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S4TURDLY Mereh 6th, 1948

Marshall plan for Egypt and
the 11iddlc Baste.

Under the above hoadline, Akhbar E1 Yom, tho pro-
governmont wockly, publishos a story Writton by its Washing-
ton corwcspondent, Georgo Williams, din which he
says: "I lecarnocd from o well-inforued source that the liiddle

Bost would benefit in the near futurc from a plan similar

State D

to the Marshall plan for Europo. Although it was rumourcd

in the past that thce Middlo East might bo holpod by America,
this is tho first timc tho rumour has boen confirmod officiale-
lys, It iz undoerstood in Washington that 1t may be woelks or
rionths beforc the U.8. government tekos a definite stop in
this mattor, but thorc is oveory indication that Washington
wiil soon put the plan into cffoct.

"Tho official Anmoriecan cirelos arc well awarc that
tho Cormwunist influcnce 1s incrcasing rapidly in somc countrics
of the Middle Rast and that it will continuc to inercasc
unloss somothing is donc to chock it. Thoy alsc lknow thatb
ignorance, poverty, and discasc in the Middle East malcc this
region a suitable placce for communism to sow its sccds.
They beliove that no action which may bo taken to combatb,
cormunism is offcetive unless somoe definito stops arc takon
to combat poverty,; ignoroncc, and discasc first,

nilthouzh the U.8. govornnent asked the Congress to
eoprove the cxponditurce of 16 billion dollars for the Marshall
plan, it is belicved that tho swm of moncy nocded- to holp
the Iiddlc East will only bo botwecen 2 and 3 billion dollars".

IE 100,000,00C for E;ypt.

Undor thc above hoadlino, jkhbar El Yom comments on .
tho above story by saying: Yiarshill plén would ncan, as far
as Egynt 18 concorned, that Bpypt would get from Amorica about
LZ 100,000,000 in the first ycar. This moncy will not bo
a loan but a gift. Egypt would roccivo the major part of
this monoy in the shepe of food, and agricultural-ond indus-
trinl mechinery, 4 smell part will be in cash.

"ic contactod Nokrashi Pasha :at & lato hour last
night to ask if hc rececived officicl nows from America cboutb
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the subjeet. He reoplicd that he kncw nothing about it,
ond rofuscd to make any comment,

hkhbar El_Yom's cditorial corment.

© Undcr the hcadline "We and the Marshall plen',” Akhbar
El Yom writcss: MIf the U.S. Statc Departmont succceds in
drowing up and putting into cffcet a Marshall plan for Egypt
and the Middle Bast, 2s our Vashington Corrcspondent says,
Ancrica would be doing hersclf, the world, and the Middle
‘East o scrvice. '

"No doubt, Egypt and the -Arab countrics wclcomec such
a plan if it is bascd on a desirc to holp thoem and not to
¢cxploit therm,., Poverty, ignorancc, and discasc, arc the natural
allics of cormunisn and combotting thesc threc cvils is tanta-
mount to combatting communism,. We know that such 2 plan would
bo- difficult to pass in the Congress, beecausc thorce arc sonc
nicn among Anericals lecaders who although very short-sishted
arc apperently so influcntial that they succcceded in neking
their government support the partition of Palcstine, and .
rojecct Bgypt's complaint ot tho Sceurity Council. The Zionists
“of Lmerica will opposc any plan by Marshaell for helping the
Arab countrics; right from tho start whilec it is still in the
cradle. They will bring pressurc to bear on the Lmerican
Stoto Departricnt to nake Lt deny that it intonds to put such
2 plaen into offcet in the 1iddlce East,. .

"Tho Arab countrlcs arc tho first line of -defencc.

- botween Commmunism and democracy,., Unless this linc is strong,
it will collapsc and domocracy will collapsc with its Thoe
Iiddle East is in offcct a vietim of democracy The wnolicy
of impcrialism and exploitation led to its povorty and woak-
ness.. Denocracy 1s t&stv but cannot be dig cstod by weak and

‘crpty stomachs.:

Mie do not wish to Bo too optlmlstlc. Politics taught
us not to belicve in promiscs and to suspoot averybody and
ovorything. We -thorefore wailt and scc.

At - Y T W T —— — e — A

Yemene
Intcresting s torics by ikhbar El Yom,
AL Misri, ond Mussamarat Al Gucib,

Undér the headlinc: Tho Yemenite government threatens
the League,, Akhbar El Yor publishcs a nessage recelved from
its corrcspondent in Jiddah in which he says that the scouts

~which weore sent by the-Arab League to Yemen to investigote the
situation thorc beforc the League sent its delogation vhich
included hzzam Paosha ond othor sonior Arabs, havo subniitted
their. report to Azzan Pasha at JLQduh. Tho Corrospovacnt
then gocs on to give the following résumé of the report in
qucstlon-¢ The Scnata govermicnt did not cnable the League
nission to visit the verious parts of Yemeon on the protext
thot there was danger of cttack against the members of-the
mission, . Scif il Hag Ibrahim was not appointed P.M, in the
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new rcgime, but President of tho Consultative Council,
ThcmPrimo Minister of the new govorrment is A1l Thn Abdullah
4l Lazeer, cousin of the new Imam, and ho alrceody left Sanala
&t tho hcad of an army to fizht Princo Lhned,

: "Imoam Wazcor sworc on his honour to the mission thot
he had nothing to do with the murder of the late Imam, but
it is gonerclly believod in Yemon that tho murderor was nonc other
thon  the chief of the policc Jamal Ll Jamcel who was porsuo—
dod to commit the crimc by tho British officials in Aden
Thic report alleges that it is quitc possible thot the British
had o hand in the murder because they sont a warship %o A1
Hodayida after tho murder on o courtosy visit to Yconcn.

"The Yomenite governmont cxpreosscd their het dlsplca~-
Ssurc at the attitude of the Arab Leagus and told the mission
to leave Sanata to geot weapons for the now government or it
(the government) would apply to the British govornment for
helpe The rcport 2lso said that the tribos wopc attacking
Sanata and looting was prevalont cvorywherc. The mission
cxpocted Sanatla to fall in Ahmed!s hands ot any moment .

"1 Wirtileny, the Maghrcb merchant in  Yomon who
is scid to have had o hand in the murdeor of Imom Ychia, told
the mission thot the murder was ncecssary for the hopniness
of the Yemonites, Imam Almed, soys the rcport, told tho
tribes that they could help themsclves to tho posscssions
and fortune in Sanata of his murdercd fathecr. Henece tho
ohthusicsm displayed by the tribes in attocking Sanato.

"The mission oxploins in its report that it was
watehod by the now govermment and that on  ono occasion the
neribers of the mission were. locked insids a room which srolt
of paint and cil in the TInemts palaeo so that they
night not soo some unknown visitors who wore in the raleca
at the time.

The report also says that the Inhabitants of Sonate
aro talking thesc days about Sultanof (of the Russian Forecign
. linistry who scrved for o noriod at tho Russian Legation in
Cairo.and who figurcd in the roecont tradc talks betweon Russin
end Egypt) . It is soid stid that ho was in Yemen for ten
vears as a rceprescntative of a Yemenito rierchant of Russian
origin by tho name of Helccomof. The report also says that
the Yemonites bolieve thot Russia, Bnoland, and U.S... have
dosigns on Yomon whieh is soid to be rich in uraniuwm. and oil,

L) Misrits version,

41 Misri publishes an intcrcesting story on Yoron under
on equally intoresting hoacdline. The heoadline roadss - "Tho ;
Sanate government thrcotens to scck the aild of Forcisgn countrics
if tho Leaguo docs not help it. Scif Ll Islan Lhmed roquosts
the Loogue to remein in Hodjaz until his forcos occupy Sonata,m
The daeily then publishes two storics, onc from its corrcéspondent
in Adeon, and tho othor from its coprcspondent in Jiddch, The
Adon Corrospondent says: "The ncw Yoemenite sovernment may
decido to refusc holding o plcebiscite,and may withdraw from
the Lrab Leaguc if the latter docs not support it. It is
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generally belicved thet the monarchs of the Areb countrics
will make the Leaguc support Princo fhimcd", .

The Jiddah correspondont, Zohcir Lscran, rcports
that Hussoin Al Kobsy, tho new Forolgn Minlstor in Yemcn has
cobled to iszzam Pasha in Saoudi srable threatening that the
now Yoronite govornment would scok the aid of forolgn countrics
. if the 4rab Loague did not support it. Tho Arab Loaguc dele- .
sation hold a mecting following the roccipt of the cable and
the rieribers of the delegation cxpressed thoir abhorrence of
the cablo. - His Majesty King Ibn Saoud was oxtremely cnnoyod,
scoing that he, 2s weoll as the 4rab Leaguo, had alroady
declorcd that he would not allow forcign intorfercnce in Ycncne.
The samc corrospondent says that according to
rovorts roccived in Jidde from Yoren, tho Yomenite tribes were
giving their full support to jhmed after they disccvoercd
that the lato Imam was nurdorcd. He also says that tho greator
part of the ermy is with Ahmod, and that King Ibn Saoud has
refuscd to give acirploncs and ermourcd cars to Ibn 4l Wezocor.
The correspondent -then goos on to say that the Lrab League
delegation reeoived coblos from Ahmed and Tbn 4l Wazcor infor-
ming it that it was advised to romain in Hedjaz until o safo '
nlace in Yomen was found wherc the delcgation could nect and
confor with thc prescent govermuient, or with Lhnmcd. Ahmod also
suggested in a eable to Azzam Posha that tho dclcgation should
woit in Hedjaz until he succecded in invading and capturing
Sanata, King Ibn Scoud and the 4Lrab League delegation cabled
bock saying that it was ncecssary that the dolozation cnterca
Yoimen irmediately. This is how natters stand at prosont,
cxplaing the corrcéspondent whe clso reports that 2 British
ond 3 ameoricen warships have arrived in Jiddah, :

Azzert Pasha soys he wag givon
agssuranccs by Mr Tuck and Sir Ronald Carpbell.

"7 sallced on 4Lzzam Pasha', says L1 Misrlts corrcs-
pondent in Jiddah, "and asliecd him about this strange coinci-
dence (the arrival of the warships in Jiddah) and 2bout tho
ruriours that tho British hod somcthing to do with the rceont.
doveolopronts in Yomen. He roplied: Mihen tho hrab Leaguo
Council took a rosolution at the closc of its scssion concorning
forcisn intorforcnce in Yemen, the British cond amoricon
Arbassadors communicoted with ric singly and denicd that their
countrics had any conncetion with the roeont incident or that
thoy had any intention to interfore in Yoments internal affairs.,
Cach country intorprotcd our resclution as moaning it
Vhen I arrived in -Joddeh, the British and american represcn-
tetives repeated to ne what their collcagucs in Colro
hod told e, that is,their countrics had no intcntion of ox~
ploiting the rccent dovelopuents in Yomen. .

- N .

Mussomorat Al Gueib'!s story.

: Maitpe 4bdel Kader Hoamzo, onc of tho oditors of
Al Misri, writes an amusinc articlo this morning in Mussanmarat
41 Gucib in which he statos that Yomen is cxtromely uncivilizcd
rnd orimitive. Hamza wos scnt rocontly with Zohelr Ascran
to Youen to investipgote the situation on tho spot. He says
that there arc no shops or grocers 1in Sana'a, the Yerenitc
copital, _that whon he was leaving Senata to Cairo he

i '
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wvantcd to buy a fow sandwitchies to cat during the 9 hour
Journcy by planc but could rind no food for sale, Ho
finally called on tho Ministor of Intorior who issucd a
ministorial order authorising him to got a loaf of bread
and a fow boiled ogps from the govormment'!s food stocke,

. W 24 o .

The local political situation.

Nahas Pasha made o specch yosterday beforc a large

‘crowd which came from Sharkiya province to groct hinm, says
the Wefdist papoers, L1 Misri and Sawt Ll Urma. The sncech

is vory violent in charactcer ond Too long to translatc, but

it is intoresting to notc that the Pashe dircets his ottack.
azoint the srosent Egyptian govermment instoad of the British,
Holtrashi Pasha and his teanm arc accuscd -of being charletons,
inccipetont, and tyrants, The Ecyptians arc hungry and the

ey

sresent acministration®is corrupt, cleims Nehes Pasha,

4 coclition Cabinct .

Akhbar El Yo writcs: "Some amatcur politicicns
tricd to gol a conlition cabinct formed which was to comprisc
Sherif Sabri Pasha, .L1i Mehor Posha, Isnail Sidky Pashg,
Husscin Sirry Pasha, 4bdel Fattoh Yohio Pashe, Scras Eldince
Posho, 411 Zaki 41 Orabi Pashe, Osmon Mohorran asho, Heikal
Pasha, A4bdel Galil ibu Searwra Poshe cte.... It wos said that
the British would. have hcen very plad to sco such o Ccobinct
forred, but when they saw that thore was no hope of heving
it formed, they deeleorcd that they woere not intorosted in
Eoyntt!s internal affoirs. .

"It sccms that tho cttompts to form a eoalition Cabinct
worc made behind Nahas Peshals backs Ho did not know, for
instonco, that some of his supportcrs had promissd to nerguado
him to agrec to the formation of o coalition Cabinct. Honec
his denial that ho was in fovour of an 2ll-porty Cabinct M ---

Ll Kutlats attack on the
government and tho British.

Ll Kutlo attecks the Bgyption povernrment in o short :
cditorinl undcr the headlinc:"Cabincts rogicn for less irmortant
roagons", The daily noinbts out that the Cabinect failcd in its
brescentation of tho Egyption comslaint boforce the Sccurity
Council, and in cambatting the cholora cpidemic, noverty,
ignorance, discesc, and the high cost of living, :

- The sance daily publishes an cditorial under the rather
crmusing headline: "Qur partnershin with the British will
maks us lose our sloop ot night ond bring humiliation during the
dey", It ocxplains that tho "joint defonec board and the Sudan
Conconinium would give the Egypticns a headache. :
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L1 Kutla scys BEgypt lest by
the trode agrcoment between Russia and Bryob.

_ Under the headlinc: "The cordeb of wheat costs
LE 10 according to the Russicon tradc agreenment”, Ll Kutla
writecs: "The bartor of Egyptlan cotton for Russian wheaet
is bascd on giving Russia ene Xentar of our cotton for
5 orcchs of Russian wheat. 3ceoing-that the xentar of cotton
costs LE 20, it moans that the ordcb of whoat is costing
us LE 10. It is guitc clcar that such a sacrificc on
Eoysbis port was unncccssary. Qur coctton has a good repu-
totion and the. governrment should hava driveon 2 hardcr bargsain.
it eny reto, the governmont is to blenc for the shortoge
of wheat in Egypt, sccing it ¢id not import sufficiont
fertilizcrs". : :
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ARAB WORLD AFFAIRS -

T T Py ey Sy

Weekly Survey
QEIEQQJL

L . ion-D; to its Closg. -
) In the course of a week of discussions, the Arab Ledgue Council and its

yoarious committovs aired a numbar of political,economic and legsl probloms. = Some

of whioh wore originally listedon thoe’ offieial sgohda ‘{800 issues No. 19 and 21)

namely: Palestine, Libya, Angle-Arab olliance, Syro-~Lebanose currcnoy dispute ond
unification of ourrencies. Some of the new items doalt with, included a petition

from the Viot-Nomese Governmont, rolations with the UN Buresn for the Middlo Enst

to be set up in Cairo, & suggestion for calling an Agictic Conforencc, the dondition

of tho Moslem D.P.'s in Europe and probebly the question of modifying the League Charter.

A novel fecture has emorged from the discussions on Palestine with the docision
of the Council to ostablish a "miniature" Palestine Administration, hended by o
triumvirate: the Mufti, 'Azzem Pashe'and‘the 'Iragi Taha al-Heshemi, Inspector-
General of the Apab “Liboration" foree. ' It is stated that othaers may possibly be
odded et a leter-date (Ahram,16.2.). This body is deseribed us doaigned to form the
"backbone"of the League's Military Committee and as:such it will conduct Arab affoirs
in Pelestines Its seot will be located in Palestine, whilst ite various sub-committoes
will be sot up in the neighbouring countries, in accordanco’ with the spocific functions
to be assigned to osch. Tho quastion of chairmanship . hes boen left open, but it
wos decided that the new body should come under the qon@rol of the Lesgue (ibid.).
it seoms, . S - ‘
. The decision constitutess/another major defeat for the Mufti and » point
seored by tho Trensjorden delegation. - It will bo recallod that the lotter, ond
perticulorly Suleimen Sukkeri, the TJ. Minister of Finance, was reported to
hrve beon stubbornly opposed to the idea of setting up a Pal. Arab Governmant
composad almost exclusivoly of the A H.,E. ond its followers. Other congidorations,
nlso, may have prevailed, such ns the Mufti's reputation outside tho Middle Esst
tnd-as Sukkari pointed out-the desire to avoid possible accusstions of undemocratie
procedure on the pert of the League end the danger of exacerbating the Palostime
Opposition partioss . It was therefore sgreed that the A.H.E. should try to come to en
understanding with the+Opposition for the purpose of forming a coalition governmont
(Pal,Post,11.24)s Tho Mufti,in addition to his failure to secure the military and
financial control of the Palestine offnirs, is thus fecod with o distinot defoct
in the politiceljfield. Possibly to sweotcn the pill,tho AHuE. representatives wore
-grented-for the first timo ~ full participation inthe Council's procoedings {as from
tho 12th February meoting), but without the right of vote. Whereas until now only
two representatives-of the AH.E. attendod tho mootings, the Lesgu® Secretariat now
announced thet throeirepresentatives would attend, nomely Jemal Husascinl, Refiq
Tomimi end Bmile Ghouri, - Morsover it was gtnted
by 'Azzem Pasha to "Ahram" (13.2,) thet the Council decidod that the Myfti should .
hoed the Palestine delegation, as o "proof that the Apab States insist on Palostine
bocoming an indepondent Apsb Stata". . - : '

As to the militery aspeet on the 9th February tho Politicel Committeo hoard

Geon. Isma'il Sofwot's explanations of the Militery Qoumittes's report. Ho is scid

to have como from Beghded ospocially for this. purpode: (AP.,8.2.). Rgportedly ho

is the one who raised the question of opening o "soeond front" in the Negev and

strassed theiurgency of orgonising.the supply of foodstuffs and amms to the Apibs

of Palestine and of proeiding for.a proper network of communication botweon the Arab
World and the Polestine front (Assas,10.2.). A Committce was then appointed Gomposod
-0f Riyadh Solh, Jawil Mardem and 'Azzam, to excmine Safwat's report. This ebmmitico

met the next day to discuss the report of the Militory Gommitiee ond,zs "Assag®

says (12.2.) it can be said to hove -approved of the Militery Committes's report.

Both bodies ere understond to be agreed thet no invesion ean toke place before the
" British withdrow (Pal. Post,10.2.). Even the much-publicized concerted genoeral

attack fixed by the military loaders for:the 15th Fobruary (AP,8.2.) had to be

postponed. A plan ecellipg for the occupation of Palestinian towms and villoges as 3
_8soon as the British loave, ond for on Aptb csmpaign to be operatmd. during the romeining

TENCLOSUKE !




