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INFORMATION ON LEAVE PROGEDURE

IDEX -

1. leave entitlement
. Loave documentation
3. Outward journey

4. Return journey

1. Leave ontitlement

Bvery Soviet Army officer serving in Germany is entitled 4o

leave in the USSR { months after his arrival at his station.

_ Technical personnol ere entitled to & period of leave one yoar
after-arrival in Germany, and sojdiers after 2 yoars service in Gormany.

\ 2 leaves oach year;, a.g« 90 days Ylus travelling time,
but this genarous allowance was altered to one leave por year in Juno 1950
at the "demand" of units stationed in Germany as their share to help the
economy of the USSR. o

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

In 1951 an army order, issusd by Marshal VASSIIEVSKY, 1imitod

50X1-HUM

loave travelling time to 15 days. |

Flying personnel ave an exception. They are given a guaranteed
poriod of 60 days at homo plus travelling v.me.

it would be botter for the morals of the
troops if the Bait of home leave was not held out, but if thoy were giwen
tho promise that after a definite service of 2 years duration thoy would
be returned to the USSR. '

/Leavo ...
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loave entitlement for the first.year of service in units
stationed in the USSR is one month including travelling tims. In the

Ffollowing years travelling time is allowed in addition to the month's
loava.

- Howaver, troops are not always allowed -to g on leave. Usually
under some pretext of a training exercise, the lsave is postponed
indefinitely.

The higher rarks of HQ staff and the political officers ware
the only personnel to.go on leave regularly.

. The lsave plan was -drawn up-iln the unit within tho first month
of . the year.

The essential signature on the permit to cross the USSR frontiexr-
was that of the Army Commander

The 412th and Z5th of eaczh -month were "signing" days a.nd documents
had- to be presonted by the wvarious units 6 days before thest d.ates. _

.3 photographs had to be submitted for the pormit to ordss the
UBSR frontier- (propusk cherez. gosudarstvysunuyn graritsu), The photographs
iiad to have the right bottom corher left blank (quarter circls space) to
accommodate a part of the stamp. These photographs were taken by unit
ahotogra.phers (German) in the officers'. club..

" When.tho docwment had been signed, the unit was notified and
an ofr:.cer was sent spoedially to tako .them ‘bagk to tho unit.

Leave documentation

| when going on leew® to-tho USSR| |was
issued with:-

(a) Identity Card

() Permit to cross the USSR frontier (Eropusk) with 2-photo-
‘graphs and e stamp and signature of Army Cofmander..

(o) Ieave Pass {otpusknoi bilet)
() ‘Travol Voucher (voyenskaye trebovaniye) FOTSDAM ~ MOSCOW.
Otmvam jgurngy
At the- station WIIDPARK/FOTSDAM the teilwey station Militery
Comit stamps the permit to cross the USSR frontier and-onters ‘$ho
partioidars in a register. He also. reserves a soat on - the leave train.

At the tioket office.a. POTSDAM -« MOSCOW ticket 4s-issued .’m
oxchange for the travel vwoher.

.The leaye train ...

SEGRET
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The leavs train leaves FOPSDAM at 1100 hours. It is a luxuxy
traih consisting of 10 sloepers and 2 sof't (upholstored) coaches. An
oxtre charge of 75 roublos is made for the use of this train (courier
train) from POISDAM to BREST, and a charge of 20 Mk for the use of the
sleaper.

The leave tra.:m propor ‘(without extra charge) starts firom
FRANKFURIL/(DER.

At 2300 hours the train passes WARSAW, and at 0600 hours the
following meorning arrives in BREST, where the chango over into Russian
trains takes place.

Shortly before POZNAN is the first document check by Polish °20X1-HUM

militery authorities, who stamp tho leave pass. | |
the inspooting porsornel werd Soviet nationals tThough in Folish

wilitary uniforms. ‘ 50X1-HUM

Another document check took place before reaching BREST.

Shertly before reaching the river BUG, the train was stop;ped
and militery guards checked the carriage doors which wore thon locked.

The train thon pulls up at & platform on both sides of which
ard high nets to prevent anybody leaving or entering by the side. Here
the train is boarded by MGB troops,-who search the train thoroughly,
probing every ompty space. ‘This search 'by a large number ‘of froops lasts
a good half an hour. : After the scarch is complsted,. special guards board
the train and it passes across the bridge over the BUG. and tra.vels within
a screen made by notting .on both sides and on the top.

