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SUBJECT: U, S, MARIT IME B UNDARIESD
1, SUMMARY: ON NOVEMBER 33 1976, THE USG WILL ANNOUNCE THE

LATERAL LIMITS OF ITS FISHERY roNSERVATION ZONE AND
CONTINENTAL SHELF IN BOUNDARY AREAS WITH CANADA. US3
ACTION HAS BEEN PREC IP ITATED BY CANADIAN PUBLICATION ON
NOVEMBER 1 OF ITS LIMITS WITH THE U+sSe THE TWO ANNCUNCE=-
MENTS CREATE AREAS 0F OVERLAPPING CLAIMS, :PARTICULAFLY

IN THE IMPORTANT GEORGES BANK FISHING AREA IN THE GULF OF
MA INE, THE PURPQSE OJF USG ANNOUNCEMENT Is TO PROTECT ITS
RIGHTS AND THOSF OF ITS NATIONALS IN THE AREAS 0F QOVER=-
LAPPING CLAIMS, THE USG ANNOCUNCEMENT IS NOT INTENDED TO
INDICATE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE USG WILL HANDLE MARITIME
BOUNDARIES WITH OTHER NZIGHBORS, NOR DOES IT DESCRIBE THE
QUTER LIMI T OF THE FISHERY CONSERVATION 2ONE., FOLLOWI NG
ANNQUNCEMENT AT NOON NOVEMBER 3, INFORMATION IN PARAS, 2=-3
MAY BE TREATED AS UNCLASSIFIED FOR USE ON CONTINGENCY BASIS
IN ANSWERING GOVERNMENT, PRESS gR OTHER INQUIRIES. END
SUMMMR Y, -

2., USG AND CANADA HAVE FOR PAST YEAR BEEN EMBARKED ON
LEGAL DISCUSSIONS AMND NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING QUR FOUR
LATERAL MARITIME BJUNDARIES: IN THE GULF OF MAINE AREA,
IN THE BEAUFORT SEA IN THE ARCTIC, IN DIXON ENTRANCE
BETWEEN A_ASKA AND BRITISH COLUMBIA, ANL OFF THE STRAIT

OF JUAN DE FUCA BETWEEN WASH INGTON STATE AND ALASKA,

WHILE SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, IT HAS NOT BEEN
POSSIBLE TO RESOLVE THE MAIN ISSUES, PARTICULARLY TH:
ISSUE OF JURISDICTION QVER THE NOITHERN ONE-THIRD OF
GEQRGES BANK IN THE GULF OF MAINE AREA, BEFORE THE C)IVERNe
MENT OF CANADA FOUND ITSELF LEGAL.Y REQUIRED TO PUBL SH
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THE EXTENT 0F ITS FISHERY Z0NE, BECAUSE gF THE CANA DI AN
PUBLICATION OF AN EQUIDISTANT LINE ACROSS GEORGES BANK,
AND OTHER LINES WHICH DIFFER FrgM U.sS, CLAIMED JURIS=
DICTION, THE USG HAS DETERMINED THAT IT IS OBLIGED IN
ORDER T0 PROTECT ITS LEGAL RIGHTS AND THE RIGHTS gF ITs
NATI ONALS, TO PUT ITS CLAIM To ALL OF GEORS®ES BANK (BASED
ON NATURAL PROLONGATION AND SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
INCLUDING CONCAVIYY OF THE COAST AND CoASTAL PROPORT]ION=
ALITY) AND ITS CLAIMED OTHER MARITIME BOUNDARIES WITH
CANADA ON THE PUBLIC REGCORD AT THIS TIME,

30 A THESE JR ISP T IONAL 4S SERT IONS CoULD CQMPL ICAT E
THE JOINT EFFORT To FIND A MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION,
THE TWO GOVERNMENTS ARE TAKING MEASURES Tn ASSURE TH AT
THE ASSERTION OF JuURISDICTION IN THESE AREAS UNDER
NEGO TI AT 10N DOES. NOT PREJUDICE T H CONTINUING NE GO TI AT IgN
OF A PERMANENT SOLUTION., BOTH GOVERNMENTS ARE COMMITTED
TO CONTINUE ACTIVE AND SERIQUS NEGOTIATIONS ON MARITIME
BOUNgARIES AND ARE NEGOTIATING INTERIM FISHERIES ARF ANGE =
MENTS,

4, FOR MOSCOW AND NASSAUS THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE UNITED

MARITIME BOUNDARY WITH HOST COUNTRY, CANADA, HOW=

EVER, HAD LEGAL REQUIREMENT Tg PUBLISH BOUNDARY 62 DAY S

IN ADVANCE 0F JANUARY 1 EFFECTIVE DATE OF ITS FISHERY

ZONE AND THAT RJBLICATION CONFLICTED WITHIU.,S, BOU NDIARY
POSITION, ACCORDINGLY, USG BELIEVED IT NECESSARY TC PUT
ITS POSI TI ON ON RECORD, :

5. FORMEXICO CITY: TQDAY'S ACTION IN RESPECT OF CANADA
HAS NO BEARING ON MARITIME BOUNDARIES BETWEEN US ANI
MEXICO. DEPARTMENT AND MEXICAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFF ICIALS
HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH VIEW TOWARD EXPEDITING AGREf MENT
ON TEXTS oF NOTES Tg BE EXCHANGED ON MARITIME BOUND/RIES,
USG DOES NOT INTEND TO MAKE PUBLIC POSITION ON MARI™ IME
BOUNDARIES WITH MEXICO BEFORE SUCH EXCHANGE OF NOTES,

s  FOR NASSAU: RECENT CABLES FROM EMBASSY HAVE BEEN VERY
HELPFUL IN FOCUSING DEPARTMENT ATTENTIGN ON US=-BAHANMIAN
MARITIME BOUNDARY ISSJES, GOB SHOULD BE ASSURED THAT USG
WILL NOT PUBLIJSH COORDINATES oF ITS BOUNDARIES WITH THE
BAJAMAS UNTIL SUG TIME AS AN EFFORT 4 AS BEEN MADE 71
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RESOLVE THIS MATTER ON

A _MUTUALLY COOPERATIVE BASIS. FYl=

DEPARTMENT 1S AC=JVELY STUDYING US BOUNDARY PgSIT]ON AND

WILL ADVISE YOU QF QUR
=END FYI,

INITIAL THINKING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,

7 FOR MOSCOW:!: FYI=DEPARTMENT IS BEGINNING DETAILED
CONSIDERATION OF BOUNDARY ISSUES WITH USSR WHICH MIGHT
ARISE IN CONNECTION WITH A FISHERY AGREEMENT WITH SQOVIETS,

DE PARTMENT REALIZES T

IS DIFFICULT To COMMENT WITHUT

BACKGROUND BUT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY EMBASSY VIEWS ON
SOVIET THINKING ON US«SOoVIET Mar IT IME BOUNDARIES ,=~END FY I,

ROBINSON
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