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APPENDIX At
| DFORMATION G PoLTava- ARms
- Ukrainian 8SR~
INDEX:
1. Introduction . . L
2. Tho AKHTYRKA-POLPAVA-BOGCDUKHOV Apes
3. The Town' of CHERKASSY U
‘ 4. The CHERKASSY Garriscsi -
Annexe 1. Sketgh of KOTYELVA - Area R
Annexa. 2. Skytch of Military Barracks in. -
CHERKASSY" ' ‘ :
1. Introdugtion : .
_ The_information ir this Appondix aoncerhs. chiefly two areas:-.
(a)  Those. parts & the POLTAVA, SUMY afid KHARKOV Provinces.
~contained in'the Guadrangle:~ - o
ARKHIYRIL = KIZRMI = POLTAVA - the KHARKOY railway: to-
% ﬂ,AIEKSXEYEVKA‘Staiipn'H'BOGQDUKHOV = AKHTYRKA,

(b) The town of CHERKASSY “on DIYEFR, .

T "H\;H*;Hf‘H4‘¥f‘¥4‘¥;‘ﬁ
P ) 50X1-HUM
L o ___[thare are no’sgséntial. changes thore _
_axcept tha amalgamation of the collective Tarms, |
L T

2. The. AKHTYRKA -~ POLTAVA - BOGQDUKHOV Aros.

(a) Torrain

The terrain in the arca is in goheral. undulated, in many sectors
intersected by deep and. steep canyons. A'rather flat platean = ..
stretohes: approx 15, Km 9ast of the river VORSKLA but “thexe are-also

- humerous . eanyonaWest of ths VORSKLA; and south-gast of. tha: river |
MYERLYA hilly or undulated country extehds, intorsegtod by rumerous
Ganyons. There are dlso some swempy sectors in the arved, chiofly

in Ahe river valloys, :

: _ /(b) ave
skgarrf

-1
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(b) _Lw.h_as_

The area 'belongs o the river DHYEPR system ba:lng situated on both
bahks of its tributary, the VORSKLA.

Tho VORSKIA's main fributaries in this area afe tha “Fivers MYERLYA
(Uld‘unlanMRLA)a.rﬂKDIOMAK bothmt!w]ﬂﬁbuxkoffmvomm

The river VORSKLA in its northam sector 48 nareow abd sha.l‘.l.ow but
from AKHTYRKA -it is mach widor and deeper: The western (right) bank
is pteep and ‘high, the eastern (lsft) bank is flat and in somws parts -

. South; oft the confluenca of the rivers VORSKLA and -MYERLYA .
the eastam 'ban'i‘: of the’ VORSKLA also bedomes high and” in somé parts
stosp. ' Both banks -are ‘covered for the grea.ter part by wooda and
bushes. Between ARHTYRKA ‘and POLTAVA the piver VORSKLA has changed
its bed in somo places:snd therofore there. arc:the remnahts of the
0ld river-bed either in the form of dry canals, as botween KOTYELVA
and OPOSHMA, or as small and narrow :Lakas and pools.

-The ‘width of the VORSKLA's valley and "the river-'bed itself as well
a8 the depth of the river vary considerably. - At AKHTYRKA -the:valloy
is approx 2 Km wide &nd the river-bed approx 60 metres. Noar the
village of KHUKERYA the valley is “swanpy andi approx 5.Km wide. At
RUZEMTN the river itself is approx 40 metres widd. - At KOTYELVA the
valley- becomes’ narrower (approx 3 °%). ‘The old.. almost complatel,y
dry, river-bed is there on-the foothills of the high and steep
wostorn side ‘of the valley.. The tivor flows approx 2:= 2% ¥m east-
wards of the old r:wer-beﬁ. The new river-bed is: aﬁprox 30 metros
wide.

Purthor to tho south at- omsmm the vallay narrows to approx 2 Km .
and. the. river-béd is approx 30 motres wide - )

At I’GIII‘AVA +the road- briage -within-the town is. approx 70. motres long,
the river itself-is apprax 50 (?) mwotres wide. ..

the following fords scross the river VORSKULI= soui i

At KUZEMIH: - approx 150 metres north of the" reaé bridge
one ford ‘approx 1 ‘metre: doeps

At KOT!H..VA tivo -fords’; both north’ of tha road bridge ~
the first apprax 500 metnes and the Socomd- apprex- 850 -
motros ‘from the: bri&ge.

South of . tho br:.d there is one ford on- the poad ‘leading
. from KOTYELVA to MEYNKI. This is a very shdllow one -
(approx 0.5 metre)

“There is dlso ono ford between tho villages OPOSHNYA and. Dmm
\ 50X1-HUM

‘ifthabitante, even tha &l Women, used to cross ‘the viver there.
The- VORSIG'.A had entirely a. gandy- bottom.

The’ hv'sr VORSKEA and the rathor amﬁller stree.ms floed almost
" every Sprmg, always at or-ibout Baster. - The Ploods:dc net last
a long time, usually 7 = 10 days, but. are ifi goneral. rathey strong.
In some :plaoes the VORSKIA floods the countm:.&c for a:width, of
7 -9 Km, da.nag.mg brj.dges a.nd houses si.tuataa in the vici.nity of
the river..

50X1-HUM
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the VORSKLA between AKHI'YRKA and POITAVA. 50X1-HUM
forms a serious natural barrier. Its steep and high western bank
and swampy or steep left bank, both covered by woods and bushes,
are-easier to defénd. aga:mst an ehemy advanging from the. east to
‘the west than ags.:l.nst ‘troops advancing from.ths.west. . The high
western bank of th e fivér is a natural-ling. of. observa.t:.on pointa
‘of the eastern side of the river.: From an obsamt:l.,on point
-s:.tuated between the - villages. KUZEH.ECN and BILSK one.can se¢ every-
thing for a distance of approx 15 Km. Only the hearest vicinity
of; the. river .covered by the woods and. bushés. q.s dn. some’. places
almoat completely invisible .from: the westaorn bank..

. 50X1-HUM
:m 1941 ths Ruas:.ah '.-hel& 'ahe Ge U

fire a short.time west. of. the river.V0 ,
stap,tho -German advance on the. river 1taal;€ Cm.ng' to .
difficult. stecp spproaches. to the’ river. betwe .A.}{HTYR;Q :

confluence ‘of thy VORSKLA and MYERELYA, the Germapg broke 'chrough
north of AKHTYRKA and mopped up the whole area cast of the. r:.var.

