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mation was summarized or extracted.

Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are
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tion mark and euclosed in parentheses were not clear in the
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context.
- Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an
item originate with the source. Times within items are as
given by source.

The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli-
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government.
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DRUG INQUIRY COMMISSION TOLD FEDERAL POLICE ILL TRAINED

Research Officer's Charge

Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 12 Nov 8l p 29

[Text]

SYDNEY: A private submission to the royal commission Into
drug trafficking alleged yesterday that the federal police were
producing ill-trained law-enforcement officers and that the force

did not attract people
¥

The allegation _ was
made b Mr Roger
Shand, of Canberra, who
is a senior research offi-
‘¢er  with
police.

He was appearing in a
private capacity. , .

“"He ” ‘formerly worked

with the Federal Narcot-
fcs Bureau and the Joint
Intelligence Organisa..

ton.
His 13-page submission
contal proposals for
the restructuring of the
federal police to try to
get a functional, modern
and flexible system.

"He wrote that through
no fault of one individual
or group of individuals
the federal ﬁollce were
rroduclng 1  trained
aw-cnforcement.. pfficers:

the federal - -

of high calibre. s

who were expected to
handle complicated is-
sues... without proper
career development. - y
TRAINING - |
Insult to injury was ad-
ded by giving the offl-
cers limited training—10
weeks of general police-
recruit training.

In his recommenda:
tions, Mr. Shand pro-
posed three new organi-
sations to carry out the
resent functions of the
ederal police.

He wrote that
were: -

® A protectlve-service
force ‘on the lines of the
U.S. Secret Service for
phrslcal and human sec-
urity purposes.

® The re- egtablishment

these

Vs il e W

of the Australian Capital
Territory police force.

® An investigative intel-.

ligence organisation.

Mr Shand wrote that
since 1974 there had been
nine royal commissions,
and one commission of

fnquiry into the adminis-

tration of the Australian
criminal justice. system
and news media- revela-
tions that indicated a big
criminal subculture.

Little had been done b
the law-enforcement .
ies in fighting this sub-
culture,

Therefore, * there was
something wrong with
the law-enforcement or-
ganisations.

The hearing will contin-
ue today.,

. v ke

Police Assoclation Agrees

Melbourne THE AGE in English 14 Nov 81 p 5

{Article by Matthew Stevens)

[Text]

The federal police

most incapable of operating

efficiently, accordi

Federal Police Officers Asso-

ciation.

force is al-

ng to the

*The whole concept of a Feder-
al police force should be reconsid-
ered. Unless the force is quickl
and extonsively restructed It will
never operate properly,” the as-

sociation's federal secretary, De-
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5320/9111

tective Senior Constable Pat Cur-’
tin, said in Sydney yesterday.

He said the Federal Police ot.
ficers Association had decided to
make a comment after evidence’
criticising the force had been glv-
en to the Royal Commission on
drug trafficking by a witness on
Wedriesday.

A senior research officer with
the Federal potice, Mr Roger
Shand, told the commission that
the force was a “retarded law en-
forcement instrument, producing
officers expected to handle com-
plicated issues without adequate
training”.

Mr Shand also criticised the
force’s administratlve structure,
training procedures and recruit-
ment base.

Mr Curtin sald the force was
riddled with problems, He said
morale had = reached “rock
bottom" and that training and
administrative procedures had
feft many men confused and
angry. .

“A Jot of potentlal recrults ars
being lost to us because of the
confusion arising out of the inter-

nal division of the rank and file

policemen,” he sald.

“We have two types of con-’

stables. They belong to either the
protective services or the general
services divisions, They are em-
ployed at different rates of pay

ana under different conditions of
employment — they even wear
different uniforms. it is a crazy,
unworkable situation.

*“The administration is a mess.
It Is in a chaotic state at the
moment and is only adding to the
divisiveness and confusion in the
ranks, It Is only the dedication of
the individual police officers
wpich keeps this force going at

de .

“The criticism of our training
procedures was also justified
There has ‘been no continuity of
training during the two years of
our existence. The approach has
been changed at least three times
with no consultation within the
force or with the association.

“Treining Is quite adequate for
producing the average policeman.
3ut when they move into more
somplex areas of crime, for ex-
ample computer crimes, all too
often our officers find themselves
out of their depth. Our training
procedures should be moving with
the times.”

Mr Curtin said the Federal Go-
vernment had been told many
times that the administration of
the fors was not operating
efficiently, but the association’s
call for changes had been Ig-
nored. . .. . B
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FEDERAL POLICE GUIDELINES STRESS COMBATING TRAFFICKING

Ccanberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 19 Nov 8l p 5

{Article by Ted Knez]

1 [Text]

CsO:

THE Federal Govern;nent has hit an obstacle in its plans
to combat crganised crime and drug trafficking with some:
States and tax officials opposed to widening the powers of the-
Federal Police. . .

Under government proposals recommended by the Willjams
royal commission, the Federal Police would have access to
income tax records of suspected crime figures or drug traffickers.

But the Minister for Administrative Services, Mr Newman,
disclosed yesterday that some States had objected. . .

Taxation officiais also had “reservations” about the sensitive’
question of opening up personal tax records. . ’

Mr Newman said he thought this power had a “very high
priority” and a special federal-State committee set up to examine
the royal commission recommendations would continue seeking
a solution to the Impasse. . i :

He released a set of guidelines for the Federal Police, designed
to give the commissioner, Sir Colin Woods, “cleay objectives” on
which to develop operations, measure performance and enhance
co-operative efforts both here and abroad,

One of the main features of  Federal Police which, in recent
the guidelines is the emphasis times. has been troubled with
on “commeon policing” or task  morale problems, a point con-
.force operatlons involving fed- sidered by Mr Newman in
eral and State police as well as  draftiing the guidelines.
experts in areas such as bank- Mr Newman sald judicial {n-
in,,computers or finance. . quliries and royal commissions

Mr Newman described this; had shown that organised.
as‘ “quite a brand new ap-’ crime and drug trafficking
proach to {fighting crime” were a “very serious problem”.
which would be bolstered by He sald: “It simply cannot be
an expanded International. overstressed just how serious
ln}tlelllg?gcselneéw]?rki\ a1 the problem is.

e sa r Coliin had intro-
ducledpn lslystez'rlll ol( pos'»iriﬁ Fed- G UIDELHVES
eral Police “llaison officers” “ e rae T
overseas,  particularly  in This series of guidelines wiil

; help the Federal Police to do
South-east Asla, to work with its rt in combating that
local police forces to channel b“’“ » 8 i
intelligence back to Australia. p;% ‘ﬁm' \delines:

Mr Newman sald  Naison of-  JJRt0° 8515 e had been
ficer was working with Inter- & HigR prior’ty
pol and the Governmen: given to ensuring the integrity
would scon SBNOUNCE & posb: and. honesty of the Federal
ing in the US. Follee was maintalned, €3pe-

Fhe Zuldelines are a major, Cislly Decsuse of e o -
step in the development of the "':”“ in some State police for

5320/9112
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® There would be a strongly
staffed internal investigation
division and full co-operation
with the ombudsman to en-
sure the integrity of the force
«ig maintained and is seen o
be maintained”.

® Task forces were “targeting
in on central figures im-
plicated in organised crime” in
operations taking up to two
yfsars and using civilian exper-
tise.

® These operations were
either “overt or covert” with
police in some Instances de-
tached from normal police or-
ganisations to operate in an
under-cover capacity.

@ The Federal Police were
permitted to tap telephones in
drug cases only after ‘“due
process” and reference to the
Attorney-General and Minis-
ter for Administrative 8ervi-

ces.

@ Top priority would be given
to combating drug trafficking,
criminal conspiracies and or-
ganised crime as well as pro-
tecting VIPs, providing
counter-terrorist police action
in the ACT and supporting
State police forces in their,
counter terrorist roles.

Asked why it was necessary
to spell out the need for main-
taining integrity and honesty,
Mr Newman sald: “Youhave a.
Jook around at some of the.
other police forces around the
country. L

“T don't want to get into the
act of criticising other State
police forces, obviously.

“But right now there is a se-
rious investigation into the
South  Australian  Police
Force.!
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DRUG DEALER'S CLAIMED ACCESS TO POLICE RECORDS DENIED

Melbourne THE AGE in English 13 Nov 8l p 5

{Article by Aileen Berry]

[Excerpts])

Cs0:

5320/9111

SYDNEY. — The former head
qf the Federal Nag y,tics Bureau
yesterday deniéd” claims by
members of the Mr Asia heroin
syndicate that’ drugs million-
aire Terrence John fark had a
tap on the bureau’s computer.

The syndicate members, Doug-
las and lsabel Wilson, made the
claims in June 1978. The former
bureau head, Thomas James Mul-
Jly, said that at that time the
bureau did not have direct access
to a computer.

The Bureau of Customs, to,
which the Narcotics Bureau be-,
longed, had only one computer
system, known as the Passenger
Automated Selection System. lie
said this was operat only by
Customs officers at Australla's in-
ternational alrports. .

In March 1979, he said, a sec-
ond system - the Information
Retrieval and Intelligence System
— was introduced,

“1 put to this lnqulr{ that any
claims that Clark may have made
to the Wilsons or any other of
his associates prior to June 1978

concerning his access to computer:

records could not possibly have
related to IRIS and could oan
have related to PASS, to whic
Narcotics Bureau members in
Syl%ney had no direct access,” he
sald.

Detective Chief Inspector Mul-
laly is now the officer in chargy
of the Federal police's divislonal
criminal  investigation branch,
which is based in Redfern, Syd-
né;'. At the beginning of June
1978 he was second-in-charge of
the bureau. On 16 June he took
command. '

He pngared a statement for the
Royal Commission In order to
deny allegations by the Wilsons
that either the head or the sec-
on in charge of the Narcotics
Bureau, who they had described
as “an embittered cynical old cop-,
per” was paid by Clark. -

""Mr Mullaly told the commis-

slon that he did not known Clark,
by that or any other name, ex-
cept through his reading of offi-
cial Narcotics Bureau documents.
He said he had never made con-
tact with Clark or the Wilsons.

“I have never had any person
;Fproach me or make an offer
{ payment to disclose informa-
tion relating o the Wilsons or
Clark-or any other.suspect within
the records kept by the then Nar:,
cotics Bureau,” he said.

“Never on an{ occasion have
I wld information from within
the Narcotlcs Bureau to any per-
gon. I have never on any occasion
received any money from any per-
son in respect of duties I perform-
ed within the bureau other than
my normal salary.” Co

. Challenge

Mr Mullaly also chailenged al-
legations by the assistant com-
mussioner of the Victoria Pulice,
Mr Rod Hall, of a conspiracy
among former members of the
Narcotics Bureau “to defeat the
course of justice specificaily in
relation to his prosecution of two
former Narcotics Bureau mem-
bers.”

Mr Hall headed a joint police
task force which invesigated the
allegations made by the Wilsons
and the jeaking of those allega-
tions to Terrence Clark.
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SEIZURE OF FINANCIAL PROCEEDS OF DRUG TRAFFIC WEIGHED

Melbourne THE AGE in English 14 Nov 81 g ¢

(Article by Aileen Berry]

[Text]

CSO:

5320/9111

SYDNEY. — The Royal Com-
mission on drug trafficking is
looking at the possibility of
legislation enabling the police
or the Government to seize the
financial proceeds of ilegal
drug traffic. .

A senlor New South Wales police
officer told the commission vesterday
that if such legislation were offered
he would "Frub the opportunity with
both hands”. . -

Mt Justice Domald Stewart said
that under the commaission’s
terms of reference, he was required
to Jook at the financial status of the
Terrence John Clark drug syndicate.

“The man Clark stood trial in
Lancaster in England and was oon-
victed of murder,* he said. “It has
been sald that he had accumulated
vast assets, Whether that is true or
not remains to be seen, but certainly
it has been said.

“One of the matters that I intend
to look at, pursusnt to the terms of
reference, I8 whether to recommend
some act of Parllament or some
means by which ill-gotten gains such
as are sald to have been gotten: by

Clark or his group can be traced and
confiscated.”

Mr Justice Stewart also asked the

&olica officer, Chief Superintendent

alph Dudley Masters, if there

would be any advantage in legisla-
tion which would require any police
officer or other Government em-
ployee in possession of a large sum
rof mone}/ reasonably s of be-
ing illicit
he or she get it.

He polnited out to Superintendent
Masters that he knew this was ste
ing on dmﬁerous ground on the
question of liberties, and sald: “But
it wouid be very handy, would it not,

policeman and you were able to have
a look at his bank account and if he
had a mansion at Vaucluse and drove
a Rofls-Royce . . . for him to have
ta say where he got It from?’

