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“ovenber 1946 to l'areh 1949

1. Flying over VITEBSY (30012°E/55%11'N} has increesed steadily
gince October 1948, Twin-engine eireraft were seen every day
flying individually and in formations of up to nine plaues,
the following types being in evidencge:

a. Low-wing monoplene, wings in slight dihedral, two in-line
engines, nose ~heel, single rudder assembly with small rear
stump projecting beyond trailing edge, glazed nose, glazed
rear gunner's station in rear third of fuselage.

b, Flane similar to above type but without nose wheel, glazed
nose and rear gunner‘s stetion. ’

2., The aireraft approached an area of the railrcad line to ORSHA
(30926 "B/ 54030 N}, where from three to six paratroopers jumped
from each plane. This wag repeated as many as ten times a day.
Towed cargo gliders occasionally were released over the airfield
and landed there. This was also repeated up to ten timesr Ao~
cording to loez) residents, thc airfield was very large.

%, Two btrackloads of nrmy soldiers were taken almost daily to a
settlement mest of LAROMIK., a half-mile south of the Dvina
River and west of the railroad line to ONSHA. A captive
balloon was hoisted there to an altitude of 650 to 1,000
feet about the time the trucks were expected to arrive. Two
paratroopers jumped from the balleon shortly aftervard. The
balloon was then pulled down and the procedure was repeated.
These practices lasted two to three hours,

4, Soviet Army work details, with soldiers of varidus classes and
brarches of service but all assigned to the same unit, have
tren observed in the T.3.K. 2 Tlant since “ovember 1948, The
following information was obtained fraom Soviet soldiers:
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. seuool vhere Toviet rnmy soldiers vere given four-meek
courses in parachuting -as established in the VITI'FSEK former
srtillery school in the fall of 1948. ‘he trainees under-
~ent a physical exanination before attending tliese courses.
They expected to return to thelr units on completion of the
course. * Offieers and TIf of all branches of service narti-
cipated in these courses, each of whieh vag attended by Tour
hundred men. 'The old artillery school was about a mile
weat of the torm limits of VTIERT. and about a thousand feet

25X1 south of %the Dvina “iver.
1647 to lureh 1949
5. The following aircraft -were first observed in late “ovember

and early Decenber 1948:

** Lenpth of fuselare
wing Span aboub feet, vanered trailing

edre. Jtrikingly long nose forward of leadirns edge of “inge
Tanding rear retracted, but a rubber-vired "ince stinctly
vIS1ble under the nose., These eirceraftc 1irst observed one to
Three Times 4 voek, Tiving at an altitude of 1,300 to 2,000
feet and ascending to an altitude of zbout 2,500 feet. They
ecane fron the east ard headed southeast after flying over the
“plant and the Jvina liver. hey toved cargo rliders (length
of fuselage about 66 feet, “ing span about &80 feet), vhich
were released abont five niles east of the railroad line bo
0::SEA. The gllders, followed by the plones, landed in an
easterly direction. ‘hese aircraft have been more freocvently
observed since about ~anuary 1949. They flew all day, and
also at night since about “arch 1949, judsing from the noise
of engines. ¥ive or slx alrcraft of this type were con-
tinually observed in the air every day since late February
and early ‘arch 194%., They came from the same direction and
flew at the same altitude and ith the same course as the air-
eraft nreviously mentioned, but had no earszo cliders in tow.
Groups of eight to ten parachutists junned from each pnlane
over the area southeast of the.plemt. This activity was
repeabted throushout the day at intervaleg of about S0 minutes.
Jurine these practices, a cgptive balloon ™as holsted on a
hill east of the area —there the rarachutists descended.

bers: *** Glazed noge, lonrth about 66 feet,
Tect, doublLe rudder agscnbly, dihearal
Tinfs, landine rear ond tail —heel retracted, lo--pitched
noise of enﬁgnesl ireratt of this type {lew daj 1y in —edce
Srmation of tharse to trelve pleanes, nt an altitunde of aboutl
2,500 feet. These onireraft, unlike the four-engine alreraft,
Lad been stationed in the VITCBSL area since 1947 or 1948.
Thelr number mas not inereased in 1949,