[In 1943 the s:.tuation ‘changed when'the’ retmb,tmg Gerinans
successmlly hold. the Risgians for a mopth along “the- wostern .
‘bank of the river. .-The.German defence collapsed ‘when the, I'b,xasia.ms
‘broke through north, of AXHTYRKA. |
[__Jeonfirmation of tha general’ gpinion that north.of 'AKHTYREA the,,.
VDRSKLA, is no more .an obstacle and the, terra;m is mach”dasisr for- 50X1-HUM
large “scila operatn.onal mcrvements. _

\n.cne of the aborva-mentiona& fonia aprbaa

-the’ VORSKLA are any good for M traffic.. At MLYNKL \ _

"an cxperienced tank driver would be.able to cross the rivpr, S0X1-HUM
but any other motor vehjecle would sf::.ck in thé mad". -

“river VORSKIA is. thiek"

© 50X1-HUM
There are. also some sma.ll stmama flawing e:l.thar in ‘ea.nyons or'
having flat but muddy banks which. shoulﬂ also’ be considarad as
gerious obstacles for military traff'lc ‘
50X1-HUM

| |a small stroam, the KOMYELYEVKA, approz.
L metres wide, flowing from the east, through the Vi
MIKHAYLOVKA and KOT]EELVA, cost both the Russians and

.Gormans hoavy losses in tanks| | In.dts aastern pa.rt 50X1-HUM
the stream flows.in'a deep canyon and west of MIKHAYLOVKA hes

swampy and muddy banks. In 1943 both ‘the .Gétnans’ aml R.lsaians

Tost many tanks in its muddy banks ‘and bottom.” ‘Another. . . - -

KOPYELYEVKA stream (there are four. KOTYELYEVKAs. there)- flowing

in 3 deep canyon ahd through the. lake ai the yillage ‘PARKHOMOVKA

is also.a dangorous. and treacherous’ “obptacle for mi.].ita.ry motor

transport. L,

The river MYERLYA at. BOGCDUKHOV has a ‘high and wry Bteep ri
{northern) bank and e flat southarn. Be.pk ,Tha rive: St
there loss than 15 motres wide. ha‘ J

the river is approx 20 metres wide. Thoe northern bank is: h:l.gher
than the southern., - Approx 2 Km wast: of the KOTYELVA. road ;
river:is only approx.i0 mctres w:’r.de. T‘hq ‘Banks aré’ fla.t é.q&
‘cowered . by .grass. .

There are in the whole area a.number of’ am‘.'ll la%uas, allaf 5
them have a sandy bottom and are comparatively degph

S»vamps,,-aro., in general in the river valleys. Thay do not cover
Jarge areas but are in general difficult even for horses-and oxen.

. (e} Soi%ees
SECRET .
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- The soil in the whole area is a good Ulrainian. black s0il. Thare
are in some places patches of sand, chiefly in the form of .small
hills. Smd. is dl1s0 ‘on ths river banks and 4n the conifarcus
woaods.

(@) Végtatinn‘ehd Agrioultme

The a.rea;has a ¢onsiderable percentage of -wooded,. countw 'l'here

arg r areas covered by various kinds of woods in. the: vic:l.mty ‘

OfAM ‘and"along thé: rivers vonsmmmm ‘Woolds™

consist chiefly of deciduous tyees, among : hem a large qua.ntity

of! m.ks. \ | there was cmmmt:.vely Vory | ) 50X1-HUM
Little devastation of woods during the war, . In goneral. the woals

‘there. provided a good cover for large trocp ‘concentrations as well

ag for guer:.lla sactivitioss

fin tha non-wooded arcas approx 10% of tho 50X1-HUM
Yapd “is. ‘Gulbivated, the. rema.:.nd.er ‘heing meaﬁows and pastures.

The ‘#ain cfops arc. rye and wheat, then’ sugar boet, cats and others.
Nai+iocus types ‘of végotables are planted in the kitchen gardens. -
‘Phepe is also & aom,pa.z‘ativaly Jarge quantity of fruit eultivated
such ss apples, pears, cherries; ‘plums and water—melonm. '

The collective farms are well provided vn.th agricultural’ mehfmazy
In-the KOTYELUR Regich thore are two msqhing and tractor servige .
stations (MI'S), one at KOFYELVA (60-tractors) and ono at RUELYOVKA.
In the: KRASNIY KOT- Region thore are also two MIS stations, each of
approx 60 tractors, ' The AKHIYRKA regioh is also.wall prmded with
trectors. . In each rogion there are tragtor driver and mechanic -
coui'ses: tre:..ns.ng ths tractor: personnel: d.uring ‘the. winter pericds.

Thore i8-8 large’ qua.n'bity of livestock in the ares but | ]
here is:still a decraa.se i compaxison with “the pro- 50X1-HUM
wa.:_- humbers.
(o) Znustry
O o \mﬂaanMMyﬁMMWInmcuu.Tm
existing ipdustry is- e¢hisfly closely tied’ up-with agriculiure.
~iin FOLLAVA thera are’ toxtile factories and a
- large -olevator end a gra:m atore,. | 2 l|a large 50X1-HUM

grain storage exists at ths-KbcHUBEYEVKA Station on the POLIAVA -
KHARKOV railwa,.

~In ARHTYREA' #tself are-soms alcchol d.:.st:.].lenas and a brewery..
There aré also some: other factories | 50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

At “PARKHOMOVKA ‘aast of" KOH'.'ELVA ‘l;here is a large sugar, factory
commooted- by & narrow gauge i'allwa.y 1ine with tho BOGODUXHOV Station.

(). M_Ses_tm

" |'the gr.‘eﬁ.ter _part of thé population are 50X1-HUM
ainians. - Ukrainians dominate in the ‘rairal- gottlements. " In tho

towns the population is rather mixed and consists of .Ukrainians,
‘Raggians- - 7 : 50X1-HUM

/The rurel ...
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The rural settlcments as almost ‘everywhore in the Ukraine are large,
scattered or’'lincar and built without any definite planning. The
number of Russian population there is comparatively small but the-
Russian settlers and Russian officials occupy important positioha
everywhere. '

[ _ | KOTYELVA situated on the river VORSKLA, 50X1-HUM
“-istundoubtedly an-outstanding one. ‘It is_ the largest settlement
‘betwoen AKHIYRKA and POLTAVA and is considered the largest willage
in the UKRAINE. It cccupies an area of approx 40 8q K -and” has
approx 30,000 inhabitants. KOTYELVA itsélf consists of 4 syél-
soviets and 14 collective farms. The largest of them-has .over 500
‘houses and’ approx 7,000 hoctares of land. Other-villagos are much
smallor but the average size Of a rural settloment .thero; is 300 -
500 houses. A‘village of less than 300 houses' is. considered a
" pmall one: ' '

“The villages consist ih general of two-roomed white-washed wooden
‘huts with thatched roofs.  There are no wooden .floers in .the
dwellings but only earth. Each hut is provided with a Russian

stowe which serves various purposes such as heating, eooking, _
drying; sleeping accommodation, ‘atc. There is.wery little -furniture
-and-what does exist is very ugly and primitive. -There are very fow
beds in the colloctive farms; peopls sleep chiefly. on the stove or
on wooden planks. “All huts and their inhabitants arc vermin-infested.
v . “"They wash themsolves sowetimes in -summer, but in 50X1-HUM
winter the wator fs cold and it is ¢old both outside.and inside,

therafore” one. does not wash¥.

