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1. During the first half of June 1948 the Czochoslovak iiinistry of the Interior

2.

3.

4.@

25X1A

50

bagan orpanizing and activating the so-called Border 1iilitia. This step was
prompted by the mass escape from Czechoslovakia of politically active parsons,
by the fear of eventual sabotage acts and armed raids on the border repion Ly
ideological opronents of Corrmunism, and by the fear of group infiltration of
foreinn intelli~ence aments.

The task of the Border Mil1itla is to assist the SHB and customs officers in
patrolling the border. They puard important objectives like Indusirial estab-
lishments {tomether with the 'lorkers® 1“ilitia) and public buildines in a stats
of emergency, following the decision and directives of the distriet and regiounl
security officers or SHB distriet and reglonal chiefs. In easss of urgency even
the SNB station cormanders are corpotent to igsus orders and dirsctives to ths
Border 1ilitia,

In addition to this primary funetion, the members of the Border iilitia are eu-
pected to rerort about persons of anti-Corrunist views, about the attitude of

the people towmrds the Corrmunist resime, ahout persons acting as muides or in other
ways agsisting in 1llsgal border crossings, ete.

Units of the Border Militia are being set up in all districts in the bowder runicn.
They are trained by and subordinated to S:iB stations and other security crmanu. ’
Within every Sli3 station precinct a Border 17ilitiaz squad will be organized, 'ith-
in every district under the command of an SNB district chief these squade will furm
a Border Militia troop. [ |Comment: The unsatisfactory teorns "squad® end
"troop" of the translation are kept here, since the orizinal Czech terms sre nob
avaﬂ.ableo)

lombers of the Border i1ilitla wear civilian clothes, During duty hours they
wear specinl inoimia sirdlar to those of the forest  mrders. They are armed
wlth rifles of German origin vhich have been borrowed fron the Ammy »r furnished
by the SHB.

Henmbership in the Border :1ilitia is voluntary. Percons vho volunteer for this
servico are screened by the local and distriet action corrittees and the conpe-
tent ormans of the SNMB,
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8y the end of June 1948 units of the Border Militia had boen activated in the
border districts in western Bohemis adjacent %o the American Zons. The strength
of the Border Militia troops varies frem 400 to 1,200, For example, the strength
of the troops in the Klatovy district is 1,150, ’
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