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1. The Albanian Army consists of thres infentry divisions* end two full inde-
pendent hrigades directly under the General Staff. The total strength of
the Army 1s estimated at 40,000 to 45,000 men,

2. There are zlso the forces of the Security Corps which have military or-
ganization consisting of the Border Guerd units (twelve battalicmag, and
the three Special Pursult Brigades. The total strength of these is about
10,000 menm,

3. The Albanian Arvmy was formed on the basis of the Partisan guerrilia ermy,
from which almost all the officers have come, This army was reorganized
in 1945 and 1946 by the Yugoslava, and it hes again been reorganized
under the supervision of a Soviet Miaslen located in Albanie. The most
recent reorganization follows Soviet pattern end methods with a basis of
universal eompulsory service, For the most part, Soviet materiel is used.

4., As a result of the efforts of the Soviet Mission, the Albanian Army,
though small, is comparatively large for a country as smell as Albania,
The Soviet orgenizers are itrying by every means to give it Communist
fanaticism and faith, The effort is contimally made to impress on the
Albanien Army that Albenia is being threatened from every side.

; 5, | A series of fortifications along the Albenien border which ard&0X1-HUM

: being constently improved, vary from a depth of 50 to as muen as 80 kilo-

! moters end increasse the defensive potential of the Albanian Army. 50X1-HUM

i .

E @ Q' A speclal effort is being made to eduecate the officers of the Albsnian

! w 2| Army. In addition to the frequent additional training courses in Albante,

| & perticularly for the junior officers, there is a system of advanced train-

u ] = W | ing in all erms for senior officers of the Army in the Soviet Union.

P \Oi Security Unit (Sigurimi) senior officers also take advenced training in

1 e |.°- '&, . the Soviet Union, .

'S 8

P e . ":’.‘2 7. ] An unconfirmed report states that provisions are being made to increase

E g £ i | -the Regular Aymy by about 30,000 men by the formetion of three additional

:#5z% || Divisions (Berat - Favaja - Shkoder). There is sufficient equipment for

£ ‘__L: g .« | the formation of three additionel Divisions, If there is insufficlent

= G tl{ e ~ .
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Soviet m%teriel, equipment which wes given to Albenia by Tugoslavia
is avzilable, This equipment was used to arm the existing three Di- 50X1-HUM

wvisions before Soviet squiwent replaced ii,

8. The best :ama].ysi.sil indicates thet the Albanian Awmy is quite strong in five
power, .

9. The whole appearance of the Albanian Army|indicates that it is a new army
with many shortages in uniforms and persomal equipment,

10, An engineer battsliom of the Shkoder Brigede has moved to the Gjorgucat
region to comstruct fortifications.

11, TUnits have a suffieient mumber of reck-animals for their tramsportation re-
quirements inside Albania,

12, HNo special supply units have been cbserved for the movement of iupp.‘l:l.es
on & wider scale from the supporting sreas. It is reported that in case
of pecessity privately owned pack-enimals :‘vill be requisitioned.

13, Bscently there has been a camplete cemsus of privatsly owmed enlmals for
purposes of futwe military use,

14, The Albanian Army has considernble defensive potentislities which are aided

by the strong fire power of the Albenian units, the mountainovs terraein,
and well-designed fortification in depth,

15, There is an \mconﬂmﬁb that the Albanians, expecting the seizure
of their comtry by a Yugoslav, or Allied military force, have drawm 50X1-HUM
up & plan for tranaforming the regular Albanian Army into a guerrille ammy.
The preparations for this began in May 1950 with the collection of amsmmi-
tion and other supplies in seeret stores in the mountainous regioms of
Skrapari, Tomori, Mirdita, and Shkoder,
Albe; - ¥ lay er
16. The following units ave disposed near the Albanian border with Yugoslavias

a, An Indapendeht Brigade corsisting of two infaniry regiments and an
artillery regiment

b. Two Indgpendant Infantry Regiments end an artillery force (probtably a
battery

¢, An infantry regiment belonging to 8 Division
d. Six Border Guard hattalions
6. Two Speolal Pursuit Battalions (Burrel and Shkoder) for suppressing
mationalist zuerrillas; the resson for their being siationed there is
probably the increased guerrille activity instigated by Tito,
17. Regular Army units are stationed az follows:
a. 1 Division:
(1) Headquarters and independent formations in Tirana

(2) Iofantry regiment - Staff and independent formations in the Dibra
area

Three battalions in the Dibra ares

(3) 31 Infantry Regleent - Staff and independent Formations in Kukes
Three battalions in Kukes

SE?&T/COM‘ROL - U, 8, OFFICIALS ONIY

CONFIDENTIAL

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/05/04 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007300380012-1



13,

21,

cmemwalTl l“\ e /o

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/05/04 - CIA-RDP82-00457R007300380012-1
[T I T [4
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 50X1-HUM