Thero’ was not very much. 18f% of the ferices. outside. the houses, all
that could<be used for heating hawving.disappoarcd -leng ago.. -

The. "electrification of kolkhozi™ exists only In the larger farms
but-the electricity supply 'there is only for.Party and Government
¢institutions such as Party Committee ‘buildings, Militia, M3B, etc.
‘These ‘offices and institutions ocoupy the few brick buildings in
the villages. There are in many collogtive farms.small brick-
‘JdIns ‘but bricks produced.thers are delivered to.the towns and
there -are no mew brick. buildings in the farms. & - -

The Fire Brigades exist in theory only. In praotise o e
the Fire Brigade arrives when the fire is.-already over. The’ 50X1-HUM
fire equipment is worse.than primitive. :

Thore: ar thrée towns in the area described: POLTAVA the chief -
-town of the Province, AKHTYRKA which belongs to the. SUMY Province, -
énd"BOGEDURHOV belonging to, tho. KHARKOV Province. | =

(i) POLPAVA, tho most important centre betwsen KHARKOV and KIEV
is situated on the. right bank of the riwer VORSKLA. :-On the
left bank extends a town suburb and the Southern Railway, -
Station {POLTAVA YUZHNAYA). 'The'ituvm and the 50X1-HUM
- westorn outskirts ocoupy a .flat area. In tho-eastern: part
‘of the town there is, on the right bank of the. river; a : -

wooded hill whére a church and a cemetery are-situatod.

POLTAVA is in goneral comparativoly woll BOilf and a Meivilised" -
town, . The greater part of the dwbllings are made of brick or

‘§tone. Somo parts of tho town have s wator .supply and sanitation

installations. The main streéts are paved with "bulyzhnik"

:cObbles but smaller ° “the usual "water-melon"'.size. - There

‘are also patches of tar-macadam surface. 50X1-HUM
Pavements are made of stond. '

/The town ...
SECRET
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The. tuwn is rather poorly lighted/ ]
I . o 50X1-HUM

The main trensit roads running from the west, south-west
and north concentrate on the main Kremanohugakaya Street
which cohnects| | the southern and XKIEV - 50X1-HUM
a:a.:l.lway sta‘c:l.ons ) ) ‘

The: VORSKLA steel road br:.age, apprcu 70’ notres 1ong,and
.approx B metres wide, is & dangerous and ‘vulnerabIra point
for military traffic. 'On'the eastern side of the river
‘between the bridge and the road forks ‘the road Tuns, :.n a
steep. camroa and could- there be easily blcclcad.,

\ _— /- 50X1-HUM

On the wastern s:uie of' the :road leading
to the north in the direetion of DIKANKA, 750 - 1000 -
metras north of the KIRV Station there is.a A;Large L

(:Li) AMYRKA a dlu.ef town ‘of a Region, & mad.:.um—s:;.zea ‘town_of
11.0-50 000 inhabitants, sitmated on the 1ePt bank of the |
river VORSKLA. Approx 60% of the town buildings are built
of ‘brick. There is no ‘water” sup;ply ‘and no .sewagy system
‘inithe- towm. - Moaquitos breed in the mumerous lakes i.nsi.da.
' the town énd ‘in the vieim.ty as woll as in the pumerous
‘Swamps ‘sround ‘the: towd. - Dwollings in: tha town-aye vermin--
infested. The greafer- -part of fhom have no alectr:.city
su.pply and ‘keroson¢ lamps are generally used as in the

lh@Sb "

A Pew miain streets are very badly paved: with enormoug
‘"bulyshnik" cobbles. The others are completely -unpaved.
Excopt- for-a fow po:.nts the town is complately dark at-

night.

(izi) mv a chief town of a Regiohn, is.in genera.l of
the same standard of civilisaticn as' AKHTYRKA. There

. was considerablo war damage in'the [ | town. 50X1-HUM
(8) Railways |

—

\% /only the following dotails:-

_lon railways|  / 50X1-HUM

(i)  BOGODUKHOV Station on the LYUBOTIN - SUMY railway.
Approx 5 sidings. . A single track branch approx-42- --‘m
Ko long rums. to GUI'Y on the river MYERLYA. Fz-e:.ght 4nd
. passenger tra.ffic

| | the purpdse of the GUTY bfanch.
\ largo mantitios of & 50X1-HUM
‘ecal| |wero delivered by rail. There ary’ no

.industrial enterprises-there.

S e
szoasr |
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(:l.:l.) The narrow gauge branch frorn CUBAROVKA 'to PARMONDVKA Sugar
Factory. . A single track approx 1 metre ‘wide. No passenger
traffic. ~ ) .

_ (__1;) mas

There is po read system in the area. - .The .only decent macadamised

road runs. along the isouthern, hank of the river KOLOMAK from POUI‘AVA

to* KH.ARKOV

Thare is als® a.stretch of approx’5 Km of macadamised -

rosd betwsen POLTAVA and the village ZHUKE, whidh 4s:the only 5OX1'HUM

-decent sector of the POLTAVA - AKHTYRKA roed. 95% of all other

rosds are garth tracks. of -unlimifed width or- the parrow local
prosyelochnlye" roads. ‘Some small sectdrs-of main tracks are -

paved w:n.th anormous’ "bulyzhm.k" cobbles.

— ~|:the main treck POLTAVA ~ AKHEYRKA as £0llows:=s50x1_HUM

From POLTAVA approx 5 Km of tar-macadam road:with approx
3 motres of earth track on both sides for horse traffie.
From ZHUKI o DIKANKA approx 22 Km-.of "hulyzhnik" .
"Purther to the north there is a 5.Km strétoh of. earth
track, then 21 Km of "bulyzhnik" to OPOSHNYA:--From
OPOSHNIA to KOTYELVA ah.sarth track 22 Km 1ong through’
the villags DEREVKL,  From KOTYELVA ’chrough KHUKHRYA to
AKH’J.‘IRKA 30 K, of very bad earth track. .. I genaral there
‘arg 5 Km of godtd road ‘betwean POLTAVA. and- AKHTYRKA and
“the’ rema:.n:mg 400 Kn are ‘hopeless.

A1l ‘these roads-are good for ml:.ta.ry . durlng the dry periocds.

