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). The reorganization of the border guard forces committed along the Czechosl

vakian-Bavarian border began in October 1950, The SIB units previously
employed in border guard duty were replaced by P53 (Pohlranieni atraz)

wnits which were activated from army units reassigned to the P5S and {rom
personnel. of the former SNB border guard units. Units vhich were reassipgned
to the PS in the £all of 1950 included the L6th Inf Ba in As, the éLth Inf
Bn in I'chezovice, the 66th Inf Bn in Vimperk and the 77th Inf DBn in Karlovy
Vary. In April 1551, all former SHB men in active gervice with PS units were
proroted to the rank of junior 1lieutenant regardless of their previous rank
and were dropped fronm the lists of the SUB. A substantial number of recruits
inducted in the fall of 1950 were reassigned to the PS brigades upon completion
of a short pericd of basic training with infanbry regiments, The whole re-
orpanization resulted in a substantial increase of the personnel assicned to
border guard duty along the Bavarian border.

Organization and Subordination.

20

36

The High Command of PS units has the designation[ __ Jand is located opxqC
in Prapue. It moved from the former Police Barracks in Prapue-Vrsovice to
Prague~Smishov in December 1950. The headquarters has been under the command

of Colonel Hlavacks (fnu) since the spring of 1951 and is subordinate direct-

1y to the Ministry of Internal Security, .
Tive PO brigades are stationed along the Bavarian border. They include the
1st Brig in Cheb, the 2d Brig in Plana, the 3d Brig in Pobegovice, the Lth
Brir in Susice and the 5th Brig in Volary. @ach brigade is believed to
consist of four PS battalions on guard duty, and one replacerent or training
vattalion., The brigade headquarters un’ts include a puard unit, a sifnal
unit, a motor transport unit and a labor unit, each of vhich is of

either company or platoon strength and has an average strength of 30 to 10
men. There have been indications that engineer, mortar and heavy machine gun
units belong to the individual brigades. There is the possibility that the
PS brigades have not yet attained a uniform organizational’ structure.

The battalicns assigned to border puard duty are consecutively nwbered within

tha brigades from the 1st to the lith. Yost of the battalions have 5 companies
on border duty, 1 reserve company and 1 headquarters company, with the latter
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consisting of a guard platoen, a laboer plateen, 1 communications rlatoon
and a metor transpbrt nlatoon. The averace PO batialien Fuardis a border
sector of about 15 km, The sectors of the PS battalions in ranice &nd

s bave nri been determined. They apparently face Davarian territory as

well as the territery of the Soviet Zone of Cermany.

v3

e structure of the PS brigade and batialion headquarters has not been
deternined. Officer posts at brirade and battalion headquarters include those

of commanding officer, adjutant, chief of staff, political officer, DOZ

officer, indectrination officer, youth activities oificer, suprly officer,

motor transport oflicer, administrative of ficer, cipher officer and wmedical -
officer. Unly brigade headquarters has an additienal, engineer officer and 25X1
rersonnel officer; and only battalimm headquarters tas an additional: ordnance
officer. Senior I'COs soretimes £111 officer rosts at the battalion level,

.

Personnel and Strenrth,

To

Since the fall of 1950, the PS units have been recelving draftees nut of the
rorral classes of recruits. Dralftees of the 1922 and 1930 classes were
inducted into the pg training units in July 1951 and distributed to the PS
companies in the fall of 1951, Personnel from PS units are discharged only
in the fall of each year, and it is fairly definitely believed that the temn
of service with the P5 units amounts %o 2 sears and 3 months,

Since the fall of 1951, the strensths of PS companies have Leen raised from
about 4O men to an average of S0 or 60 men, so that each PS battalion has an
averace strength of L2 men, The streng;th of a P8 bricade headquarters, includ-
ing its headquarters units and the training battalion is estirated at o0

Lo 700. The five brirades cemritted to border ~uard duty alons the Bavarian
berder are therefore helieved to have a tetal strenmth of 11,000 to 12,000,

During the initial peried of their existence, the P& units includec Slovaks,
soretires as many as L0 percent of their tntal strength. The nurber of Slovaks
vas gradually reduced tn about 10 rercent of the command, probably because

of the numerous desertions by members of this ethnic group. It is bhelieved that
the pregram under vhich Slovals were replaced by Czechs has heen virtually
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It is conspicucus that the P2 units are comranded and staffed by officers
whose rank 1s ont of prepertien to the nests they £ill. For example,

brifades are commanded by cartains and battalions and companies by lieutenart s,

A number of bripade commanders werce detached to the U.S.5.R. to atitend
training courses in the fall of 1951,

Leapong, Fquipment and Uniforms,

1,

LAY
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The PS units arc arred with Czech rifles and former Cerman rodel 92 rifles,
nodel 4€=A and mocel LB~3 subractine runs and pistels, in averace company
has in addition 3 *o 6 lirkt rachine muns of nmedel 26 and 1 haavy rachine
cun of medel 37. There may be (2=rm mortars with the hricade headquarters
neits, Cld Cerman fas masks have heon sccasionally observed with PS units,

The PS units are not fully notorized, hut have only as =any mobter vehiclos
as are required te maintain lopistical supnort and to male comronents of
the units truck-horme in case rf erperrency. Bach P cawany has 1 sedan and
1 motorcycle; a hattalion headquarters usually was I trucks, ! sedans and
several moltoreycles; a bricade headquarters usnally has abount 15 trucks,

10 sedans and 10 motoreyeles,

A1l P8 units can be reached by telephonc. The televhone net even orovides
for intra=unit connections. Comrunication between the orirade and its
hattalions as well as anens the battaliens can alse be efTactod by radio.
Fach PS brigade is connec*ad with | [y teletype,

All PS personnel wear a standard uniform. They have drese uniforns with rede
bordered sreen eranlets and a docts head esblsm on the lapals, The service
uniforms display only the dog's head emblem on the lapels.

Border Contropl,
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The individual PS companies ruard a border stretch of about 3k on an avera:

2

viich 1s controlled by either patrols or, more frequently, Ly stationary
rests of 2 or 3 men, Wach company also has several trained dorse

A string of field fortifications is being established along: the entire

torder, Reports from numercus PS batalion sectors mentioned a barren strip
raked so that the footprints of illeral berder crosnsers are revealed, AT
obstacles, nine fields, wire entanglerents, and Ticld positions which
sometires include underrround shelters,

The border zene vh'ch extended to a depth of 6 to £ X rrior to 1 ove
has been divided into an off limits gore parallel to the border havine a
width of 200 to 500 meters and » subsequent berder zene extending within
Czechoslovakia for & or 6 Im, A1l mersonnel other tham PS narseannl whne
enterad the of f limits znne had Lo he escorted by oa rerber of the PS company
in charge, SN} statiens were Lecated behirnd the border zone only s

It has been reported that there are rlans nroviding Ior mitual employment of
P8 units and ammy units stationed near the border in case of maicr bhorder
incidents, The army nnits concerned can be alerted by P8 avtherities. In case
of var, the P8 units have the rission of defending the berder antil the
arrival of repular army unite.
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Cenbrol of the other Burders of Czechoslovakia.

19s PS brigades are also Lelieved te be statiecned on all Czechoslovakian borders.,
For exarple, tvio PS bripades have heen identified in Karlevy Vary and C,
“udejovice respectively. 3ut it is believed that PS units aleng those
horders are rmore thinly spread than en the border facing Ravaria,

25X1C

25X1A * | @ ent: Tor a list of PS bripedes and bottalions with their
25X1C - | |as far as they hove been determined, see Anfex
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