" Loague's session, since it Wes always boon & subje
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months of the Mandate is said to heve been considercd. On the 12th February,

4g 'ad Dagher announced that the Losgue Council had doocided to hold off its
contempleted inveasion, pending tho doecision of tho Security Council. The Arsb
peoples, ho statod, hove announeéd thoig detormination to fight any intornationsl
forea, but the Leaguc connot adopt docisions bosed on possibilities. Safwat,
however, who ottonded tho same pross conforence, said without hositntion thot the
Arob States should dispateh their regular forecos to aloatine immodiately, if on
international force is sunt to that country.(AP,12.2) oagueb Ficial “attitiide of

b of oxpogtation and restreint rogarding military oction is possibly
actusted by the apprchonsion, lest - such o step procipitate intervention®by the
Security Council. On the.othor handy .political activity ot Lake Siceoss has been
incroasdd, . On. the "12th Feobrusry Riyadh-Solh, fn his capacity of Chairmen of tho .
Locpue's sossion,instructod tho Apab ropresontoatives ot UN® “to warn. tho UNG. member
"States not to support the euforcemont of Partition, lest it compel the Lesgue to
sond regular forces to Palustine (Ahremzo) . Following thet, telephone conversations
took ploce betwsen Cairo end Leke Success (Fares Khouri, Cemille Sham'oun, Mahmoud
Pawzl), when it wns learned that the US Government (?) would raise tho implementstion
isauo, et tho Spcurity Council on tho 17th of February. ‘The ex&ct noture of the
Lecgue's instructions to the above monbioned Apab loedors’ (Ahran,16.2.) has. not
been disclosed, but judging. by Farcs Khouri‘'s legolistic” arguments ‘before the.
Council, (v.g. tho unconstitutional formation of tho Imploméntation Commigsion), it
may be expsctod that the Arab will not rojcet: any doleying dovico they oon. think
ofe ) e S e

ibya - : . D . .
. ‘ Consideration of the Libyan problem has bécome partiocularly urgont in
view of thg fact thet the Big Four BEnquiry Committes for the former Italian
" Colonies is due to arrivoe in Egypt shortly and thence to procoed to Libya, to
ascertain the wishos of the population regarding £he future stetus of their country.
Although the Commission's arrival in Fgypt was proviously scheduled for tho 9th
February, the Amorican Embassy reccived word thet it would arrive in Luxor on
tho\l]ﬁh,[apand.a_forinight‘tharo‘in order to draw up its roport on Eritres and
Italian Somelidend and then go to Tripoli ss the first stop in Libya (Falsstin,
10.24) on the. 7th -March (Ahram,13.2.}. Another factor nocossitating an early
[ discussion is th?tpow sithation resulting from the USA's having concluded & penco
“tremty with Italy.is buine foared thet Americo,in addition.to Russia end Franca,
- BAy  support Itely's demond for sn Italian: trusteeship of Libyt (Akhbar sl-Yom,
JeRe)s  Therefore, 'Azzem pointedly raisod this iss%éﬁgt the very opening of ths
c¥Ovhich he " has devotod much
care snd attention.  He rominded the .Couneil of tho rosolutions‘on%Libya taken
a8 06rly as 1945, tq the effect that Labya ghould bo indepéndent end united, ,
“or elso come under. the League's or Egypt's trustoeship (Falastin,10.24}. It should
bo noted, that prior to the Lesgus's conferonce, sll membor Statos,according ta
"Akhber ol-Yom" (ibid.), sent idontical notos to the Big Four Foreign Ministors,
demanding for independoncs and unity of Libya, stoppage of Italian immigration to
Libya and rejocting aﬁ status of trustoeship or protectorste. On the 13th .
"ihrom" reportaed that %‘bya Liberation Committoe in Ceiro had decided to go to
Libya this week and visit. Bares, Tripoli ond Fozzan, prior to moeting the Enquiry
Committee. On the 14th the Libyan question came up before the Leogue Council,
which decided to imstruct Bashir Sa'dewi, a Tpipoli loeder, to go there on behalf
of the Lecgusa. . : . : P o

" Anglo-Arsb slliance issue deforred. S ‘ o
The guestion of concluding an Anglo-irab collsctive agreement is reported’
to heve been considered by the League Council. However, it wis decided to,defer
it to the March mesting, at the request of Nograshi.Pasha and ‘tho ultimate agsent
of Riyadh Solh and Hamdi Pachachi, the.promoters of 'the collective alliance idca.
‘Nograshi's roesons ore said to have boen. (o) his desire™to consult his Ambagssdor
to Washington and Minister to Mos¥ow;  (b) his belisf that Bevin is still under
the influence of his.military advisors and not very keon on withdrawsl from Feypt
and 'Ireg; (c) en importent moeoting was to take place at the British Embessy on .
the 17th February, at which the British Amboggador, Sir Ronald Campbell, would discuss
with high-ranking officials of the Bmbagsy and prominent membors of the British
_ Community the question of #nglo-Fgyptisn relations end survey the possibilities
. of coming to terms with a Coalition Governmont (Victor 'Agzzam in Psal. Post,15.24).




» FAQ Cenfsrefice in Gairo had deeided to sot up in thet city ond doolared thet it

Tegriculture and industry (Ahram,13.2.,30e below).

" linking of the Syrisn currency to that of Egypt (ANA,8.2.).
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The question of &an Anglo-Arsb sllianes is elosely co‘hnocted to that of
modifying tho Longue's Chertor. Both Riyadh Solh and Jemil Mardam are favourably

inclined to it. - The formor rominded "Misri® (9,2,) that, the obligation to.

-eonsult-the Léngue mombers prior to concluding a trecty with o forcign ,pow@rl\':us
mentioned in tho Alexcndric Protceol, but wns not ombodisd in the Loague Chartor,

in spito of his insisgtenco on it. 7. Mordem, justificd tho propossd modifiestion on
thoe grounds that inciwive changos hed occurred in the &pch World sinee the siguing
of the Protoccl and the Chartor: Syrie had cekdeved hor indepondonce, Egypt and
'Iraq had 2dopted o new stotid towsrds Britedin and the conflict between East snd
West hrd intonsified: Thorsfore, ha stetod, no Arch Steto should conclude an
alliaonco with o forcign State, but should ondeavour +o strengthon the cconomic

and politiccl: ties witl tho rest of Arch countriss. A colloctive cgrooment, he
wont on, wis not férsible edther, sidoo the Apcb Lesguo hod not as yot .neqiired
the futhority to be a contracting party. Deapité this, in his opinion, it wecs
desirablc to endow hor with thet suthority and to rocognize her &s o rogional
organisetion. As te the dangor of Communism, Mordam pooh~poched: its influctco in
‘Apcb lands and sscribod oven ‘thot pessibility €0 Apcb rescntment of Westorn.
feithlessness (Kutla,10.2,). Besidex, ho doniod thit Britein Had cpprocched

the Lovent: States -with a proposal to conclude =n alliznec with hor (Difa',10.2.).

A brief interiude in tho deslings of tho Losgue'd Politicsl Committes
sccounted for the appearance (on the 12th Fobruary) of Sir John Boyd-Orr,
Bneirman of the UN Food and Agrdculturs Orgruization (F40), in tho company of
Hefnawi, Fgyptign roprcsentetive on thet body, und Mr.’'aAbdul Hekim Rifa'i,
Egyptian Finaneidl- Undor-Soerctery. The lattor waos invited to address thoe
committes; bocalise it wos he who proposed &t the last sossion of the UN Assombly
to estoblish df Bconomic Committco for the Middle Bagt, elong the lines of tuo
one set up £6r tho Par East. This proposal was subscquontly ondorsed by the jaeds
States. It was chiefly for the purpose of discuseing this matter that the
Fgyption cconomic delogotion rocontly visited Syrig. Sie John cxplainod to the
Political Gomittos the nature of tho UN Burceu for tho Middle Bust, which the

aimed ot @é-dperction between the UNO and the Lorgue membor Stotes in mettors of
supply of ‘cormodities which tended to raise thoe standerd of living, and dmprove

Currency problems,

Currency questions have been considered, both with reforencs to the Syro-
Lebanese dispute over remaining in'the franc arce &nd regarding tho plan for the
unification of currencics in the Arab Statcs. The Fformor quostion wes referred
to Modistion Committeo composed of Hassan Jubbura, former Syrian Minister of
Finsnce,end the Egyptian Dr. Rifa'l (Ahram,16.2.). No represéntetive of the
Lebecnon seems to have been included, but we arc told (Balngh,11.2.) thot the
mattor wos discussed by Solh and Mordsm et the Syrian Logation, It should also
be menticned that on the 7th February, a Syrian-Lebancse cconomic confaercnce took
place, as a result of vhich & joint announcement wns issued, edvising both )
governments to sever &ll comnsetions with the fronc zs scon ss possible (ANA,
842+). On the 9th, Wehbi Heriri, Syriecn Financ@~Mih;ater;‘warn®d that the
goparation of the Syrian and Lebansesc currencics would inevitobly destroy the
unity of interests botween these countrics (MNA, 942.). Ho also welcomed the

The unification of currencies &nd the introduction of s standard "Arab
Pound® (Balagh,9.2s) were proposed by the 'Iragi delegetion (Ahrem,13.24).
Jamil Merdem had préoviously declarsed himsolf strongly in favour of the idea.

It wes essential, he seid, thot the Apab should ronder themsolves indepondent
of foreign currcncies, perticulurly as long os ths Eaustern countrios "enjoyed a
for supsrior -degree of prosperity and wéll-being than did the pooples of tho
Wost" (sic!):(Difn',10.2,}. It was finally decided to refur tho problem to &
committoo of Arab oxperts, assisted by finaoncial authoritios of world ronowm
(Ah}:am,l3.2.). It is intended to ssloet & Swede and s Belgisn; the namo of Van
Zooland, the hebituel fidancial sdwisor to the Arab govornmonts, is being
mentioned in this connection (shram,16.2.). : S
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Vict-nam. . ' .
_ A -pooulior. problem, reminiscont of Indonosia, prosented itsolf to tho Leogue
"Council, when a petitioh was reed from the Viet-nameso Governmont (Fronch Indo-

" "China) requesting the League to support its demand for liborotion from the Fronoh

4nd furthermn:e.towraise‘the-issuevptgthé¢UNf(Ahrdm;ll.2.). The Loaguo Scorotorict
Anformed the Council thet it had received « complaint from Viet-ngm that tho Fronch
~wore using North African-Apsb soldiers sgainst hor [ibid.,13.2.). The Council,
thorefors, decided to Mexpross its sympathy with Viet-nam ond its disapproval of
any Apcb fighting agednst her; it would furthormors consern itsolf withithe issue,
whon it is reised et tho Scourity Counall by &he of the Statog" (Assas,1342.).
- According to "Ahram" (13.2.), the issue ‘rosdmblos thot of Indonosis and it is
thoroforo the duty of overy Apsb Stato to. sUpport and defond it whon it comos lip
for discussion et tho Security CQunoil%kE;asent@d by on Areb State thot will bo

"~ chogoen s¥oftlx. This dekision,inciden makos streange roading in view of the
foact that the Viet-nam Cobidet is ovorwholmingly -~ Communist. - L

Asiatic Conforones. . SR o i : : -

. .. Another subject cousidered by the Politicel. Committes wog a suggostion by
'Issa Nekhloh, the 4.H.E. represcntative ot Leko Sutceds, to:summon on Asintic
Conforence for discussing their particuler probléms. "Ahpem® (12424) loarncd that
M™ationel institutions® in Chine, -India ond Pakistan had oxpressed roadiness to
perticipate im this oonferénce. The Lésgue Council, hogever, refrained fronm going
into the matte:-and‘referrad;iﬁ to the Secretarint for Mirthar gtudy.(Assas,13.2.).

Food gpd Agwioulturel Organisstion's Rgmional Conforcnes in Qoiro.. .

; ' The United Nations Food and Agricultursl Orgenisatlon s Regional Conferonec
oponed in Cairo on.tho 2nd Fobruary with ‘o speoch by John Boyd-Orr, tho
Orgenisction's Dirsctor-General, who pointed out that tho searcity of foodstuffs in
Burope was & rosult of World Wer II. He worned that famine would befall the )
werld 1f sgricultural production wes not incressed, ond asked the ME countrics
to assigns new arces to bo brought under cultivation (Ahrem,3.2.). Spocial
mention was made hy tho speoker of thijossibility of developing Egypt for this
purpose. Besides o possible Incrogse of proddetion thanks to the Nilo Wators,
Towfik él-Hefnewl,. a former Ministor of Agriculture in Feypt and prosontly tomporary
rogional advissr o the FAO, haed statéd in a roport to the Gomeve Couferencoe on the
Near Bast, that lerge areas could be plt under cultivation by the use of wotor
from deop wells and that production of winter créps could bo greatly incrocsod
(EcGu,29.1.). ' .

: hmongst the probloms on the agohda of the. Conforence wora the possibilitios
-of inecroasing agriculturel produstion on prescnt cultivetad arens by the use of
botter farming and a@ricultural”tgghniquoaﬁmprOVQd-seeds, fortilizors ond
pesticides; improved animal husbeandry; the modernisetion of hand tools; form
implements. and machinery; and the expansion of cducation and extonsion of scrvieos.
Porestry problems included reafforestation, plonting of treog to protect cultivated
areng from soil erosion, ond the sotting up of nurgerics for groving young troes
(E.G—.,29.l.)i : . T : : . o

Tho Conference speeially de&it‘with quostions clogely ‘rolatad to agriculturnl ond
soeial problems in the ME. The sub-committes appointed to exemine the social aspects
of the food situction in tho ME reported, thot ™hs socicl condition of the fellcheen
ought to be improved™ (Sewt ©1-Uma,9.24). The food sub-comuittes reached similer
conclusions. It stated that betweon 60 to %0 per cent of the ME population are
undorfed (ibids). For Egypt the proportion wos from 70 to 80 per cent (Zemon,29.1.).

' The Conferoncafs final roport eaphesiscd that -2,865,000 foddans wore undor
cultivation in 'Ireq whilo 3 millions were not. es yot cultivated. The cost of
cultiveting each foddan by now irrigation schemes wos ostimated at 5/8-dq11ars

(Zaman,10.2,).  The Conforcnce hos accordingly considered o five-year programns

for irrigation and droinege doveldpumont in that count{y;(AP,l4}2.).

Tn the: Lebenon, seversl now sohémes wore suggestoed. Towfik sal-Hofnawi, tho
regional edviscr, hed informed the' lebuticss Governmont, of the expected arrivel in the
Lebanon of n mission of anmericon ongddeers to invegtigate Lebanon's noeds for loans
and other means of increasing its sgri'cultural production (ANA,26.1.),
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In Syrie, the cost of ag;rlcultural developmen‘b was estimated at a total
of 350 million Syrien pounds (Zaman,10e2.). 250,000 acres would be brought undor
" irrigetion provided agroement could be roached with 'Irag ovor the supply of Wwator
necded to 1mple3mont this. sehome. Syrla, it was steted, would nocod an 1mmed1uto loan
for the nocessary 0qu1pmont (AP,14.24)

As for Fgypt, thc .report recommendcod that it was of primary importaneo
to bogin dovoloplng as soon a8 possiblo now arcas which would be productive in
1950. The suggéstion was for 50,000 foddans in Lowor Egypt, 65,000 in Uppor Egypt
end 6,000 in the Nubis rogion, on tho southern borders. Total cost of tho plan
was astlmatod at 3,430,000 pounds (Zamap,lO 2¢)s .The main recommondation of tho
Conferenco wis for « plan to be submitied tc the meotlng of the FAO Council in
Washington on April 5th calling for 25,000 soros to be convertod annuclly at i
cost of £300,00Qfora gystom of basin irrigation which would bo supplemented by
punping wolls in Upper Egypte. Egyptian production, it wos pointed out, as o rosult
of improved irrigetion faeilities could be incresasd by more then 50% (AP, 14424)
apart from the above mentioned technical recommendations, the Ragional Confercnco
emphasised that FAO assistance sheuld be given to ME countries in the purchaso of
prioritios and in the shipmept of laborestory equipment nnd dadry machinery from
the countrios which would supply them. It also decided to ask the FAO to
esteblish o Pogional office in CGeiro for tho whole of the ME for the purposo of
strenghtenlng ME collaborutlon(AP 14. 2'9M gbove) e

_ Tho Regional Cotfercnce closed its sossion on the 14th. Tho méating wero
sttonded by Fgypt, Ethiopis, 'Iraq, Lebanon, Syris {&s participant-members) ond by
Iren, Sa'udie, Turkey, Yomon (£s observers) (Asses,?9.1.). Palestino wes not

‘represented. The Apob lengue wes allewed to have two delegates as obsorvers
(Ted'B.,5424) % American cnd British representatives also attended (Aprem,2.24) ,
ag well a3 U.N. experts (iAssas,4.2.). . Ahmed 'hbdul Ghoffar, the Egyption Minister
of Ag'ricul‘tu’x‘-é wos seleatod . a8 chairman (Misri,3.2. ).

Slx FLO axports in co- oporatlon with the various Governments conoernsd. providad,
the conference with information on the type of sgricyltural assistance needed. .
Tho oxperts wore sont to the M.E. & month ggo and will romain: there for soveral

months to stert work on the programme sdopted by the Conference (AP,27¢1ls)s

. EGYPT

Anglo-Fgyptizn ;gla‘blons .

Anglo~Bgyptian reletions have appﬁarbd in the front pages of the Fyyptian
press sgein, as o result of the Arob lLesguc's meotings in Cpiro, which was scid to
include: discusaions on & genoral Anglo-Arsb pact (goo Gunorsl), & of the meoting between
the British Ambassador and the Egyption Foreign Affairs Ministor, 1t was also
reportod to have examined the Ang;lmngyptlan question (M:Lsrl 10.2.), and Bev:m 8
speoch at the Anglo- Egypt:.an Socisty in London, on the ocecssion of Fa.rouq g birth-

v (ANA,11.2.).

. These outstanding facts have glw,n ‘rise to various rumours, L.mely that of
fmericen mediation for o changé in the Egyption Cgbinet so as to inelude all parties
(Akher S&'a,11.2. & Mussemsrat ,15.24). - Talks for a resumption of Anglo-Egyptian
negotistions were also reported to have tsken plsce betwsen Casey and "an importent
Bgyptian personslity" (Mussamai'at. 315424) .

None of the sbove mentioned i"ac-tcirs however seom to lead to a decisive
improvement in Anglo-Egyptian relauons. The Leegue, :,'b was pointed out, did not
include the Egyptian question in ite sgenda (Akher Sa' 0,11.2.) and the rumour
that Bevin would fly to Cairo (Misri,ll.2.) wzs denied by the Forelgn Of:hce.

The formstion of a national Cebinet, will also be exoeedlngly dlfflcul'b to set
up’+» The British Govornmont wos alloged to have insisted that the Wafd be included
in an all-Perties Cabinet whick would be fully backed by Parliement, and which would
nogotiate with Britein (Mussamarut s15424) #merica ‘1s also reportod to heave
intervenod in pressing for the inclusion of the Wafd.in such a Cabinet,sincoe she
considers o representastive of the Wafd necoasary as o qhoclc sgainst foreign
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Communist infiltration {akhor S5.'n,11l.2.). This roport secms to be in line with
“the British dlogin that an Anglo-r.gyptlan or. ovon an Anglo-Apsb . pret would provent
Communiem ifroh Fidting 8 stand in the, 114410 East. . It =slso eppeard’ that in or\mr
“n v convings pubhc mplmon o:t such a nacosa;ut.y promincnee has to bé gived in '

. the press’ to winot dvonts: ‘vihich appoar to bu related to locel Communist actlntlos.
Such an ingtencs ia the undescrved 1mpcr'buncc, given by newspapors to the arrest

of six clleged Communist students in Coiro .who wore stabod to Have been in possesgsion
of Mgoérot codes", "repor‘bs on rucont strikes in Bgypt",. .ete.: or 'to huVG "burnud
'rlmportanb convlctmg OVldOnGG“ bofore thoir: arrost. (Kutla,lB 24 ) o

L st:Ln s mild" ape\_ﬂcn of the Al.2. aia - not producu the roao‘b“ on expoctud By
'tho Br:.tlsh Forcign Minister. It ‘was coldly received in Cgiroend the press
unenimously eriticis q it. The Wafdist "Sawt .ol-Umma® (1302.) romarked that Buvn.n
“haa not mod:.f:_ud hlb 1mper:.al:|.s'tlc views" since he complately: ighores Egypt a8

gvollitic ram® +2). statod; ‘t.hut"Buvln has ‘not frodd Himdelf )
gt conoept;_ ns also l:3‘(3131‘0(:1 by m_‘t.:.sh dlplomatlc 'qmu‘ rtors“

our co mmun:.catlon" as belng 'tho ma:.n d:.:tflcul'-by X

I't. is doub'bi’ul vihetho? the prcsen‘t ﬁ.gyptlan GovUrnmc,nt xall dcs:_re or be

in a position to ongage itself in now talks with, Brlbun, before the British uske
cloar-their intontions on the quustlon of: gvacuation. i I dpposrs. that; this" question
. hog notbesn galved yot by Britain’ WhOf:o m:Llltn.ry ‘exports opposse. ov&cua‘olon ot this
tine nnd :Lnsls‘t on mm_n‘tm.nln{f Brltlsh trpops :Ln ‘the Suoz Ganal aroe (Ahrm,13.2.).
Dob&‘beecm Agmy iw &yp‘tzm Parliam gt‘ E i e
it A debote on the' Govurnmant 8, pol:.cy towardn tho Army was: provokod Nt
Chambﬂr of Deputies on Fgbruary’ 9th, 8 o rosult of questions reised by Maurleco
Fekhrd tAbdul Nur (Kotl:.at) _ond Fikri Abazo (Note).. A request from: Boverhmont
‘benches: to discuss ‘the’ quos‘hlou in cloaed -seggion weg. ovam‘uled by th@ PrGﬁldun‘t
of” the Chambor (Kutlu,lﬁ 2 ).H" A O g ‘

Dsputy 14bdul Wir started tho dobatos by a short exposé in whlch ho comm_rcd
the Army's strength under Mohammed ‘'Ali (276 000 men) to its presont (50,000)
atrength (dhram,10.2.). He thon sccused the British of preventing the Egyptlan )
Army from cerrying out most of ita plams for improvoment. :He leited,: aw onrinstelce,
thet erms furnished by Britédn were. obselcte end sedid that meombers of Beypb's
miditary mission in Britsin were\prov:mtod from pttendlng th_ m<>st 1mpor'bnnt
courws (Sawt al-U’mma,lO 2.). ‘ . "

RN

" Mokifg o rcfurenco to "bho 1936" Anglo-—Egypmun Truaty which deslg;na‘tud Britoin
&s the' gola supp'her of ‘trma to Bgypt, 'Abdul Nur. steted thet Britiin had sold a
tommy-gun £or 40° pounda woile she got it from the U.8. st helf gf thet pried. He
elso disclosed that Britein hed once opposcd & projoct of Ford' uild motoreesn
factories in E‘F-ypt (Ahrms,10.2.) and indieated thot motor cops now used ila-the -
Egyptlm Army woro of 48 dlffurent typos, moking their.m 'ntbnancc oxcuéd:.ngly
dlfflcul‘t zmd very costly (Saw‘c. ml—Umrna,lO 2.). Lo

Doullng with tho cout of mulntalm.ng; & SQl(ll'*r, tho SOa‘lkGr ch“rgod the Govorn-
went with extravegance when he pointed out thot the sum slloecated for depreciction
of material amounted to 7Q. pounds per soldier for tho first your of service while
in other countnes an avarage of Jonly .20 pounds weg alloocted. He' supzested tho
satt:mg up of un inqulry oommlss:.on to 1nm.st1gr“tu ‘bhgt lra'tter (Ahrmn,lO 2.) .

