7’ CLASSIFICATION ‘:@CO:JTROL - Uos §. OPRTOTATS M

Declassifigd in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/08/21 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004800130004-8

UENIKAL [ ELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT|
KTELLCT 16 /
‘ INFORMATION REPORT CD NO.
: . 50X1
COUNTRY Bulgarie C 0 DATE DISTR. 3 @AY 50
SUBJECT Dulgarien Airports NF }DE N ﬂ A L! NO. OF PAGES 4
e o gE.Sts SOX1-HUM
DATE OF SUPPLEMENT TO
INFO. REPORT MN
§ o hipiouses comems wromamonarrrenss s conoa serams |
R R R THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
: | IUT L, EEPUODDCTION OF Il ‘I-Bm vy 50X1—HUM

AT T A B AR e b b mRr] o o

1,

20

3o

4,

5.

Thore follaws a partial list of the sirports in Bulgaria, the majority of
which are under the pupervision ¢f the Soviets.

Borhurishte Airport. A permanemi airport under the supervision of the Soviets.
Une transportation squadron is lcated here. This alrport hes only one very
good rumvay, 1,100 metera long oad 500 metors wide. There are three hengars
arxl ane underground hangar.

Plovdiv Airport. This is a pernanent military airport which is also uced as
6 civilian airport by the Sovicts., It had some damage during the war but was
repaired by the Soviets. Thers are six larpe metal hangars and one repair
shop, At the north end there is & warchouse. There are instellations for
both day end night flying. 4 present, 438 Soviet Bombing Battaelion is
located heree. Thero are alre four Bulgarian pursuit equadroms, equipped with
new JAK-9 type fighters.

Gorna Dikanys Airport. Thic 36 a permanent airporte. One Soviet bambing
regimont is located here. This airport has an exceptional rumway, 1,500
meters lang and 760 moters wide; a coment rumvay 1,000 motors long ami 45
meters wide was recontly ccnstructed by Bulgarian soldiers under Soviet
supervision. There are five hangars and others under comstruction { number
not knom). The airport hec a repair ghop, cne redio station, and all
installotions for day and night flying. :

Dobrich Airport. ALl work i'as completed in October 1949 at this airport.
Two harzars were constructol by the Soviets. There are underground resovoirs
{presumably P.0.L.) with a :apacity of 30,000 liters and sncther of 10,000
liters. The rumway is corstructed of cement, 1,200 meters long and 60 meters
wide. There is also a recio ctaticn Whose antermae ias located near the
alrport. There is a traciportation squadron which the Soviets use to
transport goods to Albmia (airlift) and as a link with the Soviet Uniom.
Large four engine cergn planes land at this airport. ’

Yambol Airport. T4ie is a permanent alrport under the cantrol of the
oviets. A cement rurmway was constructed on Soviet orderse. There are four
hangars end one factory with Soviet machines. There is also a large under.

ground temk of gascline between t hangarse The airpert is used only by
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the Soviets. There is one bombing, one pursuit, nml s transportatiom
squadron here., There is a larpge warchouse for bombs and errunition. The
airnort has installetions for night flying. )

Telish Airport. This is a pormanont airport used by the Bulgarian Army
Air Forge. 1u was coustructed and used by the formans. This airport has
an excoptionnl rumway of cemomt 1,200 meters long and 100 motors wide, It
hae installations for day ond night flying. There is a new hanger ond one
shop, a redio station, and a radar station. One Soviet bembing squedron is
located hera.

Kaganlik Airport. This is a permanont airport which was uged by the Germans.
e coment rumay was canstructed by the Cermans; moasuremenmts of the eirport

are as follows: 1,500 meters long and 1,300 moters wide, During 1949 tle

" Soviets constructed snother rumiay of cememt and comerete taxi approaches.

This sirport has installations for night and day flying. One equadron of the
Bulgarian Bombing Division (135 Bombors Squadron consisting of 112 type planes)
is lecated here. There is alao a "helf unit" of Soviet trensportation planes
which are used for ths airlift to Albanig.