Superintendent Masters, who s
the officer In charge of the police
internal affairs branch, replied: “As 3
professional policeman I would have
to say 1 would the opportunity
with both ha As an ordinary
member of the community, T think I
might vote against that on & reler-
endum question.”
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HEROIN MORE AVAILABLE IN SYDNEY, STRENGTH GREATER

Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 14 Nov 8% p 5

(Article by Jenny Cooke]

[Excerpts]

CsO:

5320/9111

" Heoin™ liad " beCome more:
readlly - available - in’ Sydney
and the' Government Analyst
last week -estimated the street:
Strength, of the drug, .was
greater, now than in . recent’
vears, the joint Federal-State
Royal Commission into Drug
Trafficking” was -told’ yester-+
day. - -

The analjst estimated the strest
strength of the drug was as high as
20 per rent purity against 10 10 12
per cert in recent years, the com -
mission was Wld. « - ¢y
~ Detective Sergeant James Willis,
of the NSW drugs. squad, ;present-
ed a atement detailing satistics:
oncherpin: charges in the_past five
years, He said the statistics
appeared to show that 1978 was a
‘Bumpér year for heroin  users or
suppliers in NSW. - . .V

*Alfhough this coincided with the
hey day of the Mr Asia drug
wndicate’s operatipns in Australia

~Jer- Tertence Johp_ Clark, who.

+~ gentenced - to life imprisonment
. England earlier this year, Ser-
ean. Willis sald he did pat know
& gis appatent dectine ‘ln _heroin-
related’. offences _since ¥1978. was
due. to' the demise of the Clark
syndjcate. RN

“Jupt~Trom conversations I"have
had of Iate years and, rectnlly with

th’éf?GSvExiu’:'é.nt "Analyst, 'héroin’
normally ran-at @ street’strength of |

about?10, 11, 12 per cent, apd as
recently as 1
inform: by ' the Gévernment

Analgifithat, the street Jevel of he- ¢
roin wad 13 to 20 per cent which: .

would indicate to me that there is
more heroin available now than.
there has been in past years, Ser-:
geant Willis told the commission. ~ |
Sergeant Willis  said  figures,
showed the current heroin prices-ig,
Sydney -were $§122 for a street:
oram, $300 to $400 for a- weight.
@.m and $1,700 to $3,000 for a
10 zram bag~ e e
“’he heroin is marketed ‘in sitver
paper foil flor the street trade and
in.small plastic bags in the 10~
gram quantities, he said. A

anf 'othesru evldengc yesteidayL
ief intendent
Masters, off‘cer-ln-chnrgc of I'trgleli
NSW  police internal  affairs
branch, presented a document set-:
ting_out_evidence of police officers.
under investigation. for drug-re~
lated activities -in the past five
years. . ot - e,
The document was tendered as
confidential as it identified the 20
licemen concerned and in -some
instances court procedings were ine
complete. oo )
The Royal Commission resumes
on Monda¥e, .. = - ¢

]
2
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R | JOINT TAS.. FORCE TO FIGHT NORTH QUEENSLAND DRUG TRADE

Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 21 Nov 81 p 4

, (Text] SATELLITES, lroquois helicopters and patrols along Queensland shipping

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09:

lanes will be employed by a joint Commonwealth-State task force in an
attempt to stop illicit drug traders ih north Queensiand.

The establishment of a joint
anti-drug task force by the
Queensland and Federal Govern-
ments was agreed to yesterday at
the Australian police minlasters’
conference in Hobar.

The Queensland Poilice Min-
Ister, Mr Hinze, to!.! the confer-
ence the cultivatioa and importa-
tion of illegal drugs in north
Queensland had reached "alarm-
ing proportions.”

“The Jjoint resources of the
State and Commonwealth police
forces will enable some of the lat-

est technological equipment to be .

used in the detection of lllegal

drug crops,” Mr Hinze sald out-

side the conference.

5320/9112

“The kid gloves came off long

ago and things are going to get a

lot tougher for anyone involved
in illegal drug trafficking in
north Queensiand.”

Mr Hinze said joint operations

i already undertaken by the two

police forces in recent weeks had
resulted in & significant number
of arrests on drug-related
charges. .

In a joint statement, Mr Hinze
and the federal Administrative
Bervices Minister. Mr Newman,
said instructlons had been lssued

and the task force would be oper-

ational soon.
The ministers said & Joint task
force was the: best method of

CIA-RDP82-00850R000500030029-2

tackling the northern drug prob-
lem. “Significant results” had
been achieved by similar forces in
other states.

Mr Hinze sald Commonwealth
surveillance equipment including.
Iroquois helicopters, patrol boats
and the latest technological
equipment would be avallable to.
the task force. "

Controls over north Queensland
shipping lanes would be tight-
sned, the lanes being possibly one
of the state's major drop-off
points for illlclt drugs. )

Satellites would be employed to
detect illegal crops of marthuans
in northern areas.
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FORMER PRIME MINISTER GORTON BACKS REFORM OF DRUGS LAW

Sydney

[Text]

Cs0:

CANBERRA. — The. per-
sonal use and sion of
marihuana should .aot be a
criminal offence and heroin’
should be available legally to
addicts, a former Prime Minis-
ter, Sir John Gorton, said yes-
terday.

Sir John said he favoured the in-
trod action in Austalia of a pro-:
gram to cope with the heroin pro-
blem similar. to that which existed
in Britain .where the drug was
legally dispensed to registered ad-

‘diets.. -+ - "

"In line with his belief, he has
agreed to be the patron of a group
called NORML — The National
Organisation for the Reform of
Maribuana Laws.

“It seems to me’ that you' just

oftm

MARIJUANA

“1 fully support the
removal of ALL
criminal penalties against the
personal use and pos

arijuana

The RL. Hon. Sir John Gorton,
Ofticial Pa tron, Norm/ (Aust.)

THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 16 Nov 81 p 3

cannot wipe out the problem with
the. present methods — there is too

much money in the business here’

and overseas,” he said.

“If addicts were registered and
had access to the legally dispensed
drug it would take out the profit
from the trade and cut out the
criminal involvement.”

Sir Jobn said the de-criminal-
isation of marihuana seemed to be
a thoroughly sensible thing to do.

Sir John said that while nobody
should use marihuana the  drug
did not seem..lo be addictive and
its effect was similar to an over-
dose of alcohol.

“Why then make its use a
criminal offence.”” he said.

“By getting police to go and find
the stuff and then take it out of
circulation an agrument can be
made that the resulting shortage
only pushes people to use harder
and more dangerous drugs.”

KCMG,CH.

-

Sir John Gorton's cndorsement on the Norml advertisement,
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AUSTRALIA

BRIEFS

SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S BIGGEST DRUG HAUL--Marijuana with a potential street value of at
least $30 million was seized early yesterday from a farming property south of Ade-
laide in what is believed to be South Australia's biggest drug haul. Drug Squad
detectives swooped on the property near Tooperang about 60km from Adelaide at dawn
B and discovered at least 80,000.immature plants growing for lkm along a river bed.
Senior police last night declared the plantation the most elaborate and profession-
ql yet uncovered in South Australia. Extensive earthworks had been carried out on
the bed and banks by a bulldozer and the crop was watered by an intricate pressure
- feed irrigation system using water from a dam. Detectives said ths plantation
- would have been almost impossible to spot from the air because of the winding
course and thick cover from river gums. Pipes leading from the dam had been camou-
B flaged until they reached a secondary pumping point where petrol engined pumps were
used to feed high pressure sprinklers. The immature plants, many in bunches of
more than five, were estimated by botanists to be about one month old, and detec-
tives said the growers would soon have had to cull the plants. No arrests had been
made last night. [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 26 Nov 81 p 3]

CsO: 5320/9113
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BRIEFS

POPPY PLANTATIONS DESTROYED--Police personnel under operation "The Bloom of Hell
Phase II," together with about 200 villagers destroyed 27.65 acres of i1llicit
poppy plantations in Hopang Township between 16 and 19 January. [BK050200
Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 31 Jan 82 BK]

OPIUM, HEROIN SEIZURE--On 14 January, a narcotic suppression squad arrested Aik
Swe, age 26, of Man Waing Village, Namsan Township, on a Lashio-Mandalay train
along with 346.3 grams of heroin hidden in a milk can and a glucose bottle and
3.80 viss [1 viss equals 3.6 pounds] of black opium. The seized heroin and
opium were found in a shoulder bag carried by Aik Swe. Two plastic bags stamped
with a single lion and double lions brands for wrapping heroin were also seized
from Aik Swe. Charges have been filed against him by the police under Sections
6.B, 7.B and 10.B of the narcotic drugs law. [BK050200 Rangoon MYANMA ALIN in
Burmese 27 Jan 82 p 4 8K]

€S0: 5300/5628
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HONG KONG

ALLEGED MAJOR FIGURE IN HUGE DRUG SYNDICATE CONVICTED

Opening of Trial

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 6 Jan 82 pp 1, 24

[Article by Winsome Lane:

[Text]

Chen
(53), who is alleged

to have been one of

three major figures
controlling a mas-
sive drugs syndicate
that was smashed by
police in 1978, went

on trial in the High .

Court yesterdai on
drug trafficking
charges.

Cheng was said by
Crown counsel to have
been the close associate
of the Ma brothers, Ma

Sik-yu and Ma Sik-

chun.

ous drugs and to traffic in
¢« dangerous drugs between

. January 1967 and January

1969.

Cheng was arrested re-
cently when a plane on which
he was travelling from Thair
land to Taiwan stopped in
Hongkong for refuelling.

Officors of the Narcotics

Bureau had been tipped off
that Cheng would be on
board.

When police investigations
tizhtened on the syndicate in
1878, Ma Sik-yu went to Tai-
wan before a warrant was

Ah-kai '

Cheng is charged with :
conspiracy to deal in danger-

ber 25, he jumped bail and.
went to Taiwan. )

Nine men were charged,
including Cheng_Ah-kai, but
only four nctuull!y went on:
trial. The other five had ab-’
sconded. : .

Three men woxe dsten con-
victed, "but their convictions:
were quashed on appeal-1}
months later. R

Crown counsel Frederik
Whitehouse told Mr Justice
Hooper and-a jury yesterday
that it was the Crown's case
that Cheng was, during the
period named in the charges,
a member of the Ma brothers
organisation.

According to the Crown,
Cheng became involved in the
syndicate in 1967.

“It is alleged he was a first
lieutenant to Ma Sik-yu™
said counsel. ‘

“It is not alleged he was
the brains behind the organi-
sation but’was the man who
would arrange shipments ‘of
raw opium into Hongkong via’
Macau and when things went
wrong, he helrd to put them
right," counsel said.

The Crown would say that
Cheng was in the continuous
employment of the Ma syndi-
cate between 1967 and 1971.

The syndicate imported
raw opium which was grown
in the Golden Triangle and
was brought here through
Bangkok.

A trarsfer was made in

"Drugs Case Fugitive Arrested"]

vessels In waters outside
Hongkong. ,

The quantity of drugs was
exu'eme?y large, said counsel,
and in_the case of two police
seizures of the drug, each
consignment was 3 lorry-load
wci*hing at least 1% tons.

The money involved was
lit{lply enormous,” said coun-
se :

Following ugon informa-
tion received by police in
1976, a large operation was
begun bz the Narcotics Bu-
reau with a view to breaking
the Ma syndicate. ,

1t resulted. in 1978 im the
arrest of nine defendants, in-
cluding Cheng. '

Some of the men arrested
at that time would be called
as prosecution witnesses, said
counsel.

The evidence would be
concerned only with those ac-
tivities of the syndicate in
which there was evidence that
Cheng took a direct part.

Mr Whitehouse then gave
details of shipmenss of raw
opium brought into Hong-
kong by Macau fishing ves-
sels which resulted in seizures
by police from fishing vessels
in Aberdeen in early 1968
and at the Yaumsii iyphoa
shelter in mid-1969. .

He said that 35 sacks of
the opium which had been
hidden in the oil tank of a’
junk were hijacked by a rival
syndicate from Aberdeen.

; i international waters to fishin But they were subsequent-

mu:g’fg;;\‘xg;trb’e:: Sik-chun, vessels from Macau whic ly recovered by the Ma syndi-

then the proprictor of the brought the opium into Hong: cate. ) .

Oriental Daily News,. was k°“_’~ . ) Evidence would be given
he syndicate was involv-

charged with two drug traf-
ficking offences.

Shortly before his trial
was due to begin on Septem-

od in the importation of regu-
lar shipments on Thai trawl-
ers which transferred their
illicis cargo to Macau fishing

11
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that Che:l was seen Wwith
both the Ma brothers and to
be carrying out their orders
and acting on their behalf.

The trial continues today.
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Drug Pickups Described

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 7 Jan 82 pp 1, 12

[Text]

. An elderly ficheiman idcn-’i,
tified the defendant ina drug
trafficking trial in the Highl
Court_yesterday as “Bald-;
headed Cheng," onc of the,
bosses of an opium smggling}

syndicate. - -

Cheng Ah-kai- (fS) is on
wia! for conspiracy to deal in
dangsrous drugs and to traf-
fic in dangerous drugs.

He is slleged by the
Crown t0 have been an as-
sociate of the Ma brothers —
Ma Sik-yu and Ma Sik-chun
— in a massive dm% di-

by-

cate that was smas
police in 1978.

The fisherman,r Chan
Han-hin, said he arranged
fishing junks to take ship-
ments of raw opium [rom
Thai trawlers in international
waters, then delivered them
to Kowloon and Aberdeen.

He said he had been given
immunity from prosecution
by the Attorney-General on
condition he gave full and
true evidence.

Chan said that in early
1667, when he was working
as a fisherman between
Hongkong and Macau, he
met a man called Pang Lap. .

Pang asked-him to arrange
for & fishing junk to pick up
certain cargo from a Thai,
trawler south of Man Chau. :

He would be paid $700 for
each piece of the cargo.