Depu‘by 'Abdul Nur thon romgxkud thqt t’m Army h{s & shor‘b&gc of engineers.

Englmura 4 he scid, aumbor. 270, while they numbbred 2900 during Mohommad
Ali's reiga (Snwt aJ.FUmmmlO.B.)._ The Pnginecr Corps, he added, lanck quqac‘tV ,
nateri sl necossary to o modern ermy (thpem,30 .24, while the ermy ite2f suffers
from & shortoge! ‘of ‘Boveral kinds df armomepts (Sevt.nl-Umma,10.2.). A8 for os Aptry
monoeUVres Were concornud, _‘bho speckor scid they were very-rorely dad :erng;ulz\rly
held:  Ho went on to criticise the nowly onforesd militery: sérvice law which, he’
said, conseriptod” only 30,000 out of 180,000 eligibles for scrvice; most werc




Approved For Release 2003/10/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R000800040018-9

- 7 -

the :
1eft for ths rusorve of territorisl crny (ibide). Deputy 'abdul Nur then apoko
of the irmy budgot (det:dls of which were not published}s  According to “Sawt
c1-Urme (10.2,) the snozkur wmet vwith stron; opposition from various sources when
he roised the question of the soldier's wgss, ond was compelled to omit this
question from his stutement. '

Fikri ibezza spoke néxt sad recilicd promiscs mede by Noqrzshi, on his return
from the UN, to strevgthen the Aptiy's power. He suggested an ineresms in the
Arnv's budget ond seid it wos moat important to fros the country from the 1936
troety provisions which compelled Feypt to buy crms-only from Britein. Bpiteadin,
he ch:rged, was supplying the bBgyptian crmy with old-feshioned W3 apons (;;hrmn,lo.z.).
Ho wlso esked for arms factoriss to be  sot up in Beypt endfor cnother militory
missicn to be sent nbrosd. The Army, hs stressed, »ms in grect need of tochniciins
and enginesrs (ibid.). :

The Defense Ministor closed the debatos by sssuring the cssanbled thet the
Gevernment wus seriously considoring the Apmy's necds wid that the verious pluns for
improvements would be implementsed., In the course of the debotes he had diselosed
thet e militery mission wes on its way to Czechoslovekis for the purnose of
purchesing erms for the BEgypti=zn srmy (ahrem,10,2.),

This disclosure is herdly to be reconciled -ith the militery cliuses of the
1935 anglo-Fgyptiun Treaty whish compel Egypt to buy =rms only from Britain. It

iz alsc difficult te sscertadn vhethsr the militery miscion montionsd by the Dgfence
Minister ves or wis not intrusted to nurchese crms ot beholf of the Ar:sb Lozgue, or -
if this wos the desl referred te by 'Azzem, (Lergue's Sacretary) vwhen he digelosed
th:t the vhole «ffeir of purchase of apms from O-echoslovilkic for the Apsb Lecgue
hed feilsd owing to indiscretions by newspopermen who disclosed the fiots too
orrly (Ree c1-Yussuf 10.2,).

In eny ovent, there must be soms truth in the report of the MMisri®
London correspondent (12.2.) thet Britein had nsked Tor explonations on Fgypt's
intention to purchase zrmis from Czschoslovekiz. The correspondent emphasised that
"it is gonerally felt in London thet purchese of arms by Eeyot from a country
other thon Britein is o mstter coming undsr the proviasicns of the 1936 Troasty"
(1disri,12.2.).
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‘prodicted, will demincts tho scone {or mors likoly, the behind-the-scoros) of tho

_ohairmionship during the absoneo of "Azzom in. Yemen (Misri,29,2,}. By eppointing

" Purthor procf of 'Abdullsh's chango of mind is tho appointmont of the Transjordon

¥

2.3.1948 Nou24 (51]
ARAB WORLD AFFAIRS

St e S

Wookly Survoy

Sgcono Shifts to Demeseus . o . ‘ :

‘ Tha lozdlino of British - rulo in Palostinc, tho 15th May, and the ropidly
dotaeriorating intornctional situction havo prosontod tho Arch Loogue with two
cloaely interroluted problems of primery urgcney: hction. in Pelogting. to provent
implomentetion of Partition ond conolusion of a ecollsetive security allianco with
Britadn. Tho first hos had o 1icn's sherc in tho prococdings of the Loocguc's
Seventh Sossion, which closed on tho 22nd Februery,and the lottor, it is boing

da,libara‘tions_ sghoduled to opon on Mireh 20th. In ordor to be ahle-to do thig,

and ot the some timoe to givo Pelostino its constant and undivided- attention, the
Lovgue's Politienl Committce 208 alrcody montioncd in our pravious issués ,cstablishod
& guprome edvisory body to comduct politicel end militery action in Palostifio.
According to "Asscs" (1.3.), it will olso suporvise the eetivitios of 'Togsl ‘boyeott
comittoes. . The comuittos is composed of 'fzzem Pnshe as chalrman ond Pepresontotives
of the Lucgue member stotcs and the i.H. k. (the Mufti). Jemil Merdon is to aasunc

this body the Council offccted & aoperotion of the politiccl from the. purcly militory

loadership thus freilitoting the wilitory commend to work | smoothly (ibid.).

It was also docided thot both.this and +ho Military Gommittoe would fik. thedir
pormenont hosdquarters in Demageusy which is to form the moctingplace of -an importont
militagy conforonco for Prloatine, due to conveno in tho naxt fow deys (Ahrem,29,2,).
The members of the Militery Committos ineluding Iesma 'i1 Sofwat, as woll 2z tho '
Syrien doputics who.are porticipating in tho fighting, have alrecdy crrived in

Darlaseuss. The Conferance will drow up plons for-the formation of tho :Areb Liboration
hrmy, vhich will be mcde’ up of -rogular foreds of Lorgue moembors under Soafwet's
coumend.. . King 'Abdullah has allogodly informed: the Longue thot his frontier wre
opon to any force wishing to crogs’ from Syrien into Palestine (V. Azam in Pal,

Post, 24.2.)s This sttitude on tho part of 'Abdulleh has boen confirmed by facts

cnd sy bo exploined s ovidones of his willingness to cooperate with thoe Lesguo

@8 « rosult of tho lattor hoving cecoptod his viewpoint regaording the -undesirability
of aetting up o Palsstine. Arsb Govornment or Administration dominctod by thé AHE.

ropresontntive on-tho Militery Comnittos, 'Abdul ®ador sl-Jundi and his vigit to
Denescus (geo our lost isous)e. Tho decisive movoments, we aro told, will start

beforc the beginning of spring end tho first signs of them will bo seon immediately
aftor tho. Damnscus Conforsnco, -since Toha Hashomi and Pewsi Qawuqji have comploted their

proparstionsfor thoir deperturs to Palostinc {Misri,29.2.),

The oxpoeted visit of tho Mufti and othor mombors of the AHE to Davascus, o8 well
58 tho presonmce of Muse 'Alemi and Brig. Clayton in this city lends support t& tho
bolief thet, slong with militery planning, now offorts will be made to find o
formula enabling somc snpt of cocperation betwoen tho.chiof participants and
sntagonists in tho Pelostinion drome: Tho Husscinis on ono hand and tho Hoshomitos
nnd Musa 'Alemi on:tho othor, with the Lecgue and the British ca nodicting agcnts.

Qil Roprisels. -

hs g condllory 4o tho wmilitary monsuros', tho Lcagdo docided - 28 was announcod

by 'Azzam - "ot to grant any focilities or now oil concessions to thoso’ Statos

whic! supportod Partition, until the situotion in Palostine hos baon wolsrifiosd®

{J. A'Bgypto, 23.2.). This is why Jamil Mardan abandoncd his pro joetod trip to Ibn
Sa'ud, as it hed bocmo pulpnseloss (ibid)e On tho othor hand, Mr. Marshall, whon
nokod by prossmen for eomments on the Loague's roported resolution, replied that the

} #134nSOTONI

Stute Departoment had no information concorning it (AFP,26.2.). It should bo

mentionad thet the above strtement, although it doos not specify, whether thé-réfercnce
to the oll-concessions includesthe construction of pipolinos-for axploiting:
concessions alroedy grented, hes beon genorslly accupted os applying to tho lottor

as wsll, and iz considered ‘as ‘o move dircetod primarily agoingt tho TAPline coupeany
(@sgs Zamen, 1.3e)s -To this may be sddod tho interview of the Sa'udi Buir Faisal
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to the "Misri" correspondent in Jedda. The attitude of his country, declered Falsgel,
was absolutely clesr and geveino justification 4o the despiceble attoeks on his
fether, If the Arsb Stotes decide to concel the oil-concessicns of pro-partitionist
povers, Sg'udi Arebin, clthough hsving no-other sources of income, will be tho first
to earry out the decision and drive out sny American from her soil (Misri, 29 2:) 0
Ancther anti-Amcrican step is reparted to have been taken, incidentelly, by Sa'udi
Asrebla. hecording to this report (Kutla;295.2.), the Sa'udi muthorities have
informed. ths USA that thoey uare deturmlncl nct. to renew ‘the leayge of the Dhohran
alrficld on its pxplrutlon date, Mareh 1, 1949, sinée they do not seo the necossity
for US isir force personnel to rumaln in th&t country.. :
Intcr~A:wb A1114pco.
By roferring #11 mattors cﬁnnectud with Prlestine to thc Mllltary and Politicel
Pelestine Committees, the Areb Lesgus Cauncll hes cleared the wey to.a discussicn
of the inter-Arob allisnco problem; as rrc11m1nrry step, it is widely rumoured,
towerds the conclusion of & colledtive Angle-{resp. Anglo=SaXon+)Areb: Milltary
Allicnes; This idoe wos brought up by Jamil Mardan ot tho lost session, As wms
- explained by him ot somé length to "ahrom" (29.2.)) he submitted to the Political
. -Comzittee u 3~point-proposal suggosting (a) prohlbltina ‘the conclugion of any
~treaty by a League member with a don-meuber that would be apt to prejudice its
soversiguty or independence or Erantlng £ furoign power a wilitary or.scononic stetus
harmful to other Arsb States, prior to submitfing the cleuses of the projected troaty .
46 the Lesgue Council; - (b): the coholusion of dn inter-Apsb Militery ond Politicel
Allisnce by ell Losgus Mumbers, in accordunceé with the provisions of the Alexondrias
Protocol and the Lssgue Tharter; guch an:alliunce will bind euoh signotory to
c-adopt a unified pofloy regarding foreign relutions and collective defonge (MLSrl
29.2.)% - (¢) the revisicn of the Leaguc Charter, in order to adapt it to prescnt
cﬂndltlcns 4nd to cnablo it to moct the’ ruqu1r cments .specified in (g).

This propcsal was folt to be o limitetion on the fmeedom 41 oction of the
individual Arsb S¢stes. Morsover, simece it was not based on the League Charter and was
not included it the sgends, most:delegations decided not to discuss it before
contineting their reapective gﬁvernmonts. This postponement, we are assured,
wes not due to internel differences, but to the feeling thot under. revailinb
conditions any discussion of thu subaect would be detrimental to the p081tlcn of thae
‘ :Luubue (Ahrdﬂ 1. 3 ) :

_ ‘A8 to the prospoota Of an Anglo-Arsb alllance the influentisl "La {ondc"
[12.2.) opined that Whoreas separate wilitary trec tlao would be. intolereble to
the Arsb nationglists, they could readily accept & collective alliance sanctionad

.by tho League, as-it’ weuld-eliminete inter-ipsb- reprobetion-and rivalrye- Mo reover,

Britain, by virtus of hor being the decisive'powsr in Palestine, possesses the ﬂcst :
Amportant clement: of ! qrgulnlngln the nogotinticns with the Arabs.It s difficult
to see, the paper argues, how t Legpas .could reject proposalsgronting the Arshs.

go many sdvantogos and fulfll blr unlty. On the other hand, an officisl statomont
igsued by the Arsb 0ffice in London, doos not think that Brltaln s good inteuntions
towsrds the Arsbs sreo wmufficient to inducc the Apehs to enter into rogiongl allicnce
with hor. Befors she can hope to schieve thld, Brltaln must trinxy about & change
in Americs's attitude towards tho Arsbs, hecsuse Britsin, in the event of war, would
bo America's vanguard in the Middle East ‘and therefore sny alliance with Britein
vaans in reality en indirect “1114ncu Wlth Aﬂorlc& (Misxri,1e3e)

Thare is nmore talk of offorts boing wrde to lutesrate Turkey and Iran in t
fromework of British Middle BEeast security arrengements. "Misri" {29.24) scys thepe . -
are signs of o stréngthening of the tiss butwuen the Loogiic member States and the .
countries referred to. According to this papor “pumcrous mectings took place. ‘
rocently inBaghdad, Calrﬁ, Ankere and Beirut between the Apab Premiers ond Turklab.
snd Irenion diplomsts. ~ The moderate Tohoron poper "Gnlyrmui Iran® 1WU1}S o :
developrients in relotions with Bpitedn sinee Mr. Eden's visit to Persic in anumry.
The politicel querters in London, the peper esserts, arc prepcrod to roviso the
South Iramian 241 sgreemont and to Fogognize to o cortdin oxtent Iren's:eladms-in-
this respect. The Britigh Goverdment hod further decided to 1nc1ude Iren in the kh
defones crer which is to chmprise =1l Apab Stotcs with the oxcuktlon of Yumcn.

Thisg is also dffirmed by the Tudsh frqcmv'%rrduzn It is said that. Mr, Flen had
informed the directers of the Anglo-IrsnianQil Cn. of tho rusults ,f hls tﬂlks on

LV Y
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this subjeet and that he suggested that one of them go to Teheran and start
negotiations with the FPersian Govermment regarding Southorn Iranien oil (AFP,21424)
Addende. to Lesguse Josolutions and Activitdes - .

Areb Officss:. The Losgue Ssgeretariat is preparing e new system for tho hrab
officos in New York, Washington, London and Paris,following Traq's having. surrondprad
. its control cver thom and agroed to Losgue supervision. Tho Politiecal Committos
hos ollocated lsres sums for their maintonance and a staff of young Apebs from 21l
ipch countrics is now boing solocted (Misri,29.2.). Musa 'Alemi, it is roportod, .
will continue hoading the Offices.

o Fund~roising: The Poiiticalicomﬁittee callsﬁpon‘the Apob Governments +0 "800 "
to it thet the.funds for Pulestine reigsed from publie drives ba directed throuzh
the proper chonnels (J. 4'Bsypte,23.24). o

. ‘Lacgue's Budgeti The Leaguo's budgdt for 1948 has boon fixed ot QE,ZIO,ZAQ;
Syfia's contribution to it omounts to 16% (A1if Ba,11l.24)s - ) L

UNESCO to meet in Beiruté Thanks to the efforts mede by Dre Charles Malek,
Lobrneso Minister in Washington nnd delegete to the UN, the UN Economic, Social |
© and Culturel Orgsnization decided teo hold ita Ootobor Sgssion in Bodrut. Hé Had
alsc suggested thst Arcbic be mude the third official Langucge of the confersnce
(ofter English end French), but this is still under consideration (Ahram,19.2.).
Philippe Trqla requestsd the Lecgus to pot up o comtteo for leying down a unified
Apcb plen in preparat%on'for tho conforence {Ahram,ls3s)s Besides, Dr. Maolck is,
aeeording to "Kutla" 127.2.), the originator of the idea of esteblishing o UN
Feonomic Committes for the Middle Eest on the pattern of those got up for Buropo
and the Fer BEsst ond it was he who submitted a proposal to this effect to tho UN
Gonarzl Assembly lest Septembers :

On Extrodition of Criminala: The Legel Committee will submit to the Looguo |
Council at the noxt session g proposal which dkgtinguishos between purcly political
offonces and "mixed" ones, thus considering as criminel offences acts involving
promeditsatod murdor,poisoning end mesoults on Heads of Stutos and thelr noxt-
of kin, such as hoir presumptives ote. (Ahrom,29.2.).

. Resclutions of tho Lersguo's Cultural Committee: Thesc provide for o unifiad
curriculum on the subjects of national education, history, goography snd Arcbic,
to bo applied to all Lesgue mombor States for primary and socondery schocls,for
tho purpesc-of fostoning inter-hpab aolidarity’and the conscicusness of & eommon

_ heritoge snd destiny (Misri,23.2.). o '

Rolief to Libys andTunis: Tho Political Oommittoe doeided thet the Arch
Governments contributo £E 200,000 to oid the hunger-stricken creas of Libya and the
Maghrib, perticulsrly Tunisia. This amount ropresents tho minimum that the Arch
Stetos are called upon to allocete. Further perticulera on the old and its
distributicn in the public intecrost are boing kept sceret.. A momo by the AL
locder, 'Abdul Krim, on the food situction in Tunisis and -Algoria has beon
submitted to Hebib Bourguibe, the Tunisisn loader, to 'Azzem, urging the Losgue to
apply to the international reliof orgonizationsfor agssistance for thosecountrics
(hesne,22.2.)e ' '

The Maghrib problem: As to Libys, in addition to sending a mission cenposed
of members of the Libyan Liberation Committeoe ,the Politicol Committee contoented
itself with reitorating previous rosolutions insisting od Libya's undty ond.
independonce and promising evaery assistance necessary to sccuring these eonds.
Rogording Moroceo, preliminary discussions jgccording to "Ahrom" (19.2.),led to the
oristallizing of two views on tho quostion: the one favourcd submission of the issue
to- the Sgeurity Council, the other - to the UN General Assembly. The lottor e.oursc
ig thought likcly to be followad {(ibid,)}. There is, howover, no troce of cither
of them “n the officirl rosolution, which merely stotes thet loroeco had medo no
progrosa towards geining independence and it furthermore expressad regret thot the
Powors ruling Moroceo had done nothing to rocognize hor élaims to solf-detormination.
It also rogretted the bloody clashoa which recontly occurrod thore (in Tetuan)

(J+ d'Bgypte,23.2.). The restrained and oven likewarnm tone of these resolutions
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stands, it shculd b6 noted, inistrenge contrest to tho vielent progs—campeign

woged nzaingt alleged Proneh-Spanish eollaborstion in suppressing Morocean
nationaliste and Fronch melodministration in Tunis and Algeria.. This coutious

2ttitude on the part of thé Loague has been further underlined .-by a statement ettributed
to 'Azzem Pegha or ths Lesgue, to the effeoct thet tho Arab Stotes de not approve

of the Morocemn neticnalists’ stend vis-d-vis Spain. This stotement wes, of courso,
vigerously denied by thé Lesgie Sgeretariat (Misri,24,2.). : .