Vrazhdelma Airport. This iz a permanent airport used by the Bulgarians.
This is one of The bsst end largest airports because of locetiom and tho
native terrain. The airport is 2,000 meters long ard 1,000 meters wide.
There are four lerge stoel hengars, one repair shop, end varicus other
installations. At the bsgimming of Decembor 1949 the construction of ome
coment rumvay wes completed. The largest portion of the Bulgarian Air Foree
is located at this airport. There is also one pursuit squadron, whose
airplenes have been furnished by the Soviets,

Doling l'itropeliya Airport. This is a pormanent asirport of the Bulgarian Air
Force. during the war it was almost destroyed but it was ropaired in 1948,
Thare is one defense squedron with jet planes furnished by the Soviets at

this airport. Its cormander is a Soviet officer. There is also one Soviet
transportation squadron et this airport which regulerly conveys goods and men.
It has a cement rummay 1,500 metors long and 200 meters wide. The othor cement
ruvay is under constructicn. Tho airport has all necessary instellation and
one new radio station. There are two hangars and one repair shop. Thore is
one gasoline tank lacated betwoeen the hengars.

Atanngsovo Airport. This is em suxiliary airport which is scheduled te
beooms o permenewt airport this year. AL presemt there is a pilot sohool
there. There is no cement rumvey and anly a repair shop constructed of cememt
blocks end steel. The porsonnel of theo airport and the pilot school is housed
in four buildings. Yo the left of the asirport there is a 50,000 liters cement
tank for gasolins. Yhere is an ective radio station ard installeticns for
night end day {lying. :

Chorna Gorp Airport. This is an euxilisry airport with e firm, dry rusvey
1,200 moters long and 1,000 motors wida. It is Plovdiv's alternate elrport.
kit present there is one formation of Soviet pursuit plames end oné sguadran
of Bulgerisn pursuit planes located here. The.Soviet formstion has JAK-12
airplanss, omd the Dulgerians have llesserschmidt 109's.

Ivanovo Airport. This auxiliary airport is located moar the villggs of
dveanovo near Svilengrad. Thore are only two mildings at thia omergency
airport which are used for housing.

Karlovo Airport. This is a pormsnent airport of the Bulparian Air Force. The
wer damape has been completely repaired. There are four large hangars, e
pormanent repair shop, and the reguler installations of a pormenent airport.

Baleik Airport. Thie is a permement eirport of the Rulgarisn Air Foree.

The sirport is 2,000 metors long and 1,500 meters wide, and has a cement rumiey
1,000 meters long and 60 meters wide. It has four large hanpars, and two

more under eonstruction. Thore is a workshop and a gasoline tank with a
100,000 liters capacity. There is ome Bulgarian bomber squedron and two
Soviet transportation sguadromc here. ’
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Dospat Airport. This is a Pulgarian ouxiliary airport end is located on o

pla%o.u og the Rodopi llountaeins. Luring the war it was used by the Gormens.
In 1948 it was reconstructed and campleted with now installotions. Mthough
this is en euxiliory nirport, it has two ceront rumiays. One is G50 moters
langs the other is 456 meters wide (sic). At thia airport there is g Soviet
pureuit fomation. The airport is suerded by a conpany of the Soviet Arcy.

Krunovo Airport. This is a now airport constructed in 1948, with two hangars
ond ane factory. Tho eirport is 1,500 meters long and 800 notors wide. The
ruxwey gecomodatos the heaviest plancs during any season. There are installa-
tioms for day flying only at present. There is omo Soviet pursuit squadron
{15 planes) and one unit of the Dulparien Pilot School under the oormand of

a Soviet officor, .

Buhgve Airpert. This is a Bulparien auxiliary airport 1,000 metors lemg end
450 retors viide. There is a small redio station and a gonicmotor (RDF
equipment) which was left by the Gormana during their retreat. There is a
training equadron of the Dulgerien Air 'orce located here.

Sopot Airport. Comstruction of this airport began in 1948 for use by the
Fc_m‘:zgﬁﬁstmction has not been comploted. Until nav hangers, o repair
shop, nnd two fairly large warehousos have been constructod. There is ame
coment rurway 1,300 nctors long and 60 moters wide under comstructiom.

Stare Zogora Airport. This wae used during the wer by the Cormans. I% has
no permencnt rumiey and floods easily. It is 1,000 metors long and. 500
meters wido. It has four hangars ond one small repair shop. It is used
only for training purposes during the sumer.