Later, he said, he received.

instructions that he must set
sail on the 12th Lunar month.
. Accordinxhto these in-
structione, he then met a Thai
man in Macau. He was intro-
duced 0 um by Pang.

... Chian said he took his junk

out to sea for this meeting.

About 30 sea miles south .

of Man Chau, he met a Thai

" trawler and 100k on board ?2

pieces of cargo. :
He then returned to Kow-
. loon Bay, Chan said.

He said he had previously
met a man to whom he must
deliver the ;zods.

He said he had. torn s
banknote in half and given
one half to this man, named

Leung Chung. .
W&len he reached Kow-

loon Bay, he met this man
again and they compared the

12

two pieces’ of the banknote '

. which matched.

Chan said he then trans-
ferred the goods to Leung
Chung’s boat.

Chan said he was paid
$700 for 2ach of the picces he
had delivered.

A year or so after this, he
said, he was asked to arrange °
another boat to pick up
another ca{go.

About this time he visited
Pang Lap’s hore. Other men
he had already met were
present as well as two strang-

ers. .

Chan said he was told thai
one was named Pui and the
other wus Cheng Ah-kai, and
he was told that these were
the two bosses of the syndi-
cate. .

These two men took part
in discussions about collecting
another consignment of
goods, Chansaid. .

~ He said. he_subsequently
met another Thai trawler
south of Man Chau.

He knew the vessel be-
cause of a prearranged signal

" — the captain was wearing 2

yelloweap. . .
Chan said he took another .
consignment’ of . goods from
this vesse!l and it back to
Aberdeen.
_The goods were 40 bags of

pium. ,

After unloading they were
transferred to cardboard
boxes to look more innocent
when loaded on to a lorry, he

said,

Chan said that later the
car he was travelling in with
two other men was stopped by
:l:ie police and he was arrest-

He was told that the police
had seized the lorry and its
contents.

On being questioned by
Crown counsel, Chan said
that at an identification pa-
rade in a police swation he
identified Cheng Ah-kai as
one of the bosses of the syndi-
cate' called *‘bald-headed
Cheng."

Crown counsel Frederik
Whitehouse prosecutes.

Mr Anthony Sedgwick de-
fends.

The hearing continu
today. A .
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Opium Cargo Disappears

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 8 Jan 82 p 17

[Text]

Chau-yun (62), was

* Afisherman told the}

High Court yesterday that”

' Ma Sik-yu, alleged boss of

a drug syndicate, held his
son captive and threatened .
his life because a cargo of

raw opium had disappear-

ed from a fishing junk.

The fisherman, Leung’
. éiving
‘evidence at the trial of Cheng
Ah-kai (33) for conspiracy to
traffic in drugs and to dealin -

dm&.

ung told Mr Justice
Hooper and a jury thati
Cheng introduced him to the
Ma brothers and gave him'’
instructions to pick up a load -

. of raw opium.

Leung said he met a man ;
called Pang Lap some time in }
1967. o
The fishing business was -

at that time and Pang

introduced him to another .

man called Chan Man-hing
who suggested he pick up -
some sacks of drugs st $700a

sack.
. Leung said he was based

~Tn Aberdeen at the time.

One ddy towards the end
of the Lunar Yexr, he berth-!
ed his boat in Macau and
around midnight, three ‘men
arrived in a sampan and
moored alongside his vessel.

They had about 20 sacks
of opium on the sampan and
these were then loaded on to -
his boat.

Leung szid he sailed back
to Hongkong with the load on
the following day and was
given $2,000. -

He then berthed his vessel
in Kowloon Bay.

In Pang's house in Macau
he was introduced to two of
the bosses of the syndicate, :
and he was told they were
called Ah Cheng and Ah Pui.

Later Ah Cheng intro-
duced him to a man called
Ma Sik-yu and he was told he
was the g:u

This introduction took
place at the Lung Fung

13

apartment house, he said.

He said Ah Cheng told
him to wait there and while
he was waiting, introduced

him to Ma Sik-yu.

Leun* saiG he later ar-
ranged for another fishin
vessel to pick up a cargo of
drugs from a Thai boat south
of Man Chau. .

Later it was discovere@
that the cargo of opium was
missing from his boat and Ah
Cheng took him to sec Ma
Sik-yu in the Shamrock Hotel
in Kowloon, he said. .

He said that after takin
him into Ma's room, A
Cheng waited outside, peer-
ing in from time to time.

Leung said Ma was not
very pleasant and said words
to the effect that he (Leung)
was in trouble because the
goods had disappeared.

Ma showed a bad temper
and told him that he was
holding his son, Leung Kam-
hei, who would be detained if
he did rot locate the consign-
ment, Leung said.

He said Ma also said if the
0ods were not recovered, he
Leung) would have to take

his own’life by jumping from
a height.

Leung said he told Ma he |
had nothing to do with it, but
Ma would not believe him.

He was in the room with
Ma for two hours and at one
point Ma's younger brother
came in, he said.

At another time two peo-
ple, who were said to be the
owners of the goods, arrived.

They were both Thai men.

Leung said the goods were
later found and alter a time
he was asked to arrange 8
fishing vessel to pick up
another consignment, .

He said Ah Cheng was in
touch with him about this and
gave him instructions.

The trial continues today.

Crown counsel Frederik
Whitehouse prosecutes.

Mt Anthony Sedgwick de-
fends.
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More Pickups Related

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 12 Jan 82 p 14

[Text]

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 19 Jan 82

(Text]

. A witness told the High
Court res:erdny that he pick-
¢d up loads of raw opium for
a drug syndicate and brought
themto Hon&cong.

Leung Wing-ming was
testifying at the trial of

Cheng Ah-kai ($3) on,

charges of conspiracy to traf-
fic in.drugs and to deal in

drugs.
fcung told Mr Justice

Hooper -and a ilurg' that to-
wards the end of 1967 he was
iven instructions to pick uE 2
oad of opium from a Thai
boat from 20 to 30 km south
of Man Chau Island.

He said he was given the
instructions in an apartment
house in Macau.

There were several men
there at the time, including
Cheng.

On this occasion he failed
to J’iCk up any goods
and when he got back to
Macau he saw Cheng again.

He was told the goods had

been picked up by someone
else, but they would be trans-

ferred 10 his boat to:be taken-

back to Hongkong,. -\

Leung said he was given

several thousand dollars out
of which he had to pay $1,500

o fokis to help him.

. The .goodi were then
transferred to his vessel and
he sailed back to Hongkong.

* The opium was in 40 sacks

which he concealed in the oil

tanks of his boat.
Thirty-six of the sacks
were put in one tank and four
in the other, he said.
Later he learned from his
fokis all the sacks had disar
ared from one. oil tank,
eaving four in the other.

Prosecutor's Summation

The Ma brothers or-
ganisation brought buge
quantities of opium into
Hongkong and traded in
drugs on an enormous
scale, Crown counsel
Frederik Whitchouse told
the High Court yesterday.

Giving his final address to
the {u‘ry in the trial of Cheng
Ah-kai (53), alleged to be the
No 3 man in the Ma brothers’
organisation, Mr Whitehouse
said this massive syndicate
existed under the noses of the
police and with the knowl-
edge of certain policemen.

He added that this was in

.the late 1960s and early’

1970s.
Hopefully, it could not
hapgen today, he said. .
heng is on trial for con-
spiracy to traffic in drugs and
to deal in drugs. :
Mr Whitehouse said the
Crown alleged that during

the period of the conspiracy,
Cheng was 8 member of the
Ma organisation.

“You may feel certain
that a huge conspiracy to im-
port drugs headed by Ma Sik-

did exist,” counsel told the
jury, “and the quantity that
was involved was enarmous.”

* Bvidence had been given
in court of five shipments of

raw oplum, ¢ach of which was’

' lorryload, being brought in
by the Ma organisation.

And the court had heard:
only part of the story because
the prosecution had concen-
trated on evidence which con-
nected Cheng directly with
the drug shipments, Mr
Whitchouse said.

He said it had been proved
that Cheng was one of the
men who Ma relied upon to:
do his dirty work.

Chmi. was not an old fish-
erman who got the ratten job
of picklng up the drugs with-
all the inherent dangers — be

1L
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at sea |

Leung said he reported
what had happened to other
members of the syndicate,
and then took his boat to
Aberdeen.

When he went back to his
boat he found that the four
remaining sacks had been
deposited in ‘the seabed just
underneath where his boat
was moored, he said, .

He said a few days later
he was told the boss was

investigating the matter.

He was interviewed by the
boss, a man surnamed Ma, at
the home of another member
of the syndicate, he said.

Leung said he told him he
knew nothing of the missing
sacks. :

The trizl continues today.

Crown counsel Frederik
Whitehouse prosecutes.

Mr Anthony Sedgwick de-
fends. .

p 14

was a top man attached to
headquarters.

He was a very useful man, -
a man of many -parts, Mr '
Whitchoyse said. :

He arranged boats from
Macau to Honﬁkong 10 pick
up the opium when a consign-
ment was due to arrive. And
when the goods were missing
he took an active part in the
inquiry which followed, he
added. .

Counsel went on to say
that Cheng's role in the or- .
ganisation was an important
one and he was important to
both Mas. ]

Mr Whitehouse said the
bosses were much too clever
10 get involved in the dirty
work; other people of the type
of Cheng were employed to
do this.

A massive organisation
such as the Mas were running
could not have operated un-
less people like Cheng existed
to assist.the bosses, he said.
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Counsel admitted it was a
very old case and that wit-
nesses had been asked to de-
scribe events in the late 1960s
and early 1970s.

. “It is not the fault of the
Crown that the Mas and ali
their cohorts are not sitting in
the dock on trial today,” said
counsel. .

He said the Crown had to
rely on the evidence of “ras-
cals and villains™ and this was
necessary because drug syndi-
cates were by their nature
secret organisations.

They had heard a story of/

.

double-dealing aind deceit and
might rightly come to the
conclusion that most of the
witnesses were not honest
men.

They might, however, be
telling the truth, he said.

_They might be rascals, but
this did not mean they were
liars, said counsel.

He said it was difficult to
see what they had to gain by
Pingt if they had wished to~
rame Cheng, they could have
{nade up much more convinc-
ing stories.
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Jury Finding of Guilty

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 19 Jan 82 p 14

[Text]

* Cheng Ah-kai (53), a
former cook alleged to
have been one of the lead-
ing members of a massive
drugs syndicate smashed
by the police in 1977, was
{lestcrday convicted by 2

igh Court jury of con-
:‘piracy to traffic and to

eal in dangerous drugs.

He will be seatenced by
Mr Justice Hooper oa Friday.

Cheng, who is alleged to
have been the first lieutenant
of the notorious Ma brothers,
was found guilty by a unani-
mous. vote of the jury after
just over two hours’ delibera-
tion. .

He was defended by Mr
Anthony Sedgwick.

Nine men were arrested
when the opium smuggling
syndicate was smashed.

The leaders were alleged
to be the brothers, Ma Sik-yu
and Ma Sik-chun. ‘

During his trial Cheng
was said by the Crown to

CS0: 5320/911kL
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have-been the No 3 man in .

the organisation.
Cheng jumped bail in Jul
1978 md' wenlplfThliland. Y
He was arrested offi-
cers of the Narcotics Bureau
last month when a plane on

which he was travelling from
Thailand to Taiwan touched
down for refuelling in Hong-
kong. .

The Narcotics Bureau had
been tipped off that he was on
board

Ma Sik-yu, named by
lice as “Mr Big" in the %:

nisation and a multi-mil-
iongire, left Hongkong for
Taiwan in February 1977 as
police closed- in on the syndi-
cate. -

His younger brother, Ma.
Sik-chun, alleged to be sec-
ond in command and their
nephew, Ma Woon-yin, were
arrested and charged with
trafficking in drugs, but were
granted bail.

Thc¥ left Hongkong to-
gether for Taiwan just one
week before their trial was
due o begin in the High
Court in September 1978.

During Cheng's trial,
Crown counsgl Frederik
Whitchouse said the Ma
brothers’ syndicate had for a

.number of years been smug-

gling enormous amounts of

16

raw opium into Hongkong.
He said - that shipments
scized by the police consisted
of several tons of opium that
could be measured by the

lorry load.

Q"goliee belicved that these
massive quantities had been
brought in at frequent inter-
vals by Thai trawlers.

. The Crown alleged that
Cheng was the man responsi-
ble for organising Hongkqn&
and Macau fishermen to pic
up the shipments of drugs
from the trawlers in their
fishing junks. .

In his summing up to the
jury yesterday, Mr Justice
Hooper pointed out inconsist-
encies and contradictions in
the evidence of prosecution
witnesses.

He drew their attention to
the fact that a police witness
bad testified that Cheng,
when arrested, had very little
money and was living in mod-
est circumstances.

“A first lieutenant in such
an organisation might be ex-

to be a wealthy man,”
said the judge. i

All the events described b{
witnesses for the Crown tool
place in the late 1960s and
carly 1970s. .

heng chose not to give
evidence in his own behalf.
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HONG KONG

NARCOTICS CHIEF: SEIZE ASSETS OF CONVICTED TRAFFICKERS

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 6 Jan 82 p 9

[Article by Christopher Wood]

[Text]

The assets of convicted
drug traffickers and their
relatives should be seized,
the Commisstoner for
Narcotics, Mr Peter Lee,
said yesterday, repeating a
call for a change in the law
he first made some five
vears ago.

