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I. Relationship Between HVB and FOF,

1. The FOF is a reserve force of the HMB, and FOF members are classified cos
"orogressive regerves"l of the Philippine Communist Party end the HMB,
This clessification derives from the fact that while FOF members are
sative in a legally registered labor union, their objectives, in generel,
parallel the long range nolicies of the Philipvine Communist Party and
the AMB, Although the rank and file members of the FOF are not aware of
this elassifieation of their membership, FOF officers have been so informed.

2, TFOF officers helieve that the lovalty of rank and file members to their
leadership is so strong that they will follow the decisions of their leaders.
When the need arises, and vhen arms are available in sufficient cuantities,
FOF members will be armed to participate in HMB operations in the Visayas.

3. The FOF organization is strong in the following locrllties in Negros:
Sen Carlos, Pulupandan, Valladolid, San Fnrique, Bazo, Hinlgaran, La Castel-
lana, Tsabela, Binalbagan, Himemaylan, Kabankalen, Ilog, and San Carlota,

1T, FOF-HMB Offlcers.

1, TWicanor Dimson,2 who is also known as Alfredo Fernandez, is an HMB
arganizer and director who was sent by Gulllermo Capadocie to organize
HMB units in the mountains of Negros Occidental., He succeeded in
organizing 50 men at Taguk, Kabankalan, Negros Oceldental, where he was
captured with his men and with some documents. In order to protect his
men, Dimson confessed to being personally responsible for their activities,
The men subsequently were released. While he was 1n Negros, Dimson con-
tacted Zacarias Seminio, President of the FOF Chapter in Pulupandan,
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Negros Oceldentel. On Capadocin's orders, Dimson did not contact other
FOF units in order to confine hie work to the mountein aress,

2, Varuel Pelecios is the first vice president of the FOF, ss well as chief
of the FOF organization in Fegros., In Jupe 1951, Palacios was confined
in the Covermment's Panay Tesk Force Stockade in Tloilo City, Ileilo,
Palaeios wes released on the basis of the testimony of Pedro Torres
¥y Ternora® wvho was then under detention, and upon the intervention of
Govermor Rafeel lacson, Torres exonerated Palscios by gtating that the
latter had quarvelled with Capvadocie st a meeting in FOF Headquarters
in Tloile in 1949, thus demonstrating that the two were not on good terms.4

3. Covernor Lacson aprointed Palacior s deputy egent of his office after re-
lessing him from the stockade., Iacson supports Palacios beesuge the
latter commands a considerable vpolities) foree in Negros. Palacios has
eprroximately 40 amall arms in Tlog, in addition to an unspecified quantity
of ormg in Talubangi, Kabankalan, Negros Occldental. BEdmwnd Veil and
Pedro Buenaventura, relatives of Palacios who ere brothers-in-law, control
a cache of aporoximately 30 weapons in Tlog, Neither Vall nor Busna-
ventura are members of the FOF, but they represent Palaclos in Tlog, and
Buenaventura 1s & deputy agent of Isecson,

4. Zacarias Seminlo,who formerly was a clese sssoeciate of Cuillermo Capadoeclia,
is Presldent of the Pulupandan Chapter of the FOF, as well zs an orgenizer
for the Mindanmo some of the FOF, Seminio and Pelacios directed s person
known as Tonleng who burned sugsr cene on the Ia Carlota Suger Central and
other sugnr estates following a strike in 1948, Tonieng served es a body-
guard for FOF Preaident Jose M, Bava, Seminio was released from the Pansy
Task Foree stockede ‘during 1951 following the intervention of Governor lsecson.

5. Julio Presbitero, legal edviser for the FOF and an organizer for the Mindanac
Zone, was arrested with Jose Fava, He was released when he agreed to give
ovidence to the Govermment, following Lacson's intervention, Fresbitero,
who is confining his testimony to Jose Nava, visited Loreto Gareza, President
of the Himamaylan (Regros) Chapter of the FOF, and Rosendo Jacildo of the
Pulupanden Chapter who are confined in the Panasy Task Force stockade.’
Presbitero succeeded in smugeling letters out of the stockade, and he
rromised Gereze and Jacildo that lecson would arvenge their relesmse, Garesza
had been arrested praviously by the Philippins Constabulary (PC) in Negros
for meking inflammatory speechos, Lacson arranged his relesse,