In rainy waather ‘there is an ‘incredibly deep and thick chocolate~

like black. ‘earth imd which is impossible, not. gnly for wheeled

motor transport. but alsc. for the horse_and ‘oxen| | " 50X1-HUM
) 'Dur:.ng the 1ast war only: tanks and ‘tracked heavy:.vehioles managed

o ‘move alohg these mmuddy roads. = In winter (end Dogenber — March)

snow makes MI' traffic rather difficult. -

Pari::.tmlarly dangeroua for motor . trensport afe nuperous steep and
déep canyohs and wmaddy river and. &tream. banks..

Road bmd.ges are made. of wood a.nd some of them were strong enough
%o carry-even tanks. The VORSKLA road bridge at KOTYELVA has the

_max:Lmum weight capagity.of 5 tons. onrest bridges- a.r? of
a maximim capacity of 7 tona. ~But they ‘managdd 50X1-HUM
mich more during the war.

- (i) .Glider iand:.ng areas (see Annexe: 1)

|owing to the aifficult terrein; numerous 50X1-HUM
canyons and swamps, there are hot many Pplaces ‘in the area which
could be used:for glider landing. TMCPOSes.. .

Botwedn AKATYRKA and POLUAVA| | tho following landihg
areasi- — 50X1-HUM

(i) West of the village KHUKHRYA approx 3 Km south of the town

- boundary of AKHTYRKA along the KHUKHRYA - AKHTYRKA road
there are approx 4 sq Km of flat” cultivated land which,.
‘after ha.west, ‘eould’ be; used“aa & la.pdmg plaee. '

-._/(J.:.) coe

SECRET
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(44) fThe village 'IVANOVKA spprox.7.5 Kn north of the’ manm
Sugar Factory.

Botwoen the lake and ‘the Aﬂﬂm mmmdmmfhen 1:
;amllu'eazxmlonganaapprox1xm .

“time by the "U2" planes, cilled ."
delivered: the mail from FOLTAVA:

(84 ¥orgmvs ,
onf the sou'bh-ea.at outskirts of.; . vl waoh:
heqmuaaaas ) hnd,ingplaoa eu-!toz

The willige MITORANOVO

Approx 5 Kil south of ‘MUELYOVKA end north oi‘m-QBADU!D on

‘both ‘sides of the rdad conneeting those vi s :

aﬂata.nddrysa.lﬂy spacy ofa.pprcxl..oqms

A1) "the'se ‘places can be used Quring th Ary periods.

{av)

 inPorviatioh® dn’ CHERKKSSY. 50X1-HUM

(b) Terrain

“The -I:own of. C&ERKASSI ia Situated on the western 5 highbs Wik of
the river DNYEFR. ~West of the town the country: ia Aindulated and
euve:;ad with bushes and groupa of 6ld trees. Further to khe west
4" large wood extords a distange of approx 3rel Fami

- The laft (eastern) bank ‘ofthe river-is flat and sendy, in: - B0y
‘soctors covered by bushas. “Purther-to the’ eut arg SwApy - mead o
and pastures.

The town e:ctenas alqng +he: rivar‘ Lﬁk 50X1-HUM
plateau. wh:.ch déseends gradtally €9 the' river. ‘

(¢) Ihe river DNYEFR

The, river at QERKASSY and ite nc:.m.ty varied ih wilth and’ a.epth.
There are numordus sandy islands, some of theik covered with Pushes.
-In spring the maao:‘lty of thom are undet water., ]

(R | the width-of the riyer on its’ eantml ‘soator-as -800 50X1-HUM
metres. On the railway ’br:.age sgctor the river is widen, During’

the sprmg and’ summer per:.ods the r:.ve:: is navigable. o

(-d.)r General Information ™

CHERKASSY . :.tse.'b;‘ belonga to KIE¥ Prov:r.noa The 1e£t bank of the
river belongs to FOILAVA. Provinee : Phe - tmm is wituabed on-the -
ROMCDAN -~ POMOSHCEMAYK railway and £s an “important ‘rivey’ masina
The dmbla-traclnad steel railway brid.ge si‘h:a.teﬂ. nm'th-wen of #he
town is approx 1,500 motvas tb:m. the- pylons Wﬁs uskies high,

. /Iafomut Btates ..,
SECRET
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. | 50X1-HUM
| | the
‘bresent. railway bridge was built after the war. | ,,,‘saw some
old pylons approx 200 mbtres east.af the bridge. . The 'br:uiga is
‘ ad.by MGB troops ("KRASOPOGONNIKI"). | ]
there are also MGs -on the brld,ge 50X1-HUM

Approx. 3 Km east of the main railway br:l.dg,e thare ds.8 smaJJ. Bteel
‘bridge over an arm of the river DNYEFR,

Betwaen the main’ bridge and. the . G[-IERKASSY Station the. ra.llway rung
‘on.a dam'6 = 7 metres.high. There are two steel bridges over the
roads nmn:r.ng wost and south—wost.

The town 11:Self‘ which is built in blocks, consists: ohiefly ‘of one-
and two-storey br:Lck buildings. .The main streats are 8 - 10 metres
. wide and .paved with "bulyzh.nlk" ‘cobbles. Some State buildings have
a ‘water supp]y which as a rule is out of onier l;. =5 days per waek.
The water is delivered chiefly from the river. * There are no
sanitation installations, The electricity from the local power
station iS almost a.ll over thé town but the stredts ‘aré-retlier dark.

(e) Glider landing area -

\ in the nearest vicinity of CHERKASSY ‘the S0X1-HUM
torrain is rather difficult for glider. landing because of undulatmg
and: wooded 1and on the wastern barik of ‘the .T:iver and £1at but mddy
grounds on the left bank.

4. The CHERKASSY Garrison (see Annexe 2 to Appendix 'A') »

5OX1 HUM

in. CHERKASSY: -

‘m Apr. 49 the fellowing.troops. were stationed

(a) 28 or 48 Mach Div located in the barracks. cvomconmox) s:.tuated

‘on the south-western side of the town, 50X1-HUM

{(b) . An MZB Special Detachment. located somewhers.in. the’ tomp
Of the MechDivi  |only] |59 Mech Regt

\

| _ -and
| [2 more xﬁm}; weore in the Barracks, | in CHERKASSY
| this Mech Div had already been there ‘over 3 yeara and was

due to be moved to another place during 1949.

