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DOCUMERTATION -

‘ Ehgmgﬁﬁlggﬁy;said that the final versions of informal working papers
Nos. 1~13 were not yet available in all working langueges, It was hoped, however,
that they would be eirculated to all delegations by 29 August at the latest.

He understood that it was the consensus of the Committee that the informel
working papers should be incorporated into a single document with an index, & general
introduction and explanatory notes,

It wvas g0 decided,

The CHAIRMAN said that it would not be possible to issue the consolidated
document &t the Conference, but it would be aveiluble through the normal channels in
New York in September and would be sent to the delegations which were not Members
of the United Naticns, —

STATEMENT ON THE WORK OF THE COMMITIEE (A/CONF,62/C.2/L.85)

Mr. NANDAN (Ropporteur) said that the statement on the Committee’s work
(A/CONF.62/C,2/L,85) reflected the decision by the Conference to prepare a concise,
factual and non-controversial statement of the work of each of the main Committees.
It did not attempt to deal with the substance of the issues before Committee or
record the views expressed on them,

In order to reflecé the decision taken by the Committee at the beginning of the
meeting, the following paragrapnh would be included at the end of section IV:

"The Committee at its h6th meeting on 28 Angust 19Th decided to
consolidate the 13 informal working papers into a single working document,
vhich will form a basis for its fusture work. This document is contained
in annex 1",

The other two aunexes referred to in section VIL of document A/CONF.62/C.2/L.85
would be inserted gfter the close of the session. The list of documents would refer
to the sponsor, title and symbol of each document submitted., The index to the
sumary records wou;d refer for cach meeting to the appropriate summary records,
agends, item and list of speekers participating in the discussion,

Details such as the number of meetings would be inserted at the end of the
session,

/oon
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(Mr, Nandan, Repporteur)

dwo Tootw-notes had been omitted from page i of the statement: the first read
"A/CONF62/8R,2";  the second, "A/CONYF,62/3R.T". The first foot-note on page 9
should refer to SR.6, not SR.T.

In the rreparation of the cetatement, he hwq not veen able to consult with as
many delegations as he would have wiched, but he was grateful to the members of the

Committee who had given him neny lelpful suggestions and conments,

Me, WARIOBA (Tonzanis) said that the decision to prepare the kind of
statement now before the Commithee had been taken at a secret meeting of the plenary
Conferende ey which his delegation had not been able to give its views, He wished
to plece on record a Tormal reservation to the effect that the statement did not
reflect what had been done st Caracas., Delegations had not come to Caracas to
prepare a report on en agenda, Ghe organization of work or documeantation, a report
which devoted less than o page to the 10 weeks of serious work. The Committee and
the ConTerence should give the worlid a d tailed account of what had been achieved,
showing that Trogress had been mode towards agreenant, The stavement gave the

impression that the Conference had been a failure, which was not the case,

¢@°m§§§. 3 (Chile) and My, TREDINKICK (Bolivia) endorsed the comments
mede by the representative of r"a wania and entered formel rescrvations atout the

statenment, "

ey
it

Mr. KIOTS (Fedeval Republic of Cermeny) said thak his delegation did not
share the pessimistic vieyw which had been expressed about the statement, He quoted
section VI which stated that the Committee had completed an essential phase of its
vork and bad mede sigaificent progress. The pessimistic delegations skould bring

that point to the atteution of the public,

the CHATRMAN said that it would not be in order for the Commitiee to reopen
a debate on the decision taken in the plenary, with which the Rapporteur had complied.
He suggested that the Committee should tske note of the statement on its work.

It was so decided,

Joos

Approved For Release 2002/04/01 : CIA-RDP82S00697R000300040044-5

»



'} '3 .
gggg?gﬁ%p@rb%/é?l’gﬁ Release 2002/04/01 : CIA-RDP82S00697R000300040044-5

Page L

The CHAIRMAN said that there were a number of personal comments he wished
to make abous the work of the Committes,® The Secord Comaittse had been given the
task of considering some of the most compiex and controversial is of the
Conference, a task rendered more aifficuls by the fact that less progress had been
ma@e in the preparatory work on the items involved than on those sllocated to the
other mein Committees, The spproach sdopted to overcome the lag kad bean useful
tecause the discussions had provided e betiver understanding of the interests snd
aspirations of the participatin5 States, The main treands that had emerged in the
form of proposals submitted to the United Netions Sea-Bed Committee and at the
Conference itself had been summwerized in 13 informel working papers. Those working
bapers, most of which had reached their “inal version, were the coliective work of
the Commitiee and would be consolidated in a single text. Togebher with the various
proposals submitted and the summary records, they provided an over-all picturs of
the work of the Comuitiee at the sess lon, With the limitations and reservations to
be irdicated in the genersl introduction and with the explanatory nohes, bhe
document faithfully reflected the main positions on gquestions of substance. The
document should serve as a reference and also as & basis and sta"tlng~p01nt for the
future work of the Committee., It would be senseless %o repeat the process that had
brought the Committee 4o that stege.

