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Sismese joslems in the four southermmost provinces are becoming increasingly
susceptible to Commnist promeganda in thie form of nationalistic exhorta~
tiona. Some of this propsgama is verbal, but it most frequently occurs

in pamphiets ana papers which are beliieved to originate in Malaya.

Moslems, who comprise 90 percent of the totral 700,000 population of
Pattani, Satun, Narathiwat, erm Songkhle provinces, believe that the
Siamase povermment has fsaled, and will fail, to keep its promises to
zive them honest local administration, educational alds, and the
rscognition of rights of Isiamic religion, customs and culture.

The Moslems say that every copmission sent down from Bangkok to investi-
sate their grievances. :‘alls prey to lavish entartaining by corrupt
local officiels, who ara the richest provincial officials in Slam, They
gay that Chinese middlensn. who exploit them, have bought off woula-be
agtablishers of the government. cooperative credit society. In addition,
they meintain that the povermment retuess to extend the national literacy
campaign (involving the teacning of ten million illiterete adults) to
doslem provinces in the form of lessons in ualay, wnich is the only
Janguage most Siamese Moslema can speak.

For these ressons, the iloslerx: are inclining more and more to Communist
doctrines, which stress ties with their relatives in Nalaya. They are
under the impression that thay are adopting nationalism, but actually
they will find that they have adopted Communism.
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