Dolni Dupnic (sic) Airport. This airport was built for the use of the
Soviets and ic designed for bambors. It is 1,600 motors lemg end 1,000
meters wide. It has installaticns for nipitt and day traffic end is now
being used by the Soviets in their eirlift.

Grof Immatiev Airpori. This is a permenent Dulparien airport with a coment
hengar and e wewW pormensnt ropair shop. South of the airport is o gesoline
tank. An underpround tenk is also under constructiom which will have a
capacity of 100,000 literse The airport has installations for day and nipgiht
flyinge There is one formotion of Soviet bombing plones with jot motors.

Chirpon Airport. This airport is still under construction. It is being
constructed by a unit of the Dulgarian Army.

Lovoch Airport. This airpoert is located noar s temporary factory whore
Eﬁi?n‘e‘é‘%r%‘assembleds the parts coming from the Soviet Union., This factory
also mikes gonoral ropairs to aivplanes. Beoouse of the good terrain the
heaviest planes are nble to land during all seasons. For this reason it will
be one of the largest bases for Soviet pursuit plancs.

ilaslerovo firport. This is an euxiliary airport 1,6C0 moters long and 800
meters Wides 1t has o dry rumway et all seasons. Thore is no comont rumray

.but eastruction is to be made during 1950, Thore is cne Soviet pursuit

squadron.

Urba Airport (sic). This eirport is five kilometors south of Varna. It is
small with a few Soviet tranaport planes stetioned therc.

Orlino Airport. This is a Balgarian suxiliary airport which was used by tim

rnans during the wer. A ceront rurway is under construction. It is locabed
o s pletean on the Rodopi Hountains near ihs village of Spatako (sic)o There
are only a few Soviot planes here. Thers are plans %o noke thia a lorge base
for Soviet pursui® planes.

Yombol Batevo Airport. This is on auxiliary airport amd is located 10
kilomoters gouth of Yambol. This airport will be used as a pilot training
school by the Fulgnrisns. Tiere is only one hangar and o few buildings whore
the Bulpgerien porsomel livos.
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28. Varne Chaiks Airport., This is an old Dulgarian base near the Black Sem. I%
hat two hangars ond installetioms for Soviot ses planes. Those are nainly
transport planes end are used to transport poods Srom the Soviet Iniom into
Bulgerine. At the sawe time it is a station for sea planes vhich fly from
the Soviot Union to Albania. liost of the time it is filled with planes.

Cormont ¢ ‘ : 50X1-HUM

1. the follawing airfields
as listed belaw were not in existence ot the omd of 1945:
Parsgraph 3 - Gorna Dikenya
Parapgraph 10 - Atanassovo
Parsgraph 11 - Cherna Gore
Paranpgraph 12 = Tvanovo
Paragraph 17 « Buhovo
Paragraph 18 = Sopot

Dolni Dupnie (sic)

g

Parpgraph 20

Paragraph 22 = Chirpan
Paragraph 24 = Haslarovo
Paragreph 25 » Urba (sic)
Paragraph 26 = Orlinc
Paragraph 27 < Yambol Botevo
Paragraph 28 = Varna Chaika

2o liost of the placos menticnmed nbove are in immediste praximity of existing
airfields ar leveled off emorgency landing grounds end it does not appear
probable that the alleged elaborate constructions were carried ocut.

3. Ths sirport alleged to be at Atanassove might have boen wistaken with
the airport Sarafovo. The former is a villpge within throe miles of
Burgas ond is locoted on terrain unsuitable for en anirfielde, The
airfield of Sarafovo is within five miles of Burgas and has been in use
for a mumber of years. Similarly, the airfields given as Urba and Chaika,
noar Varng, might refer to the established air bases knom as Peinerdjik
and Sessowmes. ‘ ’

4. The alleged conecrete rumiay construction does not seem feasible. Prior-
to 1945 Bulgerie hod one inadequate concrete rursray, et Vrazhdelma, which
wes cbout 800 meters long and could not accammodate heavy bombers.

5o The existence of underground hengers and rader statioms lilkewise do mot
soem feasible; they did not exist in Bulgariae up to 1945 end the present
size of the Bulgarien Air Foree hardly worrents such construction.
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