League Tuckles Yemen Orisis. ‘ . N .
Following mn sppenl for arab Leegue arbitretion issued by-both contesting
partios in the Yomen, an inquiry commission wes sot up, headed by. 'Azzam end eomposod
of delegetes of &ll membor States, as follows! Hussein Hosni., Seerotury to tho King
and an oxpert on Yomen (Bsypt), Yussuf Yasain (Sa'udie), 'Abdul Jalil Rogi ('Iraq),
Mazher Arslan (Syris), Togi-eddin Sulh (Lebanon), Midhat Jum'a (Transjordan),
Sheikh Hassan Ibrehim, the Yemeni ropresontative on tho Apsd Loogue. Prince Soif-
ul-Islsm 'Abdullsh, who is now in Parls, had coBled the Leogue t0 2llow him to Join
the delegation, fluce he was neutrel o the conflict, but owing to tho urgency of tho
mettor, this idef™o be wbandoned (Akher 84 'a,26.2.).

_ The 4. sgetion loft Goiro on the 28th Fobruary (Ahram,29.2.) aboard ths schooner
"Farug" equipped with cmnons and armoured vehidles and accompanied by a militery
.plane. The delegation thouzht at firast to g0 to Sana's by air, following the oxanple
of the cdvenge purty (gee last issue), but later chenged its mind, in order to bo
able,poasibly, ' to call representatives of both partiss shoard the schooner as
neutrel ground for arbitration (Akher ‘8a'a, ibid.), Prior to loaving ,the delegation
cabled: an appcel to both parties to stop hostilities pending the Lesgue's verdict.
"Azzem declared that the delegation hed nc fixed plan and would net according te
circumstonces (Zaman,1.3.).. It ig noteworthy thet on the 26th 'Azsam received n dospateh
from Ibn So'ud dissuading nEoB: o "srduous" journoy to San'as (Ahrem,29.2.), - -

myEr

Tho British Scheme for "Sudanization" . of the 8udan, .

‘ The text of & decres issusd by the Sidan Government bringing roforms to ths
JAdministration of the Sudan, was published-in Ceiro on the 22nd February., & copy .of the
decree had been sent by the Acting Governor General to the Egyptian Govornment and
& sacond, copy. to the British Ambesgador in Cairo. In an explanatory note attached to tho
docree the Governor Genoral p.i. stetod thot the deerce will be submitted to ths _
Sudan Advisory Council on Mareh.3rd (Kutla,23,2.)1-ﬁn official lotter dated January
15th by the Foreign Office to the Egyptian Ambassedor in London wags also publighod
in Csiro. The letter omphasized that the decrec on Sudsnization had been issued by
tho Governor Genersl in gceordsnce vith tho civil and militery powers conforred
to him by the Anglo-Egyptian 1899 Convention., ™t azserts that a number of modifications
verlior notified to Britoin in an Bgyption memorsndum  had bosn includsd in tho decroe,
ond gtges that the docres has the full spprobation of the British Government,

The lotter also sugzests & commigsion of non~official Egyptian and British oxports

1o oxamine tho logsl sspocts of the decreo and namely pera.5 of the Egyption

memorendum which pointed out the necessity of Anglo~Beyptia congent bafore n legislation
could Be logully put into effect by the Governor Genopsl, It finally oxprossaes

the hope that "the Fgyptian Governmsnt hoas not the intemtioh to limitate the exccutive
authority of the Governor Gensral.in mﬁbtersAdaaling'exclusivoly with Suden's internal
affairs "(J. d'Bgypie,23.2.). ‘ : ‘ . L .

- In decres, comprising 65 articles, provides for the constitution of an Executive-
ond a Legislative organs. The Executive,, under the responaibie-chairmanship of the
Governor Genersl (art.l7) is to compriSG-hOtleSS then 12 ond: not mors than 18 meubers,
- appointed by the Governor General fart«lO).‘The Governor General is.alsc to enjoy full
suthority on the dew'sions renchoed by .the Bxecutive (art.19), T

The Legislative Gouncil is to corprise appointod ﬁéﬁbars‘(not.axceeding 10)
as well as clscted members making a totecl of 65 (art.26). Sudanege Vgticnalg over 30

yaora of apo, resident of the constituency which elactsthem for over 2 years rnrc
oligible or linble to nominaticn in the Counell (&rt.30). The Legislative Couneil-oon.
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bs dissolved by tho Governor Géncral (art. 37 Eleetions aro to be held every threo
yerrs (':’Lr‘o.jB). The nomination of the Council's cheirmsn must be npprovod by the

.. Gavorner Genorsl (art.41). The Souncil is not sllowed to legiforato oo W)’ tho
. Budan Constitution,; b) the relotions botweon tho Sudancss Govofnment on tho ono

hand and tho British and Bgyption Govornments on -thd othor, c¢) the relations botweon
the Sudshess Govormmont and othor foreign countries (ort.533). Dlscuss:.ﬂns on
dofore @, iln‘,nco, minoritiocs (nationak or religious) cannot toké place unless previous
uthtrlsutlﬂn from. tho Exeeutivo (art.54). All  decisions reached by the Logislative
Council are to be notifod to the Executive in the form of "rocommendotions” (art. 46).
Art. 5 & 6 providc that the Govornor Gonorsal will "whon ho sves it £it" appo:m‘b
ministors md undor-secrotérios rospons:.blo to him (Sawt &l—Ummr,22 24 ) F_
{;‘ho docmo wes daﬂcnbod in the Foroign Officoe ldtter of “the 15 1.48 to tho
Egyptien Ambassador es ™bhe long-awadtod indtictivo towcrds self—-govornmont in
Suden" (J.d'Egypte,23420 )

" The publicetion in Cairo of the decrco on the Sudanizetion of tho Sudnn,‘

- wes followed by en outburst of virulont attocks directed sgeinst tho Egyptian Govora-

mont end the British, Tho:following hoedlincs in Beyption newwpapors (eolle eted

at rendom by J. D B,24.2.),-cro nost  chorcetoristic of the indignation oxprossod

by prossmen bolon;‘lnp‘ to difforent partics: "Dictotorship in the Sudean". " "Plot

for setting up o dictatorial regime™. "Criminal attompt to separcte Sudan from Fgypt".
"4 logisletion putting the Suden undor the demination of the Governor Gonoral®,

One of the wost striking heudlinﬂs weo thid of ¥ phrom? (27.2.) rocding: "His Mojesty,
Robart HCWu the First". : S

Indoed sthe toxt of the British deerce nesds very little comment, if at 011,
to outlino its dietetorial charscter. It is however notoworthy to emphasizo tho
frot that almost 21l nawspopers in Egypt eondownsed tho scheme ond doscribed it os
"s. now British mansouvrs to seemwrc full British contrel and-isuthority weniths:Sudon®.
Lorgovor, it was especially pointed out that, should Egypt eceopt to entor into
nogotistions with Britain on the besis laid dowm by tho British schome, sho Wiuld

"~ by .so doing .ruin hor wholo nationzl. cause (Ikhwen al-Muslomin quoted by Zuman,24.2.,

cnd Misri,25.2.). "Miari" (24.2.) also wrotc thot the schemo was but an association
o words to empower the Govornor Gonersl Tn.th complote sovoreignty ovor the Sudan.
Tho Wefdist press, nomely "Scwt ol-Umma" 125.2.}, violently took tho Government to
task cnd chorged Nograshi with tho sole responsibility for his policy of "feit
decompli. The sams nowspaper also omphasized that the.Governor Gemorcl of thd Sudcn
is but an Fgypticn official. A similer romerk .was mado by "Ahrom" (25 and 25.2.).
Only “Asssa"™, the Secoadist orgon (qurashi is thé& Progident of tho Sandist Porty)
mado a timid a‘ttumpt to justify Nograshi's hositations wis—d-vis -tho British schomo,
It triod to explain thet "sinee tho British arc &till occupying the Suden™ it would
be better to negotinte with them than to leave things ns they are (Assns,25.2:).
Nogreshi hes boen roported to have blamed the Sudanvse for their hoste to get rid
of tho British wnd to hove gtoted thot thoe Sudenuvse should not bo impatient (Kutle,

) 27 2. ). This report,however,wes not confirmed by othor sourées.

.M‘. oll evonts, it Wﬂﬂrqcco_mln{ obvious that ‘tho firs, yp’bimn Cabinot hrd boon
soricusly affocted by the. genorel opposition ggeingt ths British schome and thot
it would bo compellejl, to, reject it in viow of the violeat reaction of Egypt's
politicel quertors \Mlsri 29.2. ), Egypt, it wes r\.gortud, would also” domand for a
strict epplicetion of her constitutional rights (Akher Sa'e,25.2.). A draft’ aswor

by Bgyptian oxperts rejocting the British proposals was reported to bo already in

praperation for dispateh to Lendon (Ahrom,27.2.) end & now Egypbisn scheme propared
instead (Zoman,26.2.). : '

The British proposals were finally rojected by th@ Eg;yptlan Cablnet (Routg,r,
28424 )+ Various politicel partics and associations, including tho Libersl (Government
Party) had proviously stetod their opposition to ths schome. The Sgneto Foreign
Affoirs Commission had also expressed the opinion that Zgypt hed errod by accepting
to entor into negotiations with Britein on the Sudan ‘question :(¥Misri,29.2.).

In viow of" tho ‘sc&rci.‘tgy of informetion from the Suden it is difficult to
egcertein whet hos boen the. exect recetion of the Sudansse, particularly ths - -
British "Uma" Porty, to the British proposals. It rppesrs, however, that t
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been #ret with similar oriticism as in Egypt. The Secretory Genersl of the Sudcnosd
Indspondent Party (Separstist) is oven roported to have stoted that the proposad
lsgislation includes noithor provisions for solf-goverdment nor for independonca
(Re,25.%.)s "The Union af Sudaneso ‘students in Ceiro igsusd o memorendum stoting thet
they will fight ™ho imperialistic 'schome™-gnd appealad t0 the Egyptian to fight it, -
too (Kutle,25.2.). The Presidont of thé Ittihad {Sudensso. Union) Perty, donnpunced the
schemo &8 an ottempt to 'divide betwoen Egypt end tho Judon {Misri 25.2.)s A spokes-
men of the "ashiqga" Party (partisons of the Unity with Fgypt) is- also poportod to have
vodced his party's rojection of the proposcd legisletion (Ahram;27.2.).

. v‘Despita‘this outburst of criticism'&né ﬁrotasts;_i£_¢¢q hQﬁ?ﬁQI,fQQQOQL?hﬂtHZ
Bpitainfwbu;d“cgzry~0utrthe implementetion of the: schome) - even if"Egypt rejeotod it
(Migri, 25.2.), Mahroam® (25+24) £lso recelled that there had been pracedonts of

legislation having boon anforced in the Suden without Feypt's congent.

Optimiem. sosms’ to hive prevailed for a whils in .London &8 to & favrouables
outeome of the proposed legislsation, Woll informsd circles. wont aven. g8 far as to
forosee & rosutiption of Anglo-Fgyptian negotiations (Ahram;24,2,)i It should bo,
howovar, omphdsizod that thedo reports wore published before, tho Egyptisn roactions
to.the British schome wore known in London... The Egyptian press'attitude wes.lotor
described by the Cedro "Manchoster Cuardian® corrospondont as "unencoursgingh-
(Ahrem,27.2.). Egyptian ¢irclos in Londotl also strdssod that tho British proposals on
. the Sudan "wers of a nature to bring new difficulties to Anglo~Ehyptian rolations®
AMisri,;2942.): Still,the beliof porsisted thet Britmin would enfores the sechomo e
&8 she wishes 1o keop eontrol over tho Sudan for stretogic reesons eonnoetod with =, .

generel plan for thé defohce of Afrdca (Ahram,27.2.7.

'IRAQ

Dissolution of the Cheamber. . ) T

o . On the 25th February a Royal decroo was issued by the Regent ordering the
dissolution of tho Chember, It stated, inter alia, thet "becauss of the prosent dolicate
circumstances which necessitsats taking due messuros to fulfil tho desircs of the notion..
it is imporative to ascertsain the opinion of the nation..." (Ahrem,26.2.).

) One reason for the dissolution of the Chamber may be said to be the Cbinct's
desire to moet another of the six demands, Jointly edvanced by the country's throc
pertiss on the dey that the Cabinet wos: gnougureted (Ahrom,26.2.). A sccond reLson
mey be the desire of the Government to appear to tho nation as being progressivs, in
that they removed &1l reémnbalts of the Jobr period. Moreover, in view of o probablo and
seemingly much-desired sebtlement of #olotions with Britoin (gec bslow), it doubtlessly
wented to rendor ‘impossible a Poourrence of the roecent "ooup® which was ingtigated by
unsatisfied parties ond incdeguotely represented elements of the Chomber who agitoted
the populacs to rise agsinst the euthorities. : -

o Elsctions aré to bs hold in two months ond the new Chember is oxpectod to convone

© two months later (Ahram,26.2.). Prior to the eloctions a reshuffle of the Cabinot
is cnticipatod in ordew to make it o-conlition Cabinet by admitting into it Notional
Domocrets ond Liberals (the Istiqlsl is slready roprosentod by its President, .
Muhamnad Mahdi Kubboh, the Minister for Supply). Kamil Jadurji, President of the
left-wing National Democrotes stated thot his party would only partieipate in tho
Goverament if its stipulated conditions woro accepied, the main one presumsbely boing
the proportion of their participation., The Liberals have not as yet deecided on the
question of thedrperticipation (Misrd;26.2.). The purpose of setting up & coaliticn
Government is to onsure thoit elections will be conducted by 2 Governmont ropresonting
all perties (4hram,23.2.). The dissolved Cheambor wis oloctod in 1947 under the
administration of Premier Nuri Sa'id (Ahrem,26.2.} and none of thoso partiocs was
ropresonted in it, the Liberals boycotting the oleotions, and the other two parties
feiling to gain any seets. o .

In view of the impending elections tho "Constitutionsl Bloe" which wes the
Opprgition of the dissolved Chamber, and comprised some 50 Deputies (out of o .total
of 140), is roorganizing itself into a now party to be ¢alled Mtho Constitutional
Blo¢ Party". This nascent party is represented in the present Cgbinot by -Muhammed
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Ridha 6l-Shobibi the prescnt Ministor of Educetion, who headed it in thoe Chanbor,
and by Nassret :1-Forisi, Minister of Stato (Ahrom, 25424 @

In the forthcoming slection-cempsign, the parties are exrected to co-oparato
" with =ach othor by jointly sllotiing to themsclves districtescapocially thoso
populetod by tribes jin order to prevent independent candidates from goining office
(Ahpar3,26.424)

Anglo- 'Tragi Relations )
On ths 23rd Februery it wos disclosed that the 'Iragi Government had sent to

Britsin & memorsndum oxplaining the resscne for the non-retifiocation of ths Portsmouth
Tpeoty. The memorandum asserted that tho proposcd Treaty wes not in the intorssts of
'Irag, since it did not call for the complete withdrewel of the British from tho two
cirbasos in Bebbanieh ond Shaibgh. ~ Morsover, it granted Britein meny finaneial and
cconomic . concessions. ‘Irag, furthormore, could not sgree to the proposed Jjoint
Dofoense Board which was to be ostablished s an exscutive and not merely & consultative
body. Hed it besn sccepted it would have meent in effoct British contpol ovor 'Irag's
policy and public utilitics. Finelly the memcrandum expressed 'Irag's recdiness to
revisc the 1930 Troaty in a mannor gueranteeing 'Iraq's notional sspiration (Misrd,
Asses(& 4B,24.2.). The disposition to revise the Trooty is also be found in two
unofficisl stetemonts o follows: On 23rd Pebrusry No.ssrot sl-Farisi, Ministor of
Stato, commenting on the British roply to the 'Iragi rejection Noto of the Portsmouth
Trocty,seid that 'Ireq,wishing to strongthon her friondship thes with Briteins very
mich dosired to onter into new nogotistions with her . regarding the modification
cf the 1930 Tresty (Misri,24.2.). Similerly, Hamdi si-~Pachachi, the Foreign Ministor,
on his roturn to Boghded from the Arob Losguo Couneil's session in Ceiro, statoed

that since the 1930 Treaty does not suit 'Irag ot prosent she would not refusc to
negotinte with Britain its modificotion (Ahrom,26.2.). Both of thesc stotemonts
should be associstod With o soriocs of carlior oncs (pee our last issuc) indicecting
tho samo trend.

sEsmdoms
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Lepgue Gesgion Closod! Summary of Results. - :

Sincs the discussion on Pelestine, the dominating feature of the scssion, wus
complotad on the 17th, proccedings wore expected to come to an end on the 19th.
Howsver, they dragged on until the 22nd, thereby extending it more than s pericd
of a fortnight. This delay is presumsbly duc to events in Yemen und pessibly to
the desire to sscortain the trends of discussions at the Security Council and act
sceordingly. The inturvening duys woro fillod by a roview of the Libyan question,
tho situstion in the Maghrib, with spscicl reference to tho Tetuan clashos and the

" =lerming food shortege in Tunis, Lshej's roquest for admission to the Lesgue, the
quostion of a unifiod oil policy as o wsapon to fight Partition, the relations
with the UN Food and Agriculture Orgsnization, the questicn of joining the
Internationul Refugess Organizetion (ILR.0.), sa well os e number of technical,
logsl snd cultursl problems. If we sdd to this the problems referred to in our prewions
issues, such ms the question of an inglo~Arsb alliance, the Syro-Lebsnesc monetary
dispute, the unification of currencies, the convening cf an Asiatic Conferencs and
Viet-nem's sppeosl for holp, we will have o foirly complets picture of what the

cogne anticipsted desling with. : -

It is obvious that tho two wesk period sllocated to copewith an sgenda as
pretentious and crowded as this falls far short of the actual need and cannot
bs expectod to yleld spprocisblo rosults. And indsed, none of the probloms, with
the sxception of Pslestine, was given & thorough “troctment , let slone brought
ngarer to solution. They wore sither, a) referred to special committees (or
respectively assigned tc Governmonts for further study), as in the case of Ireq's
propossl for the unification of currencies, the Asiatie Conforence and Viot-nem's
roquast or b) postponed until the coming session in Merch, os. was the fate cof the
suggested Anglo-Apub. allisnce , the kindred problem of strengthening inter—Apab
solidsrity in the politiesl and sconcmic spheres, ond the wmodifiying of the Laesgue
Charter or else o) some short term comproviise was found or minor preliminary staps
decided upnn, as whs the emse with the Levent currency disputs, Libys and North
Africae in ‘genereal. - :

On tho other. hend, certsin positive achievements should not be overlooked.
As rogords Palostine, to begin with, unsumimous agreement 1s sadd to heve been
reeched on &1l points discussed by the Political Committos (Misri,1842.), and
211 of them, 'Azzum assursd the preas, were of on-"executive®” {i.0. practical)
nature (Misri,17.2.), including o number of ®secrot" resolutions bsaring on militery,
politicel and fingneinl ospects (ibid)s It wos decided to contralize and
coordinate defensg moesuras and to insure cn ineroased supply of orms and foodstuffs,
5 this end o thres-men body was crected (gos our lsat igsue), roferred to by
Fmile Ghouri =5 ths "Supreme Advisory Council®, whose tesk it is to complewent
the variod {politicsl and sdministrative) functions of the AJH.E. (Difa',19.247.
By including the Mufti in this body, he was sccorded full politicel status &s tho
official roprosentative of the Palostine Apebs on the Lesgue Council. It was also
sgresd to invite Jerusalem’s fseistant Director of Supply to Cairo for consultstions
(Ahrez,17.2.)« A plen for immediste militery oction was presumably drawn up by
s conference convoned by Gonersl Safwet in Cgire on the 2lst and attendad by Col.
Shawket Shugeir, the Lobanese represontative on the Military Committos, 'Abdul
Qader sl-Husseini and Hassen Splameh. The Military Committee who met on the samo
day (Ahream,22.2,), it should be noted, hes bscn streong ened by the arrivsl in
Demoscus of its Tponsjordsn nomber, ibdul Qader al-Jundi, Deputy Commander of the
areb Logion, who wont ot ones to sos Qewugji (Palostin,19.2+).