¢. Biplanes: TFour or five plones were observed every day,
even in “inter and bad —eather.
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February 1947 to i‘arech 1949

6o There has been a great desl of day ond nicht flyine over
VITEBZK since early 1940. The following aireraft types were
observed flying in early January 1949 and in increcased number
since "arch 1949:

a, Four-ensine transports.”® Tose projeectins unusually far
beyond leading edpe of "ing, ong _rFlazed COCLpit Of %on of
Tuselape ond plazed rear funner's station,  Lengtl aboub 80
Teet, »inn span about 100 Teet, I'ive or Six of bhese planss
ware observed every desy since :‘arch 1942, flying at an elti-
tude of 1,600 to 2,000 feet. They approached from the north~-
east and flew over (IARKOVSHINA, heading southeast. Groups of
slx %o eight parachutists were observed from the plant jump-

ing from each plane over an open area about 3 miles southeast

of the plant and east of the rallroad line to 073ITA. The
paratroopers drifted in an easterly dircction toward a cantive
balloon *hich was rolsted to an altitude of 500 to 600 Teot at
some distance. Tt ag inferred that an airfield mas east of the
Junip area. ¥Five or six other planes appeared about twenty
minutes later. The same procedure was repeated every day
=ithin about tvwo hours of noon,

.4 plane of the sane type toring a carpo rlider (ving sovan
about 80 feet, length about 66 feet) approached the jump
area alnmost every day from the seme directlion, at an alti-
tude of about 2,500 feet. The glider was relcased near the
Jump arca and landed to the east. The plane disappeared in
the gssme direction. The same plane appeared about twenty -
rninutes later towing asnother cargy glider. This activity
wag conbinued until evening. Single four-enrine aircraft
vere also heard at night over TIATKOVSITITNA.

be ’.[‘v.vin~enQ%: Lne bombers:***Clazed nose, wincs dihedral, double
Tudder assembiy. Lencth D0 Lo 6D 1e€b, “inp snan Gboub BD Toeh.
IIrcrait of this type rave been observed every day since the
summer of 1948, flying in wedse formations of up to trelve
planes, at an sltitude of about 2,500 feet. Tndividual planes
mwere seldom seen.

¢. Single-ensine fichters: @ Very fast and maneuverable
length about %5 Teet, wing span about oo feet, svent Dack
"Ines, Dlrn-pltehed engine Noise. Lront Cainartnent of engine
rather long, and rudder assermbly rather big, Jarnding sear
and tail —heel retracted. Lireratrt of ttﬁg tvype were observed
every day, bub in fewer numbers than the previously rentioned
types, flying at an altitude of about 2,000 feet, six to ten
individual planes belng the maximum number observed,

25X1 | [Corment :

&, The training ¢f parachutists and airborne trgops was
preyiously obaerved in the VITIBZ areca.
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b. The aircraft types cannot be identified from the in-
accurate and presumably erroneous descrintions
of para 1 through 4,

¢. The reported detaching of 3oviet Arry soldlers to para-
ehute traininc courses was confirmed by previous rerorts and
is consldered credible. '

d. The reported four-enrine transport aireraft are either
1L-188 or TU-708., Their estimated length and ™ing span

seem to be underrated. The small number {eight to ten) of
parachutists reported jumning from each plone is inconmpre-
hengible. The employment of four-encine »ireroft secms to be
justified only by thelr towing cargo ¢liders, ~hiech accord-
ing to their estimated dlmensions, were adlmost as bip as the
toing planes. It is inferred that this probably is a large
garge ¢lider type, as vas assumed from previous rencris

on the ILIW and STALEATIOVO airfields.

e. The some twine-engine bombers mere observed |

It may be concluded from the reported "dihedral =ings” that
thiey are ThR~4s8.

. Believed to be one of the latest Vax fighters.
[ ICommept:

+ T.8.K. possibly stands for Tanko-Selmash Kombinst (Tank and
Agricultural Machine Combine).
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