. The .bagracks area in CHERKASSY oxtends alomg the main railway track
lea.d:.ng to the railway bridge. "They consist of numierous ane-storey brisk:
buildings. -There are only 2 two—storey bu:.ldmgg Theére are “also some -
-wooden: sheds.. .There are no trees in the barracks area.,

On the qther s1ae of the reilway oxterds a thin forest whera the
Summer Camp i5s situated. There are also 2’ smll-a.ms shooting ‘ranges
and tenks and MTI' parks. During the summer pexj;od troops camp there under
canvas. :

] details concerm.pg the MG’ ‘Special 50X1-HUM
Detachment. They ware called "KRMSWﬂRXHI&HjE" and ‘earried ‘out ‘the rail-
“way bridge. guard and. town patrol duties. They used to carry-out their
trai on :the same gr'eund as the 59 Moch Regt in ithe. Summer Camp area..
I&lmwr seon more thsn one Coy of the MGE froocps in- training,
Belations betwsen them and the Mech Div personnel were rather cool.” 50X1-HUM
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ANIEXE 1_T0 APPEIDIX 4
50X1-HUM

SKETCH OF THE KOTYELVA AREA

To AKHTYRKA

. BUGROVATOYE

7

7;'7\‘, . . _‘L ‘
TVATOVKA £~y MOTKA

A\
To
PCITAVA

Scale: 1:250 5000

(Glider landing areas -
aro marked 'L')
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3.

"ML Room

| 50X1-HUM
LXPLANATORY NOTES T0
AITEXE 2 T0 APEEIDIX ‘A’
- |
| k 50X1-HUM

Check Point
Saloon Cars and Motorcyeclss Park :
59 Regt Quarters. (Tank and MG personnel. Gymmsim).

59 Regt Quarters

Voyentorg Shop and' ORe Quarters

99 Regt Clud

Class rooms .

Artillery Workshops and Clothing Store

Artillery Park

HQ 59 Mech Rogt

59 Moch Regt Dinjng Hall
Lavatorios

Guard Room

Obstacle courss

Bath and Laundry’

Food Store

59 Mech Regt Arty Battory

Tank Unit

Voyontorg Store and ORs Quartors

ORs Quartors (two-storoy building)
Regimental Club

Wooden Shed (salvago)

Rogimental Club

ML Park -

ORs Quartors . . ;
Tank School, Classrooms and ORs Quarters (two-storoy bullding)
PT Ground o ‘ :
Garrison POL Dump (underground)
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AIEXE 2 TO ACEIDIX A -

SKETCH OF THE MILITARY BARRACKS

50X1-HUM

" Soale: 1:125,000

1

To the Station.
S
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| APFEIDIX 'B'

INFORMATION ON CONDITIONS OF LIFE AND

SOCIAL PROBLEMS 1N THE UKRAIKE

INDEX
4. Introduction
2. Life in the collective farms
5« Life in the towns
k. Religion
5. Education
6. Anti-Semitism -
7: The Russian drive in the Uh'a.:me
8. Political faellng
9. Mora.ls e
1. Intreduction ) /..---/"'/ 5OX.1 -HUM
_ [ - ‘ ‘ 1
part-of the Ukraine situated on the borders of thy present
| Lpro vinces POLTAVA, KHARKOV and SUMY. |
- [in KHARKOY <tho
life is ontirely difforent. "Theré aré oven taps with water there",
things| nevor seen in AKHTYRKA and | \not not:.oe
Lin POLTAVA. |
\ -
\
\
\
_\
I
| _/social problems and life in POLTAVA arca which, being #ituated between_
KIEV and KHARKOV and ‘being always very Ukrainian, plays an important role
4n the life of the Ukraine.

2. lare in the collective farms

50X1-HUM

\ lin comparison with the spring of 1949 the
prosent standard of life in the colloctive farms in the POLTAVA arca is |
in some respects higher. This improvement concerns chiefly the quantity
of food obtainable for a collective farmer, in partioular the. amount of
grain which farmers obtain for one working day. There are also more
goods and of better quality J.n the "RAYMAGs" (Rag:.onal wholesale stores)
than in 1949.

/0n the ...
SECRET
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- " On“the other hand -ther-e‘al;i:s very little change in the conditions -
in which the peasants have lived during the. last twenty- years and the
“geheral standard of civilisation, culture and morals is: the sams ss it
was before. ' PR ‘

‘ / -HUM

— [ the: amalgamation of the 50X1-HU
collective farms did not exercise much influenge on oonditions of 1ife in
the villages.  This is caused first of all by the difficulties of structure
of Ukrainian villages which are usually much larger. than the Rusgiah or
Byelorussian ones. They are built irregularly, oceupying’ a-large space

and are. very densely populated.. 'While. in Russis a village .of 200 houses

is congidered 2 large one, 200 - 300 houses and 2,000 inhsbitants represent
the average sizé for a rural settlement in the Ukrains.  There are. settle-
monts extending along the rivers or canyons for 6 - 10 Km. The distribution
of land and organisation of agricultural work in such villages is extremoly
difficult.. Larger settlements consist of two and more collseotive farms.,
KOCYELVA, an unusually large.village of approx 30,000.inhabitants, ‘comprised
before the amalgamation Fourteen colleetive farms, the smallest of them
having 280 houses and 1,000 hectares of land. At present ths nwmber of
kolkhozi there has been reduced to eight. - ' '

. The only real-effect of amalgamation was a reduction in ‘the.
nuber of all types of clerical staff and officials and an ihcrease. in
man-power. But the increase in man-péwer was much smaller than ‘expacted.
The amalgamation caused great dissatisfaction with the new distribution
-of land among the farms. It is an almost impossible task in the USSR to
satisfy the farmers after their experience of the last 30 years..' None of
the Governmont promises have been fulfilled. On the contrary, farmers
live in consteny fear that the. Government, in order to increase the .
standard of discipline of work: still.considered inadequate, will put all
collective farmers in ¢ommon barracks. Thersfore aven an innocent :
innovation raisés immediately a wave of panie. ﬁﬂ—Y‘as -an 50X1-HUM
examplg | | the construction of a brick-kiln in a-collective farm
immediataly causes rumours that the Government is going to build: banracks
for the farmers, For a collective farmer deprived in fact of ail his.
rights and being a pariah of the Soviet community desperately defends

the Iast thing left to him - his own homs. e

. ... . Ths real tragedy of life of the colloetive farmors. is. constant
... lack of mongy. In the present structure of the collactive Tarms a farmer

has no money and cannot obtain any. Paid for his werk-in, grain and

obliged to pay various taxes in cash. and buy menufactured goods for cash,

he struggles for every single rouble. The system of Government deliveries

is ruthless afd in some ways also ridiculous. For instance, a -eollactive

farmsr is obliged to deliver 120 eggs per year whother he has any hens or

not. . If ho has ho poultry he must buy eggs on. the markot for delivery to

the Government. In ordéer to obtain money for the. purchase of spgs he has 1

to sell somothing, for example a pig. But if ho possesscs a pig he must

deliver meat etc. to the Government. The Government deliveries and taxes

arc an ondless chain of vexations. A farmer who possesses a cow deliyers

milk, butter and 40 Kilogrammes of meat yosrly to the. Government.