Although it had besn previously stated that there was no intention to invade
Palestine bofors the British withdrewsl, the appro sshingdiscussion by the Security
Council of the dospoteh of an intornotionzl foree to Palestine prompted the Leaguo
gpokosman to threstén immediato invasion by ropular and other forees, should the
Socurity Council docido on such & steps Thoro is civil wer in Palestina, 'Azzom

ENCLOSURE|:
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declared, and therefore no foreign State or group of States is permitted tg e
intervens (Misri,17.2.). Tpuman's personel appeel for rostraint end prescrvation of
po&cs-in the Middle Fast doos not soom to have produced any tompering effoct.
Poeheachi, Mordon, 'Azzem and tho Apab Logations in Cairo woro oegar to assurc -
the public that thoy know nothing of it (Abrem,17.2,), though - secording to
anothor roport (V. 'Azem in Prl, Fost,18.2.) =tho rocoipt of tho MO8BHZE WS
confirmod on tho 16th by tho 'Iregi AotingForoign Minister, who had telephonod
Pocheehi for instruetions concorning it. Pachachi wvon went so far o8 to saddle
Truman vith tho rospongibility for tho disturbances in Polestine and throatonod
that they would not cease until Partition was abrogated and the Apab demands
satisfied (Ahram,16.2.), :

Aside from the military measuros, the Politibal Committos is seid to have
docided to recommend ton gconomic roprisal moosures sgeinst S¢atos participating
in tho implomentation of Partition, including, it is believed, the sovercnce of
sconomic relations (Difnt, 17:2.)s Id this context the oil quostion presumsbly
bolongs. It was unanimously fgroed thet all member Stetes should adopt & unifiod
oil policy, with perticular refarenogto tho TaPline Company, and that this motter
should not be discussod op docidod. upon. without the consent of the rest of mombop
Stotes (Misrd,2.2,). This doeision would not affect, howover, existing oil
congogeionss  In this esonnoction, it should bo noted thet Arameo hns reportedly
»fforod. to Syris, tho sithor of the nbove move,sa million loan, This is sedid
to have been rejocted, ns woll as o glmilar offor to Egypt (V. Azem in Pal. Post,
22424)s  Another 8top in o different direction is the strongshening of the anti-
Zionist boycott. The League Secretariat has informed the Lebanon thet the Leaguo's
Boycott Committees would shortly viesit that country as part of an inspoction ‘tour
of the Apab Cgpitals (4N4,18.2.). ‘ ’

A tengible achievement represents tho temporary sgreemont (until Mareh 31)
medictod by 'Azzaw and- Yussuf Yessin (on instructions from Ibn Sa'ud) in the Syro-
Lebanose wonetery dispute, whoreby both eountrics agreod to mgintein for the
spocified period the froo convertibility of their curroncios for dmport-export

purposes (ggs Lebanon),

The Political -Committes algo possed the Egyptian proposal for the
establishment of o UN Buresu for tho Middle Eonst end issued the appropriate instructions
to thé Apob reprosontetives on the W Eeonomic rnd Soeinl Qouncil. It stipulatod,
however, that tho sctivitiocs of the Buresm should bo confined to the Middlo East
{including Turkey, Iran, Afghenistan and Pakiston) and oxeludo foreign Powors who
havo intorcsts in this part of the worlds The Burcou eim® primerily ot furthering
commoreisl intorcourse betwoon tho countries ecnocoernod (Ahram,l7.2.).

Lahoj. and tho Losguo.

The requost of tho Sultan of Lahoj end Chief of the 'Abedila tribes, Shoikh
Fodhl 'Abdul Kerim, to grent his country reprossntotion on the Arab Lenguo, .
confronted the lotter with o poculiar problem.. It wag opposed from tho start by
Yemen, which even objectod to the compromise suggestion proposed to tho Loague
Council, to admit Lohaj to & musber of sub-committess, in nocordance with tho
precedent set in tho cuso of eortsin North African countries, which wore granted
roprogentetion on the Culturel Committec. Tho Wein rozaon for Yemen's rofussl is
© that Lahoj wos not, as provided in the Lenguo Charter, sn indopendent country,
but ono of the nino British dopondeneios in 'Aden Protectorate, The Yomeni dolegote
to the Lesguo, 'aAli el-Muoyyad, took up the matter vith the Egyption Deputy
Foreign Minjster, Komel 'Abdul Rahim and explained to him thot Lahoj was but an
integrsal pert of the Yomon but had beoen foreibly soperated from it and thet the
Yemenitos never rocognizod the logality of the British occupation, just rs
Egypt disowned Britecin s olaims to Sudons He also submitted a doteiled roport,
propared by Nejib abu *Izzeddin, on tho political, logal snd social conditions
provailing in the Protoctorete, This roport points out that the Sultan of Lehej
roceivos from the 'Aden Government o monthly allowange of 1082 rupees plus sn
onmual gratuity of 2100 Mpees; thet the number of its inheabitants doss not exceed that
of ‘a single Cgirc constituenecy; that the édministration is controlled by a Britigh
Governor, Chief Seerstary, Resident Advisor and Chiof Justice; that all this
is provided for in locnl agreoments tormed "troctigs® by the Colonial office, which
have been arbitrarily renowed sines 1803 for a sucassion of yoors. .
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The Bgyptian Government accepted tho viewpoint of Yemen cnd mede sndeavours to
persusde the Lesgue delegstos to provent Lehej's joining the Lesgue committoes
{Misri,18.2,). The mettor camec up before ths Politicel Committee on tho 18th
and &3 a result, it was decidod to defer the discusaion to the Mareh Session
(Ahram,19.24) . S L S

League's Latest Worry: Yomen. Special

The Yemenite coup d'Btot (for which sog Issus) took the Lesgue Conferenco
unswares. Although ruwours of Lriem Yahya's death and the estsblishment of s new
Governument hesded by Seif ul-Hagq Ibrahim, the Imam's 8th son, under the Imamate
of 'Abdulluh b. al-Wezir, havegfcen set on foot sinco January 15, these avents
bocare & cortainty only es late as tho middle of Februasry, whon the new Imam
cebled ell Arcb Kings and Rulers the ncws of his succession and Hussein ‘al~Kobai,
the now Foreign Minister, cubled 'Azzam to come to the Yemen and sec. the ow
structure erectod by & democritic Govornmedh" (ahrem,20.2.)s King 'Abdullsh, toc,
telephoned 'Azzam and urged him to respond Kobsi's csll (Misri,2l.2,)s Following
this the Politicsl Comittee mwent into.the question {on the 19th) and decidcd to
despateh at once a fact-finding committes to Sena's, as a preliminary step to
sending & six-man committee, composed by ropresontatives of all Lésgue wouber Statos
and led by 'Azzam, for the purposc of "agsisting Yomen in ovorcoming prescat
difficultics". Sheikh Hassen Ibrehim, the Yomeni delegete to the Political Committco,
suggested the choice of Gon. Isma'il Sofwet for this job, since he was well acquadinted
with that country and - it w28 pointed out - « friend of the supporters of both
the late Imom ond his sucesssor. It should be mentioncd that Sefwat spent the war-
yeers 1939-42 in the Yemen, &s 1';{7«1 of the 'Iraeqi Military Mission for cresting
& Yemenite Army. Howevor, Sefwdt oxcused himself because of his dutios as C. Fu-0,
of tho Palestinc "Libe &t%on Arny". Thorefors the following wore sppointed as "fuot .
finders": 'bdul Mun'iMUSVERBR. Tama il Hessed@dMynd.liustepha Yessin, threo
Egyptisn Foreign Ministry officials cnd Mubdi Saleh as-3omari, o Yemenite noteble

-residont in Ceire (Assts,22.2,), cccompsnied by Yahys Ismalil al-Wadi'i; o Yemoni

cfficicl of the Arsb Lesguo. On the 2lst the mission left for Sana's by sir.

EGYPT

Bpitish ncto_to Eeypt on "Sudsnissticn of Suleti".

: Peliticel astivity in Fgypt this wook has shifted from purely Egyptian
sffairs to the Arsb Lesiuc's weetings, which doelt mzinly with Pelestine and
incidentéllywith Libys (goc Genersl, Ardb Affeirs). Bohind-the-scene activities,
howevor, céntred ercund the Sudan question. A British notc, in reply to Egypt's
roquest for a modification in the Sudsness rogime, wes reported to have been
examined by the Egyptisn Cgbinet (Misri,19.2.). The note which was published by the
Foreign Office in Loundon on tho 2lst proposed sn Anglo-Fgyptisn Conference teo ruviso
ordinances for ruling the Sudan (AP,21.2.}. It stoted thet the rovision should
ensure that the crdinance provisions are truly in the intorests of ths Sudwcnesc
pscple and thot it affords thom the mexiumum dogres of self-governmont consistent
with their prosent stago of development (ibid.}. Although the officizl reactions to
the British note aré not yot avallable, some Ministors wore slready reported to havs
reserved their opinion "until the British answer is cfficially discussed" (Misri,
19.2,). One of the groatest opponsnts to the Government's atbitude in tho Suden
quostion scems to be Husscin Heykal, the.President of the Senate and Ghairman of
ths Libar&}l Party. Heykal, it was steted, iz of the opinion that the Briti sh poliecy
on the Suden is & mere sereon for tho mcintenance of the present Sudoncse regive, emd
that 51l British propositions should have besn completely ignored by the Egyption
Govormmont (Misri,16424) . Although the Liberele heve token ne decislon as yet

on the British note (ibidy-., their President, in = stetement to "Rose al-Tussuf"
(11.2.) ,roculled the fact thet st the UN Nograshi had insisted®@he British svacust
from Bgypt cs well as tho Suden. Heykel is slso reported te heve stotéd that Mit
would Ye Linconsistent with Noqrashi's stotement, if Egypt enters into negotiations
on reforms of n regime which she hus previously asked to.PEnnulled sltogethor (ibid.).

Available press roports seem to indicste that the differonces betwsen the
Iiberels sod the Saadists ‘the two Government perties), were inereasing. Apparently
the leaders of both parties ors pursuing cfforts to maintein a united front ogeingt
the Wefd. Heykel hed sppeslod for more unity and wurned that ™ew elections would
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result in the Govermment being held by one party” (meoning the Wefd) (Sawt nl-

Unme.,, 18424).  In enothor statement, he also stressed the need for more politicel
unity (4hram,19.2,). It is apparently in order not to provoke a split botween the
Libsrels and the Seadists that the Zgyptian Fremier lator expressed criticism of the
projected British scheme (P.B.S.,23.2.).

Meanvhile, it was reported that the.Sudanose delegation was to be roshuffled
and oll ite membors simmoned to Coirc in order to follow tho development of the
talks concerning their country (Ahram,18.2.). Isme'il al-Azhari, the lszder of the
Delegotion, and o known gupporter of the unity with Egypt, later stated ad a necting
hold by university graductss, thet he was ageinst tho *Sudenisation" schemo (Ahram,
20.2-)- '

Oh‘tho 19th of February the Sudsn Governmont published in Khartum the  text
of & bill providing for the nationalisstion of the Sudenese people (ANA,19.24 ),
The bill, which is tc be aibmitted to the Sudan Advisory Couneil on the 3rd of
March, provides that poople born in. Sudan or, permenently residing there, are entitled
" te becoms nationsls of Sudan. The bill hos been viclently criticised by opposition
parties in Fgypt, end it was pointad out thet, when enforeed, Egyptions will have
the ststus of "foreigners" vis-d-vis, the Sudenese (Kutla,20.2.), "Sewt ' al-Umnmch,
19.2. described the bill as an important step towerds tho disunity of the Nils
Valley, while the Wafd s @eneral geerctary chorged the Governmont with full
responsibility for losing the Sudon (ibid.).

The Sudon queation ig‘expactad to be fully exploited by the orposition in
the coming days, and the Govornmont will be obliged to follow the stream or ¢lse bo
confronted with » serious erisis. N ew developments should be awsited in cny coso
before conclusively steting what the official rocetion of the Egyptian Government
will bo towards the British proposal.

Government considers mossurds to combot Comminism.

& bill aimed at checking the spread of communism hag been prepared by the
Egyptian Ministry. of Intorior, and a special Police Buresu 10 centralise information
on Communist activities has beon set up (J. d'E.,1742.)e The Govornment has boen
contemplating anti-Commnist measures for. a long time. In January, the Cabinct
held a special meeting to discuss the question of Communist aotivities ®which worc

apparent rocently at the Fuad University and the Mohalls Toxtile Fectories" (ANA,27.1.).

hs e matter of fact, tho growing Communist influence has rosulted in moro
froquent strikes and grester dissatisfaction openly expressed by wrkers and other
social groups in Egypt. Henco, whon cotmmenting upon the proposed anti-Communist
measurcs, the Wafdist pross pointed out that it would have boen better to denl with
Communism cither by putting an cnd to bribery amongst officials, checking high cost
of living or by enforeing social reforms (8owt el-Unme ,Migri,18.2.),

Attompts to minimize the Communist. dengor were previously nmade by "shrem®
which sffirmed thot Rrypt wes protocted ageinst Communism by her Islomic principles.
The paper also concluded thet Bpitoin was only using the spectre of Communism to win
support for hor nsw policy in the Middle Heast {BeGv,29els)s The "Ahrem® allegationa
however are not entirely corroborsted by facts. A recent poll in tho Puad University
ghowsd that 20% of the students favour Communigm, 23% Socinlism, while only 18%
are for "Islamic Socialism" (Rose s1-Tussuf,4.2,), Tho same magazine also stetod
thet "Communism has suscceded in convineing quite o large number of "Al-Azhar"
studenta", It went on to say thot "Communist olements, which are numerous ot "Al-
Azher", are trying to anbotage religion in thig country" (E.¢G.,19.1s). -In o lotor
issue it reported on a clash botween Communists and membors of the Moslem Brotherhood,
in the Cairo religious institute (Rose al-Yugsuf,18.2.), Similarly "Assas"‘(QO.Q.),
the mouthpiecs of the Sasdist party, in an editorial pointed out ° the existonce
of "a destructive foree", which Zgypt is determined to combat. The sume qualificstion
wos also put by "Akhbaor sl-Yom" (24.1.) which stressed that "it was usclems to deny
tho oxistence of destructive extromist movcments,




Ahram, 22,24 ). Sevoral porsouns were injurcd, smongst whom was the wifc of tho Mi
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It should bs peinted out, hewover, that‘thq-‘.‘-Egyptian Government obviously
Jifferentistes betwesn the local Communists and the U.S.S.R.. or countries under
UuSeS.Re influence. "akhbar al-Yom" (14.2.) put it quite clomrly when it wroto
that ™4 is the Govoroment's tagk to combat Communism in tho country, butb. thet this

. hes nothing to do with Hgypt's reletions with the Eastorn Bloe". Thus the Governnont

is engagod in commorcial talks with & Soviet mission, and has sont official
roprosontativos to Vienna. Bucarost, Budapest end Sofia (Misri,22.24).

Perding the onforcement of the now anti-Communist law , tho Govornmernt appoétrs
to hevo stiffoned its ottitudo towsrds clleged Cemrmunistss Thoso in custedy, ponding
trial, sre reportod to’suffer ill-trectuont ot the hands of the police znd their
do fonse council has lodgod o protest to this offoct. (Sawt cl-Umma,1l7.24).
It is worthwhile menticning thet the pro-Govornment press hove ottempted to discriminste
agoinst locsl Cormunists by claiming that they were closely cooperating with the
Wofd (Akhor 8s'n,30.1. & 11.2.). Other discrimincting attempts alse cemo from -
"Roso cl-Yussuf" (18,2.) who alloged that seversl Egyption Jows, in tho roonks of tho
Communist party, are in faet more "Zionist sgoats™.
Mesglem Brothors stors ormss C

On the 20th ~f Fobruary, betwecn 10430 and 11 PiM., the Islemic Releaticns
0ffies, Cmiro, which belenge to the Meslem Brotherhood, wes bédly demgged by on
sxplosion which shook buildings in an cres of 10 kiloustres (Jo 4'E.,2l.24). The
Offies wns boing used for o forowsll party to 59 loslom Srother voluntoer from’
Suoz, Alexcndrie cnd F.equs befors their doperturs for Palestine (Akhber cl-Yom,21.2.6

of Poland vho lives in the semo buildidg (Misri,22.2.). . 4mong those who attended
the bengquet wes Mohmud Lebib, leador of the Brotherhood voluntear: squnds-(_i‘khbu
c1-Yom,21.2,), who vscaved injurics. Hassnn wl-Banne expocted to attend, ‘
spologised for not doing so ond did not. attond (Js A'Fe,21e24)0

According to a police report following the investigetiong, & grenade went off
socidentally oxploding smmunitions tstorcd in the building (ANA & Ra,21e2w)s Hogsen
cl-Banar ,vhen interrogstod by the invostigotors said thet two Pulostine Arsbs n
had regqucstod his suthordsation to keop oxplosivo ond blankets in the premisocs,
and thot he had cgrocd (Ahrim,22.2.). Purther roports fromthe oxports as to the
csuge of tho explosion, considercd the pogsibility of tho sxplosives having hoen
discherged . £z & result of the hest of tho covering blsnkets (ibidas)e Theso
verious somi-officisl reports-did not prevont some nowspapers from cherging .
Zionists or Comunists with the rosponsibility for tho explesion. . Thus. "ikhbor dli-
Yor" {212) wrote thrt police investigetors bolioeve that. Zionists who sieccedod in
infiltrating inte Epypt could bo the plotters of the outrago. Similarly the same
paper explained thot Communists might nlso be tho culprits as "differcucc of
opinion hed recently come out betwoon Comminists end Moslem Brothors on a plaoncd
domonstration on the ccctsion of the 2lst of Fobruary”. -

Theas allemsticons of courso worc moant to divert public opinion. In auy sk
the socidontsl blowing up of the Moslem Brothorhood and Islunic Relations Officw, -
ia furthor tostimony to.the fact thot the Moslem Brothors are storing arms and
oxplosives in their verious prewiscs. )

. LEB/NON AND SYRIA -
Prpvisional Agresmont. : : ) ) o S
) Utilizing their meeting in Caird, and under the prossurse of .lAz_?.sm Pashe,
Jamil Herdam and Riyadh ss-Sulh on tho 18th Fobrusry signed a prov:Lmonal'ugl‘@C ont,
nceording to which free trade botweon tho two dountrics will continue unhtil the 3lst

Mearch, and sllowing thet duridg the saue poriod tho currency of osch country will ba

sccepteble at tho customs of the ovbher. - Howover, trensfer of monoy botween one
country ond the other will be subjoet to obteining special permi.gsion from tho
reepoetive Financo Ministers. The two parties further undertock to _i‘naugurrtte
nogotiotions concerning their Coummon Interosts not lu,fc,or thon the 15th Mereh
(Misri,10e24) s s : :
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. 4lthough this cgreement gave rise to optimistic declarstions by as-Sulh
.. and Lepdam in respoct. of future relations betwoen Lebanon ond Syrig, it only
repraesents o very temporary soitlement of their reletions designed to avoid chaos, whie
might prove haruful to both countries. In fact, oven before the monotsry issuo the
Common Intorests Convention was oxtended o the 318t %nrch. Tho presont agroement
corrcborstaes. the oxtension with some important limitations rosultent. from the
separstion of currencies. The agroemsnt does not refer st all to the monstary
problom, but reccmmends o final sottlemoent of the sconomic issucs botwoon the two
countries in the light of the soparstion of currencica.

. The article providing for free bredo hotwoon Syris and Lebanon, ovon for «o
period of cne meuth as stetod in thoe agrosmont, appesrs to be & serious hondicap
to Syrie. It meons thet Syrie's plun for procuring hard currency by blocking the
Lebaneso border and by roteining for ovorsotns export &1l surplus products will bo
soricusly sffectod. However, tho Syrisn Goverpmont may. still cireumvent this
provigion by hinting to Syrien exportersto withold their trangporte to Lebonona

IIRAQ,

Redstions with Britein. o

Dospite the stotement pede by a Foreign Office spokesmsn thot Britoin
would not reply to the 'IraqiN% SEGting tha Portsneuth Treaty (Re,9.24), it was
diselosed by "Ahram" (17.2,) that Sir Henry Mack, British Ambasjsdor to Baghdad,
had submitted to tho 'Iraqi Governmont Britsin's reply. hecording to "Ahrsm",it
allegedly stated thet Spitain considersed the 1930 Treaty still valid and made it
clear that us long as 'Irng did not insist, Britain would not revisc the Trosty.
As regerds the Portsmouth Treaty, the reply descrbiled it as being in the interests
of 'Irsq, odding thot tho opposition ggsinst it wnd the riots ensuing from it resulted
from s wisunderstendings This version of the roply is consistent with a further
roport concorning tho Jrbr-Bevin Treaty,. to the. effect thet it was undarstood that
for the wmoment thors wos no desire spporent in Whitshell to secure its ratifieation
by the well-worn moons usoed dn,?revious ccchisiona, tho idew being to let tho new
Government stew in its owm juice for a vwhile (P.F.,20.2.).

Miisrpi" (22,2.), however, reportod that the Baghded papor "Al-Sa'a®, which
it described ns being the mouthpieg¢e, of the prosent Government, wrote thot the
British reply, etressing Britain's,dasiro‘ﬁo maintain peeco in the M.E. and to
continue her good rolotions with 'Iraq, steted that Britesin wes ready to onter now
negotiations for the modification of the 1930 Treaty. ainyhow "isri® (21.2.)
roported thot the Cobinet Wed prepored o response to the British reply.