He said he will be seeing a
member of the Government's
legal branch in the ngxt few
days to pursue the issue of
sequestration of assets, par-
ticularly the. problems that
have prevented any action
beir& taken so far.

ost people, said Mr Lee,
do not apﬁrcciate the “‘enor-
mity"” of thie profits ;ained in
this “stinking trade.’

To deter the traffickers it
is necessary to go beyond the
present custodial deterrent.

The very foundation of the
business, the enormous sums
being reaped, has to be at-
tacked, he said.

Talking after holding a
press conference on the latest
statistics on drug abusc in
Hongkong, Mr Lec said the-
question of asset seizure was
now becoming an internation-
al issue.

The main obstacle was the
practical one of enforcement.

Even under present law, -

he said. if the prosecution
wants a heavy finc imposed it
has to prove a convicted
trafficker has sufficient
means o pay.

«  And this is often extreme-’
ly difficult.

Dnli money can be laun-
dered t

rough various legiti-*

mate investment vehicles and
also through relatives, mak-
ing it necessary to include
them in 2ny scheme of asset
seizurg. .

Consequently, only one
convicted drug -runner has
ever received a heavy fine in
Hongkong, Mr Lee said, al-
though the maximum penalty
for ru% trafficking is a $3
million fine and life imprison-
ment.

One country that has
made progress’ on the ques-
tion of tracing drug laundered
money is the United States. .

There the authorities are
helped by more regulatory
legislation, for example banks
have to report any transaction
of more than US$10,000
about HKS$55,000) to the
Government.

Although commenting

“hai such a measure wouid be
a “non-starter” here, Mr Lee
remains convinced action can
:‘t{nl b; tak'en compatihle with
Hongkong's open economy.
:a’é sa‘id: **1 have gcen
trying for several years 10
secure an amendment to the
law which would sequestrate
assets without much progress.
] am still pushing.”
But despite the continuing
roblems faced by the author-
lties in tracking down the ill-
gotten gains of large § ndi-
cates, Mr Lee was able to
report some encouraging

progress in Hongkong's own~

drug problem
He. based his figures on
the findings of the eighth re-
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on the Narcotics Divi-
sion's Central Registry of
Drug Abuse, a computerised
system which receives and
analyses  data supplied by
some 40 Government and
voluntary agencies, including

.the police and welfare organi-

sations.

Covering a five-year peri-
od, from September 1976 to
June last year, the report esti-
mates Hongkong's total num-
ber of addicts at around
40,000.

They sre overwhelmingly
male (94 per cent) and 62 per
cent are aged over 30.

This is the result of a
continuing downward trend in

.the nymber of newly register-

ed addicts, from 13,000 in
1977 to 2,800 in 1980.

Mr Lec was particularly
encouraged by the sinall
number of addicts falling into
the under 20 age group; fewer
than five per cent with a
minute 0.2 per cent under the
ageof 15.

The report said: “While
the problem of teenage drug
addiciton is said to be mush-
rooming in many developed
and developing countries, our
extremely small proportion of
young drug addicts points to
the fact that Hongkong is not
follewing this trend.”

Another hopeful feature
signalled by Mr Lee is the
continued high attendance at
Government clinics for
methadone outpatient treat-
ment.

This is despite the sharp
fall in the street price of her-
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CSO:

5320/9115

oin this year after 2 two-year
period where the drug was in.

‘scarce supply.

The wholesale price for
100 grams of number three
rade heroin is now about
7,000, with the street price’
some three times as much.

This compares with a

wholesale price of. some

$23,000 in the summer of

1979.

Yet, said Mr Lee, the at-
tendance at clinics has not
dropped with the fall infprice.

About 71 per cent o
registered attend the 22 Gov-
ernment clinics regularly —
this figure includes two more
opened this week at Shatin
and Yuen Long as the result
of evidence of a growing drug
problem in the New Territo-
ries. -
This shows growing confi-
dénce among addicts in the
ability of methadone, a heroin
substitute, to help them over-
come their problem, Mr Lee
said.

Heroin remains by far the
most popular drug with inci-
dences of opium addiction on
the decline, according to the
report.

In the fifst six months of

those-

13

fast ‘year, 89 per cent of all
newly reported addicts were
hooked on heroin.

The recent severe shortage
of the drug has also led to a°
change in method of use.

Faced with a limited sur‘
ply. addicts have increasingly
injected heroin, to obtain the
fullest effect, as opposed to
the traditional practice of
inhaling.

The el:fm ajso noted that
use of codeine and tilidine is
on the increase, especially as
a secondary drug.

Female addicts fall into a
lower age group than men,
with nearly- 60 per cent of
registered cascs under 30 at
the time of their first report.

Women are less willing to
seek voluntary treatment,
with most of their cases being
reported by the police.

This, suggests the report,
may be because they are em-
Ployed as “prostitutes” or
‘dance girls” and so arc able
to afford to maintain their
habit. .

“It is thercfore possible
that dryg addiction among
females in Hongkong is some-
what under-reported,” the re-
port says.
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) HONG KONG

DRUGC OFFENSES BY YOUNG PEOPLE MORE THAN DOUBLED IN 1981
Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 21 Jan 82 p 10

[Text) The Secretary for.Security, Mr Lewls Davies, revealed
that drug offences by people under the age of 21 more than
doubled over the past year. :

He was asked for the statistics and for details of the
Government's anti-narcotics um?nign by Dr Ho Kam-fai.

Mr Davies said that 693 peopie under 21 were prosecuted
for drug offences last year out of a total of 7,706 charged
with such offences. :

The comparative figures for 1980 were 304 out of 5,609.

Mr Davies said the anti-narcotics education and publicity
activities were co-ordinated by a sub-committee for preven-
tive education and publicity of the Action Committee Against
Narcotics. . -

“This sub-committee is under the chairmanship of an
Unofficial member and its members include representatives
from all relevant Government departments and voluntary -
agencies,” he said. ) : .

“The Commissioner for Narcotics assists in the co-
ordination work and is the exccutive agent of the subs’
committee.” - .

The programme of the sub-committee embraged a wide
range of community involvement projects and ipublicn
material, plus district campaigns, participation in yout
programmes, discussion groups, inter-school competitions,:
celebrity concerts. .. ’ .-

€SP 5320/9115
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THREE INVOLVED IN SMUGGLING HEROIN FROM BANGKOK JAILED

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 12 Jan &2 p 14

(Excerpt]

CSo:

5320/9114

“Thailand and

" Three ‘men, including’

two Thais, who took part
in a conspiracy to smuggle
into Hongkong heroin base
which could be turned into
heroin worth $7.2 million,
were !esterday each sen-
tenced in the High Court
to 15 years in jail,

The two Thais, Surhchat

Tantisangaroon alias Chan.
Hing-lung (48) and Saman -

Tosompak alias Wong Muk-

chuen (52). jadestone mer- -

chants, pleaded guilty 10 a
charge o con;piracy 1o traffic
in dangerous drugs.

. The third defendent,
Chong Ming-sing (34), alsoa
jadestone merchant, pleaded
not guilty to the conspiracy
charge and was tried l}g' a
i’m‘y before Mr Justice Pen-
ington last week.

- The jury found him guilty

of the conspiracy charge as
well as another count of re-
sisting arrest.

: |
The prosecution's case was *

that the two Thais were mem-
bers of a drué syndicate in
hong was the
head of the distribution side
of the syndicate in Hongkong.
The court heard that an
American undercover agent,
Mr Robert Flynn, entered
into negotiations with the
Thai defendants and some
other people in Bangkok in
April to smuggle heroin to
Hohgkong.
¢ arrangement was that
Mr Flynn would bring in the
drugs himself,

20

" On April 10, Fiynn ‘ar-
rived from Bangkok carrging
25 Ibs of heroin in a mail bag

He was not stopped be-
cause he claimed diplomatic
privilege.

He took the drugs to a
Causeway Bay hotel where he
met Surchat and Saman who
had arrived one day:earlier.

Mr Flyan was to be paid
500,000 baht by the syndicate
in Bangkok for carrying the

druﬁs.
owever, Surchat and
Saman told Mr Flynn they
were not able to pay him and
that they ‘could not contact
the person in Hongkong to
whom the drugs were to be
handed over.

Surchat then got hold of
Chong who in turn contacted

8 Wong Ho-hin.

Both Chong and Wong
went to the hotel on April 12.

The drugs were ‘repack
into a case and handed to
Wong who took it and board-
edataxi.

However, the defendants’ -

movements were kept under

watch by officers f{rom the

customs and excise office.
They arrested Wong.

Chong was arrested out-
side the hotel after putting up
a struggle with the officers.

The other defendants were
also arrested at the hotel.

Wong was originally joint-
ly charged with the defend-
snts for conspiracy, but he
died while in custody.

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09: CIA-RDP82-00850R000500030029-2

HONG KONG



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09: CIA-RDP82-00850R000500030029-2

BOSS OF HEROIN SMUGGLING SYNDICATE GETS 12 YEARS' JAIL

Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST in English 21 Jan 82 p 12

[Excerpts]

CSO:

5320/9114

The boss of a syndicate”

that brought "heroin into-

Hongkong in condoms
concealed in the bodies of
couriers was yesterday
sent to prison for 12 years.

Lam Chung-ho (33) was
sentenced by Mr Justice Bew-
ley who told him: 1 intend to
pass- a severe sentence 10
mark society’s condemnation
of anyone who profits from
such a lucrative and evil busi-
ness.” . .-

The judge said that the
evidence had shown that Lam
was the boss of a syndicate
formed to import heroin base

from Bangkok into Hongkong _

and the value of the drugs
handled by the syndicate- was
enormous,

_Lam was convicted of con-
spiracy to traffic in dangerous
dru%s by a ‘High Court jury
on Tuesday.

Crown counsel Peter Ca-
hill had told the court that
the total value of the heroin,
which could have been sold as
a result of the activities at the
time it was operating in Octo-
ber 1980, was $1,006,176.

Two other men, Hui Yuet-
chuen (33) and Ng Yuk-ton
(21), were also convicted o
conspiracy to traffic in drugs.

- Describing them as Lam's
lieutenants, the judge said

21

they had recruited the couri-
ers and recovered the drugs.
from them in Hongkong.

They were eac! sentenced
to ciy;ht years' imprisonment.

au Chi-keung (21)
pleaded guilty to the same
charge. -

Tic judge said Yau had
been caught while acting as a
courier.

He told Yau: “In your
case, there is some mitigation.
You pleaded guilty and you
were & gullible country boy
who was tempted by the re-
ward of 55,008.“ '

Yau was sent to prison for
four years. .

¢ jury found Li Ho-fai
i23) and Fung Sheung-sang
21) not guilty of the charge. -
During the trial evidence
was given that the ringleaders
recruited couriers who were
gia\;en condoms fuil of heroin
e in a Bangkok hotel.
They were told to insert
the condoms into their anuses
and bring them into Hong-

koné.
ustoms officers at Kai
Tak were tipped off and stop-
ped the men carrying the first
consignment. :
They were taken to hospi-
tal where the .condoms were
removed.
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INDIA

BRIEFS

GANG OF HASHISH SMUGGLERS ARRESTED--Bombay, Jan 14 (UNI)--The Bombay Customs today
claimed to have busted an international gang of hashish smugglers with the arrest
of an American and two Australians including a girl--all stated to be fugitives

- from Australia. The American Christopher Sisney, was arrested in Cochin on 4 Jan-
uvary when he was, about to take a flight for Bombay and the Australians, Reginald
spiers and Barbara Tobin, were nabbed the following day from a hotel in south Bom=-
bay on a charge of trying to smuggle hashish out of India in steel containers by
attaching them to the hulls of Australia-bound Indian vessels, the customs said.
Diving equipment and two specially-fabricated steel containers totally valued at
over Rs 80,000 and 25 kg of hashish, worth about Rs 70,000, were seized from them.
Customs officials had acted on intelligence reports that Christopher and Reginald
had made unauthorised scuba-diving operations in Cochin harbour near MV 'Vishwa
Mohini' and MV 'Vishwa Nandini', both bound for Australia. The three were today
produced before chief metrolpolitan magistrate C S Kotwal here, who remanded them
to jail custody. They had earlier been arrested in Australia for smuggling hashish
from India, but had jumped bail and come to India with fake passports, the customs
added. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Jan 82 p 4]

CcsO: 5300/7017
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TNCREASED FI.OW OF IIEROIN INTO SARAWAK

Kuala lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in knglish 22 Dec 81 p 3

[Text]

€502

5300/8316

"$ UCHING, Mon. — Po-
ltce are alarmed by the
Jpcreasing supply of her-

'oin in @arawak and have
‘detained four suspeoted

‘traffiokers and selxed a -

‘pizeable amount of the
drug over the past week.
Last Sunday, they
‘plocked up three people,
K\cludln; .2 woman iIn
Bintulu and selzed 108
tubes (about 8 gm) of
heroin.
. .On Friday they de-
-tained a West Malaysian
here and seized 700 tubes
(about 30 gm) of the
drug.

In both cases it was
evident that the heroin
were brought into the
‘State by ocouriers and
smuggled through the
alrport from Peninsular
‘Malaysia.

