidates outside these two

faections. Parmenio Zapata has aitvised that delegates from his Federacion
Nacional de Carreteras will vote for Galtanist-liberal eandidates. Carlos

H. Pareja has expressed his intention to propose coertain candidites for election
to the C1C Dircctorate in order to gin support among the labor unions for his
oun candidaey for the House of Representatives in June 1949. Diego Montana
Cuellar has the same intention sinee ha also hopes to be elected to the

House of Representatives. Montana Cuellar has been assursd the support of

many of the important petroleum leaders in the country, particularly those in
the Barrancabermeja area.

The labor leaders in Colombia agree that Pedro' J. Abella will be replaced

as Secrotary General of the CTC. He has been accused of neglecting his worlk

and of devotlng his time to Communist activities. It is expected that the
Ministry of Labor will do everything poassible to bring about the slection

of men experiensed in labor matters and to eliminate all polities, particularly
extreme leftist tendeneies, from the Dircctorate of the CTC. -
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