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Harhin is the administrativa capltal of the Jortheust and apparently is run
vntirely by the Chinese, Thc lussians are not much in evidence and only
ueeasionally one is seen in wniforn.

ilfe is regimented under laws and regulations, and these zre applied with
great strictness, The populace is pleased with the stable ang reasonzbly
satisfactory standard of life whieh has emerged afier years of strife and
vneertainty, but unhappy about the iron rule of tha Chinese Communist Party.

Utilities (1ight, water, tclephones, streetears and busses) function satig-
Yactorily and there secem to be enough cars, trucks and rickshows available
0 meet requirements.

Frivate enterprise in small-scale industry is enccuraged if regarded as
serving the interests of the conmunity. “Most shops are cpen. Theaters,
cabarets and restaurants thrive, and the general tempo of life is brisk,

Flour and 0il mills (the city's foremost industries) are under rigid state
sontrol, Comment.. Feasibly the "oil mills" refarred to are
toan 0l mills.

Thezre is ample foed, particularly gralns, and the prices of most basic
necsssities are low and stable. us harvests havs bean very good there is

% lzvge grain surplus available tor export. The chief shortages are cotion
santiles, rubber goods, fuel oil and various light domestic reguisites,
Aaiiy wlectric gadgets and cosmetics, which ware formerly imported from
Shanchal or abroad.

“rade with Kuasia vasses mainly hetween Harbin and lianchouli .

e paupre of the railway has not yet baen changed.
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