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The following raeport, although out of date, may serve %o supplement information
already known.

‘In October 1947 the following railroads in the MPR had been completed:

s DBorzya (116-4, 50-25) ~ Bayan Tumen (Choy Balsan, 114-3F, 48~03) line.
This line, single-track, broad-gauge, and approximately 350 kilometers
in length, starts from the Borzya railway station on the liolotov Line,l
a branch line of the Irans~Siberian Railway of the USSR, and reaches
Bayan Tumen via Eryeentsab (115-45, 49-48). Construction on this line
was begun in May 1940 and completed in Octoter 1940. Most of the work
was done by prisoners of the USSR.

bs Bayan Tumen - Tamsag Bulag (117-38, 47-10) line, a light, single-track
railway, approximately 300 kilometers in length. 1t was built for
military purposes during 1943 by the Railway Unit of the Soviet Army.
1% runs via katad Suma (approximately 115-80, 456-20), and is the main
supply line for Tamsag Bulag, a forward defense post for Bayan lTumen.

¢, bayan Tumen - Bayan Bolag line, a single-irack, light railway rumaing
northwest for about 30 kilometers. I% is mainly used to traasport the
coal necessary for the cperation of the Borzya-Bayen Tumen and Bayan
Tumen-Tamsag Bulag railways, as well as to Bayan Tumen, Tamsag Bulag
and other cities along the railway.2 Construction on this line was
begun in 1942 and completed in 1943. It is directly connected with
the Bayan Tumen-Temseg Bulag line and has the same gauge.

d. Ulan Bator (106-53, 47-55) - Nalayha (107-20, 47-47) line, & single-
track light railway, 38 kilometers in length, which is mainly used for
transportiné coal from ¥alayhe to Ulan Bator, a trip which takes about
four hours. Construction on this railway, the firs'b to be laid i
PR, began in 1937 and was completed in
by prisoners.
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9. Lyskhta (approximately 106-30, 50-20) - Chagan Lrgi (approximatoly
106-00, 48-02) line, a single-track, broad-gauge railway, about 40
kilomoters long, which is connected to the byakhtawulUlan Ude lins. '’
This line was laid in 1944 and 1645 sad ig purely aoumeroial, auppliriag.
goods to the areas wegt of Ulan batoer and transporting materials from
those arems to the USSR. Chagan Ergi“ iz a center of trade betwean the
MPR and the USSR, being a port on the Selenge River which gan be res ched
by flat-botiomed steamships, as largs as 300 tons, from Ulag Ude. Both
the LPR and USSR have austoms stations ir Chagan Ergi. :

The Borgya-Bayan Tumen line was oze of the most important lines utilized by
the Soviet troops in their advance on central kanchuria from sorthwestera
sendhuria in 1945. The necessity for this line had become apparent during

the Yomonhan Inoident of 1939, when the Soviet forces had to depend on. .
$ruck tranapcrt from Eryeentsab for supplying their front line troops, whilé
the Japansse eculd get supplies to Nomonhen without difficulty, utilizing

the Pai.Tu Railway, from Paich'engteu (122-852, 45-37) o Tuluerh (40 kilb-
meters nortiwest of Halon Arghan, approximately 119-58, 47-15), and the
Wegtern line of the lorth ianohurian Railway. 4 Soviet survey for the
Dopzya-Bayan lumen line was oarried put immedistely sftor peace was condluded
in September 1989, The rcad has vec(me an essontial supply line to Bayun
Tumen. In 1947 normul traffic on the 1ine wag three traing daily, each =
comprising from 20 to 30 feoight oars. M. passenger traias were ‘rua, but when
the pasgenger traffioc was sufficient, bassanger coachss were attached: to the
freignt trains, Tho trip tock about 14 hours. Betwsen the end of July and
the middle of August 1945 a daily average of about 60 trasas oparated an this
ling. .

in 1947 the traflic on the Bayan tumea-lamsag Bulag line consisted of oné
freight train of about 20 cars each day. The trip took 12 hourg. . ’

1t has been rumored that the followiag railways were under oonstruction in
Ootober 1947: Altan Bulag (106-25, 50-08) - Ulan bator 1ine®, Ulan Pator -
Bayan Tumen line, aad the Ulan Bator - Ugzamiin Uude {Ude, 111-00, 44-27)
line.
. 25X1A

1.

Comnent. 1% is generally believed that the railway line extending
© Bayan Tumen branches off from Borzya, but it actually branches eff
frem the 78th Shunting Station aext to the Borezya Statitn, on the
zﬁgg(r%%zouli gide. . :

Commont. There is a coal mine in Bayan Bulag whioh supplies the
coal for the railway 1ines mentionsd and for the eastern part of the
Mk, lhe quality of coal nroduced is fine, ‘
Commdnt ., Aogording to the report of another agenay, the ocoal
in the Dayan Tumen area is of lower grade thaa that produced in the
Nalayha field. ‘

3. EEEMComent. The coal from {le Nalayha mine is of high gquality aad is

wIdely uged Ey the power plant aad in various industries, as well as fer
heating in privete houses in Ulau Bator,

F@w. Aecording %o another agengy, the Ulan Bator-ialayha
line has been convarted to broad gauge.

4. Commeat. Chagan krpgi lies 16 kilomoters southeast of Suhe Daatar
approximetely 10600, 50-00;, oo the Selenpe River. Suhs Bsatar is also

8 trading port between the wPR and the USSR.

B -Commeat, The daily operation of & trains on 8 single-track line
soems lmpossible; source may have weant &0 cars, or 6 trains.
B Corneat. A railway line from Borzya to bryeentsab existed before

25X1X

COIFIDES TIAL
Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008300310005-5



25X1A

25X1A

25X1A

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008300310005-5

60

T

CCNF1DEITIAL
25X1A

CENTRAL INTELIIGUNCE AGENCY

-3

1639, and this section of the line was still in excelleat condition

in 1947. The extension of the lins, from Eryeentsab to Bayan Tumen,

18 in bad condition: sand blecks it during the winter and rainy
seagons, and in cold wéather it ls blogked by snow. .

25X4A -

Comment. The mistaken notion that such 'a"line was uader congt-
Tuction may nave developed from a contusion of the llan Bator-ialayha
line with 2 railway exteunding the USSR lina to dyakhta down to the
capital of the MPR, which seemed a logical development. however, the
jnterrozation of priscners of war, monitoring of radio broadeasts, and
study of existent publications failed to develop say evidence that the
line was under construction.

I Comment. Accordine to the report of arother agensy, a broad-
pauge railromd from Ulan Bator to iyakhta existed in Nay 1950. The same
report also mentions the reported construction of a line from Ulan Bator
to Naushinskiy, USSR. 7The existence of both these lines, if two are
intended, seems improbable, S50-19254 reported that in June 1948 there
was no railway under construction between Ulan Bator and Kyakhta.

Comment. Adoording te a foreign expert on wonpelis, whose know-
ledge of the areas was palned prior to August 1945, the construotion of
both of these lines is impossible, in view of the euvironmental
conditions. Another source, however, reports that the construction of
thege lines was anuounced by the Second Section of the Ministry of
Nationsal Vefense. ‘

Comment. According bto another agency, the line between Ulan
Bator and bayan lumen has been reported. A map produced by the
Cartographie Section, wilitary Topographers Administration, Gensral
Staff of the Armed Forces of the USSR, 1947, chows as under construction
the Bayse Tumea-Tamsag Bulag line, with a brench runaing to Dzuun Bulag
(approximately 115-20, 47-00), and a line from Bayan Tumen to Uuldze
(approximately 112-50, 48-00). ’
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