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A1l uniforms of the army, the AAA, the air force and the security troops

were cut along the same pattern. The armyyexcluding the tank troops and the

AMhyas well as the security troops wore khali uniforms; the tank troops and

the air force had gray blue uniforms with the blue predorinating in the fabric

of the air force uniforms and the gray in the cloth of those worn by the tank

troops. (1) There was no difference betweon the uniforms of officers and EY.

A nupber of officers and NCOs were 5till observed to wear the old-style uniferm

with patches of the old shape. (2) Once a year, a coupon entitling the bearer

to have an extra uniform and an overcoat made to order was issued to every
ficer. Vhen off duty, 1ICOs also wore extra uniforms.

The new style khaki and blue uniforms were seen being worn both as field and
dress uniforms.

The headpear waz either a round visor type service cap or a field cap. The
visor type service cap had a cap band, piping around the erowm, a chin strap
of brovm leather and the Polish eagle ermblem above the cep band. The eagle
emblem worn on the caps of the air force pérsonnel was bounded by a gold sheet
retal device, whose top was open. The field cap had piping around the crown
and the Polish eagle emblen in the front. ! and 1ICO0s on duty wore the field
cap; on puard duty a visor-type service cap or the steel helmet was wern. The
visor type service cap was commonly worn with the dress uniforms; Officers wecre
observed wearing only visor type service caps on and off duty. (3)

Tho blouse had an open collar, four large patch pockets with button flap
pockets, sleeve cuffs and epaulets made of the same raterial as the uniform,

-The epaulets tapered towards the collar and were rounded at their upper ends.

Five-cornered collar »atches were woru above the lapels, and piping was worn
along the edpe of the sleeve cuffs. In summer, tiae EM usually wore shirts
without ties; in winter, T} wore ghirts with ties., Officers were observed
waaring shirts and ties at all times. Khaki shirts and grayieh green ties were
worn with the khaki unifoms, and gray shirts with black ties with the blue
uniforms. The belt was made of brown leather,

Combat~type trousers were wern; t-ose worn with the dress uniform had piping
on. the outside seams, Lace shoes were warn, and low puttees fastening with
buckles were worn with the field uniform. Officers on duty wore froquently
ohserved wearing breeches and riding boots.
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The ranks of EM and NCOs were shown by stripes and chevrons mounted on the
visor type service cap below the eaple ermblem, on the left side of the field
cap and on the epaulsts. Sergeants first class and master sergeants wore
a U=-shaped border around their epaulets.

Rank Insignia
Private first class 1 stripe
Corporal 2 stripes
Sergeant 3 stripes
Sergeant first class 1 chevron
Jaster sergeant 2 chevrons

0fficers wore silver stars mounted on the caps and the epaulets as a distince
tive insignia. Besides, | | one narrew silver stripe alons the25X1
ugper edpe of the cap band of officers up to the rank of captain, itwo narrow
sllver stripes on the caps of officers holding ranks from major up to colonel
and one wide silver purl eon these of generals, Of{icers holding ranks from
major up to and includin- colonel wore two silver bars, and generals one wide
silver purl, on their epaulets.

Rank Insignia
Officer candidate 1 silver star mounted on a short,
(equivalent to staff sergeant) longitudinal bar
Lieutenant 1 silver star
Senior Lioutenant 2 silver stars
Captain silver stars
Yajor silver star with 2 bars

3
1
Lisutenant colonel 2 silver stars with 2 bars
Colonel 3 silver stars with 2 bars
Brigadier general 1 silver star with a wide purl
Division gen~ral 2 silver stars with a wide purl
General of corbat forces 3 silver stars with a wide purl
Marshal) - 2 crossed hatons with a wide purl

Yost army units wore red service color; only the tank troops wore black service
color. All merbers of the Keosciugki Division wore yellow service color for
reasons of tradition. AAA units wore red, air force units light blue, Inter-
nal Security (XBW) units dark blue, and Border Guard (WOP) units green, se:vice
color. The cap band and the piping on the cap, the sleeve cuffs and along

the outside seams of the trousers of the dress uniforms were of the resrective
color.

The air force personnel wore a silver propeller flanked by two wings on their
patches. At the center of the prepeller where the wings oricinated, was a
small square in the national colors. In Aurust 1951, source saw small tank
insignia, made from sheet silver, on the epaulets of the rolish tank troops
in Breslau~Rosenthal. (k)

“erbers of officer candidate schools wore colored epaulets in the aporopriate
service color with the silver letters 0S intertwined. A multirartite silver
oak leaf with a sword was worn on the patches. Stripes of the appropriate
service color, 5 cm wide, wore worn on the outside scams of the dark blue
trovsers. Trainees of tank of ficer candlidate schools wore steel blue trousers
withrut stripes, Warrow, silver strires mounted on the slecve cuffs served
to identify the individual classes.

Mambers of the }NCO candidate schools wore insignia, punched from white sheet
netal, on their collar patchesj infaniry trainees had crossed-rifle insignia
surrounded by an ivy wreath; and artillery trainess, crossed-gun-harrel in-
signia sorrounded by an ivy wreath. No other details on the uniforms of the
HCO candicate schools were identified.
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At driving practices, the tank troops wore blue overalls without insignia.
Belts and padded caps made of linen were worn.

The personnel of the UB who usually wore civilian clothes . could not be
distingnished from merkers of the army when wearing their khaki uniforms
with red service coler.

The pilitia wore bluish gray uniforms with closed collars, Their blue
service color appeared on their large, rhombic collar patches and on their
blue bordered epauleilis as well as on the stripe and the piping on their
caps and their sleave cuffs. llemters of the militia on duty wore a metal
plate with the capgle erblem and a nurbar on their lelt breast.

The personnel of the labor s-rvice wore olive drob uniforms with field

caps mounting the Polish eagle erblem at the fromt, the letlers SP below

an! at the side, a red and white ribbon, The red and wite natches wore
triangular and ~olnted vpwards.

Corrents.

it 18 stlll not determined whather only the rembers of the tank units or
the mombers of all units assigned to a mechanized or tan division wear the
bluish gray uniforms.

Pictures in the press froquentls show of ficars and 1CCs wearing blouses
with closed collars and dilfererntly shaped silver braild alon~ the front amd
lower edges of their larpe velve' collar patches, The blouse may belong to
the 0ld style uniform, vhich may Ye worn until late 1952.

According to pictures in the pres:, officers on duty also vear the field
cap occasionally.

The model soldier imsignia introduced in the summer of 1951 includes the
insignia of 19 different branches o' service; it is worn on the right “reast
pocket. Pictures of these insignia frequently appeared in Folish news-
papers.

SECRET,

Approved For Release 2006/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R011500120002-3

25X1



private
Strzelec

captain
Capitan

pr:yare first class
Sf Strzelec

mafor
Major
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. corporal
Kapral

reuterant colonel
Ppulkownik ~

sergeant
Plutunowy

. colonel
pulkownik -

sergeant f.rs1l class
Sierzant

brigadier general .

General brigady
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master sergeant
St Sierzant

division
General dywizji
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officer candidate
Chorazy

general general' of combat forces

General broni
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fieutenant
Pporucznik

marshal
Marszalek

semior i eutenant
Porucznik
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