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albanian merchent marine seamen are required to be members of the Albenien
Commmnist Party and muet uvndergo a speciel security check before sailing
outside Albanian waters. Party membership, however, has heen facilitater
for ship captains, engineers and other ke porsonnel. Small vessels se’ling
between Albania and Italy, and Trieste an¢ Yugoslavia usually heve e r.ew of
fi-e to ten men, it is not unusual to f£ind that only
tuo or three of the crew are regular seamn, while the others eve p.iitical
commissars,#

As a rule. political commissers on the sh'ps are young Commmniss Wio the

Albenian Govermment feels can be trusted 1ot to desert and whe will nlso

report properly on the other sesmen, Mary of the commlssars .sake only cne

trin and are then replaced by others who have never before Jeft the iountry, 25X1X
Some of these young men sre illjterate, sut appesar to be v.ry consei:ntious in
carrying out their duties, at lesst on “he first few trip:. I

one or two who, having made several voyiges to Trieste, seem to be siccumbing

to the "temptations" of the Western world and spend mauy hours dancirsy and

. drinking in the cafes, leaving their clarges in relative freedom.

The political commissers are not know: to have been asgigned positive ntelligence
hey have conucted no
Albenlans in the city and appear to deal only with the shipping sgents L1 clarge of
the cargo to be discharped and load.d. It is known, however, thet a cureisse.

was instructed to Inquire about Melmet Alltuni, an Albanian living in ‘rieste

who was suspected of telking part 7a intelligence activities against th: present
Albanian regime,

While engaged in rums along the Albanien coast, the seamen s re werned not to
have contact with the crew members of foreipn vessels in Albanian ports. None
of the ships going totween Altuniz and Trieste has ever' been known t: stop at
thv. Tglend of Saseno. All fraight destined for that island is transs:ipped at
Vlone i small boats. usually memmed by militery or navel personnel,

—_Cg_xm_g_eg_ig: In connection with this paragraph, your attenticnm is
invited towgiving informetion on the crew of the Albanian schooner
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