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On 27 November 1949, Dr. Dario Eshandia, Liberal Party leader, recoived a

group of left-wing Liberals representing the JEGA,* who informed him that their
movement will no longer accept instructions from the Fational Liberal Direct-
orate nor will i3 seek its ocownsel. The JEGA considers itself an independent
orgenization under the command of retired army offiecers, including General
Jorpe lartinez Landinez and Captaia Gustavo Gomez Posada.

2. The groups which make up the JLGA include some which are definitely anarchistioc
end do not recognize the suthority of the Libsral Directorste which they accuse
of having sold out to the Conservatives. They particularly distrust Liberal
londer Carlos Lleras Restrepo. As & result of this attitude, it is felt that
there may be attacks on eertain Liberal leaders by members of their owm party.
This split between the leaders and the masses is becoming more appareat and
has made it impossible for the directorate to carry out many of ite plans or
to form a national popular front.

3+ At the meoting with Cohandia, the JiiGA group presented the following outline
of its fubture activitiess
a. JEGA is completely rejecting the leadorshin of Senator Carlos Lleras

Restrepo, who is considered to heve been larcely roshonsible for the
diaster which has befallen the Liberal Party.
bs JEGA groups have bsen orgenized to form resistance brigades in Bogota
and in the capitals of the Departmeats. These brisades are secret and
their menbers are desipnated by numbers rather than names.
¢e These grouwps will no longer tolerate tho assassination of party leaders,
but arc resolved to take reprisals arainst Conservative lesders whenever
the opportunity arises. They have compiled the followins list of oute
standing enemies of the Liberal Pariy:
Laureane Gome#, President-clect
Gilberto Alzate Avendano, Senator
Jose T'aria Villareal, Senator
Santiaro Trujillo, Mayor of Togota
Luoio Tabon Muncz, Governor of Sentander (Worte)
Iiernendo Sorzano Salazar, Governor of Santander (Sur)
Luig Ipnacio Andrade, Iinister of Govermment
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d. JEGA believe: that Liberal workers should eintinus ip theip Jobs, in
order 50 be :m a position to act most effectively in sabolaging the
government ~r private industyy,

e, All brigader will be charged with the earrying out of persoaal attacks
against Coniervatives and collabaorators, but o special brigade has been
ereated whish will have the sole task of cormitting acts of violence
against th: enemy.

f. The JEGA proup belisves that thes strike order issued by the Liberal
Directorate before the elections was most 111 advised, since it wus only
partially effective and hurt the workers geenomically. .

4. Dr. Echandin, who was not in agreement with the above Jiga planes bscuuss he
thought the; were subtversive ang would only bring about ar ironclad dictator-
ship by lavreanc Gomez or the establishment of a military regime, stated
that he werld discuss those plans with Jorge Uribe Marquez, menber of the
Liberal Directorato and head of the JEGA, in an attempl to rersuade him %o

. modify #tv. line of condust baing contenplated by the Liberal loft wing
Eroud .«

5. The Confoderacion de Trabajadores de (olombia (CTC) has been.eonsidering the
problen of the split in the Libepal Party. It was deoided that Dr. Derio
Bohandit shall assume the leadership of the National Liberal Directorate in
an attenpt to avoid a complete party spiit. It was also thoughtt possible that
large :umbers of lowsr-class Liberals may be supporting the Communist Perty
withow! formslly Joining i%,

6+ Sourvs also reported that dorge Villaveoos, sresident of the Liberal pumi-
¢ipel Direstorate of Bogota and momber of the House of Representatives, vus
arr.sted on 25 November 1949, elong with five others who had throwm a bomb
torard the lisousle genersl de Policie. Villavecest* stated that the National
1’beral Directorate had paid him Ps. 10,000 to organize tevrorism in Bogote .
U'is companione had been sngapged to comit sabotage and attacks against the
{onservatives.
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i Villaveces had preéviously been reported as & leader in the organization of

Defense Committees in Bogota,
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