6., Jose Valdeviejs, a member of the Pulupendan FOF Chapter, 1s now in Davao
as an organizer for the Mindanao gone of the FOF, but he is in fact engaged
in orgenizationsl work for the HMB,

7. Jecildo, Gareze, ani Valdevieje attended a labor school which was operated
by the Philippine Communist Party on Pinpin Street in Manila during 1946
as FOF repregentativea,

ITT. Relations of Guillermo Capedocie with the FOF,

1. Immediately prior to his departure for the mountaing of Panay as HMB Super-
visor of RECO-6 in 1949, Guiliermo Capadooia had & conference with Jose Nava
and other senlor FOF officlale in Iloile City. HNava called & second con-
ference after Capadoeia had gone underground, and it was declded to oust
Capedooie from the FOF directorate in order to concesl the relationship of
the POF to the RMB,

2, In November 1949, Nava ordered Restituto Sumili, onme of his bodyguarda, to
Join the FMB in the mountains, Sumili was to take with him & box of arms,
a box of ammunition, and 2 box of grenades, Sumili refused to accept this
assignment, and he departed for Mindamao. He is now confined in Tloilo on
charges of rebellion, bubt he hee not testified agninst Nawa, In gddition
to arme, FHova supnlied the HMB with medicines,
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IV, Conditions in Negroa Occldentsal.

Residents of Negros Oceldental have deaoribed the provincial sdministration
&8s being "a la Communista®.6 In support of this description, they have
olted the following examples:

(a) Intimidation by Temporary Police at checkpoints, as well as
irregularities in the checkpoints at Talisay, Velladolid, and
Le Cagtellana,

(b) Displays of force by lacson's men which have ineluded thrests
and intimidation of oppoments of ths Governor,

(¢) Destruection of sugar cane of heolendas oumed by former Senator
Pedro C, Hernaez by Temporary Poliee who have so intimidated
haclenda lsborers that no cane has been milled for two years.

(d) Threats by Lacson to delegates attending the Liberal Party con-
vention in Binalbagan during September 1951. Lacson latsr
valked out on the convention, and Binalbagan Polise subsequently
were replaced by Temporary Police employed by Lacson. -

(o) Sponaorship by Laoson of the POF as a labor organization, The
Binalbagen Sugar Central labor Union is sponsored by Laason
under s new nameg, with Jose Valenoia, chief of the Temporsry
Police for the Third Distriet, s lLacson protege and bodyguard,
a8 leader. FPalacios manipulated this change in the union leader-~

- ghip, elthough the orgenization ias somposed principally of FOF
membexrs, : - .

(f) Necsssity for Militery Intelligence fervice (MIS) agents to obtain
Lacson's permission to operate in Negroa, The activitles of MIS
sgents are obstructed by Lacson's men. j

(g) Domination by Lasson of Captain Marcial Enriques, PC Provineisl

Comrender. Publie imowledge of this situetion has resulted in
s loss of prestige for the PC,

V. HMB Aectivities in Paray.

HMB RECO-6 in Pansy does not aspive to overthrow the loesl Goverament,
nor do plans include the elimination of Government forves, RECO-S lsaders
consider themselves inecapable of succeeding in these actions, and encounters
with Government troops are the result of unavoidable incidents or vnauthorized
activity by undiseiplined wnits, ‘
The mission of RECO-6 includes the following:
(2) T divert attention from the main HMB endeaver in Luzon, where
the Philipnine Communist Party Political BFuresu and the HMB
over-all commend ave situated, :
(b) To Pulfi1) organtzational purposes.
(o) To demoralize the loeal Government,
(@) To imrove the morale of AMB sympathizers,
{¢) To conduct wropaganda sctivities.

(f) To ocollect suprlies and to heoome familier with Panay terrain,
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3, HM¥B members who have surrendered or who have been captured declare that
they were attracted to the HMB by propagenda, or that they joined the HMB
without knowing its aims, Members of RECO-6 units aotuslly have joined
of their owm volition, and they have been indoctrinated in Commumist alms
and are familisr with EMB purposes,

4. Members of RECO-6 who have surrendered have done so for the following
ressons:

{a) Becsuse of the failure of the Menila Folitieal Puresu to assist
them, -

(b) Because of contimed raids by Government troops.,

(¢) Beecause of shortages of food and arms, es well as widespread
. 11lness.