Acoording to CID
chlef Sust. Hajl Malek
‘Rahmad, the. drugs
selzed at Bintulu could
have been for addiots
worklug in the fast de.
veloplng area. This was
one of the rare selzures
fn Bintulu/

Now police are trying
to establish the link be-
tween the traffickers
from West Malaysia and
the pushers in the State.

The Inspector-Gener-
at ot Police, Tan Sri
Haniff Omar, only re-
¢cently announced that
the drug problem in the
State had increased by
“teaps und bounds” ovei
tho past two years and

that the menace would
have to be nipped before
it spreads f! or, '
There are some 800 reg-
istered drug addiats here
but the aotual figure of
drug takers i estimated
at 2,000 in the First
Division alone.
Though this figure

" may seem small com-

ared to those in Kuala

umpur, Tan Sri Haniff
has stressed that the po-
lice must not wait until it
was too late. ,

Checks have to be
more stringent at the air.
port though couriers are
expected to use all sorts
of means to smuggle in
the drug. The heroin
seized from the suspect
at Carpenter Btreet here
on Friday was in three
plastic packets hidden
inside a halr-cream con-
tainer.

As the drug trade ls
luorative (a tube of hero-
In costs $20 here — twice
the price in Kuala Lum-
pur) the traffickers were
not expeoted to slow
down. .

. The seisure over the
week was worth at least
$16,000 and for & fee
couriers are willing to
risk anything to bring It
to Kuohing.

Severing the drug link
between Kuala Lumpur
and Kuching may not be
an eany task but police
have Inoreased opera-
tions and hope to send
soveral of traffickers to
Pulau Jerejak soon.
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DRUG ARRESTS, CONFISCATIONS INCREASE IN 1981

Kuala Lumpur NEW STRATTS TIMES in English 19 Jan 82 p 4

[Text]

C50:

5300/8316

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon.
— Police arrested 8,268
people for various dadah
offences last year, includ-
ing 134 for trafficking,
the director of CID, Da-
tuk Abdul Rahman .Is-

mall, said here

They also seised 1
kilos of drugs, incl g
heroin.

Datuk Rahman sald:
“This all-round per-
formance was due to the
extension of narcotics
units and efforts of other
divisions to suppress the
dadah problem in out
country. }

“What we have been
more successful in ls to
make the public realise
the problem at hand and
that unless greater of-
forts are placed by us the
chances of eradicating
the dadah menaceare

siim* R

Datuk ‘Rahman
warned that though there
was a considerahble In-
crease in selzures and ar-
rests it did not mean that

qu had beeh suc:
fn W the
menace, .

' He sald of the 8,260 ar«
rests last year, 134 werd
toﬁuéﬂokl ahd r ;oth-
er 354 for Aadah pushing.

S v

He ihid infio80 Yolice

offenoes, o

fortrll;fubkln hn&mm;

pushing, while the res

Were 15+ possphelon.
The .amount. of dadah

seized also showed a

. Last year police seized
1013 kilos of *aw opium
an compared ‘to 4.7 kilos
in 1980.

2l
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MALAYSIA

NATIONWIDE OPERATION TO ARREST DRUG ADDICTS

Areas Arrests Reported

Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 30 Dec 81 pp 1, 2

[Excerpts]

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. — Police have picked up
another 460 suspected drug addicts in the continuing
nationwide operation which began yesterday.

The operation code-named “Ops Berkas” is expected
to go on indefinitely. A total of 660 suspected drug
addicts have been picked up.

While the police operation is in full swing there are
fears that the hospitals, detoxification and rehabilita-
tion centres will not be able to cope with this sudden
increase in addicts seeking treatment, ‘

Already police in Perak are having problems in
finding accommodation in rehabilitation centres for

the 150 drug ad-
dicts rounded up
in the state over
the past 26
hours. :

In KUALA LUM-
PUR, city police
rounded up -another
111 suspected drug
eddlars and addiots,
2:inglng the - total to

In IPOH, police are
facing a probiem of ac-
commodation for the 150
drug addicts who were
rounded up throughout
the State during the past
26 hours.

“We don't have enough
space to accommodate
these addigis in the palice

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09: CIA-RDP82-00850R000500030029-2

station lock-ups,” said
the Perak CID chief Haji
Bhamsuri bin Arshad .

" Yh PENANG, police of-
ficers from the anti-
narcotics division of the
Georgetown police
ralded suspected drug
haunts. .

Police are still compil-
ing the list of suspected
addicts detained.

In KUALA TRENG-
GANU, police detalned 38
suspected drug addicts.

A police spokesman
said that the operation is
also being carried out in
other towns in the State.

In KUANTAN, Anti-
drug enforcement units
in all the districts in the
state are going all-out to
curb the drug = 'nace.

The anti-narcotics
branch here picked up a
drug addict and two oth-
er men for having heroin
during raids in the town
last night. )

In NEGRI SEM.
BILAN, police have also
launched thelir
crackdown on drug ad-
dicts.

In JOHORE, 30 sus-
pected dadah addicts
were detained and 11
tubes of dadah recovered
in a three-hour police op-
eration here today.
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Inadequate Detention Facllities

Kuala Lumpur NEW STRALTS TIMES in English 1 Jan 82 p 3

[Text]

CS0:

5300/8317

KUALA LUMPUR,
Thurs. — Operasi
Berkas (det may
soon become ]
Bebas (release). 7
About 1,000 suspected
drug addicts picked up
over the past three days
have nowhere to go. -
Police sources sald
Welfare officers in the

Federal Territory were.

“grumbling” when the
police sent them the first
30 addicts on whom urine
tests were positive.

B8aid the sources: “The
officers said they could
not' cope with so big a
number.
suspected Grug sddiote.
We cannot just keep them
in the lock-up, sa once the
urine teats prove positive
we will refer them to the
Welfare Department.”

The Welfaro Miniatry
has only three rehabilith.
tion centres on the west
coast to cope with the po-
lice swoop.

Two of them are al-
ready full, :

8aid the Buper-
intendent of the Bukit
Mertajam rehabilitation
centre which serves
Ponang and the northern
States: “We are full
house.” :

His centre has 106 in-
mates and he has yet to
be told whether he will
have to aqueeze {n any of
the 82 suspected drug ad-
diets rounded up by
Penang police.

The Tampin centre is
tull, according to reports
from Johore and so has
no place for - the addiots.
in Johore Bahru lock-upw.

“We haye room for 120
more,” sald Mr osan

of the Kuala Kubu Bahru
centra. .

e
The Kuala Kubu
Bahru centre, which nor-
mally houses between 120
and 180 addicts, now has,
170 inmates. !
After a similar police
operatidn- in. Ogtober,
1979, the Ministry's re-
habilitation centrés were
flooded with unwilling in-
miates, many of whom
were hardcore .addiots
with criminal records.
Officera-Jokt out to
gang-rule'and several in-
mates were seriously in-

In the Besut Centre, &
boy was murdered.

time, Welfare of-

ficera are determined to

::'09 outrtho hardoore or

) t De-
ariment Is not ready for
hem either. . -
- Meanwhile, the pris-
ons are alrendy over-
ofowded and the niew law
ypder which courts can
eommit anm addict to-pris-
on' for being an
addliot has yet to e
passed by Par la.ibje;:."
Contirmed addic}s
netted in Operasi Barllx«
can only be sent to prison
{f they are charged with
poasession or trafficking.
i s P R
eral TTerritogy
13,:-111; ithoagh it has
in #ts centros In Ka-
jang and Beremban.
. The Batu Gajah Help
Centre hgs already taken
five of the 308 ots de-
tained by police In Perak
and cannot cope with
more. ! N
The higgest number of
sus d_addiots, total-
Jing 433, were picked up
from the city. -
Another were de-
tained In Perak, followed
by 88 in Johore, about 82
in Penang and 45 in
Malaoca. .
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PAKISTAN

HEROIN ADDICTION IN ALARMING PROPORTIONS REPORTED
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 24 Jan 82 pp 1, 8

[Text] ISLAMABAD, JAN. 23: THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE
FOR HEALTH, MAJ.~GEN. (RTD) M. SHUAIB, TODAY SOUNDED A NOTE OF WARNING OVER THE
GROWING DRUG ABUSE AND SAID THAT HEROIN ADDICTION HAD ASSUMED AN ALARMING PROPOR-
TION IN PAKISTAN,

Addressing a Press conference, he sald the use of drugs had spread rapidly in
Karachi Baluchistan and the NWFP, particularly the tribal area.

Also present at the news conference were Chairman of the Pakistan Narcotic Control
Board, Mairaj Husain, and members of the Coordination Committee, Dr. M.H. Mobbashar
and Dr. Nasir Qureshi of Rawalpindi, Dr. M.M. zaheer Khan (Karachi), Dr. Hyder A.
Kazi, Dr. Ijaz Bakhsh (Gilgit) and senior officials of the Board.

Maj-Gen. Shuaib said a survey to asses the situation of heroin addiction would be
conducted soon, but added that circumstancial evidence did exist to show a rapid
growth of this menace.

Dr. Shuaib said heroin addiction was the worst kind of addiction and difficult to
treat. He expressed his concern over the general and cheap availability of the
drug in the underground market.

Tribal Area

He further sald that the tribal areas are inaccessable for the authorities and it
is difficult to control the production of this commodity there.

The recently started production of heroin is & highly alarming fact, as the opium
addicts are easily curable,, but heroin addicts sye very difficult tc cure.

One of the officials also informed that this menace has now gone as far as places
1ike Karachi, and other large citiles. Thers have also been reports about its in-
creasing use within the students of educational institutions, including medical
colleges and universities.

Heroin is made from opium, through a chemical progess. There have also been re-

ports of small factories set up at various places within the tribal areas of the
NWFP.

27
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In the last six months as many as 160 cases of heroin addiction have been brought
for treatment to one of the PNCB detoxification centres located in different parts
of the country.

This does not mean that the actual number of such addicts is not far more than
this figure.

Another medical expert from Gilgit i nformed about the opium addicts in the Northern
Areas, however no heroin addicts have been reported so far.

There are also reports of drug addicts among the Afghan refugees, who are located
in some parts of Northern Areas, Baluchistan and NWFP.

A leading psychiatrist of the country, and a member of the National Coordination
Committee, Dr. Mubashir, expressed his grave concern over this situation and said
that once this problem takes place, it will be very difficult to control it.

He said that use of drugs resulted in mental sickness in most of the cases and drug
addicts who had been cured or were under treatment should be considered as mentally
handicapped people and should be given jobs out of the 2 per cent quota for jobs
recently fixed by the President General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq.

He also emphasised the need for better health care facilities to be introduced for
curing drug addicts throughout the country.

CcsO: 5300/4611
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PAKISTAN

BBC REPORT DENIED ON SOURCE OF PAKISTAN DRUGS
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 14 Jan 82 p 5

[Text] Pakistan is becoming 'the major centre' for the traffic of 1llegal narcotic
trade, according to a recent announcement by the BBC. However, the local drug
- enforcement sources categorically claim that this observation is false.

It was reported on the BBC's "News About Britain," this week, that a record
seizure of heroin was made in Britainm in 1981. Most of this narcotic seized by
the British Narcotic Control officials had been coming through Pakistan, which
is now becoming the 'major centre' for illegal narcotic trade.

However, Mr M, Mubeen Ahmed Khan, Superintendent of the Drug Enforcement Cell
(Preventive Services), has said that this news report is totally false.

Most of the heroin, he said, was being transported through the 'Golden Triangle,’
comprising Thailand, Burma and other South Asian countries.

"Tribal people in these countries," he said, "are growing opium which they con-
vert into heroin. A major portion of the i1llegal drug traffic is also through
Turkey,” he added.

Besides, much of this heroin trade, he stated, was also through India as couriers
found smuggling of narcotics through India much easier than Pakistan, because in
India the export of opium was officially allowed which served as a cover for
smugglers,

Ban on Opium Export

Mr Mubeen Khan said that the Pakistan Government did not permit the export of
these drugs under any form.

He believed that 1,000 :ins of opium was being grown in certain Asian countries.
International smugglers, with connections all over the world, were finding it
easier to transport these narcotics through other countries, instead of Pakistan.

It may be stated that the Customs seized contraband narcotics in Pakistan, esti-
mated at Rs 930 million on the foreign market, during the year 80-81.
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Two 1inspectors and one Customs sepoy of the Collectorate of Central Excise and
Land Customs, Peshawar, and one sepoy of the Quetta Collectorate were killed in
encounters with narcotic smugglers. ’

In 1981, there were record seizures of heroin, including clandestine heroin manu-
facturing laboratories, discovered in slum areas and the suburbs of Karachi.

CSO: 5300/4610
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PAKISTAN

BRIEFS

SIND HEROIN HAUL--Sind crime branch made a seizure of 14 kilograms of heroin
worth over Rs.15 million (Rs.150 million in street value) at %the Karachi airport
on Saturday night. [GF051223 Karachi DAWN in English 1 Feb 82 p 1 GF]

OPIUM PRODUCTION DECLINE--The production of opium has declined from 800 metric
tons during 1978-79 season to 85 tons in 1979-80, following concerted efforts
of the government, a report on growth and control of opium and cannabis
cultivation prepared by Pakistan Narcotics Control Board said. One of the
factors was banned on opium cultivation imposed in Fabruary 1979, it said. PPI
[Text] [GF031308 Karachi DAWN in English 31 Jan 82 p 8]

CSO: 5300/4612
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DANGEROUS DRUG BILL APPROVED

Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Jan 82 p 1, 3

[Article by C. Valmoria, Jr.]

