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About the middle of July 1950, a Tupgoslav delesmtion was sent to Trieste under
the auspices of the Ministry of Merchant Marine to confer with the directors

of Triestine or Italian shippins companies with headquarters in Trieste. The
Yugoslav delepation inecluded the followin:-: Pezel, Viletic, Vukotic and Perovie,
They conferred vith Giovenni Suttora of the Italis Navigation Company and with
Dr, Luclano fandrin of Lloyd Triestino, who originelly were ascheduled to fa)

to Belyrade for the same purpose. Reportedly, the Yucoslav dslegation was
entirely satisfied with the results obtained. Following the arreements

reached ‘at this conference, there now exists an unofficial accord between

the three participants for the handling of earzo in the ports of Trieste

An important feetor leading to the agreoment was the presence in Trieste of
an unidentified rejresentative of the American Export Line who conferved
with the Yuposlav delegation and offered them the services of certein ships
on Mediterranean runs tc hel: carry carge which Yugoslav shirs could not
handle. He had been informed of their arrival by the local agent of the
Amerjcan Export Lines, a certaln Starcic,. This offer virtunlly forced the
Trieste com anies to reach an agreement with the Yugoslavs on the handling

The main objective of the Trieste companies at this conference was to safe-
guard their traditicnal lines with the lear Eastern and North African norts,
iunech of the cargo for these two areas originates in Yugoslavk and is now
beinz shirred on Yuposlav vessels through the port of Rijeka, The fTrieste
companies, at the same ti-e, could not risk losing lucrative Itelian trade
by causing cffense to the Italian Government through too close an agreement
with the Yngoslavs, COurrently, most of the oficials of these two companies,
if only for economic reasors, feel themselves to be Triestine rather than
Ttalian, tut, for rolitical reasons, dare not express themselves openly on

The Yuroslav delemation was most anxious to reach an agreement with the Trieste
comranies beeause the small Yuroslav lerchant Marine is unsble to maintain
resular service between Trieste ani Rijeka and the Near ‘mst, This short—
coming was particularly irritating to the Yugroslav Ministry of Commerce which
is dong everythinu~ in its pover to maintain and win tew markets in the Near
East. It ofter happened that a Yu oslev vessel, after discharging car;p in
Alexandria, would have tc go to Beirut to load only 50 tons of carro for Rijeke
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vhile, at the same time, a Triestine vescel would be returnin- enpty from Beirut
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to Trieste,

5. The agreement, which will permit both Yuroslav and Trieste ships to handle
each others cargoes in the ports of Trieste and Rijeka in a mutuslly
profitable way, will result in considerabls saving in time end expensz to
bhe Yugoslavs and will increase the tusiness of the Trieste comparniesg,
After the tonference, two of the Yuroslav delegates went to BFled whers
they gave Tito a complete account of vhat was accompliched,

6. The results of this cenforence are bein: kept secret by the Tries’e companies,
in the face of the current Italisn press cempaion apainst the Yurnslavs,
whom they clai~ are trying to mono.clize all trade in the Adriatic, the
direetors of the Lloyd and Italia com.anies are rather fearful of tuc official
reacticn of the Italian Government to the accord. When Oscar 7iilo, director
of the Ttelirn ANSA News Agency, requested the results of the conference from
1loyd Triestino, he ag informed that the full results of the confererce

2?5{?AP°t vet ready for publicatiocn.

Corment: From independent sources it hos been ecnfirmed that Trieste
s now stopyins in Rijeke to load and unload o
253&1;& are now stopiin: Jjeka to lo 2?%1’%\
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