) The small plots of “land which collective .farmers own are.their
main and almost only sources of living. Accordihg tc the present . regu-
lations the pre-war farmers can possess 0.6 hectare of. their: own; land.
Until 1951 it was 0.8 hoctare but the new farmers who joined kolkhozi

~after 1945 are entitlod.only to 0.4 heetare of land. From thése plots
they live, pay taxes and try to obtain some money for buying manufactured
goods.

/owing to ...
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Owing to- this Bdconomic pol:l.cy the peasants of' the POLIIAVA aresa,
one of the "grain stores of Burcpa", land of fruit, sugar beet, vegetables
and livestock, live on & diet cons:Lstmg chiefly of bread and potatoes.
Meat and milk they consume ‘only at the Christmas or Eastor holidays and -
somgtifmes on Sundays. They have ‘no butter whatsoever and use’ sanflower-
seed oil as a:substitute. a collactive farmor. 50X1-HUM
eats 10 - 20 oggs per year. ‘Sugar in a small quantity is obtainable only
for people: working in.the sngar beet . ficlas, The main vegetables are
cucumber. and oabbago. - Only ‘those who have fruit trees in their own
Kifchen gardens aro able to cat fruit. Until 1947-48 there wore no.
raostrictions on collect:mg crab-apples in; the woods. - At present:- for ‘soma”
unknéwn. reason this is forbidden and the a}?plas ang” pea.rs rot . in. the: woods -
‘because the fordsters ard not willing. and have no time fo -oollect tham. .

Accomodat:.on is also an acutc problem for tho. v:.lia‘gera and the
gituation is even worsc™ than before the war. . There was 40 Governmep'l: help
for the ropair .of war damage.' Dwellings repaired by the Larmers werg
Tebuilt: exa.ctly in the same way as beford the war, in’ ofher wapds, they &re
-waoden hitts' with carth floors.and ‘Eh.atche..d roofs. Thore ard gtill some
people living in cellars or dug-outs. ‘never seon the .'naw,
lovoly dwelllngs i which the happy farmer Liyes" (accordirig to official
propaganda). - Thoro is no.elostricity in the villages except -for the S0X1-HUM
office buildings in the large kolkhozi.  The huts are illuminated wif:h

korosens lamps. During the- war and uht:l.l 19&.6 thcre Wore. ne- la.gh'ts )
the huts, Heating is’ also a 've sera.ous o‘blem. : There is no-, coa.l ﬂﬁ.
the woods belong to the- Stata. - gors fx’gat * » Huts with stm,

thorns and. anything which can he" b\,:.rnt A1L fence wore usdd’ _up- long
ago.- In winter there is bitter cold and darknoss”in ‘:hn huta. \

_The “fioxt problem is furhiture, pottery dnd Sutlory....The - -
collective farmers, live. in unfurnished huts. A vory lucky and woalthy
family has one. bed.:Tho.majority Sleep’ ‘on-thd stove’ or;.oh woodon planks :
or on the floor: |  |deseribed tho normal-"bod-snd bedcl&haa"’«m5ox1 HUM
an average.hut as “one to threé small mcrad,z.bly f:.lthy p’.tllgws, “maxtrym
one. rotton blanket and & coupld of planks, put gway during the day in a
corner of the roon". -Somd -villagers havo sheots but neven more fhﬂn tvm
for a fannly Towels are in some housea biit 'l:he majority use old’ mgs
instcad.. Rirniture consists chiefly of one table,-s couplg of very
a#mt:wa stobls, ‘one empty wocden box. and one o fwo wooder henches.

Pottbry usually" cons:.sts of ‘a couple or pots whick serve for
various purposes such- os coold.ng ea‘c:.ng, wash:mg otc,  Every omg. has
his own spoon, chiefly a wooden ope, and a home-made’ knife and that is
the uspal equipmert of ‘a farmhouse'kifchen. T the old times of- IGzarist
- oppression® there were Jugs,: cups and sonetimes: glasses in every, house,
‘There were alsc khives and forks. ~ At present {lere are very few forh
and-all ave’ of Ahé "Czarist" make.

50X1-HUM

\ |an averagé, farmsr and his family wash .
themselves "sometimes in suimer in the river", During the winter thay
do- not wash 2t all except on hol:.days at Christmas, Easter or the New
Yezr. "There is no hot water, it is cold inside and eutside ‘and soap
As" very searce and expensive therefore they do not’ wash themselvas"
Toothbrushes ave not used at all. .They cost money, they also need
tooth-powder; and "poople are not’ ‘acoustomed, to-using.  50X1-HUM
them": ' There is.a lack of the most necessary implepents in e peasant
fam:.ly, each house is provided with a hammer but ‘there .are. very “faw,

'.plnoers, sclssors screwﬂrlvers, 1rons, etc‘

————— o e o

50X1-HUM
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Ivefore the war there were ne bicycles in  OX1-HUM

‘the collective farms, they appeared for.the first time in ¥945, chiefly
as "booty". Between 1946 and 1949 the mimber inoreased.and in 1949 there
wore 400 ‘oycles in the KOTYELVA region. A woman cycling is still ‘
considered. there as shameful.("POZOR"). B

o _ _ | the rural. population is'very badly dressed. °0X1-HUM
In general they have no underwear s they'do not wse handkerchisfs, many of
them were: i rags.  The "ladies ‘underwoar" horrified - h
T There are some girls. | | 50X1-HUM
—__,_J.who Jook after themselves but they are only: rassed “in.the CF]
when, ¥isiting the market square (DAZAR) whieh ig for :a; Ukrainian peasant .
‘the 'plics Wwhere. the village "society" meets. - "NA BAZARIYE" ;iwls do not
pick thein noses with their fingers (men do this everywhere) but use
handkerchiefs and'it- is not good to.be seen in the BAZAR bare-footed.

S there is very little of cultural life S0X1-HUM
abd amusemonts in the collective fayms. Clubs-exist in the wa jority of
the villages but there are also maly where .o club exists only in thaory.
‘In KOTYELVA, which is a:regional centre, there are #wo clubs, one of
“them the "benin" Club which every autumn is used &8s a grain-store and
the other ™- Travnya" Club whioh is open all -the year. -There is a-large
locture and theatre room, a library and a dance~hall .called by ihe local
inhabitants "KIFOIYE" (foyer). People dance thore, fight sometimes.

- Very seldom a oinems show is given there. This is the only pldce-of -
entertainment for 30,000 inhabitants. Owing to the Ukrainian's sociabls
and gaynature - thore is more sogial.life-in the Ukraine than in Russia.
Poople like singing together and in spito of the. hard life they are
rather.chgerful, ~ = ' :

.. . People do not resd éither books or papers. -Newspapers arg
“i] used chicfly as cigarette papor. Books"are- expensive :and thera is no.
: light feor reading. .

