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In Hay 1949, nhysical exsminations to determine fitness for wilitary service
were ingtituted in North Xorea. Men between eighteen and thirty vere ex=
amined for active service; those between thirty=ons and fifty-five vere ex-
2mined for reservs duties or rear area troong. Classification categories of
good, fair, or brd were noted on each individualis identific-tion card. The
exaninations, conducted by doctors in the army or in loeal hosgmi¢zls, oc=
carred in Womsan from 18 to 25 June, in Yonchom (127-0L, 38-08) County from
20 to 25 June, and in all the cities and countiss of Yangwon Province af
about the same time.

Afbter the vhysical examination, a congerintion moverent was launched in
variong areas by the Peonle's Front =nd the Demoeratic Youth League. The
primary targets anpeared to be youncer members of farm families, esvecially
thoee who had received land through nostewar distribution. There was less
“ressure on sons of former landlerds nnd farmers vho owned thedr own land.

Tu Chok Chon lyon (f, W 2 ). Togwon (ff’é’, J;?: ) County, Fangvon Province,
Tive members of the Democratic Youth Ieague of Cholsanni, Yonsan, assembled
chout twenty-five yvouths of ,conscrintion age in the townshin administrative
office. CHU Yonge=hun (%_ #K #1 ). one of the Democr~tic Youth League men,
made a sheech to the local youths urging them to - join the MNorth Korean army
and halp acqulre South Korean territory to be redistributed ae land for e oy
farmers, and concluding with a request for volunteers. When the group failed
to resvond, PAK Tae-kup (#L ¥ ). a local youth of 26, secretary of the
Farmers'! Union and known as an ardent Comrunist, announced thnt anyone who
refused to Join the arry could only be considersd = reactionary element.
When 2 second request was rade, the entire group felt compelled to voluanteer.

Rural residents showed little tendency to avoid conscrintion. even though
Ghey accented it umsillingly, but in the towns, »ersons of military aze were
more reluetant. Alarmed by accounts of fighting on the 38th narallel, some
younz men flea isom thelr homes and erossed into South Korea. To orevent
such attemnis, the Bureau of Internal Affairs restricted the moverments of
neraong eligible for conserintion and in some cases even placed them under

surveillance.
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