It seems thot regardloss of the likelihood of a joint regional defonce
pact betwoen the Apzb states cnd Britain, the 'Iroql Govermment and verious politiesl
porsonslities hevo no wish to preocluds the possibility of resuming bilatersl
nogotistions with Britoein saimed at modifying the old 1930 Tresty. To this end &
good meny ststemonts heve been madc: Hamdl Pachsehi, the Foreign Minister, disclosed
that the 'Iragl Noto of rejection of the Portsmouth draft Tpresty mentioned in
addition that the 'Iragl Govermment wanted soon to resums telks with Britsin regerdiag
the conclusion of ¢ now Treaty (Ahrem,13.2.). ™o also told the "aily Telegraph"®
correapondent in Cairo that 'Irag would begin a sories of new talks with the
rocontly-sppointed British /mbassedor to Boghdod {Ahram,10.2.)s Similarly, Pronior
Wyhermad al-Sadr told AP thst the rejoctiod of the Portsmouth Trecty would not
affect friendly roeletions between 'Iraq and Briteain as fer as 'Irsg was concornodl
(Misri,11.2,)s Rida el-Shebibi, the prosont Minister of Zducstion, when wsked whot
wee profercble from the 'Iraql steandpoint - the continusnes of the 1930  Tponty or
now negotiations - gave an evasive onsver,. whilé Dooud al-Holdsari, Minister of Stote,
when gssked tho swame guestion, answered thet he thought that the conclugion of o new
trosty was of grester value to 'Irsq (Misri;15.2.). Sheikh Mehdi Kuybbeh, present
Minister of Supply and Presidont of the Istiglel party,also asserted that the 1930
Tpeaty should bs . medifisd., In o like mannor, Muhommoed Hudald, Viee-FPresident of the
National Democrat. perty stoted thot the rejecticn of the Portsmouth Treety did not
meen the sceeptencs of the 1930 Trosty (Ahram,16.2.)e o
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4 further indication thot tirsq is 'rolexing her former attitude iz provided by
Wihren's" roport (16.2.) thst slthough thers is no sign of agréeomont 16, the iden éf

¢ joint defonse board zs projocted in the Porsmouth Trecty (on this point the British
toptly insisted ), somé "éirélcs would not cobject to its formation os & mére consultctive
Lodys . L

Novortholsss, sofMo 'Iragi cirdlés orc inclined to lébve.thc 1930 Troaty unchonged
until it expirss im 1952, since Britein doos not geem 1ikély to meke ény furthor concession
(Ahrem,18.24) . ' ‘ k o

~ In zny ccso, from tho assortion mezdo by 'Abd nl-'Aziz al-Qasssb, the Spockor
of the Chembor,to tho affoct that the 'Irngi nation by ite very nature supports
"emoersey" in ita strugglo with the Bestern Bloo {Anren,16.2.) it may bs understood
that 'Ireg still profers British friendship with its limitetions te absclute lock of
cormitmont. . i

Befora cormencing new tolks, the 'Iragi Government will be oblifed te wait
until the disturbaness in tho country src quelled. Furthormore, nll partics agrée
that new negotictions should be proecded by the dissolution of the Charmbor, the
olection of a new one and the setting up of 4 strong coelition Government which
wpuld initicte new negotiations. In the evant that Brituin objected stubbornly
+6 the modificaticn of the Tpesty 'Iray might bring hor complaint to ths
Socurity Council (Ahran,18.2.) o

Unmindful of Govornment deliberations, it appecrs thot the 'Irsqi press hive
ussd o barsh tone sgoinst Britein, o fact which led the British Anbeoasador to ledoe
5 protest with the Govoernoeot, declaring thot such & tons was incongistent with the
ruturl friendship cxisting botwoon the two stotes (Ahrom,16.2.). As o result of
this protest (which wes not cffirmed in London official circles - "Misri",17.2.),
the press wus sskedXefredin from ite attocks (Anram,16.2.). &nothor outburst of coti-
Spitish foolings wes the ottempt to sabotage water-pipes = nd slectrical wircs lecling .
+0 the Dritish sairbsse in Shaiba. Here too the 'Iraqi suthoritles intervened, the
D4 strict Commigsionsr of Basrsh deslaring that those essets were the preperty of the
Government and threstening the ssboteurs with punishment (Assas,2042.). Furthermore,
in demonstretions in Boghdad, Sulsimenish, al-Hallah snd Rgmade touched off by the
Cobinet decision to dissolve the Chambor {geg below), the demonstretors shouted
anti-British slogans and ottaocked British reading-rooms (Rutle, 21e24) e

Intornal State of Affeirs.

On the 1jth February "™Misri" reported that the Cabinet had adopted & resclution
+to dissolve the Chsmber “boesussc it docs not ropresent the nation and was not properly
slocted" (Ahram,20.2.)s This decision was discussed by Premier Myhomad al-Sadr
in his two-day visit to tho Rogent who is spending & vecation in Sursong, in northorn -
'Trag (Kytla,20.2.). The decision seems to be rather abrupt since the Chamber was
cdjournsd for two mouths on 3rd February, efter tho now Government was constitutod.

In vxplanation of this mossure it mey be maintsined thet tho Cgbinet was provokod to
thia decision by growing pressurc from those of its mombors who: werc neither meubors
of tho Segnats nor of tho Chamber, and by those who had alleged freud in the lest
sloctions (sueh as the Istiqlal party). Senator Mehdi Kubbeh was reported the day
before (Ahrem,16.2.} to have snid thot sinec his Istiqlel party hed not acknowledged
the legality of the Chembor it still insistod on its boing dissolved os demanded in
the joint manifoste of the parties.

inother oxplanstion suggests thet tho dissolution oims ot divosting the formor
pministors of their parlismentory immunity so that they may bo tried on charges of -
rusponsgibility for the blocdshed in the recent disturbances (Ahrom,19.2.}.

Thet this is still on importent problem may be concluded from the fact thet in
o fiseting collod by Premier Muhommod sl-Sedr to discuss tho situation, the principal
domend of the lesdsrs of the country's three perties, the National Democrats, the
Liborals snd tho Istiglsl, wss for the due punishment of those Tosponsible for the
bloodshsd (Misri,18.2.)s In this connection it was reported thet Jamzl Baohan ,-
Deputy of the former Promier, and Jomil 'abd sl-Wohheb , the former Minister for
Sooigl Affairs , ropudictoed any such rosponsibility soying thot thoy had resignod
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from the Csbinot beforo the ridts (Misri,17.2.).  As for the ex-Premior Saloh Jabr,
it wies decided to bring Him back from sbrofd to _f&,-\c‘a‘thevinvc&tigation‘ cormittoc
(Abream,19.24). It wes lotes reported that the investigation Jactually. intorrogated
sone formqr,mihis‘l‘t.c?rs‘ gnd high-'-z!&nking.officials (Mieriy 22424 ) /Joommittes -

It should bo tHotyd thet should a minister be Pound responsibls he will heve
to be tried byl a high t#ibunal which, aceokding to the 'Iraqi legialation,is to
bs presided. over by the Pesidont of tho Senste w Nupi Sa'id, who w 2. & member of .
the formor Cabinet ahd played an importsht 2olo in the conclusion o% brtsmonth
Trorty {ibids). Aocidohtally) Nuri Sé*bd was roported to bo intending to loave
'Ireq for the purpose of sgttlihg. in Turk?y (Assusﬂte.)_. With reletion to this
issue it was rumoured that J gril el-Mnafati, brosent Minister of tho Interior,
hed tondorod his resignetion, porsistodith nls opinion thet a1 dotoils nbout the
- rovont disturbances should be kopt seoret (Misyd,18:2:)i : C

Unreliablo os it may be, this rumour should ho coupled with rapori 5. in
Bughdod preas sbout the infirm stand of the Governmont cnd tho possible resignation
of some of its mombors (Ahram,18.2.). o ‘ : ! ‘

. At lest, in view of the imminent olection-é,mpc*ign, it may worth whi 1o
nontioning that the Government allowod the oxisting political porties to sct up
branches throughout the country, something vwhich wes proviously forbidden {(Ahram,
16424) 4 ‘ o o

ey | - ) . . R |
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I 'ARAB WORID AFFAIRS

v GENFERAL

Inter-Apeb Soliderity v. Britein 2 - : ‘ ‘
It would sppesr thuet one of tho kéys to an understending of the current crisis

in Anglo~Apab relutions lies with Zgypts This is not sn altogether new conceptions
The Epyptian press, psrticularly thet of <the Opposition, has continuelly emphasized
th:t there eould be no question of Britein settling her problems with the rest of the
Lr:b World as long -as Bhe persists in ignoring Egypt's fund:mentsal deminds. cnd: thet
tny sgreemant rerched with them wes bound to founder on the Bgyptien deadlock (gos our
issue No.18). But wheress this sort of telk could bo diswissed, up to a very ruvcent
drte, s mere propsgends ‘and & bargwining device, since no tungible grond of reel jaub
becking for Bgypt w&9 ovidenesd, the 'Iregi ddbBels and the reported Syro-Lebansse

etive attitude towerds the British bilatersl treaty offers to them ond $a'udi
Argble ssem to indicete thet Egyptien diplometic pressire has beean ut work in the
Ar:b C.pitelg. The causal nexus botween it end the 'Iraqi cbullition must vwedt for
further elucidation, but it is obvious that Egypt esould mot have looked cn,idly whilst
en Apid Lisgue member Statc was negotisting s trecty vhich Feyptien public opinion .
vrded ¢8 a “stab in the back". It is significent, es "Sawt al-Umma® (26.1a) ves
seor to detect, that the Baghded dewonstrators, did not only clamour for British
avicustion of 'Ireq but also of all Arsb Stetes and that reports from there, if we 'ro
to belisve the seame puper,show thet Egypt ond Pelestine were among the factors vhich
provoked the outbresk.. It will oalso be remembered that the Lebansse. propessl to Se'udi
Ar.bis énd the tour to Riyadh ond Cairo of Muhsin Barezi , stated to be the person:d
envoy of Prasident-Quwatli jwes preceded (though not immedistely) by the delivery of -
sgerst dispatch from Forouq to the Presidents of the Levent Stotes snd Tpensjorden.
The content of the messageyit is generslly stated ,becrs on Palestine or the fight
wisinst Cotmunism, but persistent rumours have it thet it is connseted +ith the Britich
defence plans for the Middle REast (Musgemarat,1.24) .

Bosldes, the Lebinese demcrche,it is sald, was not confined to Sa'udi. Aptbic alonc,

It 1s reported thst the Lebanon had proposed to the Apsb Lesgue that the member 9t te:

should conclude an in*arirsb wilitory ellience which would prohibit the signing oit

separste sgreements with non-members Ststoe before consiilting, and obteining the concent

of sthe other members sand included & clwrse calling for thoe Lesgue Charter to bu

moddfied accordingly. This report was, however, denied by 'Azzam and Ricdh Solh (nhram,29.1,)

But this politicel move is srid to hove been followed by an aconomic oneé. according Lo

"Assas® (29.1.) the Lobunose Govt. suggested to the Lergue thet o colloctive commercisl
agrooment between the membor States be conductsd which would provide for (e) no
commorci.sl treaties lieble to prejudice the interests of the Losgue would bo mede betwoen
them wnd non-member States; (b) detdrmining the seconowic relations between the Loo;uo
Stetes and the prineiples of mutual supply and sxchangs of goeds; (c¢) definiim -

the attitude of the Arsb States- towsrds the inti-Zionist boyeott and the deonomic
policy decided upon by the recent Arsb Premiers Conference in Qairo. This move ri-

'toon . sctusted by the widespresd Lebsnese dissstisfaction with existngeconomic rulitlons
with the irsb Lesgue Stetes, as o rosult of (a) the boomerong effect of the .:nti~
Zionist boyecott on the Lsbenese economy which the "sigtor® countries hive consi tontly - —-- -
iznored snd (b) the constont economiefriction -between the Lcbznen and her E‘er.sm

- neighbour culminating in the present quarrel over the question of remsinin® the
Arrne arse. These considerstions, coupled with the political fractors {e.m. the cnti-
British biss of the Murenites, sesc issue No.l9) may rlgo heve ultimately prompted
hor to give proctiesl evidence of her soliderity with Deypt. :

~n interesting Touturs which lerde further support to the hypothosis of prrtinl
Doyptien suthorshin.of the Ared recctions mentioned shove, are the conclusiongarrivod
=t by & committes recently set up by the Egyptien Porcign Winistry for. tho “ceo-ordincstion
of Hgyptisn foreign pelicy".. This committee hus met seveoral times during tho niat throg
ks ond is understdod to hove formiletéed the follewing prinéiples in its report to

VI

the Mlaistry: o) The restriction of Egyptien policy 1¢ ité narrow loccl fromowork
ctnnot rerlise Beypt's espirstions b) 8ince Exypt hes made tho Arch Lotque the wxis of




e
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her policy in the intornetionsl crens, she must dirset public opiuion in Bgypt and
the neighbouring countries toverds the unification of the Apab political plans
and their sxternel problems for the purpose of setting up &n Apsb solidarity bloc vis-—
d-vis the foreign Powwrs in & orel, snd-Britein in perticulars Tt follows from
the "eolloetive™ policy thet urgont staps should be teken to thwart Britein's atteupts
to econclude supsrete sgrecments with the Arob Btetos cnd to imbue thew with the
convietion thedt wny opresmont of this ncture is but :n axe for.‘uqdc'mihning the
Losguc Cherter end the ipeb bloe policy. The politi sxiroteies sompel Egypt to
doolers thot she will Teject cny propos-l wnieh is not bagsul OEh:EL joint settlement
of the relations betweon Britsin and the Apeb Stetes as a whole, sclarction must
bo freely sndorsed by the Lecgue metbers. Conversely, no members will sign any
cgroement ~hich is not pért of © zunsril settloment with Zoypt ond the Arcd Boste
Britoin's contention thet -she must be responsible for bhe security of the Middle
Fr:t oznnot sorve es & basis for an vioréenent, since the security of this areus-is the
sole responsibility of its peopled, provided thay sre given the necessary matericl
mecns,, and furthermore it deponds on the sxtent of their confidence in Brituin
~hieh in turn is dependent on Britoin's willingness to recognize thelr ecloims and
to memove the restrictions . Of.  arms and thertisin: of this soeicl stonders produced
by Britsin's politicsl dominttion (Dife',29.leuss EEYDYL) .

Those principles &ré nct likely to come &8 Burprigse to the rest of arch St Teo)
cnd indeed mey hové been influenced by previous consultutions -ith thems According
to "alher Sete® (29.1.) the areb lewders hed discussed (st the Premiers' Conlerence)
the problem of "pilecemerl settlements, :nd hed decided wiainst them, wors spe-dficslly,
cgeinst. ony militery troaty ncde Lefore Britein had come'to £n underst:andi&\‘ﬂgith Tzypte

. This new orientation of Imypt implies, it would seen, tdat she hos finadly
atspiired of reaching single-handed 8 stisfactory solution of her problems with
Britain., and thia convietion, we are told by Jon Kimche (Pals Fost,1.2.), is shared
by the British. It there has over boen a glimmer of hops for a compromise, the
ropudiétion of the Anglo-'Irsgl Treésty snd the fete of its 'Irsqi signat-ory hes _
oxtinguishod 1t,8s they will doubtless sct on Nograshi as a most effective deterrent.
It is not a gusstion of the terms proposed by Britsin, says the "Manchestor Guardian®,
(quoted by Kutle,3l.1.) becuuse eny terms snd .oy concessions to Britein whll ba
rojected by the Arsb People wnd thers ire very fow Arub lesders whose position
is mo strong thot thoy cen “dere to brave thdmpooples' wrath. As @ result, Kimche reports
an altorants pl;-ag,_is__hbeihg groduslly doveloped. It envissgus formation of & defenco
. bloc which would include 'Iraq, Tponsjorden, Skn'udi Aruvbis ond Syrie,with Pakistan

th supplant Egypt snd to assums tho loadorship of the bloej s o consequsencs, it is
presuncd, deypt would be politicully igolutéd ond its influence in tho Apab Loague
wostened.. Significontly cnough,the Lebinon hes buen left out of the schems (sse sbove }a
Syris is.to be won for the new plen by Britein's abundoning tho Grester Syric .
scheme wnd Tpinsjordsn compunseted for the lettor by chenges in her trosty with Britain
and & mors genorous subsidy from tho Sritish Troasurys. Mr. Marshall is sedd to have
given sssurances of the fullest Amoricsn support for iho schome.

Thot stuch & plen eould hove beon maintainsd in spits of the 'Iregl sotback
presuppoass. s considsreble degres of optimism regerding futurc relations with 'Irage
s fer os tresty relstions with ths four Apsb Stetes spocificd above &rc concerned there
is much to warrsnt such sn outlook. hg to Syria, the septrstion of her currency from
the franc (sag Syrid), is likely to op.n up @ 7ids fisld of cconomic coopsrotion

—————————ribhe the - sterldng-cnd.dollar . nrads CTHLs, in addition to her hitherto friéndly «ttitude
towards Britein =nd the letters' concessions ogerding Grester Syric May Vory woll—+—= -
induce her ultimstely (in spite of hor roported refusal, see gbove)] to join tho Britigh
campe A6 G powerful stimulus in this dircetion mey asdrve Ibm Sc'ud's stond.
amd hore things leok rethor hopeful for Britain. The t.lks which hud originazlly
token plece =t Riyodh betwsen Ibd §,.'ud "and’ the British imbegsador there, cro atoted
by Hafez Vlehbe, the Sw'udl Ambassador to London, to bo progressing end coro expectod to
continue in London shortly (Misri,3.1l.). Regerding Trensjordan Hr. Bovin is cxpected
to meot the wish of the former's - Wovernment for o genorel rovision of the nuglo~
Transjorden Tresty, as wll es of its military snneX (Re,342+)s Thus o situction mey
bs orested soon vhersby Ireq would be surrcunded by & ring of British w1lizs
poverfully backed by the UiSeane i :
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EGYPT

_Bxternel Situation Lo o ‘ o o
" The Fgyptian'press sgress almost unenimously that the 'Iragi” fiegco.hes for

" the time being ruinsd ths chances for resuming.. Anglo-Fgyptien nogotiations.