Once across -the- bridge the train is stopped again and all.
documents except the loave ‘pass’ aré handéd to the checking ‘personnel,.
who alSo gompare visually’ tho identity of the person with ‘the photograph
on tha documont. These documents are colloctod lator on at a. given desk
at BREST statich. A party of dustoms officials: 'I:han enters the compart-
ments, noting on: tho leave pass how many pioces of ‘luggage are in the
possession of the traveller, and also the amount of. German money'carried.

At 0700 hours +the train onters BREST station. All travellers
leave the-train with their luggage, whicli is ‘wdighed on the platform and
the weight recorded on'the leave ticket. The luggage is then presentod
for the customs inspection, which literally turns every article out.

No books or papers of any kind are allowed to be taken into th@
USSR, nor are any photographs or films. Films are extracted from all
cameras., GClothos and 2 wafches are allowed to be taken into the countzy,
‘but all articles must have been purchased in the Soviet Zone of Germany.
Receipts are given f£or articles consfiscated.

In 4950 a It was apked to pay 150 Roubles duty. for a doll,

which he . conszﬁared excossive. He- promptly smashed the doll there. a.nd then.

The female train attendants asked some passengers’ to 2dd soms
lingorie- to. their luggage in order to get it through the customs. In cases
where tha articles wore: just put- on top of the personal ’belonging_.,s, the.
customs conf:.sce.ted the articles as thoy were well versed with the ruses
of the train staff. But. iu othor casos the articles ware passed without
much difficulty., Almost all pa.ssengers ‘had dresses and dress materlal fox
their wivés in their luggags.

: ‘ /After passing ...
SECRET
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Aftor passing the customs the luggage is handed, against a
receip¥, into the luggage room and the passenger joins the quoue at the
cash dask, where ths personal documents are issudd.

The MOSCOW train lcaves at 1255 p.m. but tho queue starts to
form shortly aftor the arrival of tho train-at tho station and at 0900
hours everyonec already becomes impatient.

‘ At 1000 hours the travellor's hame is callséd out and ha is
glven his documents after his leave pdss has becn compared and checked,
and the -part of the permit to cross the USSR frontior, with one photo-
graph kept back. '

He thon joins the quoue at the field cashier's dosk whoere,
howover, priority is given aécording to rank.

The identlty card, leave pass and pay book are handed in and
he receives-his ldave pay and ration money. The latter amount -is 296
Roubles for a month's leave.

He thon mm?as to the ‘next cash desk, where his German mohay
is exchanged at the rate of one Rouble for one East Mark.

He next goes to the Military Station Commandant, where a
quovs waits for' railway vouchers and seat reservations. for the MOSCOW
train. v
Having obtainod a vm&wr,moined a quoue at the 50X1-HUM
ticket office, whore he was finally Issued with a ticket after paying
200 Roubles for a sileeper to MOSCOW, first-class travel and oxcass of
luggage (50 Kg free limit).

, How 1n possession eof his tickst, he collects His luggaga, has
a snack {very oxpensiw: ~ approx 170 Roubles for 2 persons),. gots into
the train’ and hands his tioket to tho. train conductor.

Bocause of the queues, it profitabls to 50X1-HUM
angage a porter, who ohtains all gthat is .necessaxry through back doors
and then ‘ensures that ong does net miss the traig.

| 50X1-HUM
The carriages are all-metal, with apartments for 2 or I parsons.
Bvery luxury is provided for the passongers. Therc is a dining oar,
shower room, valet service; 1ibrary and music by choiée. A loudspeaker
system instructs passengers how ‘to béhave on the train, gives the
contents of the bill of fare, titles of books in the library and choice
of msic records, whidh ate played over the loudspeaker system.

Approx 100 Kiz short of MOSOOW, the ateam onginos are cha
to electriec. traction amd there ard no further stops. Shortly.before
arrival the national. amthem is played, then a short Jocture glorifying
the capital is given and, at the samp time, the doouments are roturned
by the train eonductor.

At 2000 hours the trein pulls in at the BIELOHJSKIY Station,
and &8 tho Far Bast train leaves the YARCSLAVSKY Station at the same time
all passehgors for the Far Bast miss the connection.