[Text)

to the nationwide cam-

" paign against drag abuse

when it plugged loopholes
in the Dangerous Drugs
Act of 1972. - e

As approved. by, the -
assembly, mere - posses-
sion of marijuana and .

opium seeds will be

punishable with® impris- -
- onment of from 12 years

to 20 years and a fine of-
from £14,000 to. #30,000.

" The Batasang Pamban- 3
, 8a added teeth last night

1

It was observed  that N

sion of these seeds had

‘persons found in posses- . -

been acquitted by the -

courts because this is not
covered by the law.

The amendments to the
law also define the liabil-

ity of the owner of the .
land on which the plants

are grown.

. The bill, which amends. ° ‘

Repubhc Act 6425, was
npgoved in record time

after President Marcos -

challenged the Batasan to

enact the measure in 48 .

hours.
The President had
threatened to issue a de-

cree if the assembly failed-

to act on the bill on time
because of its urgency.
Under the law, prohi-
bited drugs include opium
and its active components
and derivatives such as

herpin_and morphine,

CS0: 5300/4920

"¢oca Tedr and TW dériva:”
.tives. pa;ticularly,
cocaine, and Indian hemp

Jor mamuana and its de-

' rxvatives

. The changes ln the law |,

;wen ‘introduced by the

“late Health Mlnister En- °

rique M, Garcia. As chair:
man of the Batasnn:
committee on health,’
Garcia reported out the
bill for approval.

Assemblyman -
Leopoldo Diaz (KBL,”
Central Luzon), minis-"
ter of state for health
and vice chairman of
the health committee,
sponsored the bill on
the floor.

The authority given "
to the food and drug
administration under
Presidential Decree
280 to order the clo-
sure, suspension, or re-
vocation of the license '
and permit of a drug
pstablishment dealifig

‘in dangerous drpgs
was transferred to the
dangerous drugs

...board vl e~ W .

AR R4S
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PHILTIPPINES

- BRIEFS

ANTIDRUG MEASURES--The Batasang Pambansa approved last night the bill providing
for a tougher law to curb drug abuse in the country. The bill amended the
dangerous drugs law of 1972 to provide stiffer penalties and widen the scope
of the law. Under the amendment, the possession of permitted drugs [as heard],
cultivation and possession of seeds of all kinds of narcotics plants are
punishable with up to life imprisonment and fines reaching 30,000 pesos. The
bill now goes to President Marcos for his approval. The Batasan approved the
measure after a clause that allows as evidence the refusal of a suspected

drug user to undergo laboratory tests was removed, after it was opposed as
unconstitutional. The bill was passed 1 day before the expiration of the
deadline imposed by President Marcos on the Batasan. The president, in
stressing seriousness of the drug problem, said he would use his decree-
issuing powers to enact the bill if the Batasan failed to approve it in

1 week. [Text] [HK260032 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English

2330 GMT 25 Jan 82]

MARIHUANA PLANTS UPROOTED--Camp Alimanao, Tuguegarao, Jan. 7--Military authorities
uprooted and seized today some 30,000 fully grown marijuana plants worth several
millions of pesos in a three-hectare plantation in barangay Bugnay, Tinglayan,
Kalinga-Apayao. Brig. Gen. Vicente Custodio, PC Region 2 commander, said the plan-
tation was believed owned and cultivated by the New People's Army headed by Ernesto
Garado alias "Ka Sungar" Custodio said the cultivators fled minutes before the ar-
rival of a raiding team led by Lt. Col. Benjamin Aguinaldo, Kalinga-Apayac PC
commander. The raiding team found a marker identifying the alleged cultivator as

a certain Panoy Dawing, a resident of Bugnay, Custodio said. Tinglayan is one of
the identified havens of dissidents in the Cordillera range, he added. Bugnay,
where the plantation was located, used to be headed by barangay captain Macliing
Dulag, who hogged the limelight last year when he was murdered at the height of the
Chico dam controversy. [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 8 Jan 82 p 3]

€s0: 5300/4919
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STX ACRES OF CANJA DESTROYED

Colombo DATLY NEWS in Lnglish 12 Jan

| Pext]

CS50:

UDAWALAWE

In a ganja raid oon-
ducteq last week Uds~
walawe police were
able. to add another
#ix -acres to the  vast
acreage already = dos-
troyed, in the Udawa-
lawe  National Park
during the six-day ope-
ration Ganja there in
mid-December,

The raid conducted
on & tip-off given by
a men who was taken
into custody on the Tim
bolketiya -Tanamalwilla
road while transport-
ing 585,000 grains of
ganja in two gurny
bags. The suspect had
le¢ the police party
six miles through the

.jungle to a chena @t

Muwanpelesge. g noto-

82 p 7

rious place for ganja
cultivation,

According to the Po-
lics there were about
15,000 ganjs plants in
the chena but all of
them had previously
been cut and removed
leaving only the stubs.
Nevertheless everything
wad uprooted and des-
troyed by police.

Sub-Inspector  Wije-

pala, Officer ln-(fhlrge.
Udawalawe police dir-
ected the operation
und was assisted by
Police Bergants Ratlna-
pola, Wijesiriwardane
4nd constabled Rama-
nayske Premadass Bo-
masiri and  Mahinda-
prems, -~

3l
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- THAILAND

BRIEFS

COMMITTEE TO TACKLE OPIUM--A high-level committee has been set up to solve problems
in connection with opium growing by hilltribes people. This followed the prime
minister's order dated 15 January. The committee is chaired by Deputy Prime Minister
Prachuap Suntharangkun. It is empowered to review, improve and correct policies and
measures as well as various orders issued in connection with attempts to solve the
opium growing problem. The committee is also empowered to set up a subcommittee to
help it with its work as found necessary. The new-committee comprises members of the
military, the National Security Council, the local administration department and

- other agencies of the civil service. [Text] [BKO10657 Bangkok Domestic Service in
English 0000 GMT 1 Feb 82]

€S0: 5300/2158
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Ottawa THE CITIZEN in English 28 Dec 81 p 1

[Text]

An estimated $2-million worth
of heroin was seized by the -

Royal Canadian Mounted Police
during the weekend in Ottawa's
largest heroin bust on record.
One pound of the drug was
found Christmas Eve.jn a van
spotted travelling near the .inter-
section of Bronson Avenue and
Catherine Street at 10 pm.

The drugs wereé packaged in

several plastic bags.

A handgun was also foiind in_

the vehicle, but there was no re-
sistance atithe time of arrest,
said  RCMYP narcotic division
Sgt. Ken Kelly.

The arrests came after an in-

vestigation by a -four-man drug
squad formed in late September,

“Top priority has been given
to heroin use in the area,” said
Sgt. Kelly. “And this is our first
big bust.

“The heroin line is one of the
biggest in the drug business and

CsO: 5320/18

our squad is analysing it.

“It's one of the worst drugs
out on the market.”

He would not. speculate on
whether heroin use has increased
in this area. .

The Ottawa RCMPAdetach-
ment has a2 45-man drug squad

and senior narcotic officers de-’

cided to form a special unit to
investigate the heroine drug
trade. | S

The heroin will be analysed by

federal health officials this week.

After ‘examination, the drug

‘will be taken to the Bureau of
Dangerous’ Drugs where it will
°

be burned.

Two Edmonton residents,
Ahmad Watfa, 26, and Bassem
Bassil, 31, have been charged
with possession of heroin for the
purpose of trafficking.

-Watfa and Bassil are to

appear in provincial court Tues--

day at 10 a.m.

36

APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09: CIA-RDP82-00850R000500030029-2

CANADA



APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 2007/02/09: CIA-RDP82-00850R000500030029-2

YUGOSLAVIA

DRUG CONTROLS ON YUGOSLAV, BULGARIAN BORDER
Amsterdam DE TELEGRAAF in Dutch 31 Dec 81 p 15
[Article by Andre De Kromme: "Yugoslavia, Europe's Biggest Heroin Trap"]

A Texg7As the struggle against drugs gets harder, customs and border
police, too, are changing their tactics., Their strategy is directed
more now towards attacking the men behind the scenes, which pro-
duces a dangerous situation because of the billions at stake.

What is found at the borders 1is important primarily as an indi-
cation of what is entering Europe. Our reporting team has fol-
lowed the wearisome battle against drug smuggling for five days

and nights in Dmitrovgrad, on the Yugoslav/Bulgarian border, a
primitive corner of the Balkans, where the drug smugglers run the
highest risk in all of Europe. In Yugoslavia there are more than
300 imprisoned drug couriers. According to West European statis-
tics and data from Interpol, Yugoslavia is now conducting the most
successful fight.

Dmitrovgrad, Thursday--The motors of the road grants, which take the slippery

grade at a crawl, growl tiresomely. The chains bite into the icy layer which the
heavy trucks themselves press from the constantly falling snow. Frequently the wheels
slip through and the modern caravan on the Bombay-London crossing comes to a halt.

At the same place on the age-old Mesopotamian trade route caravans used to travel to
Europe with mules and horse-drawn and ox-drawn wagons with spices, precious metalwork,
hides and carpets. Then armed merchants accompanied their costly trade goods, con-
stantly exposed to robbers and quick-flaring conflicts in the Balkans.

Now battle is once again being done in this rugged area and detectives and uniformed
customs men are lying in wait for one of the most expensive materials on earth: heroin,
one gram of which about 2,000 kilometers further along, in Frankfurt or Amsterdam, is
worth at least 250 guilders. They are fighting the preventive battle against the
misery of tens of thousands of addicts and increased street crime.

Pile of Trash
The halts on the mirror-slick road leave the fatigued drivers, many of whom already

‘have a few thousand kilometers behind them, as cold as the weather outside. They are
used to it and know that in a few hours it will become a complete pile of trash, when
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they land on the notorious Autoput in Nisj, a largely ill-maintained two-lane asphalt
stretch on which once acain all the freight traffic from Greece and Albania, along
with tens of thousands of passenger cars, bounces along to Austria and Western Europe.

For their part, the Yugoslavian border patrol members are not concerned about the con-
dition of the drivers. '"We are not standing here for the fun of it," says border post
chief Gradimir--"O'Grady'--Hadzinladzic. As a seasoned practical specialist in fight-
ing drugs at the borders, he is proud of his nickname, for the only real "Mr. 0'Grady"
in this little world is an internationally famous narcotics expert from the American

- "Drugs Enforcement Administration."

"On our borders, we catch nearly one-third of all heroin found in Europe. In Amster-
dam and Frankfurt, they estimate that about 10 percent is uncovered. But we think
that it is about 2 percent or even less, because even though we make the lion's share
of discoveries, they are based purely on spot checks. By agreement with Austrian,

- West German and Netherlands narcotics brigades, from time to time we allow suspect
vehicles to pass through to be able to take a look behind the scenes at the destin-
ation."

A few days earlier while we sat in the (over-) heated Ministry of Information of Bel-
grade, it was made clear to my colleague Will Dekkers and me that the detective in-
stinct of the customs man is the best means of detection. Vido Popadic, chief of
investigations for the federal Yugoslavian customs: 'Because of our lack of modern
equipment, we have just turned in a request for financial assistance with the nar-
cotics department of the United Nations in Vienna. We particularly need freezer
cabinets, so that we can also take a close look at refrigerator trucks. TFor, to
express it carefully, we have the strongest suspicion that a lot of heroin 1s also
entering Europe by way of frozen foods.

"The fact that my men are doing spectacular work despite the primitive circumstances
is because they have taken a special course in drugs detection at our customs school
here in Belgrade. Technology is important, but it is precisely because of the lack
of that technology that we have built up the experience that the discovery of a drug
shipment is primarily a matter of psychology, of knowing people. The behavior of
the drivers and other occupants is an important indication and the 'nose' of a cus-
toms man reacts better than the nose of a heroin dog.

"Furthermore, most recently pure, practically odorless heroin is coming in instead of

raw opium, so that we now know that once again the laboratories are located in the

production areas themselves. But just like the delivery routes and the smuggling

methods, that can change from one day to the next. Our opponent is both intelligent

and quick. We recently discovered heroin in shipment of corn. That meant that some-
- where in Europe there had to be a special filtering system through which the corn
could be sifted without leaving any dangerous traces of heroin behind. Unfortunately,
our theory quickly leaked out and was published, after which the trick with the corn
was pulled out of the bag of tricks.”

- By Sea
According to Popadic, it is also because of the observation of behavior that Yugosla-
vian Customs is now on the track of a new heroin route by sea. '"In our harbors on

the Adriatic Sea, not only are we faced with the same problems as in Rotterdam and
elsewhere, but we also have regular auto-bridge connections with Turkey and the Middle
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East. Last summer, we drew a bead on people who came to pick up autos from the twice-
weekly ferry from the Syrian port of Tartus. We already knew that it had been a hash
route, but now we have discovered that it has become an important heroin route. I
always say: We took our basic training from the hash couriers, we are rounding out
our education with the heroin smugglers, but we cannot graduate yet because we still
have not gotten to see the professors of this criminal science."