S

{4) Infantry regiment in Tiranag [  |this is probably 50X1-HUM
held in reserve for use against Yugoslavia,

b. Artillery Regiment:
(1) Staff and formations in Tirana
(2) Battery of mommtain artillery in the Dibter area
(3) Battery of mountain artillery or mortars in the Kukes area
(4) Battery in Tirama '

¢. 26 Iafantry Regiment (8 Division): Staff, independent formations, amd
units, all based in Pogradec

d. Independent Infantry Brigads:
(1) Base at Shkoder
(2) Two infantry regiments in the Shkoder reglon
(3) Oume artillery regiment in the Shkoder region

e, Independent Infantry Regiment in the Kukes area: Battery of artillery

in the Kukes area ,
| this regiment with 31 Infentry Regiment of 1 Divis- 50X1-HUM
ion probably forms the new Independent Brigade,

¥, Engineers Brigade in Shkoder: Two battalions of this brigede are in
the Shkoder area,

Disposition of Border Gard battalionss
8, Frenjas
b, Librazhd
¢. Peshkopi
d, Kokes -
e, Doutsal (sic, probably Ducaj)
f. Shkedor -
Tork Regiuents
a, A tank regiment is stationsd at Tirana, and there is a unit of
tanks at Tirana (24 armored vehicles and 24 Soviet tanks, probably
SY. 76, described as 1light tanks to accompany infantry),
b, There is a unit of tanks at Kavaje of the same composition.
c. The_reisalmitoftankebeingorganizedatnme-,
The speeial brigades for the pursuit of nationalist guerrillas are mume
bers 1, 2, and 3 and are based at Shkoder, Burrel, and Tepelepne, Each
has a strength of about 1,000 men vho are Commmnists,
Since 1 Division is disposed neayr Yugoslavia, as are the Independent
- Brigades of Shkoder and probably Kukes, the reserves at the dig.

poeal of the Albanian Gemeral Statf may be comsidered to be the follow-
ing: '
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a, Five infantry battalions of the Vlone Brigade (two regiments less

one tattalion forming the garrison at Saseno Island)

Total strength is about 2,500 men,
b. A regiment of heavy artillery
¢. The tank regiment
d, Three special pursult brigzdes

Je.\ —/’_J 50X1-HUM

22, Albenia is under comtimual pressure frem Yugoslavia and is constantly
expecting the invasion of strong guerrilla upiis from Yugoslavia, Con-
s;qw“gtly she cannct move militery units from the Yugoslav sector 4o use
Sl8eUNers .,

Albanian Border 50X1-HUM
2%, Neazr th Albanian border thers are two infantry brigades (less

ons infantry regiment) plus four border-guard battalions, as follows:
a, 5 Division:

(1} Headquarters and independent formatione under the command of the
Division are at Gjiinokaster, viz.:

Headguarters company (stremgth of 50 men)

Transport oompany - 50 vehicles of 3 to 5 toms (strength of
120 enlisted men and 8 officers)

Engineors company (two platooms of ploneers, one platoon off
ulne-layors and mine-sweepers, one platoon of bridge-builderss
total strength of 120 men .

Compuniestions company (two platoons of wireless operators;y two
platoonsof telephone operators; total strength of 120 men)

Security company for the Division (three platoons of 25 men ezch \\
iifli_sgaié?n_g—su})—%clﬁne guns); the company has & total strength’
Battery of anti-tank guns (stremgth of 70 msn, four cannon of
Soviet type, 45mm., 1942)

Training wits: [

1
Center for training selectl_f scouts; strength of 50 ~ 60 men

Treining battalion for non-commissionsd officers; tuwo rifle
companies,’ one mortar company; one machine gun company; total
strepgth of 400 men

Musie company (stremgth of 40 men)

(2) 31 Infaniry Regiment: Staff and independent formations, ihree
infantry battalions at Gjinckester

(3) 18 Infantry Regiment: Two infantry battalions, staff and inde-
pendent formations at Delvine

One infantry battalion at Sarands
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5 I
{4) 7 Infantry Regiment: Staff and independent formaticns at
Pernot
Two infantry battalions at Permet; one infantry battslion

at leskovik

(5) 3 Regiment Mountain Artillery: Staff and independent for.
matlons at Gjinokaster

Ove unit of artillery at Gjinoknster
Oue battery of artillery at Dolvine
One unit of mortars at Gjinockaster
b. 8 Division »
(1) Headquerters and independent formations under the command
of the Division are at Koree.; the inde~ 50X1-HUM

pendent formaticns are reported to be the same as those of
5 Division with approximately the same strength in eaech,

(2} 9 Infantry Regiment: Headquarters and independent forma-
tions in vicinity of Flog

Two infantry battalions in vieinity of Flog
A battalion at Erseke

(3) 1 Infentry Rogiment: Headquarters and independent forma-
tions at Koree

Two infantry battalions at Rorce
One batielion at Bilisht

(4) 26 Infantry Regiment; Based in Pogradec, and is oriented
towards Yugoslavia (in the Prespes reglon and to the north),

(5) 7 Artillery Regiment: Staff and independent formaticns at
Korce

Battery of mountain artillery at Korece
Uoit of mowntain artillery at Korce
Battery of mortars at Bilisht

¢. Ilocation of border-guard wnita;

(1) The 10/Border-Guard battalion at Sopik has a strength of
500 men apd maintains the seetor from Sarands to Stungara,

(2) The 15 Border-Guard battalion at Gjorgucat has a strength of
550 men and maintains the ssetor from Stungara to Nemercke.