No soonéx hawe they entexed-the station, when tho doors are
fiung open and a horde of porters descends on the trayellers, grabbing
suitcases indiscrimiridtely and makihkg towards the taxl-gtand, wherc the
taxi-drivers wrestle with the portors for possession of the suitcases.
Tho struggle is only ssttled when the passengdr has Seated himself in a

. taxi-cab and his Iuggage has finally heen restored to him. /o
SECRET
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For carrying 2 suitcases about 100 m. those porters dema.nﬂ.
50 Roubles, and in ordey to avoid a. quarrel this exhorbitant sum is paid. 5OX1 -HUM
From the BYELORUSK[Y Station to the KASANSKIY Station, | \
\ paid 76 Roublos taxi fare, according
to the moter reading, which registers each fare stage by 2: Roubles. ‘
arrival at the station, the driver grabs. the suitcases and deposits them
in the- luggage room. .For this servico ho demands 10 Roubles. 50X1-HUM

‘THe travellor then goss to the military comit (equivalent to
R0), who bluntly tells him that all tickets have been sold; ‘ho ‘should,
however, try at the booking office. Thoro he is told again that no
tickets are availablo, but it is suggosted that.if might be worth while
t¢ wait. The travellor hands him a bribe of 50 ‘Houbles, which ha '
reluctantly takes, and advises the traveller to wait for 20 minutes in
tho wajting room, Now a farce of pretencs is shagted between the booking
office and the military commander's office and, An duc time, the ficket
is forthcoming from the military comdt's office..

For deposrt:.ng the suitcase in thﬁ luggage room for ong hour a
-charge of 15 Roubles is madg.

Having seen his colleagua’. off to KUIBISIEV Smturned 90X1-HUM
_to the station and put his namo on ‘l:he wa.ltz.ng list for tickets, which.
wore to beissued’ at 1000 hours. the following: morning, at the. militaxy
cordt's office. He then, wa.ndered around the station nelghbourhood until
22{-000

When trying to obtain a room at an hotel nearby,.he was rofused
admission unless he could produce a hoalth certificata, which hd had to
obtain fzom the "meditsinskiy punkt" (Pirst-atd Station). Informant tried
unsuccessfully for a whole hour- 4o locate this "medpunkt", then gave.up
the idea’of taking a room in an hotel.  Ho.tried to sldep on a banch at
the FUSHKIN memorial, but was ‘sobn wakaonod by a m:.l:.tia. patrol and told
that gleeping on the bench was not' allowed. :

. With first- llghi ho, went, to the station mstaurant hed ‘a sna.ok,

a wash and brush up (2 Roublas) and wont at 0830 to the booking officc.

By. 0945 there was already a long queus. . At 1130 hours they were told to

quouc. according to army ranks and whon, at 1400 hours, it was 50X1-HUM
* turn; he was told ‘that there werc no tickots lefi but he should apply again

at 1700 hours. ~ At 1730 therc was still nobody at tho booking office so ha

wont..to’ the m::.l:.tary comlt and mado o Sccng. He was told ‘to wait-again at

tho booking office, where he finally cbtained. his ticket at 1900 hours.

‘Ho paid 275 Roubles for travollmg in a.soft-scat cou &, 75
Roublos for travelling on an express train s 20 Roublos
for the slesper and 80 Roublos for oxcess. Iuggago. o pay 50 50X1-HUM
Roubles for depositing his luggage. A%, 191;.0 he got :mte the train, again
‘handing in-&ll his tickets, and to the tune of martml music the train left
at 2000 hours.

Tkn.s train was also Jmxuriously fitted’ out, With dining scmoe,
valet service, bath, ba.rber, laundry, library, howspapors, loudspedker & -
systom giving a travel commsntary: -on places.of interest on route, atc.:

The majority of passengers vere military personnel and their
_mmlms, going on or returning from Jeave, as,well as party officials.

“The train was wada up of 10 ‘carriages. (slecpers), of wh:.oh 2
wora 1uxu.ry coaches; . one: d;.n;ng*aa.r, a.na. 2 Iuggago vans. There woro
- 56 Hoats per carriags.

' /The “train ...
SECRET
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The train covered 1,000 Kmn in 24 hours. The first 112 Kums out
of MOSCOW wore eloctrified. Approx -every 500 Km the locomotive was changed.
Halts wore only made at main stations, usually for only 10 mimites, unloss
tho locomotive was changed; which meant a 45 minute stop. Locomotives were
changed at the followirg stations:-

ALEKSANDROVSK. (change of locoimotive from
alectric to stoam)

YARCSLAVL.

BJY

KIRCV

MJLCTOV

SVEFDLOVSK

TYUNEN

oMSK.