. The press continucs to oxtol the "rovolutionary movement! of the ‘Iraqi people,
Mwho ‘hays foiled the Imporialistic designs of Britedn" (Ahram,28.1; Zamgn,29.1;

© ' Muscemarst ,li2.ete.). "Rosc sl-Youssof" (28,14} simply ssscrts that politicel

" cireles in Feypt rojoiced at tho British fellure, beoiuse they hed foared thoy would
‘hevo to follow 'Ireq's cxamplo. "Mieri" (28.1.) carricd g report thet o rocontly
sstablished “committoe for co-ordinsting Feyptimn foreign policy", h dod by Kemil
Abdur-Rehim,  Undor-Scerotory for Forcign Affairs hed:docided smong other things to
rgcotmend & ©Ors cloger -co-ordination of tho policy of tho Arcb Luwguo ‘Stotes,
dosigned tc "frustrete tho British plans of contracting separsto trovties with tho
Arcb Stotes®™s Although in the following dey -the Foroign Ministry published 4n oxpross
deniel of this report (Misri,29.1.), it seoms that the Fgyptiasn Govornmont viows with
disfevour &ény immediste rosumption of the negotisations, as’long ns such negotistions
could be construcd as an acceptdntéof the British demands for & coumon’defonco

. schema. : There wero reports thet the US. was -supporting Britsin cnd opposing
unconditional withdrawal (Akhbrr al-Yom,24.1.), thet wore donied by o British

Toreign Office spokesmen (Misri,3lsle). D B o

_In this connoction, it sholf'd be noted: that some prominent personalitics
. like Hafcz Remadan, 'Aziz el-Mosri, 13411 "8llube haove openly declored thuot Egypt
ghould ot prescut join¥heithor of the two world blocs cnd in the avont  0f war should
romsin neutrsl. Masri added that she could ultimetoly join ths strouger bloe,
while 8aloh Harb sdvocetod & pro-Westorn oricntation depsndent on coupleto -
evacustion, "otherwise wo might even joln tho dovil® (4Kher Sa's,29.1; Mussawer,
.30.1.) » Objection to s specisl trocty with Byritain on the ground thet it weuld
nsturclly be construad by Russisa as dirvetod against hor, woro voilecd by’
Miusswwar® (23.1.). Moahtud Ghannen, Doputy-Secretary of the Wofdyeven statod that
Esypt should orientote its policy in the light of the stend token by the Poeweors
in considering the case befers the Sgeurity Council, c.g. o tentotive suggostdon
of & pre-Ruasias attitude, whoreos "Sawt £1-Unona" (31.le) ettuocked the Governmont
for poriicipating in the Hewore Economic Confercnce which is regrrded as "on
cdditionel stop towerdsjoining the westorn bloca. ' o

.. -..The coutious remarks ‘of 3ir Ronald Campbell, who roturned to Exzypt on tho
30th Jenuary, further confirms the view thet negotiations will not bo rosuncd in
ths noor future. He said that his tagk was to remove difficulties proventing

e Tinel sgresment snd that Mr. Bovin still hopod that sueh sn cgroement wes
possibla. He hed now como to convey to Bgypt the opinion of London on this matter
sftor he had fulfilled thoe corresponding task in London. Bub nembers of his
entoursge declared that it was highly improbsble that negotiations would be reosumed
in.the near future (Misri,3l.l.}. :

Britsin Replies to Bevptisn Note on Sudan L.
. -The constitutionel future of the Suden remsins therefore the only problom

o, which direct Anglo-Fgyptian contactexists, "Zaman" reportsd on “the 29th that
fﬁ note conteining the British reply to the recent, Egyptian note on tho constituticnsl
reforms in the Sudan hed been deliveted to 'Amr in London and forwardod by tim

to the BEgyptian Government. Tho paper assorts that the British hed stcted in this
note thot "sinee the Sudanesc Government cqﬁlﬁ not agein postpone its schome

of "Sudanizetion" in couformity With tho domgnds of the Sudoness peopls, thu schoms
would be submitted to the Sudaonsso advisory Council in its fértheoming scssion in
Meroh. The British however proposed the fopmation of o committes composod of twm
British and two Bgypticn mombors, neithér of whom wms to be sn offieial, %o atudy
this scheme and suggest modificotions which wouldb%e—submittod to the Advisory
Council. The Governor-Ggnersl would bo requested to cqnsult the Britich and the
Egyptian Governmeuts befors teking political,. constitutional and internationsl
_ steps. This has been generally confirmed by "Misri" (le232.2.) whome roportu

do. not -contain the last provision but add that tho Govornor-Genersl himsslf should
formulate & now schems, to be submitted to the combinod commigsion, tho non-
officisl character of which weag- strossgd. - v

P
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If these reports are correct, and they correapond to’ sarly British rosction
dzscribing the Egyptian proposals as "lrreal and too far-roach:l.ng, Tisble to impods
the implementation of the whole schomo" .Economist, Ahram,26. 1.), then the \_.&yptimn
. proposal‘get forth in thelr lsst note have not been met at all, but the door his becn
o+ left open for further negot:.a‘taons. It -shouldi 'bc borne in mlnd ,tou that thoru WOLrG

ungorfirmed reports that Epypt has also. proposged the formatidn of o mixod committcs
- thot. muld include Sudcnesa mproscntatives E7e8 study ‘c.he ‘var:_ous Sug@gustud Schonos o«

‘ The fact that o Brltlsh roply to thb Egyptlcm nota on the constl‘butlonu
: reforms in the Suden had Been delivercd.wes confirméd by Noqrash:g himgelf, whe
. stoted that the advisorg body of. the Cobinst was studying it (Ahrnm,l 24) s Miorin
(1a24 ) -reports this mattor will be tho main topic of the fortheoming talks botwoon
~Nogrsashl and Oampbo:ll Londoneireles are optimistic ebout the oubeome of thouso tulka.
Noqrashi has ogein steted his concilisstary policy in this respect, whon, in answoring
__1nturpellotlons in ‘the ChN:oc,r on the Sudanhese problem he accopted full rosponsibility
for the E yp‘t:.an Goverament's complete support of Sudanege solf-govornmont and
failed ‘oo indicato the Govornment's ottitude to the SudfmesLa Govornox:-—Genural 8
recan‘t ul’l‘t}l Egyptlan steps (.AhraL 28414)

.Trade Tglkq with Russig,

- A Russicn trade mission, hoadad by M. Menchokoff Deputy Commissar for Foreign
Trads, is now conducting talks in Ceiro. There was o great desl. of proliminary
contoet in Novomber-December 1947 (Misri,27.1; Assess,3®.1., see also cur issuc
14 (41)}, till the officisl Russian dolegetion finally nrrlw,d, on the 24th Junuery
(Mlar1,2b Li)« Nograshi in roply to-a question raised in ths Senato by a Wafdist
Senator, regarding the severmice of trade relations between E{J‘ypt and Russia,
stated ‘that the Egyptian Govornment did not spore efforts 4o strengthen -econcmic
relations with other stotes, smong them Soviet Russias = "Misri™ had proviously
(2441} publlshed an articlo calling on the Government 'to foater trade relotions
with Russiae

The Russ:l.uns sre willing to buy sbout 100,000 tons of Eg yp'ti o long stenlo
cotton, whereos Egypt ls mainly interested in Russlan vhett, owing to the s ericus
whesat shortegs (pey our lost issueNo. 18 (45))s Egypt will reccive sbout 150,000
tons and theré were also reports that the Spviots might supply bcrlcy, weod ond
poper if demands for Russian korosine vorerofused (Miri,26,1;27.1; Assas,30. 1.).

The mein difficulty encountered in thess talks is' the fixing of the prices of
goods_to- be del:.vered by both sides. Since the cotton is valued ot much “& S -

‘than the wheat, Russia will have to pay cn additional sum to Bgypt. Thore ulso
differences that must be reckoncd with in tho curruncy cxehangoe (J. d'Hels 2,
Misri,29.1s)s There are slso reports that Egypt is about to sign o financial
sgreement with Rumaniz. Since Egyptien debts in Rumania wors frogen during the wor,
Egyptisn importers from Rumania were required to deposit 30% of their paymentsto

" Rumanie in Bgypt. This stote of affairs has.considersbly hampersd trede botwsen

ths two countries. The new cgreement would settle thesc accounts mnd cnecourag
mtual trade (Misri,17.1s)s It is reported that Egypt hes sont an envey to Bulirnric
to prepare for restoration of normal relotions ‘botweon the two countriss (Misri,i2.1.).
"ahram" (29.1.) reports that Yugoslavia will sell 204000 tons of maizo to Egypt.

This would considersbly improve the grave food gituation thet ux:..sts in L.{rypt.

L Trade telks with Norwey have broken dowm. The Norvegians csked for cotton in

return for the sale of fish -, wherets the B.,-ypt1ano domanded wood rnd 1% apor
(nhram,l 2. } e e e

. ng_g Demands ,E;mgugtlon of Poles snd Yug‘oslnva
The Egyptian Government has . stongly demanded the evacuatlon within & thruu

,months poriod of Polish and Yugoslay troops stationed in the Csnal Zono by the
© British (Ahrem,28.1,). These troopa hed been thors ever since. ‘the war snd hsvo
refused to be repstristed. The Bgyptisn Government head pro‘msted strongly to
Mr. Chapman-Andrews sgainst retaining them in Egypt (AJP.,28.1.).  Although Loundon
d3d not confirm these reports -ANA (29.1.). disclosed that the first steps to ovacucting
them were sctually being teken. There were 600 Yug‘oslws there, six of whom &rv
wonted by the Yugoslav Government as war criminsls. Both  the Polos snd tha Yugoslavs-
are of courss oppousnts of the present regime in those countries (Ahram,L.24) .
"aawt al-Umnma" {31.1.) demands on officisl stotément on the wetter.




. .Feported, eond the ngpt:l.“n At'b&s:;ador WES ruquos‘ced by his Goverament. "to
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Cormum.sm Spresding in Beypt . e T R
) The Egybtlan suthorities sesm 'to be much concemed by the prbedlng, kN

" what is dBSCI‘led 88 "Communigt idsas™in the country. The soc:.nl unrcst Whl =h

provails now in Egyptisg ¢ppamn‘b1y clvvorly uxploltc,d by leftist groupses -In

Parliament, « deputy urged. the. Govornmont to.¢hack the rising cost of livipg ic

_ =cu.'der to avoid the sprending of Gommunist pr:.nclple.: (Sewt: £1-Ummg , 20:01.) . 1t )

. &ppesrs, however, that. C(omrlunlst pr:l.nclplo:; ‘have alrocdy sprou.d to soveracl eirauus

“of the population.  Evon in Londoa, loft wing activitios of Egyption studew

sotion® (.D-G-,26 12.47). The: .'E‘gypta_an Government dis. raportud consmurlng" tho -
introduction of . omond zent to the criminel logislation in order to poreit; ti
' punlshment of Communist clgments. (Mussewar,30 1l.)e Duec . to the lock of propor

logislation, olleged Communists srrosted heve so for boen relessod cftor thoir
. esus wors brought:. to the Court. . . :

’ .'De “Jlto a press cbmpa;gn po:Lnt:Lng out thg_t Commun:.sm is in oontr»dlc‘tj
to Islom (Kutla,l6 1.), thoro were savercl reports that it has sprocd to the
religious Azher i’acul‘by (Rosc: 61-Yussef,28,1.),. vhile othor reports disglosc thut
studonts in the I Beyptian Un:Lvor51ty had shouted MCommEnism sbovo Islam"
(Mussewsr,30414} . . v

"Tho 'stronghold of Comminism im Egypt scems howover to be contorod in
industricl worksrs of .tho Mehalls gl-Kobra toxtile manufacturcs. A fow days bof re
tho uluthOnS of tho Mchalls trede unions committoes werc dug, the Undcr Sgerctiry
of Sociel Affu:l.rs and the Diroctor of Public Sceurity held a moeting. to diseuss
the situstion in lohalle ¢l-Kobre (Ahram,16.1.). Fellowing that wooting, pelic.
and ermy . contingants werc sent to II\,hullc cl-Kobra cnd wide gcarches, "for:
Commmnists" woro carried, out. As. & rosult, 60 workcrs werc. roported:to. have boon
. arrosted end. a congidorsblo: mmount of Corrmnist propagenda metorinl. Lllcgod 0

have beon seizod (Sowrt el-Umma,23+1.)+ Tho scarchos cnd arrests continued: for
days sfterwerds,bringing the total numbor of workors arrcsted to 72 (Sewt 1
Umne,2541e)s Thoy will all bo. brought to trial chargod with perpotrating Mactivitics
ciming wt’ ovorthrf\vu.ng the prosont constltutlonal roglme" (Sowt . al-Umma, 25.24) s

Nile Valley Romm.ns Uﬂl'tud o :

The split emong the pro Unlty of the l\llle V\;lley wrtiss contlnues (goc
our issue No.15(42)). Attempts were made by an I:.gy'pman deputy vigiting the szliun
(Ahrem,5.1.}, & bedy of 1ndapendent lgaders (Ahram,7.l.) and by the Students '
Union (Misri,17.1.) to:bridge the gulf between the Ashigqa and the Groduates?
Congress which is domineated by the Ashiqga party snd betwoon the othor throo.,
Federelist partiss: the Fod\.rhhsts, the Liberals ond the Unity of tho Nils ' 1 dley
‘perty. But all thess attemptsfailed boet 8e; thc two sidgs eould not ggroo on thu
composition of the now: body which was to d:greet the activitics of tho united’
front, . nor could they sgree on the ro constructed Sudencse delogstion in Egy,t,
which now is composed only of; reprosentetivesof the Ashiqge ond ons indopondu n‘t
member - Ahmed Khe:Lr, who opposss their poliey (The: nshlq_qa gonorally support
Nogreshi, wh:.le evincing pro»W::fd:Lst 1cc.n1ngs (Ahram,? 1.} ).

. .. Both sa.de.,s also rdlfful‘{)d on tho computence of the new body, tho Ashiqqe.

: dc,mundlng; that. the pol:Ltlcel funetion. of ;tho GraductosConvention,. Mho oredlc

-of tho mevement!, should :be- m(‘ln'tclﬂ()d, wnile the other threc partics domandcd

~thet the: now, body should bo ompowered te meke political decisions  (Mis iri,1l.1; 2Hele}a
Both sides - ors. unw:.lllng; to, compromisc; the Ashiqqa who cre the largost. pltr’tl,

‘aro unwilling to forgo. their domingnt position, while the other parties are
- dotormined -to refuse any propossl.which would give the Ashiqqa a magorlty in

tho now bodies to be constituted. Thoy aseuse this party and its loador Isms ‘1]
sl-Azhari, of having monopoliscd all oxternsal pOllt,lc&l actlv:l.tles of tho pri-

Unlty of Nile Valloey movomunt (M:Lsr:. 19 1;22.1.) . ; . .

. . Muanmfn:.lo thc Ashque have cg'un pmvud tholr hcll on ‘t.ho Gr&dunto i

i, Convontion as indiccted: by the rc,sults of the -election to its loce 1 branchoss

.. Thoy emerged with & complots vietory (Kutle,20.133041e).. In the pro- Unity o Milo .
Valloy movemont this party hes remsined dominant. ‘
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Proporstions for Logislative hssombly o
The Sudenese Government continues to meke actuul properations for the

clections of the Léglslative asscrbly prova.dccl ff‘r in-the now constitutional schene

for the Sudeny slthough no -fidal sgreoment hes ‘o8 yet been reeched botwesn Baypt

end Britsin od thls ndtter ‘fsge ”bC‘Vu) ‘The. Couneil ‘of the Northorn Districts has
slroady tokdn nctual S'tupd in propédrition for the ebetions and tho' choicc ~of
cundidates - (Misri,13.1i). The 'Public RgleotionsOffics of the Sudanssc o Goverament

has announced that tha dlstr.l.ct governors “re consulting locecl lu-fldur..; and officers

on the eleetions (Sewt =l-Ummz,19.1.)+ Thesc governors were instructed te preporc
suggestod methods of indirect slections for rural districts, and for the district of
Derfur, Condidotes had alresdy besn. nomineted (M;Lsr:L,25 1) "Kutla® (29.1.) sven
s réported thot Nogreshi hul sgrsed to these gteps and thet the Indepandunts h d definitel:
]:uclxlbd to pe rtlc:l.pat’ in- the pl\,ctlons, F(Ddel‘dll&'tn poas:.bly, also. ‘

The Indbpmdunc\, Front has homvor publlohsd a stoatoment in which they demand
sovgral modificutions in tho constitutional scheme prepsrad by the Sudancse
cdministrotion befors they could sgres 't;O”pE»l‘tlclp“tu in the Legislstiva Assembly,
Theydemand thet the Agsembly-shonld répresent both ths Northorn and the Southern prrt
of the Sudany Tho oxetutive’ council which: should include Sudcnese should be
rcs ;ons:_bln, to the Agsemblyi ‘After threc years the condominium should be rermancntly
termincted and the Sudoncse be froc te dotermino their destiny (ANA,25.1.7
Theso dummds are vUry gimilar to the modlfled domands  submittsd by Egypt.

. Wnile the Independem;s afe thus st:.ll resorvlng ‘their comments and the
pro- Un:L'ty of Mile Valley suppdirters have declared they would boyeott tho Assembly,
the “wo. religious .faotionsy the followsrs' of the Mahdi family - the AnsaT ,. and the
followsrs of Mirghand: the Khetamiye,. are ruported to be roedy to par‘tlclmtu
- in tho ©loctiohs: But thelr pusticipubicn deponds on tho now "Assowbly ‘really
constituting & Perllumantury Body" {8ait. hl-«Umnm,9.l' Ahraom,20414) + Since tho two
foctionsare more :meortg.n't, in the \Nholu of thé Sudan thso the politicel I‘&I‘tlub,
whlch are :_mportunt only in 'th to ms, 'th@u" support nay bﬂ dOolslVO. )

A delug‘utlon of .thu auppor'burs of 'bnr., hc.hdl fomily is now ‘bourlng tho xmsturn
- Sudsn whore most of the inhabitents wre their followsrs. The tour was undértaken
as soon &g the Government 1ifted the ben imposed on the family 30 yecrs ogo
prohibiting their visiting thet cres (Ahrem,23.1.). Western Sudan is vory important,
its inhobitents numbering 3 nillions out. .ef-6-7 million inhabitant of the Sudon.
This visit is only o prup_r';torv gtop to tho visit of Sir Abdur Rolmon el-Mohdi -
himself. Importaenco_is—-hplaced on the fact that Sir Robert Howe  simultoneously
is wvisiting this ares (ibid.). These dctivitics nhy be connected with Prepars tlons
for ths Lugislotive nswmbly,fcr the Fodoralists: have: «lso demended
permission to visit this: crea (Ahrer;18:10): "Mussgmerst al-Jeib” (1.2.) reportcd
that the pro-Unity bodics cf\n‘tumplatd ¢ sbrics of visits to the verious ports of the
country for ths purpoge. oi c'\nduc’clng o csmpalgn to boycott tho Assembly.-

Rpuctlon to mootad Anp‘lommfzvptlan Talks o

The reactions to the mootsd Anglo-Egyptian preliminary talks on the Sudan
arc generally unfavourable.  The pro-Egyptisn parties zre against Egypt's concessions
to the Unity of the Nile Valley scheme (Ahram,1l.1l; Sewt al-Unmms,30.1.), wheress
ths Indepondents fear that tho céneessions"will be ot the-cost of the Suden", thercby
prolonging the condominium indefinitolys’ Théy hove deméfded an invitetion to the telks
cnd preposed the formstion of o united body to be representotive of the country
{&hram,16.1.) . The ropresontetive of ' the indopendient Umme psrty Ya'qubs Uthmean hos
“gecordingly” returned te Loddon to.wotoek the developmants (Ahrmn,l7 Is)e The Inde-
pendence front has olso notified Mr, ‘Bowinand Noqrashi that dny sgrecmont whieh-would

L. ignorg Sudcnese Independence would not be' rscognizod (ANA,25.14). The Sudenese

Governuent has however rs-sifirmed that.the Sud:znsse would be consulted prior to
the taking of o finel decisicn (ahrém,27.1.)s The foilure of the !Irsgi troaty
has thus been wolcomed by all purtlus concornad,gs o gerious impediment to anglo-
Egyptlm tolks (Kutla 28 l }a T :

ThuI'C aro ccnfhctlnb ruportu on ’c,he pr@sunt sttitude to Egypt of tho
Independenta, "ussswar" (9.1.) allegod that they persisted in demanding complote
ropsretion frem Egypt, wheress othér reports maintein (Ahram,14.1; Assas,3l.l.)
that the presont Egyptian policy supporting the grenting of wido sc,lngovornmcn't
te-the Sudencse, os ro- afflrmml by N’\qr\.shl on many ooc&s:.ons (for the lest one
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506, thovo) has created emongst them many sympathios for Egypte This fact hrs boun
StrObsud by Nograshi too who indiestod his setisfeoction with the suecess of th. nov
E-yptien policy towards the Sudan (Ahrem,28.1.). "Kutle (31 1.) réportod. thot tho
Independents heve con®iruelthis policy to be an asbandonment of tho demand for tho
immediate Unity of the Nile Vglley end tho recoguition by Egypt of the Sudan's right
of sclf-determination. The mouthpicco of the Umma party has sttacked the British
for their "false imporislistic support of the Sudanédso Independonce Front which is
motiyated by ultorior selfish aims" (Sawt al-Umma,27.1.). 411 in all, it ceems that
the’ Egyptian policy has somewhat suceceded in slle¥ing the foars of the Independcnts
thot Egypt wantad to dominate tho Sudsn, and this success has been stressed seversl
times by Noqreshi. On the other hand, the objection of tho Unity of Nile Vylloy
parties to this policy will only serve to strongthen Fgypt's position, sincc it can
now be claimed thot sho demands loss for herself in the field of immediatc Unity
with thg Suden, than to the political bodies in the Sudan, All thse netters will he
clerified when the new developmcnta of the 8udanese qu@stion (see above) will bscorc
mors clear, -

Rallwa Workers. Stege Warn: trike
On, tho .26th Januury the Sudancse reilway workers staged s three day werning
strike, after their domands for incressed wegos hoad been refused by the Governmonts
411 communications wero disruptod and Egypt was severed. from the Sudan. There wes
no postel sarvice either (Ahram,27,2841.). Although the workers occupied the
promises, thore wero no disturbances, and on the 29th work wes resumed (Ahram,;3041e).
Trade-unions in the Sudad cre gonerally not recognized and this factor has ceuasd
much unrest among the workers. In the lest year the Government refusod tho .domend
of the reilwey workers - the bulk of Sudencse workers - to recognize thair union.
The workprs stwuck and the Governmcnt wes obliged to recognize thalr union. Thoir
damcnds for ineronsed wages was howevor refusod but they were promised thst the
notter would bo re-considersd ot the end of Februory (Zeman,3l.1e) . The workors
' hrva threatened to go on strike 1ndef1n1toly if this ro-consideration should f:-il
Cto moot their demandsg.