It was unfortunate that time > had allowed a second reading only of the paper
relating to item 2, territorial sea, in the eﬁamlnatﬂon of items regrouped in
accordance with the degrse of effinity between them, There was an obvious need for
fermal and informal conversations and negotiations at all levels in the interval
before the next session so as to reduce the number of alternative texts of draft
articles, He hed sbandoned the ides of undertaking the tesk himself out of
deference to’scme delegations that had felt such a ste ep might be prcma ure and
might compromise the success of future work.

Some of the results of the work of the Committee could not be reduced to
figures or reflected adequotely in records, reports or other documents, Llthough no
decision on substantive issues hed been taken at the session, and not a single
article of the future Jenvention had been adoried, the perticipating Stetes knew
. perfectly well which positions enjoyed support and which nad not made hecdway.
Despite the fact that the peper sunmieing up the main trends did not indicate the

sSuUnD E -1 e e v 3 ’ ) .
5 PLOrF they commanded, it was easy for anyone who had followed the Committec's work

3

*  Subseguently issued as document A/COUT,62/C,2/1.85.
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(The Chairman)

closely to discern the outline of the future Convention. FEach State had establiShEd
its posgition in general terms, therchy laying the foundation for negotiation based on
en objective and realistic evaluation of the relative strecgth of the differen
opinions. The idea of a tervitorial sea of 12 miles and an exclugive economic zone
beyond the territorial sen up to e total maximum distance of 200 nmiles was the
keystone of the compromise golution Tavoured by the majority of States ParthIBlenﬁ
in the Coaference, slthough acceptance of the idea waa of course dependent on the
satisfactory resolution of other is sues, such es passage through straits used for
internationsl navigation, the outermost limit of the coatinental shelf and the
aspirations of the land-locked and obher gecgraphically disadvanteged countries, and
there were etill differences of opinion over the nature and characteristies of the '
concept of the exclusive ecconomic zone, Substantisl progress had been nade on all
the issues involved and the foundation_had beeﬁ>laid for negotiations during the
interszessioral period end at the next sesgion of the Conference.

The fundeiental reason why the Second Committee had not achieved all that had
been hoped was that the bases necessaxy for arviving abt spec itic agreements on
important and complex iscues did not exist. The goivtion sought reguired a slow
process of reflection and study, Much headwvay had been made at Caracas, and the

cond Committee had worked gober 1y and constructively,

o

T =y )
My, THLLC. ’MLXLCO) made o feymal request for the substantive part of the

Ch ..'1 Zi. ) i
adrman's statement to be reproduced as an snnex o document - £/COBT . £2/Ca2/Le85.

lir. GALINDO POHL (11 Selvador), speaking on behalf of the group of Letin

Awerican countries, sald that the Cernces sess ion would b2 sesn as a dezeisive sted
in the search Tor a new law of the sea., What had bzen achieved in Caracas would be
the foundatioca for the wovk of the Geneva session. The reccrds of the session did

not show all that had been done; the informal work had been extremely useful, There

was every reason to be optimistic ebout the outecone of the Conference,

. .
Mp, PANUTONG (Thailand), speaking on behalf of the group of Asian
..,“ . ‘ R - 1, «3 ) H
countries, said that the work of the whole Conference dependsd on the work done in
T ey vy he e . . .
the Second Comaittee. The fsian countries were confident about the future work

of the Conference.

, ,
/oou
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Mr. DOUX (Trance), speeking ag Chairman of the group of Western
Furopean and other countries and also on vehalf of the European bcﬂnomjc
Community, said that the Comnittee had had to desl. with the movre comPleX and
delicete issues of the Confeyence. Moreover, there had been less preparatboiy work
on its agenda %than on those of the other two Comnittees. It was gratifying that
the Committee had succeeded in overcoming those hendicaps and had nade definite

Progress.,

Mr. APDEL HAMID (Egypt), speaking on behalf of the group of African

countries, said that the delegations of those countries were satisfied that the
Committee was pursuing the pright course for succes SfUL negotiations leading to a

new order in the international law of the sea.

Mr. PISK (Czechoslovakia), bpcaklav'on behalf of the Eastern Furopean
countries, said that the Committee had made positive progress on nearly all the
. " hd o v o
‘issues on its agenda. It now had a set of documents on the basis of which progress

could be made ab the next session.

Mr. CISSE (Senegal) endorsed the comments of the Egyptlan representative.
The African couatries were ssbisfied that a sound basis hed been laid for the next

session.

Mr. TARCICIL (Yemen), speaking on behalf of the group of Arab countries,

said that it was particulsrly sratifying that the Cha ipman of the Committee came

3

L1
A nal G AN
from a country which had much in common with them - especia aliy o warm clirete and

oil.

Mr ROSTITNE (Isracl) said that although the results of the Comn pittee's
work might not fully meet the Cheirman's hopes and expe ctations, they should not
be underestimoted. The Commitlec had overcome all its initial disadventages and

had prepared the basis for centinuving its work.