On the Yugoslav/Bulgarian border it was proven that top customs man Vido Popadic has
a right to be proud. In five times 24 hours, the customs men were successful three
times: Once at the hangdog Dmitrovgrad station, where the express from Istanbul to
Western Europe encounters its longest delay, solely because of sharpened drugs con-
trol, and twice in spot check in the column of trucks and passenger cars at the net
on the "Bombay road." Here, my colleague Dekkers and I saw how heroin was uncovered
from under the seats of a passenger and from a--to customs eyes~--remarkably hidden
space between the rear axle and the floor of a truck.

Spare Batteries

"Dumb," say Gridimir Hadzimladzic, ''but these hiding places are still used, even though
less often. The newest method, which we got ontoc 4 months ago, is carrying things

in spare batteries. On these long distances, both trucks and passenger cars almost
always carry all kinds of spare parts, such as contact points, a distributor cap,
belts and tires, spark plugs, and a battery., Because it 1is normal, we never paid any
attention to it until the end of August, when we were so good as to help a Turk who
worked in West Germany with his starting problems., When we could not get his Mercedes
230, which would not run because of the heat, and which he sald ran on gas, to start
either, we wanted to take a look under the hood and at the gas tank in the trunk.

When the Turk gestured that that was too much trouble, we became more interested.
Everything appeared to be mounted properly, and 1f he had not been so nervous, we
would never have found the 12 kilograms of heroin in the gas tank. The car simply

ran on gasoline...."

That experience of 27 August set the Yugoslavian customs on the track of the usual

spare parts, particularly the batteries. In 4 months' time, a total of 41 kilograms

of heroin have been turned up that way. The refinement of this trick-with-the-battery:
under the hood, everything looks normal. The spare battery sits in the trunk along with
the other spare parts, packed in with suitcases, cans, and bags. But there are two
holes bored in the bottom of the spare battery, invisible at first look. The two holes
are also in the rubber mat on the floor of the trunk. The rest is a matter of re-

fined wiring: the "spare battery" 1is the actual source of current; the "real" battery
contains heroin.

Last Seals

Yugoslavia's customs chief, Vido Popadic: '"The methods are becoming increasingly more
refined and are changed faster and faster, and when we further realize that the Bul-
garians on the Greek border, too, are discovering one new trick after another, we
sometimes ask ourselves what we are doing. With a watertight control, all traffic be-
tween Europe and the Near East would come to a halt. We also have to deal with the
problem that frequently the last goods are loaded in Istanbul and it is there that the
last lead seals are applied. Here the last seals, which are 'holy" to a customs man,
weigh the heaviest, because Istanbul appears to be the point of departure, while the
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trucks often come from Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan or from deep inside Turkey. [The
term: "The last seals weight the heaviest'" 1s also a proverb meaning "It's the last
straw that breaks the camel's back." Here the meaning is both literal and figurative.
TR.] Now we are also highly interested in what happens before or in Istanbul. From
whdt we have discovered from spot checks, that must be something which wold make the
most exciting television crime show pale into a kiddy show."

6940
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CHILE

BRIEFS
NARCOTICS CONFISCATED--Santiago, 31 Jan (AFP)--It was reported here today
that the Chilean investigations police confiscated 28.7 kilograms of

cocaine, 255.7 kilograms of marihuana, 2,762 units of other manufactured

drugs and approximately $120,000 during 1981, [PY031129 Paris AFP in Spanish
1602 GMT 21 Jan 82 PY]
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COLOMBIA

BRIEFS

COCAINE LABORATORIES DISCOVERED--Bogota--The police seized 8.5 tons of marihuana
in the municipality of Fundacion, Magdalena department, the police department

- has announced. In the area known as (La Guarapera), San Jose Del Guajiare,
5,000 cocaine plants were seized and 4 cocaine processing laboratories were
discovered. [PA301735 Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 25 Jan 82 PA]

MARTHUANA SHIPMENT CONFISCATED--Barranquilla--In the past few hours the anti-
narcotics police seized another 10-ton cargo of pressed marihuana ready for ship-
ment, presumably to Central America. This was at the Cristalina farm, Fundacion
Municipality. No arrests were made. The authorities will burn the marihuana.
[PA301735 Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 2330 GMT 25 Jan 82 PA]

MARTHUANA SEIZED--Medellin--The Colombian authorities today selzed 9 tons of
marihuana worth 40 million pesos, in the region of Pueblo Nuevo, Uraba, Antioquia
department. [PA301735 Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 2330 GMT 29 Jan

82 PA]

ARMY CAPTURES DRUGS, ARMS--Rio Hacha, Colombia--Units of the 2d brigade head-
quartered in Barranquilla and members of the narcotics squad, today seized a
large amount of marihuana and an arms cache near Rio Hacha. On a search mission,
the soldiers in a house 1 M-1 rifle, 2 .30 cal Smith rifles, magnum revolvers

of different calibers, 10 .26 gauge [as heard] shotguns, 3 communications radios
and several army uniforms. A total of 19 metric tons of marihuana and 100 kg

of marihuana seed were seized in the same operation. The arms and drugs were
turned over to the proper authorities. No one was captured in the operation.
[Text] {[PA281408 Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 1730 GMT 27 Jan 82]
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JAMAICA

BRIEFS

SEAGA ON MARIJUANA--Toronto, Dec. 21 (CANA)--There are only about 2,000 acres of
marijuana (ganja) being cultivated in Jamaica and marijuana farming is not as
extensive as the foreign news media describe it, Jamaica's Prime Minister Edward
Seaga sald. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Dec 81 p 1]
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MEXICO

TRAFFICKING SAID TO CONTINUE IN NATION'S PRISONS
Ciudad Juarez EL FRONTERIZO in Spanish 6 Jan 82 pp 1, 5

[Text] "So long as there are drugs on the market, there will be trafficking in the.
CeReSo [Social Rehabilitation Center] and in all of the nation's prisons." This
statement was made by Antonio Lopez Bustamante, director of the detention establish-
ment,upon being questioned on the subject.

He claimed that it is extremely difficult to eradicate the drug traffic inside
prisons and, furthermore, it is "absurd" to try to do so; noting that 90 percent
of the inmates are drug addicts.

The institution's director remarked: "Moreover, even though on both the general and
conjugal type visiting days an inspection is made of persons couing to see their
relatives or friends, they are quite often found to have in their possession large
amounts of toxic pills of the so-called 'prodoline' type."

Lopez Bustamante noted that medium-sized cans containing marihuana and toxic pills
are very often discovered, but despite the fact that this problem appears frequent-
ly, he claimed that there has been a decline in the drug traffic in comparison with
other years.

He said that this is because "I am enacting retention" for all inmates caught with
drugs; adding that from August, when the first retention took place, until the
present, 19 inmates have received retention owing to their bad behavior, disobedience
of orders from superiors or drug trafficking.

The retention consists of increasing the period of time in jaill to twice what has
been given in the sentence. He said that the inmates whose term has been increased
are prisoners sentenced for various crimes.

Although the official reported that, to date, there has been no reply to the messages
sent to the state capital and to Mexico City, because this is the first time in the
prison's history that retention has been applied to the inmates, the measure was
necessary because of the bad conduct shown by certain prisoners: "They had to be

made to realize that wherever they are they must behave like normal persons."

He sald that despite the fact that "I have received approval from the director of
crime prevention and from some directors of other prisons, I have not had a reply
to the messages." Adjustments must be made to the prison laws, adding the applica-
tion of retention for inmates who do not obey the prison rules.
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MEXICO

BRIEFS

_ NEW PJF COMMANDER REPORTS--Yesterday, the office of head of the Federal Judicial
Police was assumed by Comdr Rodolfo Moises Calvo, who was group chief of this

police entity, replacing Comdr Carlos Mondragon Olguin. Comdr Moises Calvo stated
that, thanks to the campaigns which the government has conducted against drug produc-
tion throughout the entire republic, the clandestine growing of drugs has gradually
been disappearing. He cited as specific examples the states of Sinaloa and Chihuahua,
places which until a few years ago had been considered critical areas, owing to the
high rate of drug production. Now, he claimed, from the 100 percent that the latter
represented, the volume has dropped to 8 or 10 percent at the most. In connection
with Sonora, Comdr Rodolfo Moises Calvo said that our state does not represent any
problem, because it is categorized as a "passage way" toward the towns bordering the
United States. Noting that the invasion of different types of drugs is currently
very slight in the urban areas, he said that they occur only in the abandoned urban
locations; but that this is nothing compared to what it was during the 1970's in

the universities and schools. [Text] [Hermosillo EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 7 Jan 82

Sec A p 11] 2909

MARIHUANA TRAFFICKERS ARRESTED--Nogales, Sonora, January 9 (PH)-—-Another blow was
dealt to the drug traffic, this time in Agua Prieta, by the Federal Judicial Police
in the northern section of Sonora yesterday, when they seized 60 kilogramd of mari-
huana and arrested those presumed responsible for the illegal shipment. The enti-
ty's group chief, Carlos Silva Urrutia, reported that the first to be arrested was
Alejandro Peralta Mata, who was carrying a little over 1 kilogram of the injurious
grass in a van type Ford truck with state of Arizona license plates ZNW-310. After
arresting Peralta Mata, the Federal Judicial Police agents searched his house,
found the rest of the drugs and in the same action arrested Jose Dolores Villegas
and Matias Lopez Acosta, the former's accomplices in the crime of drug possession
and trafficking. The marihuana was carefully concealed in five packages in a
suitcase inside the residence that was searched, where those now under arrest had
presumably stored it for some time, so as to sell it later in the United States.
Its origin was the E1 Zumbido farm in the municipality of Janos, Chihuahua. Those
presumed liable were moved to this border and placed at the disposal of the agent
of the Federal Public Ministry. [Text] [Hermosillo EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 9 Jan
82 Sec D p 2] 2909
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EGYPT

INTENSIFIED EFFORTS REDUCE DRUG SMUGGLING
Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic No 267, 6 Dec 81 pp 64, 65
{Article by Ahmad Mustafa]

[Text] Why has "al-Bataniyah," the section of Cairo most notorious for narcot-
ics dealings, become completely empty of "big dealers," retallers, and even the
"Nadurjiyah," who are the "young kids" who act as an alarm system and warn the
dealers of "raids" by the narcotics squad?

Why have the prices of drugs risen, although few are present? The price per
"piaster of hashish" has risen to 30 and 40 pounds, when it had been 7 pounds.
Why has the price of a "pilaster of opium" risen from 60 to 200 pounds? What is
the secret behind all of this?

Is there a "substitute" or "substitutes" for hashish and opium which citizens
can take? Whai are they?

What can the state and the various agencies do to stamp out these terrible drugs
once and for all? The official report of the Narcotics Agency in Cairo says:
"During the past 9 months, 157 kilograms of opium were seized, while in the same
period of the preceding year more than 3,147 kilograms were confiscated.

As for hashish, during these past 9 months, more than 50 tons were seized, while
in the same months of the preceding year only 12 tons were gseized.

Now, drugs have definitely disappeared, and their prices have risen drastically.
Secret of Drug Disappearance

Does the secret lie in the efforts of the border patrol of the armed forces, who
patrol all of the borders of Egypt along the sea and in the desert to prevent

smuggling?

Does it lie in the concentrated efforts of the narcotics agents and the investi-
gators in all of the governorates of Egypt?

Does it 1ie in the continuous campaigns conducted night and day by police offi-
cers and investigators as they search some cars on the desert and farm roads,
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and police "undercover" men who are stationed on bridges and in many areas within
the cities, searching some private and rental cars and trucks looking for weapons
and sometimes finding drugs in these vehicles?

Opinion of Minister of Interior

I sought the opinion of Muhammad Nabawi Isma'il, deputy prime minister and minis-
ter of the interior. He said: "There is no doubt that the border patrol of the
armed forces has a very large role in combatting smuggling of drugs into Egypt.

I would also like to say that there is very firm cooperation between the armed
forces and the Ministry of the Interior in this field. As for combatting drugs
within Egypt, the UN has given Egypt some modern equipment and apparatus, includ-
ing airplanes to observe the movements of smugglers and look for their positions
in the mountains or on the farms, and also to look for fields planted in opium.”

I left the deputy prime minister and minister of the interior preoccupxred with
his many responsibilities. I sympathize with his efforts as he reads the dozens
of dossiers piled around him in his office, all of them describing activities of
members of terrorist organizations. I directed my questions to Maj Gen Mamduh
Salim Zaki, director of the Narcotics Agency, to seek his opinion.

Rising Price of Drugs

He said: "As to the rising price of drugs, I would like to say that narcotics,
like any commercial commodity offered in the markets, are subject to the law of
supply and demand. If the cost rises, that is a sign that the supply of drugs
is diminishing.

"If the price goes down, that is a sign that there are large quantitites of
drugs on the market. The disappearance of drugs from the market in all of Egypt
is attributable to the firm cooperation between the drug combatting apparatus on
the national level and the forces of the border guards, "the first line of de-
fense,' on whom the Ministry of the Interior relies to stop drug smuggling.
Very, very large quantities have been seized, especially in recent months." He
added: '"This is in addition to the major efforts by the officers of the nar-
cotics units in Cairo and all of the governorates to follow scientific methods
and to arrest major drug dealers and smugglers, especially in the recent period,
which has had a very great influence on the disappearance of drugs and their
absence among the citizens."

I asked: "Do you expect some dealers, the 'little guys,' to resume their ac-
tivities after things calm down and the security and stability situation returns
to normal?"