(3) A border-guard battalion (mumber wknown) at Leskovik has a
strength of 650 men and maintains the svetor from Nemercke
to Skorovot,

(4) A border-guard battalion (mumber unknown) at Bilisht has a
strength of 550 (?) men and maintains the sector from Skorovot
to junetion of Albanian - Yugoslav border,

d. Commumications:

(1) Telephons;. There is a complete communications network from
*  G¢inolaster and Koree to the border as far as the border
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gumrd-posts, The chief telephone csnters are Sarande,
Gjinokaster, Permet and Korce, IFrom these the tolephons
network is directed towards the senter at Tirana on four
maln trunk lines,

(2) Uirelese: - Central stations have been noted at Gjinokaster
and Force and at the bases of the Divisions. All the units
down to and including battalions and artillery tatteries
everyuhore have wireless sets. The border-guard battalions
also have wireless sets for direct commsction with their
Center (the Border-Guard Commend in the Ministry of Security).

o, Transport:

(1) Vehicles: -~ There are 80 to 100 vehicles for eaeh division,

(2) Animals: - The units ave self-sufficient in paclr-animals
for transportation within the umits. The presence of special
supply units to take care of supplies and transportation on
a larger scale from reglons behind the front lines has not
beon reported,

f. Strength:
(1) Sector from Sarands to Erseke
Three border-guard batialionss
Men: 1700 (approximately)
Weapoms: 1500 Rifles
71_Light machine gunc
27| Breda rachire guns
12 z 82 mm. Moytars
48 Subemochine gums

‘The weapons of the border-suard battaliona 50X1-HUM

Ooe full infantry division:*
Three infantry regiments (nine battalions)
Men: 6000 (approximately)
Weapons : 5000 Rifles -
600 Sub-machine guns
72 Anti-tavk rifles

12 x 75 vm, Moumtain eannon
12 x 40 mm, Anti~tank eannon
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Regiment of mountain artillery:
Menz 900
Weapons: 16 x 107 ma. Mortars
28 x 76,2 mm, Mountain guns
70 Sub-machine gums
Independent wnits of the Divisions
YMem: 600
Weapons ; 400 Rifies
' 100 Sub-machine guns
18 Light machine guns
9 Heavy machine guns
9 x 82 o Mortars

4 x 45 mm, Anti-tank guns

Grand Total Sirength of the Armed Forces in the Sector from
Sarande io- Erscke

Men s / 9200
Woapons 6900 Rifles
650 Sub-mmchine guns
270 1ight meebine guns
100 Heavy machine guns
100 x 82 mm, Marta.ra
28 x 107 am. Mortars
12 x 76.2 mn, Mountain artiliery guns
16 Anti-tank camnom
7R Anti-tapk rifles
(2) Sector from Erseke to Yugoslay border
. One border-guard bettalion;
Hemn: 550
Weapoms: 500 Rifles
12 Light machine gums
(?) Breds machine guns
16 Sub-machine guns
g Anti-tank rifles
One full infantry division (less ons regiment) #**
Two Infantry Regiments:
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Weapons : 3200 Rifles
350 Sub-machine gums
12 Anti-tank rifles
180 Light machine guns
60 Heavy machins guns
60 x 82 mm, Mortars
8 x 107 mz, Mortars
& x 75 mn, Cacnon
8 Anti-tank Cenmon
tne regiment of mountain artillery:
Mens 900'
Heapons: 28 Mountain gms
16 x 107 mn, Mortars
70 Stb-snchine guns
800 Rifles
Indepondent units of the division:
Hems 600
Weapons: 400 Rifles
100 Sub-machine gums
12 Light machine guns
_ S Beavy machiric guns
9z 82 mn. Mortars
4 x 45 ma, Anti-tank cannom

Total Strength of the Armed Foroes in the Eraeke to the Yugoslav
Border Seotor

Ken: 5500
Heapons s 4900 Rifles
510 Sub-mechine quns
12 Anti-tank rifles
200 ILight machine guns
70 Heavy machine guns
Wx&m.w

28 x 76.2 m, Mouniain guns
2i x 107 mn. Hortars
8x 75 m, Gune
12 x 45 =, Anti-tank guns
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a. Rea). offensive activity cannot be undertaken by 5 Division and 8 Divis
on
vhich are disposed| Army forees are oecupled50X1-HUM
: gwmmthmdimimbemsdfcrmothmmouthmdsfm
border,

3 | Comment s __|a fourth in-
antry division, the 6 bivision, with headquarters at Shkoder, 48 in50X1-HUM

the process of formetios,

= Comment: The 5 Division
e Coment: The & Division S0X1-HUM
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