My, STEVENSON (United States of America) said that the Committee was to be

congratulated on having trensformed a mass of draft articles into a series of clear
and rationsal working papers which would give Governments a true picture of the
alternative treaty texts. His delegation hoped to sign the treaty in Caracas next

summer.

_ Jeos
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congratilations to the Chairman snd officers of the Committee and to the

Searcstarist,

, Mr. DIALLO (Guinea) expressed concern at a report on the radic that more
than 150 covntries represented at the Conference had already optsd for the 12-mile
territorial see and the economic zone. The Chairman hed made a comment to the same
effect in his informsl staiemenﬁ. He did not know the basis for the information,
and in any case the Chairmen's statement, being a personal one, should not be
appended to document ASCONF.62/C.2/L.85,

‘ The facts were that the 200-2ile territorisl zone wes supported by more than
20 African end Latin American countiyies and it was hoped that the figure would be
more than & hundred by the next session. A cowmititee of Afreizen, Asisn and Latin
American countries had been Formed that dsy under the chairmanship of Ecuador,
Those third world countries understood.that.in fact the economic zone, of which
they had expected 50 much, was meaningless. The only elternative was a 200-mile
territorial zone. They were ready +o co-operale but not to support a cystem which
vould mortgege their naticnal tersitory. Some African combries vere prepared to
sell themselves for dollars, The true African countries were the revolutionary

ones, the countries of tomorrow, which supported the 200-mile territorisl zone.

¥

The CHATRMAN said that press or radic reports should not be teken es

rosnel, His statament was s pergonal one and in no way eangaged the Commitiee.

Mr, VALENCIA ROLDRIGURZ (Douador) strongly endorsed the views expressed by

~Yres 5o o ey e . s . - Y +

the representative of Cuinea with regard to the growing trend in favour of a
4 exrnac) ey - oo . - . ' .
verritorial sea of 200 miles snd also with regard to the inappropriateness of
arnexing the Chairman's statement to document A/CONF.62/C.2/L.85.

-

Mp, ZEGERS (Chile) proposed, in order to avoid confliect, that the

2 o ¥ e oy e : . Y “ .
Chairman's statement should be issued as a separate document of the Commirttec.

Me. CIESE (Senegal), speaking in his capacity as Chairmen of the African
grouy, said that the heads of State of the OAU had not yet made any definitive
pronouncement on the breadth of the territorial sea. The 0AY would have to wait and
see what kind of rEgime for the cconomic zone was likely before being able to

formqlate a final position on the territorial sea of 200 miles.

/eon
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(Mr. Cisse, Senegal)

His country for its pert was willing to accept the 1l2-mile territorial sea on
the conditicn that the economic zone wes not stripped of all meening.

Mr. LRIAS SCHREIBER {Pevu) wondered whether the Chairman's stabtement was

an accurate reflection cf the work of the Committes, especilally in the light of the
statenents which had just been mede. Apparently the Africen countries had nob
resched a specific agreement on the question of the econcmic zons and there wes
5211 a division of opinions in the Commitbee on that item. The case wes not yat

closed.

Any r&gime vhich did not provide for the sovereign rights of the coastal State
in its economic zome would be far rewoved from the original intenticans of the
suthors of thet concept end would leave no obher alternestive but a territorial sea
of 200 miles. he resvected the Chairwen's right to an opinion which differed from
hiw own but, as Far as he was concerned, the Chairman's corments on the economnic

zone and tervitorial ses were subject to meny qualifications.

Mr. BIEICA (Kenya), supported by Mr. ARAIM {Iraq), seid that the Chairman

3

hzd been careful to point ouwd that his statewent consisted of his personal
observations. Thearefore issuing it Bs an official text of the Comnittee would not
prejudice_the position of any delegation with regard to the territorial ses or the
econonic zone, The Raﬁporteur's statement on ¥he work of the Commitbee was reslly
only a skeleton revort and without the Chairmen's statement many delegations would
have trouble follewing the debate which had teken place in the Coumitiee. The
Chairmen's staterent should be reproduced as a Tormal document of the Cormittee and
n the event that eny objections were raised hig delegation would insist upon the

application of the relevant provisions of the rules of procedure.

The CHATRMAN ackacwledged that a formal proposal had been made by the

representative of Kenya end underlined that he had made his earlier statement in
his personal capacity as Chalrman of the Committee If there were no objections,
he would take 1y that the proposal was adopted,

It was so decided.

/oon
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The CUAIRMAN thanked the representatives of the regionsal groups for thein
tributes to him and to the officers of the Committes. He expresscd his own
appreciation to the Committce's officers and the personnel of the Secretariat for
their contribuiion to the work of the Conference, On bhehalf of the Covernueat of
Venezuvele he thanked all those who had expressed their appreciation of the

hospitality of the Venezuelan pecple and Government.

The meeting vose at 6.35 p.m.
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