7 .- In-each village there exists an "“upper: class". comprised of all
local authorities, Party loaders, Government officials, techpieians,.
cashiérs, ete. and. they avoid.contact. with the collective .farmers. In -
the Regional centros such as KOTYELVA and KRASHIY RKUT where the _officials
are vory humerous the distance betwsen the upper apd lower oclagses is very
‘great. The Regional Party officials, MiB offiecers, State Bank and Savings
Bank managers and the magistrate are the highest eastg, completely cut off.
from the .peasants. |

50X1-HUM

| The upper class are woll lodged, earn

monay [eat and arink very woll and do not pay mach
attention to the  pecasants. ' - '

.. The sacond social olass, also woll situsted, are the mochanics
:and drivers from the MPS stations, local factorios and instituntions: The
MIS personnel for axample have enough -kerosene for their lamps, -they are
paid in cash, buy bicycles and oigaretto ‘lighters. Some of them who were
sbroad during the war have pocket-watches. |

]
- Tthero were ih 1949 50X1-HUM
apprax 10 pockot-watches for approx 1,200 inhabitants (6 of thom were

"booty" from Germany and Poland).
/Thore is ...
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There is still a great lack of manpower in the farms. Meon man
away at every opportunity from the farms to the towmns In particular the
v demobilised soldiers do their best to avold returning to the vollective
Larms. :

3. Life in the itowms 50X1-HUM
e — ]
}

i/mgwmch easier and better than in the
farms.  Except POLTAVA -the other towns are £ilthy and lacking -in ‘egsential
civilised.installations. '

k. Beligion
oD there is no persecution of people S0X1-HUM
‘attonding the churoh services. In KOTYELVA two churches are opan. -In
AKHPYRKA|  one church open and in ‘almost all of the larger villages oy HuM
“one church is open. “There are ccmparatively small congregations:. . ‘Péople

in general believe, but are no longor accustomed to attend the.-'services
- yegularly. The larger congregations dre at Christmas; Easter and
‘ Epiphany ‘services when a large number of young people take part. -
/| Geénerally speakiny the Church does. not exercise mich ‘influence on the
. .population but the priests, all of them old med,. arg: respected.
5. Biucation
| : | | | 50X1-HUM
There. are medical schools (TYEKENIKUM) in AKHTYRKA'ard in
'BOGA@UKHOV producing doctors of very poor quality. There is also an
agFicultural TYEKHIKDY in AKHTYRKA, - The only’ sscondary sehook in the
‘Régitn is. at KOTYELVA. The school is ldcated in a @ite good building
‘and is well sguipped.

. - the elemeirtary and ée‘#qrﬂax‘y schools S0X1-HUM
haie i% geheral -a -good 8taff and “Yeachers bré ‘in olose’ contadt wikh -
-pa¥ents.. ‘Therd is e canstant. 1aok .of ‘text hooks- &nd bopy books-in-the
‘oleméntary schools. | — —
I o

6. Anti-Semitism. -

o 'the treditional Ukrainian enti-Semitisw
still exists in the rural settlements.' In spite of a very small nunberd0X1-HUM
‘of Jews ih the villages, they always oceupy the good positions: snd are-
very unpoptilar among -the population.

50X1-HUM

7. Tho Russisn drive in the Ulkraine

| | the larger percentage of the town 50X1-HUM

© populatich aré Russians.’ In the rural settlemsnts thoy ave in the
minority but ‘nevertheless -they oocupy ‘better positions than ‘the Ukrainians.

N ‘ has never Been a Rusgian ir a kolkhozm
working in the Fields They are in'the Farly ofeicesy in ‘the kolkhoz 50X1-HUM
stores; they are "prigediza" on the farms’ or work in ths ms-"git_a.{tiohg but
they do not work as gollactive farmers, - ‘ .

/in the |
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In the Rogional the MGB and Militia personnel is almost S0X1-HUM

entirely Russian. They do not speak or do not liks. to .speak Ukrainiah and
often behave as "senior brothers"

] _ | the nuaber of Rissians and the Russian .~ DOX1-HUM
domination lias increased considerably since the ‘end of the war.:

8. Politicsl feeling,

. °  4As previcusly stated, the rural _po'pula.ti;m of. the. POI:EAV!:, #-i!ea.’
could be divided into four social groups:= ‘ '

(1) The "upper -class" consisting of the well-paid officials. and
technieal personnel. '

(ii) The "middle™ class, alsc living comparatively well, .which
consists of’, the workers of the industrial .or transport
enterprises.

(1i1) “Theé former wartime Red partisans and their families,.
favoured by the Government.

(iv)  The lowest class consisting of tho masses of collective.
farmors. '

The firat two grogps are to a conside_i-eib'le axtent Russians ané‘l_'f_or the

most part they arc the "vigilant Bolshoviks". The last group is almost
- entirely Ukrainian, mostly very nationalist and anti-Commmnist in their
- outlook. - . )

The nationalist Ukrainians undcubtedly hate Russians, Jews
and Commanists but are in general rather passive. During the first
poriod after the war (1945-48) many of them carried out. non-organised
sabotage activifies against the representatives of the Soviet rogime
v | During tho summer and autumn of 1948 in KOTYELVA 'alone three wembers

| of the kolkhoz .authorities, among them two Kolkhoz Chairmen, were
killed and one was wounded. There were many cases of robbery of the
kolkhoz stores and Party offices but there was no: organised action and
' no political idea or .leadership.

o |
at present thore is no guerilla 50X1-HUM

warfare in Ukrainian territory except in the areas whieh until 1939
belonged to POLAND. | |people were always talking about 50X1-HUM

tho famous "BANDERA" partisans fighting somewhere in the wast but no-gne
has-ever seen a real anti-Soviet paritisan there. Single acts of sabotage
always were and still are carried ¢ut ih various parts of the Ukraine but
there is not a large-secals anti-Soviet action ahd it would be a great
mistake to count on it. Peoplé livée there in the atmosphere ef distrust
and depression. They are very tired morally and physically and absolutely.
unable to organise any serious action. | 7 laven in 50X1-HUM
case of a war against the west a considerablc part of the rural population,
chiefly officials, workers and farmer partisans, would support the regimo.
The anti-Soviet mass of Ukrainians would’ be most probably hostile -but

idle and not ready for any anti-Soviet action until the Allied troops
entered Soviet territory. The last war experiences with the Gormans
exercised. a considerable influsnce on the Ukrainian mentality.

/9. Morals ...
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[ | the . gerieral standard of morals ih. the
POLTAVA area is comperatively high.

