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The evacnation of most of the civiliasn population from a section of the
Ruranian-Tugoslav frontier, centered on Timisoara, beran om 19 June 1951
and continued for a week, It is sstimated that between 20,000 and 25,000
persons were moved,

The operation was kept n comvlete secret until two days beflore it was due
to tegin, The Comunist Party organ Scenteis even tried to.cover it up by
degeribing "the successful harvest at the Timlsosra area,". although har-
vesting, in ascordsnce with an ancient tradition; alwnyz tegins on 29 June
in that district. The move was actunlly carried out imrediately before
the crop was due to be ‘rought in, which is an indie-tion of its urgency
and importance, in view of the earlier nropaganda for a full, efficient

and guick harvest,

Since then, soldiers have teen billeted in the svacu-

50X1-HUM

ated villares, and have bronght in moat of the harvest.

It ig not Imowm

vhether they are to remin vermnently, or vhether they will be withdrawm
once the harvest 1 cormleted, The few Western observers who are familiar
with the crop position viewed the evacuation with consideratle pessinisnm,
It is generslly considered that it wms earried out mainly for security
and defense purposes, although it has also been sugpeated that the Russo-
Rurmanian Staff may be planning maneuvers in this area, especially if
fighting 13 ended in Korea.

Up to now there wers two distinct zones alang the Rumanian-Yugoslav
frontier, The first, about six kilometers deep, waa practically evacu-
ated some tinme apo, and a snecial military verrit is needed to enter it.
The second zone, akout 20 kilometers deep, still hsd its normal population,
ard corld to entered Ty means of a document from either a factory or a
governnent department certifying that the visit was mads on musiness. The
present opsration has now in effect placed the two zones under the some
regims by the removal of all persmms who might hamper the Army. The popu~
lation consisted of a mixture of Rumanians, Hunparians, Serbs, Cermans
(Siebenburgen-Saxons and Suabia.ns), and the evacustion appesrs to have been
divected equally apainst all nationalitles, and by no mesns against the
Serba in partieular. Some villages were left completely empty, while in

others trusted Perty mem ted to remain, | |
the categories evacunted were
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former S,S. men, ex-Army officers who hed not been recalled to duty, busl-
nesgmen with connections atroad, saloon-owners, menmufacturers and property
owners with money or relations abroad, refugees from Bessarabla (who had
fled before the returning Russian muthorities), and a mixed group of persons
politieally suspected for cme reascn or another, Thls deseriptiom is
approximately accurate in areas where only a part of the population was
removed,

L. The evacuation wms carried out speedily amd with a certain care for the
minimom eomfort of the peraons concerned., Road or rail transportation wms
provided nearby, trucks were equipped with benches and straw, and all evacuees
were medically examined before they were moved. Those found unfit to travel
wers either allowed to stey tehind or sent to near-by villagea, Bvacucea
were permitted to take along a part of their property, including a cow, two
horses and three other animals, The evacuees and their property wers given
transportation by families, two or thres to a railrcad car or trucks, They
were taken to areas in the neighborhood of Calafat, to Dobrogea, and some to
Mimtenis, near the Russian border., No preparations were made for their
reception, tut they were later given timber with which to build themselves
huts, Although no details are knoun of their present condition, it is to
be supposed that it is wery hard,

5, HNeo attempt is being made to find and deport the .cons:gerabla number of per—
sons who mucceeded in lsaving the villages and go inté hiding in time %o
avoid the evaoation, Some of these have sincé returnad to their homes or
are atill wandering, @o that the operation canmnot bo considered completed.

6. The police used to earry cut the oporation were not taken from the local
Militia, tot brought from other poarts of the comntry.

7. The eperation was ascompanied by virulent press attacks on Tito, tut these
have been a constant featurs, and it is difficult to say whether there has
really been any increase in violenca, The Cominform also recently marked
the third anniversary of its expulaion of the Yugeslav Commmmist Party, and
this was an occasion for atiacks on the Tito regime,

8. One effect of the evacuation was to increase the general anxiety of the
population and 1ts feeling of insecurity, fear of war, and dialike of the
Government, Even Party members have been disturbed, and there have been
suggestions that the evacuess were the victims of complete indifferemce in
the areas in which they were "resetiled.” _

9, There have been rumors since the evacuation that the suthorities are pre-
paring a genersl evacuation of bourgeois and non-productive elements, as
in Bucharest. It is sugpested that the police already have files containing
70,000 to 100,000 namas, There has been an attompt, sccordingly, by members
of the middle classas to take refugs in officianl employment and other work
recognized az essential,
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