Surrendered end ceptiured HMB members have ignored the indoctrination
which the Govermment has eonducted in detention camps. They believe
that the HMB eampaign will succeed eventuelly, and they believe that
events in Paray represent only a temmorary fallure,

25X1A

1. _Sg@gm:_. The deseription of FOF members as "progressive
reserves” of the Philippine Communist Party and the HMB was originated
by Guillermo Capedocia, ranking HMB and Communist leader who was
killed by Government 583‘2’1’2” in September 1951,

25X1A Comment. [N, vhich this report supplements, des—
or the vresent position of the FOF lebor orgsnization sinee the
aerrest of Jose Nava on 3 Mgy 1951. This report also referenced previous
revorts on Nava and included additionsl information on other persons
5X1A mentioned in this report.

‘2, -%. A press report of /4 Ssptember 1951 Indicated that
Dimson, volitice) director of HMB Field Command 64, pleaded guilty
to Govermment charges following his arrest. He was given a 10-year
vrison sentence,

25XIA - 4, q Comment, Torres, an FOF officer from San Impigus, Negros
Occldental, is an HME politieal director and advisor, as well as a

member of RECO-6, He ia now eonfined in the Pansy Tesk Force stockads.

25X1A %M. President Quirino suspended Governor Lacson on
22 November 1951, '

25X1A 4. * Comment., This quarrel with Crpasdocla was in fact an ordinary
difference of opinlon, but it was exagperated by Torres in an effort
to exonerate Palaelos,
25X1A s, IR Corment,, Among several Philippine Communist Perty documents
which wera econfiscated in August 1947 was a letter addressed to
Comrades Leon and Pando. Leon haa been identifled as Leopoldo Ponelss,
Congress of Labor Orgenizationa (CLO) leader. Pando mey have referred
to Mateo del Crstillo who is known to have used this pseudorym recently,
This document, dated 26 August 1946, wes & report from Negros Oecidental
signed by Benito Serranc, which mey be a true name., Serrano described
the Provinelal Commities of the FOP as follows: Fresident: Palaclos;
fecond Viee-Director of the Organization Department: Garisze (Gareza);
Chief of Finance Committee: Siminio (Seminlo).

In a section referring to Communist Party organizetion, Serrano referred
to the comrades studying "there", probably referring to Manila. He
stated that Gereza would be head of the (Party) Organization Department, *
and that Veldevia (Valdevieja) would be hesd of the (Party) Educstim
Department in Negroes Oceldental, ‘
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Serrano slso referred to Hocilde (Tagalos spelling of Jacildo who may
be identlesl with the person referred to in this report) in connection
with Perty work and declared that he was still a candidate because

_he vas gtil] weak, Ths remainder of the dooument described the
Party's elose ecocoperation with Jose Nava and complained that Capadocia
was 8 roblem bocauze he sought to direct both the Party and the FOF
orgenizations himself,

é., -Coment. The phrase "a le Communiste®™ has been interypreted as
& gene zed reference to the arblirary actlonz of the provineisl
administration, rather then as an indication that the publie is aware
of actual Commnist activity om the pert of provineial officials,

25X1A —m It 1s belisved that the FOF is mainteining a policy

25X1A

of remaining ineonsplouous at the present time, but that the orgsnize-
tion constitutes es a reserve fores of the HMB and Commmist Party

in Negros., In some arees, the FOF ie changing the name of ite units
in order to meintalin the loyelty of 1ts membership and in an effort

to avold being linked with subversive activity. The FOF organisation
has control of private arsenmala of arms and ammunition. The organizg-
tion is uwaing the political power of Governor Lacson es protection,
and it is engaging iIn politieal activity in eollaboration with Lacson
in order to incrggiﬁcita influence with him,

. Courort. I, i coneral
observations on the subject of Lacsorn and his provineisl administra-
tion are in agreement with those which have been reported by other
Sourcea, However, it has not been reported previously that lacson is
being exploited by the FOF, and thus by the Communiste, while Lacson
himsel? bellevea that he is using the FOP,
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