Maj Gen Mamduh Salim Zaki replied: "I believe that the crime of dealing "2
drugs is a social crime which can be stopped for a time but then will reappear.
It is like any other crime which cannot be completely wiped out."

He added: 'However, it is very possible to put a stop to the activities of
smugglers and drug dealers, large or small, by scientific planning and other
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methods such as precise and constant monitoring of their activities, and also
supervision of other narcotic substances which can enter Egypt as 'drug
substitutes'”.

Addict is Weak Person

I asked the director of the narcotics agency: 'Do you believe that the drug ad-
dicts will stop taking or smoking hashish, opium, or other types of drugs in
light of the scarcity of these drugs?"

He said: "I would like to tell you that drug addicts are weak and cowardly
human beings who -innot keep themselves from using drugs. Therefore, if the
drugs are absent, they start to look for a substitute for this type of drug,
even 1if it 1s medication that contains certain types of drugs such as codeine,
which people take to relieve coughs. Thus, it is now being noted that there is
a major shortage of certain medicines in pharmacies, medicines which contain

codeine."
He added: "There are other types of substances which affect the mental state of
people or drug users such as methaqualone makston fort, which are smuggled

into Egypt from some European countries where they are produced. During the
past 9 months of this year, more than 188 kilograms of solid substances of these
types and 179,016 centimeters of liquid substances were seized."

Question: "Is Egypt considered a drug-consuming state?"

Answer: "Yes. The most widespread drug in Egypt is hashish, which is smuggled
into Egypt from Lebanon. In recent months, huge shipments have poured into
Egypt. More than 50 tons were seized during the past 9 months, the largest
quantity seized in the history of the narcotics apparatus. This indicates the
huge quantity of hashish produced in Lebanon and the intensity of the efforts
exerted to put an end to operations to smuggle it into Egypt. This is more than
four times the quantity of only 12 tons seized last year.

"As for opium, it is smuggled into Egypt from Turkey. In recent years, Egypt
has tried to foil the plan of Turkish smuggling rings to flood Egypt with opium
by concealing it in secret hiding places in cars shipped with some members of
the Turkish smuggling rings to Egyptian ports. When the Narcotics Agency checked
these attempts, the ring members resorted to individuals of other nationalities
(German and British). They were all apprehended, with the help of officers from
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency. They passed themselves off as American diplo-
mats and were able to mingle with the smugglers and make them believe that they
were willing to help them smuggle drugs into Egypt."

The director of the Narcotics Agency said: '"There 1s something important that
I would like you to know. There is complete cooperation between the Narcotics
Agency in Egypt and its counterparts in America, England, Germany, Holland, Pak-
istan, and a large number of other European states. This cooperation played a
large part in arresting the rings of dangerous smugglers who were smuggling
hashish and opium in hiding places in luxury cars which were being shipped from
certain states to Egypt and, also, in secret compartments in luggage and shoes."
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Finally, I asked Maj Gen Mamduh Salim Zaki: "Can the state take advantage of
this climate in which drugs have disappeared and direct some young people toward
wholesome activities to divert them from such drugs?"

He replied: "There are two aspects to preventing the spread of drugs.

"The first is fighting them. That is complemented by prevention and treatment

by the various information media, such as television, the press, radio, movies,
ete,"

"If the media acted in solidarity and cooperated, with sound guidance from the

state, young people could be guided to sound ways to serve the nation and could

be prevented from turning to drugs or substitute pills which can cause mental and
nervous disorders and even death."
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IRAN

MORE THAN ONE TON OF HEROIN, OPIUM SEIZED
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 18 Jan 82 p 2
[Report by Col Bakhtegan, chief of the Antinarcotics Department]

[Excerpt] Officers of the Antinarcotics Department of the National Police of
the Islamic Republic of Iran [IRI] have seized more than one ton of heroin
and opilum,

Hojjateleslam Nateq-Nuri, minister of the interior, and Col Hejazi, chief of
the National Police of the IRI inspected the narcotics seized.

Colonel Bakhtegan, chief of the Antinarcotics Department, in regard to these
selzures, stated: 'This year, officers of this department have seired about
2,250 kilograms of heroin and morphine and 3,240 kilograms of opium and
hashish."” He added: 'The activities of this department in comparison to
the number of its personnel are tremendous."

While pointing out the inadequacies of this department, Col Bakhtegan said:
"The job of the personnel is 100 percent police work and sometimes strike-force
work, according to plans made in advance. As a matter of fact, we have control
from a distance, and we keep watch on the country's borders from here. And the
important thing about this 114 that in making these massive seizures we do not
have many casualties, so that during this period of activities we have suffered
only one casualty along with several persons shot and wounded~-and that was due
to their own lack of experience. Every time these consignments change hands,
more than 30 armed men accompany the shipments, whereby our officers are faced
with certain dangers."

Regarding the distribution of narcotiecs in Iran, Col Bakhtegan said: '"This
problem has several causes, one of which is lack of control at the borders—-
whether air, water or land--as if we were leaving the faucet turned on and
then trying to collect the water coming out of it; and this is very difficult!
Instead of this, we should turn off the faucet completely so the water would
not flow out, We should destroy the source of the heroin. Another difficulty
consists of the 2 million Afghan refugees whom, even at the best, we would say
that 200,000 of them are smugglers who play a very active role in smuggling
narcotics into Iran.”
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"Another problem i{s unemployment which causes a number of people to engage
in smuggling in order to support their families; for this work is very
profitable. On the Afghan border, a kilogram of heroin sells for 1 million
rials, and when this heroin reaches Tehran, it is sold for about 20 million
rials retail, that is, after being augmented with various additives.

"Yet another problem is the war imposed by Iraq, which has engaged most of
our law-enforcement organizations. We hope that the war will end soonest
with victory for us and that these forces can handle the narcotics problem.”

In another part of his remarks, Col Bakhtegan said: "In order to combat this
ruinous plague, we have submitted plans to the authorities which, unfortunately,
have not been carried out. Narcotics are not a traditional crime but an
international crime. All smugglers conduct a certain kind of operation on a
worldwide level, and their job is to destroy human societies.”

Colonel Bakhtegan then said: "Officers of Team Eight of this department, in
connection with these seizures, have arrested four international smugglers.
[see photo] One of these smugglers is Haj Abdolghani Kamalzahi, known as

Haj Allahdad, who has a force of more than 5,000 men; and for 20 years the
police officers had not been able to arrest him. Another one is Naser Soltani
who had been active in this field for a long time; and two Afghan persons

were also among them; their names are Seyyed Hasan Madares and Bank Lalmir.
They had been bringing narcotics into Iran and smuggling out gold bars."

Four International Smugglers Arrested, With Narcotics Seized

Shown from left to right:
Haj Abdolghani Kamalzahi (also known as Haj Allahdad), leader of the band;

Naser Soltani;

Seyyed Hoseyn Madares; and

Bank Lalmir. 51
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IRAN

BRIEFS

YEAR'S NARCOTICS SEIZURES TOTALED--Tehran, Jan 13 (IRNA)--Last year, 13,456 kgs
of various kinds of narcotics were seized by the Anti-Narcotics Squad of the
Islamic Revolutionary Public Prosecutor's Office. From this amount 922 kgs
were destroyed and the remainder was used for medical purposes. The Anti-
Narcotics Squad of the Islamic Revolutionary Public Prosecutor's Office also
destroyed 644 kgs of various kinds of medically worthless narcotics during
the three past months. These narcotics included 469 kgs of hashish, 34 kgs

B boled opium and 113 kgs of other uscless narcotics. Meanwhile, a large number
of published materials judged to be contrary to public morals and also

40,000 opium smoking pipes were destroyed. [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL
in English 14 Jan 82 p 2]
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ISRAEL

BRIEFS

HEROIN DATA--About 14 kg of pure heroin were seized in Israel in 1981. This

- was reported by the police inspector general. He said that the police have
difficulty coping with the trade and smuggling of this drug since no complaints
reach the police. Inspector General Arye Ibtzan was speaking in Netanya.
[Text] [TA200742 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 20 Jan 82]

HEROIN SEIZED--This week one of Tel Aviv's largest drug smuggling gangs was
uncovered by the police. A large amount of heroin apparently purchased in
Turkey was seized. Its value is reported to be 8 million shekels. [TA200742
Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 20 Jan 82 p 4 TA]
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- SOUTH AFRICA

BRIKFS

COCAINE HAUL--A 27-year-old Cape Flats man has been arrested by police and is
expected to appear in the Cape Town Magistrate's court this morning in connec-
tion with 8.64 g of cocaine, worth R10,000, seized by police on Wednesday.
Brigadier Dries van den Heever, Divisional CID Chief for the Western Cape,
said yesterday drugs like cocaine "are becoming a problem' in Cape Town,
because they have enormous value on the black market. [Text] [Johannesburg
RAND DAILY MAIL in English 15 Jan 82 p 3]

DAGGA PATCHES--Middelburg--The Lowveld narcotics squad, in a 10-day swoop,
cleared 150 dagga patches, spotted from the air. Altogether 95,000 plants,
some more than two metres high, were found in the Baberton, Nelspruit, White
River and Hoedspruit mountains. The dagga was estimated to be worth more
than R100,000 and weighed 4,000 kg. In addition, the two squads found

37 illegal stills, and 11,000 1 of illicit liquor were destroyed.--SAPA
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 26 Jan 82 p 2]
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NETHERLANDS

ROTTERDAM PORT EXPECTS INCREASE IN HEROIN SMUGGLING
Rotterdam HET VRIJE VOLK in Dutch 13 Jan 82 p 17

[Text] Rotterdam--Customs in the Rotterdam port fear a hefty

increase in heroin smuggling in the coming months. They base

this fearful prediction on information about a very rich poppy
harvest in the Golden Triangle, an area in Thailand, Burma and
Campuchea.

Last year the customs only intercepted 7 kilos of heroin. H.M. Huisman, head of
the Rotterdam Customs detective service: "That is because last year the heroin
was imported mainly from Turkey, and that route runs overland. For smuggling from
the Far East, on the other hand, Rotterdam is a prominent port of entry and exit."

The seven kilos of heroin is presumed to be only 10 percent of the total quantity
which passed through the port last year. Customs, which is prepared for the coming
of the new wave of heroin, hopes to catch a few more kilos this year, which will
also be assumed to be only 10 percent. In fact, the inspectors at the port have
nothing more to go on than their own "finger-tip feeling."

"Certainly not every container gets opened," says Huisman. Even though not much of
the highly addictive heroin is intercepted, a great deal of illegally imported
luxury goods such as hash and marijuana are found. Customs caught a total of 3890
kilograms of hash and 1362 kilograms of marijuana last year.

Customs detective Huisman: "I am surprised each time at the inventiveness of the
smugglers. Still, it all does come down to the same thing: making room in
"normal' articles in which you can hide your goods. We are currently encountering
hash and marijuana, particularly that which comes from Ghana and Columbia, fre-
quently in loads of household goods.

The special attention of customs is accorded to such apparently common articles as
televisions, furniture and packages of dried shrimp. In the case of the 10 kilos

of marijuana which was recently found in the arms and backs of cane chairs from
Ghana, it was the high freight bill which raised the suspicions of customs.
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NORWAY

TWELVE ARRESTED IN LARGEST-EVER AMPHETAMINES SEIZURE
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 7 Jan 82 p 3
[Article by Knut Johnsen]

[Text] Twelve persons have been put in prison and a million
kroner's worth of narcotics confiscated in Langangen. There are
two Finnish narcotics wholesalers with quarters in Skien who

have now been uncovered, and swedish police are working under
great pressure to break through to the source of the amphetamines.

The two Finns played a reckless game for months, with the police at close range.
It is unknown how much amphetamine and possibly heroin they managed to sell off
while they could still stay on top of the game.

Courts on E 18

The whole thing came apart at Christmas when the investigators got tips that the
Finns were getting their supplies by the use of courts and hiding places on E 18.
Six armed policemen took the 2 Finns by surprise at Langangen on 22 December--
after several days of standing watch. It was learned later that the Finnish
couriers, who had been sent out from Sweden, had put half a kilogram of ampheta-
mine away in a hiding place on the Lillegard cliffs. The hiding place was dis-
closed after the couriers had been imprisoned in Sweden between Christmas and

New Year's, The police could then get the drugs--the biggest seizure of ampheta-
mines ever made here in Norway.

Big Fishes

The Swedish press is still saying nothing about the affair, because the police

- there are planning carly arrests and raids. The Skien police describe the two
arrested Finns as big in narcotics, but hope that still bigger fish will wind up
in the net.

At a press conference in Skien yesterday the police indicated that the Finns
realized that they were being pursued by the police, and managed several times
to get away in fast cars,

The Finns have made big money on their narcotics business in the Grenland areas.
But they themselves claim that they got rich on gambling winnings and hard work.
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NORWAY

BRIEFS

NARCOTICS STOLEN FROM PHARMACY--Tromsg (NTB)--In a break-in at Renen pharmacy in
Tromsp the night of Tuesday and Wednesday [5-6 January], the thieves took all
the pharmacy had in the way of narcotics, including morphine in ampoules and
opium in drops and tablets. The narcotic substances were kept in a safe which
was broken open., The thieves also took 10,000 kroner from the safe. [Text]
[0slo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 7 Jan 82 p 2] 8815
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