NOVOSIBIRSK

KRASNOYARSK

NIZENE UDINSK

CHEHEMKHOVO

IRKITSK . I

SLYUDYANKA

ULAN-UDE

CHITA (on cast - wost rung: train receives

two ‘locomotives)

SKOVORDINO . ‘ '

KUYBISHEVKA VOSTOCHNAYA

BIROBIDZHAN

KHABAROVSK

GUBEROVO

There ave 3 types of Trans-Siberdian train in operation:-

One consisting of 10 sleeper-ocarriages;: 2 of which ars super
luxury slocpers. They complete the Journey MOSCOW - ’
VLADIVOSTOK in 9 dsys. The fare is 1,025 Roubles and 275
Roubles for the sleeper. .The fere for the luxury coach is
1,500 Roublas.

The second type is made up of 10 carriages; of. which 2-are
Jwaury sleepors, 2 ordinary sloepors and the resg upholstofed
carriages. The journey on these trains takes 10 days. TFares
for the lusury coach = 1,400 Roubles. ' Ordinary fare - 950
Roublos and. 120 Roubles for the sleever. These trains are
usually used for shortor journeys.

The third has 10 carriages of upholstered compartments
(polumyagkiye). The compartments seat 12 people. For
20 Roubles. s mattress and blanket is provided, while for
shorter journsys tho charge is 10 Roubles. These trains
‘make the journey in 12 days and arc mostly used by
soldiers, or for shorter jourhoys. The fare from MOSCOW
‘to VLADIVOSTOK is 750 Roubles on these trains.

| the journey to VLADIVOSTOK'from MOSCOV 50X1-HUM
costs 2,500 Roubles, as avout 100 Roubles. por.dsy is apont .on flocd ‘and
arink.

Every convenienoce and comfori is provided such as baths, showers,
lauridyy, barber, valst sorvice, library and msic. The varriages ave well
sprung and there is hardly any noise, There is a table in overy aedtmpartmont,
ventilators and sufficient lockers to lock ovorything up.

/indows ...
SECRET
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. Windows can only bg- opened on the corridor side. The doors 50X1-HUM
cannot be locked but must remain ajar for at least 10 om., This
Qis to prevent any immorality. Even. married couples are forbidden
by the train rulés to cohabit, and the fine-for doing so is 150 Roubles. S50X1-HUM

In 1950 S-was able to buy a guide book for the entire 50X1-HUM
Journcy at the station in MOSCOW. Nonc of these were available in 1951.
Although one copy was available on the train, ono was not allowed to keap
it for any length of timo, nor to copy out any station or information
concerning the route and landscape.

The hvatorlcs were a constant source of discord. There were
many women who had not seen a toilet before and did not know how to
mam.pulato it. In consequence the lavatory was always very dirty -
Informant desaribed it as "like a pigsty" - aPtet women hag, used it,
But many families, especially with small children; also did tholr utmost
to make the use of the lavatories most repulsive to any subsequent usar.

Mgals in the dining-car were expensive and the majority of the
passengers planned their meals to coincide with a longer stop at one of
tho largor stations, where a chosper hot méal (10 Roubles) was provided
by the station restaurant. Plenty of foodstuffs werc also offered by
local hawkers and peasants at all smaller stations.

The train staff was efficiont and ‘helpful. They comploted a
journey to VLADIVOSTOK and back a.nd then had 20 days rest.

In 1950 the train staff s*l::.ll tolerated the swarms of children
and cripples who invaded the coaches at most stations in order to beg,
“out all that had changed in 4951 when nohé wers seen.

The first check of documents by MGB iroops took.placo before
reaclung CHITA, though MGB troops were aboard the train throughout the
journey, watohing the passengers.

Most of the train journey is spont rea.d:mg or playing cards
or chess.- ‘ '

4.  Return journoy

Not much differocnce was exporlenCeo. on the return journsy.
Fellow passengers from MOSCOW were mostly milltary personnel -returning
from leave| 50X1-HUM

On arrival in BREST the same procedurc is adopted as on the
outward Journey. All documents aro :surrendered, the.second part ahd
photograph of the rarmit to cross the USSR f;contler is kept back, and
all travellers pass through the customs shed, .where ‘all books, lettars
and papers are confiscated.

