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NATIONAL FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE BOARD

NFIC/NFIB-3.2/7
8 December 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR NATIONAL FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE COUNCIL

FROM : Walter Elder
Executive Secretary

SUBJECT : Statement by the President on Executive Orders
12333 and 12334

1. The Deputy Director of Central Intelligence requests that the
attached statement by the President be given the widest practicable
circulation within the Intelligence Community.

2. The DDCI notes that this statement contains support, direction,
and guidance of value to all intelligence professionals.

Attachment
As Stated

T
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Attachment to

NFIC/NF18-1,2/7
THE WHITE HOUSE 8 December 198)

Offioe of the Press Secretary

aﬂ\- W o December 4, 1981

- STATEMENT BY TEE PARSIDENT

To¢u¥ lan xanuln’ tvo Bxecutive Orders, one to goverp
the activities of our ntollls:noo sgencies and one to 4
reestabdlish the Intolll!onco eraight Board, which works

to insure that our intelligence activities are lawful, These
Orders are designed to provide Aserioa's intelligence community
with clearer, more positive guidance and to resmove the aurs

of suspicion and mistrust that can hobdle our Nation's
intelligence efforts.

This aotion 1s consistent with my promise in the campaign
to revitalize Amerioca's intelligence systea. The American
people are well aware that the seourity of their oountr{ ..
and in an cto of terroriss, their personal safety as well --
is tied to the strength and efficlency of our fntelligence-
gathering organisations.

These Orders have been carefully drafted -- in oonsultation
with the intelligence comai:.tees of Doth houses of the Congress --
to maintain the legal protection of sll American oititens.

They also give our intelligence professionals clear guidelines
within which to do their difficult end essential Jod. Contrar,
to a distorted image that emerged during the last decads,

there is no inherent oconfliot between the intalligence ocommunity
ané the rights of our oitizens. Indeed, the purpose of the
fintelligence oommunity §is the protection of our people.

This §s not to say mistakes were never sade and that
vigilance against abuse is unnecessary. But an approach that
enphasizes suspicion and mistrust of our own intelligence
efforts can undersine this Nation's adbility to confront the
inocreasinug challon,o of espionage and terrorism. This is
particularly true in a world {n whioch our adversaries pay
no heed to the ooncerns for individual rights and freedoms
that are so important to Americans and their government.

As we move into the 1980's, we Deed to free ourselves from
the negative attitudes of the past and look to meeting the
needs of the country.

To those who view this ohange of direction with suspicion,
let me assure you that while I ooccupy this office, no intel-
ligence agency of the United States, or any other agency for
that matter, will de giver the authority to violate the rights
and 1iberties guaranteed to all Americans bty our Constitution
and lavs. The provisions of these Executive Orders make this
adundantly eclear.

Most Americans realite that intelligence is a good and
necessary profession to which high caliber men and women
dedicate their lives. We respect thea for their honoradble
ané often perilous service to our Nation and the cause of
freedon, or all our technological advances, the gathering
of information and its analysis depend finally on husman
Judgment; and good judgaent depends on the experience,
lnto{rlty. and professionaliss of those who serve us in the
intelligence community.

(OVER)
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Attachment to
* NFIC/NF1B-1,2/7
F 8 Decesber 1961

Lot us never forget that good intelligence saves
American lives and proteots our freedoa. ¢ loyalty and
selflessness of our intelligence oomamunity during hard times
are toutllon{ to its commitaent to the pripoiples on which
our country 1s based. I have faith in our {mislligence
professionals and expect eaoh and ovor{ one of thea to live
Up to the Ldeals and standards set by these Bxzecutive.Orders.

N L |‘..',‘l

These Orders obarge our intelligence agenoies to be ' ¢

vigorous, innovative, and responsiole in the colleotfon of - .
‘cacourate and timely lnfornltton == information essential gxr

the oonduot of our tor0£sn polioy snd orucial to our natibfial

3afety. The couatry needs this service and is willing to

allocate the resources necessary to do the jodb right.

It 18 not enough, of course, simply to colleot informatior.

Thoughtful analysis 1s vital to sound deocision-making. The

0al of our intelligence aralysts ocan bc nothing short of

he truth, even when that truth is unpleasant or uapopular.

1 have asked Zor honest, objective analysis, and I shall expect
nothing less. When there {» disagreemsent, as thers often

is, on the difficult questions of our time, I expeoct those
bonest differences of view to de fully expressed.

These Orders ltltulaeo that special attention be given
to detecting and ooun orlnf the espionage and other threats
that are direoted by hostile intelligence services against
us at home and abroad. These hostile services respeot none
of the liberties and rights of privacy that these Orders
protect. Certainly the sase oan be safd of international
terrorists, who present another important srea of concarn
and responsidility for our intelligence professionals.

I want to stress that the prisary job of the CIA is to
conduct intelligence aotivities overseas and to desl with
certain forefgn persons who come into this eountr{. The 781
takes primary responsibility for seourity activities within
the United States, directed sgainst hostile foreigners and
thoss Americans who seek to do damage to our national seourity.

These Orders do not alter this basic division of ladbor;
they reaffirs it. rhng 8ls0 encourage the fullest possidle
cooperation among the CIA, the PBI and other agenofes of the
intelligence community as they seek to deal with fundamental
challenges to our national seourity = ochallenges that respect
neither national boundaries nor oitisenship.

As these Exeoutive Orders are fssued, I again want to
oexpress -{ respect and adairation for the men and women of
our intelligence comaunity: They run the risksj tho‘ bear
the tensions; they serve in silence. They cannot fu iy de
thanked in pudliec, but I want thea to know that their jod
is vital and that the Aserican people, and their Presi ent,
are profoundly grateful for what they do.

N
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CENTRAL INTELLICENCE ACENCY

Orrics Or Tux Drxrury Dinccron

‘ 7 December 1981

\
¥
NOTE FOR: Executive Secreta?ﬁ%l“‘

The DDCI requested that the attached
statement by the President on the two new
Executive Orders be given the widest reasonable
circulation across the Intelligence Commmity.
He specifically asked thut:

1) Walt Elder circulate this state-
ment as an NFIB document with a note
explaining the DDCI's request for
wide circulation; and

2) Within CIA this statement be
published in a way to achieve the
broadest distribution including to
our overseas elements,

The DDCI noted that in this statement there is
suwpport, direction, and guidance of value to all
intelligence professionals.

If there is anything I can do to assist you,
please let me know.

Attachment
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