CLASSIFICATION FMEs¥ |
SEQERITY INPOMATION
-2-0 )457R010500340007-5 \25X1;A

ij;.,,w*ﬂm Approved F QENTRRLNETEIC0 o

COUNTRY Germany (Russian Zone) DATE DISTR. 10/3/52

SUBJECT  Miscellanecus DDR Financial Information NO. OF PAGES 1
NO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW)

N - e
o e o

SUPPLEMENT TO
25X1X REPORT NO.

- THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS #nron‘nmon AFFECTING THE r:ATlONAI.I._ [(),ENFSENZE
 OF THE URITED STA HIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTI 7
:ND 794, OF THE U DE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVEL. TH]S 1S UNEVALUATED [NFOR MAT]ON
p NA HOR1 D_PER .

i

L ~ . i

- e w K ]
L. ;

25X1 1. The handling of foreign assets in the DR continucs to be the responsibility
_ ' of the "AuslandsvermBgenss®elle™ in the Ministry of Finance., This office of

the Ministry manages the property and participating ownership of all
foreign interests existing in the DDR through government~appointed trustees,
There appear to be no planned changss in this method of controlling foreign
gesets, It is well known that some of the more ardent SED personalities
have had a strong influence in persuading factions in the DDR government
slmply to expropriate any foreign properties where it seemed opportune and
to incorporate them into the domestic economy,. This was attempted in the
case of the Opel factorics in Brandenburg, for example, but the matter .
miscarried. It is alleged that the Soviet Control Commission has opposed
any change in poliey on the ground that no such new problems should be
permitted to disturb the international scene and that this questions remains,
as it is, a significant bargaining point. o

2. The DDR Deutsche Notenbank was agreeably surprised over the recent violent
fluctuation of the East Mark on the Berlin exchanges, As a result, its eash
position was considerably improved at a moment when this. was most desired,
The so-called "free trade" stores in Berlin profited enorncusly because the
cheap East Mark enabled West Berliners to purchase at a great advantage in
East Berlin, East Berliners, on the other hand, suffered another blow, since
the fallen value of their currency pratically exg@luded them from West Berlin

markets, .
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