Thera are many cases of theft and robbery but paople rob
chiefly the Government stores and steal food and clothing. Murders
occur very seldom. Women ars safe in the rural settlements. There
is a lot of Pightihg among the youth but this is an old tradition of -
Pamous bandits and Cossacks which: still survives. MNen are of'ten brutal
and very wude but they are not completely demcrallsed. . 'A considerable

. number . of people indulgs in alechol but the "authorities" drink mich
wore than the peasants because the latter have no monsy for. vodka.
There are:also many fewer hooligans in the ‘villages then in the towns.

. Married families live in general quietly and properly.
Youths have very little morel restraint but the married women behave
_thamelves decently as-a rule.

50X1-HUM
privileged classes, is mmch- oleaner mordlly than physically. For| ]
~ [ the lack of cleanliness of men and women as“wall as
‘of their houses, caused by poverty and very low standard of civilisation,
is really disastrous.

It appears that the rural population, except ths 1ppe
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Effect on Soviet population of
Soviet propaganda against the
West

Effect on Soviet populatien of Sovigt Propaganda against the West

. i | in general the people
from the towns are inolined to believe the Soviet propaganda more reedily
than the villagers and support the Sovief/_ policy for the simple reason
that they live better than. the rural population and because the: percentage
of real Commnists is much larger in the towns than in the villages.

Often during discussions on various problems such as politics, economics,
ete. | __|the most ardent Commnists 90X1-HUM
and the most chauvinistic were always workers from MOSCOW and the MOSCOW
Province. They were usually supported by the GORKIY workers. The
soldiers from LENINGRAD were much quistor and undoubtedly less pro-

Soviet than those from MOSCOW and GORKIY. The MOSCOW "boys" were always
proud’ of the Soviet achiecvements, objected against any criticism of the
life in the USSR and were in general strongly anti-Western.

\ |in tho USSR and in Germany[ | almost overy
ohe who was very loyal to the regime and glorified the life in Russia 50X1-HUM
and the Soviet achievements, attacking the West, was either in a good
position himself or had some one of his nearcst rolatives well si’tuaj.\‘od

in the Party, in a Government office or in industry.
. |the groater part of the Government defenders supported  50x1-HUM
tho. regime purely for maierialistic roasons.

/0n the ...
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On thé other hand people from the town are mtich more highly
educated and bettor "fed" with Communist. propaganda than the villagers.
A collective farmer or a-farm Workerw is less educated and politically’
developed but also much more. tired physically and morally than the town
people. - The villagers also haye much more reason to be dissatisfied
and have more évidence against the Goverfmant policy. ‘The conditiolns
in which they live speak Por, themselves, o ' '

This moral and physical tiredness is for. a collective farmer
the best reason against any propagendsa snti-~ .or pro-Communist. A
i er does not belicve in anything the Soviet propaganda, says. . 50X1-HUM
¢onsidars the Soviet propaganda among the rural population
as "HAPRASNIY TRID" . (waste of time . At the same timo a villager is
not: prepared: tc believe overything! propegands might say. 50X1-HUM
As long as the ~ /inform the poople of the USSR what is wrong
in tho Sovict Union the peasants would believe them... But information
ol woild be received rather cautiously. A
Soviet collective Farmer realises how he lives and Khows that anywhere  90X1-HUM
outsida the USSR life must be better, “though he would hever ‘bheliove in
the existenee of absolute happiness anywhore. ‘

50X1-HUM

‘ for a Sovief peasant the best propaganda
would beaparcell centaining elothing, food or various
things which could improve his standard of life. In particular the
Ukrainian peasants| ‘ | ‘arq Yery suspicious  S0X1-HUM

-and it is’always avery long time before they will frust a stranger.
During the last war they were "liberated® “twice, onos by the Gerwans
' and Por the second- time by the Soviets. . In the POITAVA arca the
majority. of ‘poasants greeted the Germans as liberators but about six
months later the woods were Pull of anti-German partisans because they
1iad. Peen bitternly deceived by tho Germans. In 1943 they wore liberated
from the 'Gormans but. the Soviets- punished’ thom severely. for 4heir short.
poricd of-idyllic existence under ‘the Germans. Then again came the
poried’ of great expoct tions of a new life after the vigtory over ‘
Germany, followed - v the disastrous famine of 1946 and a new wave of
Soviet economic and political terror. At prosent after all those .
oxperiences they are tired and aisillusioned. Therefore propaganda
amoeng “the .U‘Lara_.g‘.ni?{lpeixs-ants‘ is a.very complicated problom and  needs
very delicate-handling. o .

— ] ok
‘ ’ [it became clear that before starting any

propaganda activities there it is very essential to realise:=

(d)  what an average Ukrainian peasant knows about the Soviet
poliqy;. o

50X1-HUM

(a) what is the best method "of propagahda.

The first question can be answored very easily: an average
_ Ukrainian peasant “knows everything about the Soviet policy. - He does not
now. or understand the ‘complicated sclentific theories of Communism in
_genéral and political and ecohomic policies in’ particular, but he doss
Yaow the practical life very well and what happoned ‘to him during the
last 35 yeers: At present hothing can change his attitude towards the
Soviet regime; no halfrmeasures such as inerease of pay. for a working

/da.y O eds
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day or bicyelss for sals in the Regional stores; nothing but the complete
freedom of life and work, no amalgametion but liquidation of the collsctive

farms could probably make him softer. Owing to their experience and their
attitude, Ukrainian peasanis do hot beliove anythihg that the Kremlin says,
sitler in the future happiness of life in Russia or that the Russians

invented ra.d:.o, tanks and aeroplanes. 50X1-HUM

The last point is what is the best mothed of ‘$uccessful 50X1-HUM
propaganda there.
The foreign broadeasts which can do much amohg the workers in the fowns
and’ industrial settloments are almost ugeless in the v:l.lla.ges. Those

couple of|  |sets in large villages, chitfly in the clubs or 50X1-HUM

belonging to the local "big men", are not available to the average

peasant. 50X1-HUM
The best method of propaganda,| | would be leaflets,

provided that they contained good material, and thero was no doubt that they
had beon made abroad and not in the ncarcst wood or ih the POLTAVA MGB
printing offiee.

50X1-HUM
Loaflots | would be the real evidence that :

\ honestly think about the suffering people in the Ukraing

and at the same time thoy would prove that the Soviet regime is hot strong
enough to stop foreign propaganda inside the ‘USSR. 50X1-HUM

\ /it would not be necossary to distribute
the leaflets in large quantitiss. A4 good leaflet would be read by hundrods
of poople and pasgsed from one villago to another. oven faster than tho MGB -
alarm gignals. A good printsd propaganda would u.ndoubted]y wake up theg:
anti~Soyiet saction of Ukraihian peasantry ‘which apart from their feeling
is rathor passive and suffors from lack of initiative and leadership.

c-
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