YRL LEBANON

Separation of currency. ' ‘
The effectscf Syria's withdrawal from the frenc area will be more percuptlblu‘
by far in Labenese-Syrian than in Franco-Syrian relations.. While the.lirks botwoon
Syria end Frenco have long: since beon limited to the téchnicel éttachment of the
Syrian pouad .to the French franc, the very basis of the Syrian-Lebanese "common
intgrosts™ is stultified by the separation of Syria's currency from that of Lebsznons

Following the develuation of the frane & speedy settloment of the relsticna
betwesn the three countires' currencies wes imperative in order to forastsll grosa
speculstion. The Fronch fixed the lst Februsry as the ultimate daté for winding-

up nogotiations end signing sn egreement. The Syrian Government asked 15 additionsl

deys in en sffort to mitigate the economical and cultural concessiongdemanded by
Fronce in return for the gucrantee of the Syrian-Lebanese currecny, g t the Fponch
insisted on the lst Februery (Ahrom,2.2.). After two mectings botweed Syrien cnd
Lebanoss Presidents and Governmonts on the 27th and the 31lst January - ot which

time the Syricns veinly tried to persuasde the Lobansse to 301n them in rejocting

the French proposals, it was formeally announced in the evehing of the 31lst January thet
Syria withdrew from the frenc area as from the lst Fobruary end would institue n
"mrtional currency” to be issued by "mstionel bank™.

hecording to tho provisionel sgrcement of the 26th January - immediatsly after

the fronc devaluation - the Lebaneso pound rotsined its former valuo in reapoct

tc the pound sterling end dollar {i.o., 883 Lobanese piastres to £1, ond 219 to

_ﬁl), the frenc equivalent thereby being increcsad by 80 per cont, i.c., from 54 to
97 frenes to LLels  Whethor the Fronch &ccordinglyineressed the franc cover of tho
Lobenose currency wes another question, which could be answored only whon the
provisions of the new Frenco-Lebanese sgrecment.(duec to beo signed noxt week by tho
Lobanose Foreign Minister vho is now in Paris - "Ahrem%,2.2.) are made public.,
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The reasonsfor the differing reactions of Syris and Lebanon are obvious.:s
Syria wos sctuated by the deep rdoted hatred to Freance rether than by purely economlcal
consideraticns. But eport from such an sntegonism, Syria was by far bettor bl
thon. the Lebanon to' ronounce the becking, of the Fronch Tressury. Whoreas the Teb non
is meinly on-import country, Syris exports. o considersble number of items, particularly
Ggricultural products, end cen therefore, to o cortein extent, cqualizc the look

-, of gold . and herd currency nocesary to gusrsntes o self-meintoined CUrrEney.

" In the bebanon, on’ths othor hand, the loss of Frenee's guarentee would inmedi: tely
centeil o sweeping inflation with ireclcuablo results. During the Syrian-Lobincse
negotiations, - prior To the announcement of Syric's withdrawal, the Syrians proroscd
that the economical resources of ‘both countries should be merged .and tho herd
currency equally distributed (Misri,sl.2). The Lebanese, howsver, wors disineliied

- to enter upon this arrangetiont in view of Syria's unencouraging attitude towards

.. the Lebanon during former erises. - -

‘ &s it now stonds, the Syrion Govornment »intends to sot up & Nationel Benk
(with the sharcs to be held oither by both the Govornment snd inhsbitsonts, or
exclusively by the Governmont), which will have the privilege of issuing curronsy.
Forty per eont. of the papor curroncy is to be gucrontosd in gold (Misri,1.2.), ond

. the rost Yoy o hoelthy export-import policy™ (AP,1.2.). It appesrs, howover,
thet there 1s o good deal of confusion among Syrien stetesmen with regard to tho
now status of Syrisn curroncy, snud as latc as the 26th Januory, Prime Minister
Jamil Merdam declsred that the Syrien pound could ecsily dispenBe with Fronec's
backing since it wes gucrantecd by the Internstionzl Monotary Funde.s (Hoyat,

" 2]+1+}s (The paper monoey circulation in Syrie having been about LS.200,000,000 -
~equivelent to. almost.100,000,000 dollars - and 8yrin's contribution tc the Fund |

_'baing‘é,ﬁoQ,OQO dollars, the Fund, consequently, could gusrsntee only some
.- 184,000,000 of her paper money g .c. one-fourth of the amount deposited by Syriaa )
BT On tho other hand, "Sharq", reportod on the 27th Janusry that
_Syria,will ask America to borrow gold from hor to bo guarantecd by Syrian Govern.-
. ment Landg, Whatever the ceso, Syria is honcoforth more than over dopondent on
" the goodwill of Americt. She will further be confrontsd with the semo problom
which Egypt facq§fkooping locel gold from "flocing®™ abroed.

The economicul relaticns botwoon Syris &nd the Lebenon will hove to
underge a sweeping revision following the seperstion of the two countriow'
curroticies. Oncs ths uniformity of eurrency, which .formed ths basis of the

-Common Interésts Convention, is sbrogated, it is hardly imeginsble that other
provisions - such &s .a-common customs systom and froé transports. between the -
two countrics.~ éould bo msintained, In faet, the velidity .of the Common Intercstis
Cotivention expired on the 1st January, 1948, but was extended for throe mouths
more pending the setilement of the issuc with Fpance. :

The politiecal implicstions of the mew situstion cennot as Yot bo indiecatod.
The Syrian Minister in Paris expressed to "Ahpam" (2.2.) his confidonce that tho
" politicsl relations betwsoen Syria and Lobanon would not be projudiced by their-
econcmical seperttion, On the other hond, "Wisri® (1.2.) roports .from Boirut
that the signing of & Franco-Lebeanesé Agrosment is considered therc as a victory
...0f the pro-French olements and e dcfest of tho pan-Arsab (ipso facto, anti~PFronch)
.circlos, mow at the helm. S : T

- TRANSJORDAN

... 4pglo-Trensiorden Telks Begip S ‘ ~
: ) On the 26th January the Transjordan “delegation and the Britimh Foreign
Sgeretary bsgan talks for the revigion of the Anglo-Trsnsjordan Troaty of 1946.
. The Transjordan delegttes are reported to have expressed thoir desire to reviaso
the militery sppendix to the Treaty, end the British to have shown thoir willinsnoss
to liston favourashbly %o the Trunsjordsin domands (Anram,27.1.): Bevin, who wag
apperently upset by his 'Irsgl setbasck, resumed his. interrupted veestion sfter tho
first interview, leaving Forcign Officd officisls t6 continue +ho telks.  The
Trensjordan delegation folt that it hes arrived in London at a particularly criticnal
time owing to the complication that hud occurred with roferance to the 'Trogd
question (Ahrem,27.1.). It sppecrs cbvious that tho dolegetion wontod to discuss
morc than militery metters, =s first reported, and thot its main objoct would bu to
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similer to thet enjoyed by other Arch States. Official British circles were
therefore not surprised when Tawfig Abul-Hude suggested that it ves his intention to
rovise the whole Anglo-Transjordcn Tpooty togother with its annexes (ANA,27.1.

Tho Trensjorden dcleg&tlon was cven repoerted to have hod o dreft treaty rchy
(Re,28414), 68 o basis of discussione

Preliminary -tolks' to this effcct, it Hos been ﬂlsclosed wore hoetod, s

the Transjorden delsgstion Gnéoudtered difficulties’ in convincing ‘the Brltlsh
of the soundness of their claims (ANA,3.1s). Tewfiq Abul-Huda seems to have adoptud a
very firm stend and to have been ready to roturn to 'Ammen without resching an
agreumont rothor that secrifice the essontial Transaordan demands (ANA,31.14).

t ctn ‘tlso be assumed that the Transaordah Premler wished ebove all to ovoid gigning

» Troety dostined to undergo tho same  fato cs tho new Anglo-'Iragi pact, espocinlly
0s strong opposition to the talks hed alroady been voiced by Transjordan polltlc\I
rofugees ond: students in Damascus. The latter hsd ccbled to King 'fbdullch thot
tho Trensjordan delegation did not reprasent the Tronsjordan peopleé, who wanted
recl independence, complete British ovacustion snd the revision of the Congtitution
(ANA,25.1.). At any rate the argument put: forward by the Tronsjerdan delugatlon
in London in favour of the complete rovigion of the Troaty'W1th Britoin wos thot
"gome clauses, especially thoso allowing Britsin to station, troops anywhors in
Transgordan "hed influenced the Ru531ans in vetoing Transaordan adnigsion the
the. U.N." (R. 28.1.).

It was stronglylfelt by the Transjordan delegates that Bevin would hspi
rojoct the Tpansjorden domends st a momont when her plans to launch = new treaty
systom linking Britein with the”Arab World (R.,28 1.), In view of the 1mporuann
of the talks, it was reported that he would toke ovér the entire quostion from tho
Foreign Office officials (ANA,31.1.). It is worthwhile mentioning a comment by
ANA pointing out thet Bevin's pro-Apeb policy would render him telrcnt in disenss sing
tho Trensjorden demands ond that "hne would not ‘-entertsin & pollcy whlch mey Cceugs
the woakening of the Arob Luagu@ structure“ (1NA;27414).

According to vnrlous press repo"ts tho tolks procoedlng since the 26th
of January between the two dolegetions desl with the p051t10n of .the Apeb Logion,
the Middle Esst situction and Pelestine (ANA,27.1.). Two major probloms sround
which the trlks were supposed to centrc werc the future of the British-controllad
Apob bogion end finaneisl rol tions butwoen the two Stotes (ANAvjl 1.)./ The
~Tronsjordsn Premisy Tlso disclosed ot o pross conforoncs that one of the subjocts
of the discussions  was "Bovin's propossl for e joint Middle East Defonce Board
‘in which Tronsjordan was to participato" (R.,27 1.}, This wos one of the f
important modifiestions Briteoin woented to include in the Tr@cty'undcr rovision
(ANA,3041.) .
j,f”ﬁ/ The question of the Arab Logion was'upparently an internal affedr botweoon
~"" Glubb Pesho and the British Governmont., Talkd botween Glubb and the Wgr 0ffico,
it wes believed, would result in the return of the Arab’ Legion to Transjordun
_territory (R. & PTA,27.1.), although Tawfiq abul-Huda affirmed that ™it is promnturo
to say what tho Legion will do after tho British withdrawal". He made it clecr,
however, thot the command of the Legion after the British withdrawal would be
trasferrod to the Genersl Command in Transjordan (ANA,27.1.)e  Roports thot the
chief question discussdd with regerd to the Arsb Logion was whether the forece should
be placed under the control of the Arab- Loagua or-remain: oxelusivoly ab King
" 'abdullch's disposel (P.P.,29.1.), wore not authoritetively confirmed. It is
highly probeble that the gquestion of the Logion has boen settled with Glubb FPrshe,
who wes reported to be making preparations to roturn to ' Ammen (Ahrnn,Z 24
The Tponsjordan deleguotion, however, has presumably heard Britein's views on tho
probable .outcome of the current conflict in Palestins end, according to tho "Polostine
Post" correspondert in London, tho improssion goined is that 'Ammon will retein soms
lotitude regarding Partition but will be gsked to ‘cooperato more closely with tho
Losgue on larger issues (PuPe,29.1.). This vicw is portly confirmed by a stotonont
by the Trwnsgordan Premier that "part of the Apeb Legion will boe withdrawn whon the
British ovocucte® (AP, 26.1. ); ond that "thé Arob Loague hes not yot docidod to uso
its crmics in Prlostino. This also epplies to tho .Arcb Logion® (ANA,27.1.).
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Tho future Trensjordon sttitude with rogerd to Pulestine is st111 obacurc'o:
The ' Tronsjorden Premior's stotement that"the Tpans jordan Government will cot in
conformity with the Apab Lsogue's résolutions to oppose Partition * (ANA, 27.1.),
is vugue ond obviously meant for Apeb consumption, as it is inconsistent with King
Abdulleh's . declarsd policy for o Greotoer Tronsjorden if not with that for o
Grootor Syris. ‘ ’ ‘ v
"IRAQ
Saloh Jebr's Cebingt Resigns . L » ‘ L .
The bloody-demonstrations which followed the snnouncerent of, the signing
" in London of a new Anglo- 'Ireqi tregty, were rosumed on s large scele whon Saleh’
Jabr roturned. to Bsghdad from London. 'These dcmonstrations, of tons of thousands
of .pcople,. seem to heve been ‘the mein factor in the 'Ireqi Cpbinet's. resignation.
Saleh Jobr-sttempted to the. lagt minuts Yo remain in Governmont. On. the day
of,his‘arrival,hefisaupd o statomont exploining that he has oimed ot o revision of
‘the trecty insuch o wey as to fulfil the country's nctional aspirations (ANA, 27.1.).
As the demonstrntions»dangerously'apnsad; he gskod the Rogent to sign o decras enforcing
martial law (Misri,31l.l.)., He also attempted to Justify the new Pact rcached with
Britain.. Seerst documents, it wes slleged, woro showm by the Foreign O0ffice to tho -
Mreqi dslegotion. Theso .documonts. proved thet Russiz intonds to launeh srmod
attskes during the curreat yesr on Groevco and Turkey, Iran and the Middle Esst snd
on Westorn Burope (Akhbar al-Yom,3l.le). It wes only when thoy sew the secrot
dosumcnts. that the 'Irsqi delegotes approvod to sign the proposed treaty providing
for joint defence botween Britein. and 'Irag (ibid.)." With ths sume purposs - ¢
in wind the former 'Ireqi Defence Ministor also diselosed thet Britpin had, immedictely
aftor the signing of the treaty, supplicd 'Irag with the first consigmment of wilitery
matorial ns egroed in the new Peot (ibid.). The srgument of 'the Joint Defonee
Bosrd, dinvoked. by partisens of the Tpesty, wos in fret thoe main - reason for its
rejection by Opposition leaders. &n explanstory stotoment to this offect wus issucd
by the Netionel Democratic Party (left-wing) and published by severcl Egyptisn
‘newspapers. . F ’ ' - .

‘ As amgter of fact th‘popular»mpvgmept againet the new Tresty has been
extremely violent. Despite being machine-gunned by the policé; the Baghdad
demonstrators armed with sticks and stones, and some firearms sot fire to seversl
wGovernment buildings and sttempted o réach Saloh Jabris housc. . Tyo Cebinet Mindstara,
onc identificed as the Ministor-of Social Affeirs, wore fired at but assaped - R

- dnjuries (AP+,27.14). . - ‘ '

"~ When it became cpperent thet the demonstrations could not be checked, the
Rogent enlled & conference of ths Prémier and othor politicsl leaders, following
which Salsh Jabr tondered his resignaticn. Froviously the President of the Chamber
of Dgputics nnd 34 members of the Chamber resigned in protest to the Government's
sttitude 4m desling with the anti-British demonstrations. The Regent rofused to tcenpt
their resignation. o : : ' ' o ‘

Ths Cgbinet resignation wes announced in ¢ brosdesst by thse Reggent him;olf.
Boghdead redio playod records of 'Irsgi songs of indepsndence and the crowd :dsrced
all night in the stroets (AP, & Re,27430) ‘ :

The New 'Irogi Gebinet ... . > . )

' The new 'Iragi Cabinet was formed on the 29th January under the Premiership of
-Mokammed ‘al-Sedr, .o former FProsident of the Sonate, who ‘was desoribed as & "modorste®.
In-fact, he is a Shi 'ite: religious leader, wielding great infinddse ovér tho fonaticsl
Shi'ite 'Ulems cirdes. He played & role in the 1920 anti-British riots, but was
nsver much outstanding in the building up of ‘the "*Iraql stete and its politiesl 1ifs.

The Cgbinet, which heas o pronounded'right—wing tendeney, includes threc formcr
Premiers, two members of tho Parlimentsry opposition and one member of the Istiglel
Poarty (UP., AP, & Rv,294l¢}e The ministors arc: Foreign Affnirs: Hemdi Pachechi,
former Prime Minister, considered &3 extremist. Interior: Jomil Madfs'i, portissn
of *Iraqi-British cooporation, but in opposition to the Nuri Sa'id faoction. Defones:
‘Ar ShadUmerd, . former Premisr and presideat’ of the 'Iraqi delegetion in San Frenelaco,
known for the cruel suppression of left-wing. rnd Domoeratie-Liboral groups duriug
his torm,1946, HFducotion: Muhammsd Ridhﬁ’ashAShebibi, leader of the opposition in
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the Chamber of Dgputics. Fin"ziﬁoe_\: Sadeq el-Bassom, Senate Viee-President. Socicl

“Affrirs: Nejib ar-Reawi, Prosigent of the 'Iragi Bar. BEconomics: Mustafa gl-'Unari;

Justice: 'Umer Nazmi. Supply: Muhammad Mohdi Kubbeh, lesder of the extrome right-
wing Istiglel party. Communiections and Work : Jalal Bsben. Ministers without
portfolio: Dgud el-Heidari, Nosrat ¢l=Fyrisi and Mohammad . Hebib Chief of the Rebi's
Tribos (Abram,30.1.)s The Céinet includes noither left-wing elemonts - Nationcl
Democrats — nor mombers of the Liberal Party. Both Parties have made roserves cs to
theirfuture sttitude towoards the new Government, as it took no step towerds the
dissolution of the Chambar. The entire Cpbinot wos desoribed as & transitionsl one

- (Kutla,3041s) cnd this wog confirmed by the now Premisr in & stotement to Mel-Miari®

(sge bolowj + Most of the now Ministers, it should be noted have beon active <n tho
field of the aid to the Palestine Apabs. The Premior, Mohommed as-Scdr, cetad s
chairmen in the Assembly which denounced the recommendstions of the Anglo-Amoricen
Inquiry Qommiassion in May 1946, Ho ond Hemdi Pachachi, Jemil Medfa'i, Arshed ol-
"Umeri, Sodiq Bassam Ridha ash-Shabibi, Mohammed Mahdi Kubbeh, arc =zll active
mewbors of the Committee for the Defonce of Palestino, founded in Beghdad in 1945,

In order to quieoten public opinion and political partics who had askoed for tho
dissolution of the Chambor of Deputies (Kutle,30.1.), it wes reported that the
Chember would be closed for two montha (Ahrem,l.2.). With the same purposc in mind
the Minister of Bducction steoted thet tle children of victims of the demonatretions
would be entitled to free educstion (hhram,ls2.). Prom statements made by the nev
Foreign Affoirs Minister (ANA,31.1.) it appesrs that the Anglo-'Irasqi Trousty signed by
Jebr was not to bs endorsed by the new Cabinet. Howsver in an interviow with ".l-
iisri", the new Prmier statcd thot his task will be to dissolve the present Chembor
of Deputies, to held new cloctions preparstory to the constituticn of o majority
Govornment "which will enter into negotiations with Britain® (Misri,31.1.).

Reforring to Palaostine the Foreign Minister stated that the 'Iragi Governmont
will do its utmost to prevent Partition to become offective (Re,31el.).

In London, official circles stated thet the relations between Britain end

'Irag were still ruled by the 1930 Treaty concluded for a period of 27 yesrs
(AFP,28.,1). It was also admittod thet the non retification by 'Iraq of the new pact
has resulted in & setback to Bevin's pro-Apsb poliecy, the more so that the Pact was
rogarded as ‘ho first one of a serios of Treaties to bwo signed with other Apab
couniries (AFP,28.1.). Another aspect of the surprise was the shaking of the Foruign
Minister's reliance on the information passed on him from the Middle Fast regarding
current opinion in Apab countries {Jon Kimche in P.P.;294le)e Information froum
the British Mubassy in Baghded and other M.E. sources, J. Kimche added, -has assurod
the F.0. that Britoin's stend on the Pelostine issus had crested a proper clim:ts for
troaty discussions. According to tho seme source a considersble overhaul in the
organisetion of Britain's information end diplometic reprcsentation in the M.E.
eppesrs to be a possible by-product of the 'Irag fiasco (PePe,29.14).

The U.S. S¢ate Dgportment wos reported to follow with much intorest the dovelop-
ment of events in 'Iraq (AFP,31.1.). It wos also disclosed that the terms of the
'Iraql troaty were shown befors its signing to the U.S. Stote Departmont which is
seid to have urged 'Irag to accept them (P.P.,29.1.). The Americons ero thereforo
vary keen on Britein firmly trying up its relations with the Arab States in such a
way a3 would minimize America's direct commitments, and in thet connection AF.%.
(31s1.) points out that Britein, according to the 1930 Tpesty, has tho right to
keep using the sirbases of Shu'siban end Habbeohiya. 4s repercussions on tho
tmoricen stand on Pelestine, it wos believed that tho U.S. would be .compellod to
rceonsider its policy "notwithstanding the big pressure brought by Jews on Prosideunt
Tpuman® (Misri,3lels). ‘ :
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