Once on the train, one is not allowed to leave it until arrival
in Germany. While on the train, all documents arc once’ more checked and
stamped by Polish officials, and at 1600 hours.the journey é&nd in 50X1-HUM
POTSDAM,

SECRET
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E‘uropaan Russia imprassed wvery little. a
great deal moré progress must be made {o rebuild the war-damaged tovms;

a beginning has only been made with the rebuilding of the railway stations

such-ag MINSK and SMOLENSK.

thio ‘smart inhabitants of MOSCOW took edvantage of the' simple-minded
provingial. Although the "Muscovite! is regsarded as a priviléged member
of socdety, |
mich is just facade and the mén in the street Is not much better
of f than the rest “of the-Soviet population. \ ‘

‘ What did impress howaver was the town of NOVOSIBERSK, urhich
is called.a. *seconi MOSCOW' (vtoraya MOSKVA). . It had the most impesing -
and oleanest ra:.lwav station, and it tdgk the traln 2 hours to travérse
‘the built=-up area of the town. Most of m streets had trees planted and
the fPactory areas sxtended as far as the i could: dee. At the same time
foh hew building was actively going on. estimatsd the
population of NOVOSIEIRSK to total at least 2,000,000.

SVERDLOVSK ‘and’ KRASNOYARSK ‘also made a favourable impression |
m to their cleanliness, size and activity, and also due no
ou faot thet the railway line passes.thrdugh a large area of

the town..

Also warth noting was the industrializetion of the -ares from
OMSK %o-lake BATKAL. . On both sides of the railwa.y line as far-as opa
could see are fdctories, working or being built. The train went at great
speed through these ereas.

. At KRASNOYARSK tho train conductor pointed out Qa
large syhthetlc pét¥ol plant, which had been removed from Germany and was

now in full production.

The most outstanding feature wes the
progress made between 1950 and 1951 on the huge hydro-elsctric project:
\ lon the river ANGARA south of IRKUTSK. The railway follows
the western river bark on the high-mountain xridge. Approx 7 L hour before
reeching IRKUTSK the river makes a slight sweop to the ea.ﬁ:,, Asaving a
plain betweon the mountein ridge and the river bank.:

In 1950 \three large parallel embenknohts
had been. bu:.lt in s plain. Tho soil for these was dug from a hill
close to tho river benk. At that time thousands of foreed labourers
were employed, but no signs of its future shape veore yet. visihls. -

In Bep 1951 part of the terrain between the thiee embankments
ras flooded and 3 huze pump-type excavators (Zemlesnharyady) were pumping
mi from the flooded area and throwing soil mixed with water against a
dam parallel to the railway embankment. To the north 3 huge concrete
walls had been erectod and were still being heightened. 2 giant =splf--
propelled excavators and "thousands" of smaller. excavators and trucks
were movinhg earth from the higher ground. A1l this work was performed
tharally by thousanis of foroed labourers guardod by MWD troops.

/The ...

SECRET
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The railway line from MOSCOW to VLADIVOSTOK is double-tracked
throughout, except botween the stations BUY - KIROV, whore it is single
track.

Prom OMSK to NOVOSIBIRSK another two tracks are being laid,
A1l along the railway tracks masscs of women aro working,

ro~-laying the tracks and changing the sleepers. He noticed that ths
sleepers from IRKUTSK. eastwards were newly laid.

tho whole lina  from MOSCOW to 50X1-HUM
VLADIVOSTOK is goihg to be electrified. Work-on this projoct was in
progress betwoon SVERDLOVSK erid OMSK. Botweon OMSK and NOVOSIBIRSK

3t was dlready dompleted. | | the lino from OMSK 50X1-HUM
to FETROPAVLOVSK is also oleodtrified, .and will be complotod as far as
KUYBYSHEV, | |all biranth lines to the factory 50X1-HUM

areas from NOVOSIBIRSK arc oleotrificd, and much work on Purther
elactrification is going on. -All this work is being carried out by
forced labour, as can be chagrved from.the passing trains.

The trans=Siberian Railway linc is well utilized, and at cach
station thers. were goods trains waiting.

It takes 8 hours to skirt lake BATKAL and even tho tunnels arec
doubla~tracked .

While waiting at MOSCOW railwey station to get|  |travol 50X1-HUM
documents,: obderved an eldorly Soviet Army Colonel approaching S50X1-HUM
ais group of officors, telling them that his wallat had boen stolen and
ask:mg them to help him out so that hu could get to his destination. A .
collection was mady | ‘ | Later on 50X1-HUM
in the day saw this Colonol telling tho sams story to anothor
group of officers and,. aftor having collected a considersblo sum, being
told by tho station m:l.liti.a to. go away again

Somg | | ‘who passod through MOSCOW in 50X1-HUM
Doeg/Jan 51 had seen this Colonel still playing his game. It was known
that he was always at. the station at the times when leave trains wero
dug, and also that he was working hand in hand with the reilway militia.

SECRET
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