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Port of ODESSA J

CONTROL U. §. CFFICIALS ONLY T ———

le Approaches,

% his mat . zisl prccured by

(a) Floating Dock, " Central In elligznce Agency
(1) | | 'a Russian floating dock (capacity
not known) was sighted in the Sea of MARMARA about 50X1-HUM
3 miles from the BOSPHORUS proceed:u.ng towards the
DARDANEILESe

- (ii) The dock was towed by a cargo vessel with an estimated
. loading capacity of 6,000 tons; the speed of the tow
was about 3 knots. The cargo vessel was painted black
and had a red hammer and sickle on the f'unnol.

port bow the following was painted:

50X1-HUM

"(1ii) The floating dock was also painted black.

| No deck
installabions were visible except one small crane
on each sidc.

-(iv) ~About onc hour after the tow had been slgh‘bed they sent
: a W/T message to ODESSA, rcport.r.ng that they had clearcd
the BOSFHORUS. .

(b) Mineswoepcr,

(1) ‘ a Russian mineswceper was sighted 50X1-HUM
about 12 miles N,W, of the BOSPHORUS, It was an oil-burning
motor. vessel of overall wooden construction with midship
cxhaust vents, -The displacament was estimated at
100~120 tons.

(11) The armament consisted of onc "emall" calibre gun
Porward, ﬂestimatcd the barrel length at 50X1-HUM
1,5 metres. Therc was a seccond gun aft, the calibre
of which was estimated at 32 mms, and the barrcl
length at 24 metres. Two A/A Ocrlikons werc situated
on the bridge, onc dirccted forward and onc aft.

(1ii) The vesscl had also an clcctric cable drum af 't, as
well as what appcarcd to be "otters" for cutting
minc-cables, Two W/T acrials and a D/F acrial werc
obgerved, but no radar was visiblec,

s (1v) The ship 'wppoarcd to be in a poor statc of maintenance,
' Her spocd was cutlmated at 12=14 knotse.

secRET  CONTROL UL 5. CFAGALS oMy |
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‘Submarine and minesweepers.

(i) On the same day, 4 mineswecpers and a submarine werc
sighted about 12 miles south~ecast of ODESSA.

4i) The minesweepers were of the same type as the one
described in para, i(b) above, The submarine was
about 50-60 metres long. It had four torpedo tubes
forward and four aft., One gun was situated forward
” about 15 metres from the bow, The calibre was csti-.
’ mated at 8 ms. and the barrel length at 4 to 5 metrcs.
There was & D/F loop on the stern, connccted by a wire
to the conning tower. | 50X1-HUM

(iii) ¥anoeuvres.
The mlnoswoepers were dlsposed in line ahnad,
later altering to line abreast. The submarine
submerged and the minesweepers scattered, the lcac‘ilng
vessel laying a smoke-screen. Shortly aftcrwards
the submarine surfaced and all vessels procecded in
2 southerly dlreo'blon.

(d) Cuttezs.

50X1-HUM
(11) The cuttex- had the f’ollow:mg '1rmamcn“b' one hcavy
mach:l.no--gun forward, estimatcd calibre 13,2 TS
two. 1ight A/A machine-guns on the brldge, estlmatcd
calibre 9 HILS,”
2 Vessels observed .in ODESSA\ 50X1-HUM
E - : == -
(a) Naval vessels:
(1) There were 8 minesweepers, 3 submarines and.f or 5
cpastal cutters based at ODESSA, (For descrlptlons
BEE pard, 1 above).
(41) Invarlably 'betwec,n‘ ‘therc werac 50X1-HUM
only 6 mineswecpers and 1 submarine moorcd in the base, .
The number of coastal cuttors varied according to
their commitments, as these vessels wore mainly uscd
for escort duties to KHERSON,
(ii1) It was learned that larger units of the Soviet BLACK
SEA Fleet only call at ODESSA for the lst of May
celebrations,
(b) Russian Mcrchant Shipse
(1) | the cargo ship GENERAL CHERNIKOVSKI 50X1-HUM

arrived in the port and ceme to anchor ncar the
breakwaters She carried a cargo of about 9,000
tons of Rumanian t:unbcr. This ship had W/T' and
D/P installations but no radar was visibles Sho
had 4 gun pla‘bi’orms (no guns mounted) two forward
and two af't,

o#F CONTROL U, 5. <. 7TALS ONLY>-/(s2) veonir
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(ii) VTORAT ODESSA, This ship was alongside the

Quarantine Molc, pending the unloading of her cargo
of about 9,500 tons of timber, It was an old type
of ship in a poor stato of maintenance; mnearly all
the paint had disappearcd, and cordage was hanging
loosc from various deck installations,

W/T and D/F were visible, but no radar was observeds
There werc 6 gun platfoms, two forward, two midships
and two aft,

(1ii) SUKHONA ODESSA. This cargo vessel appearcd to be a

Liberty type with 5 holds and a carrying capacity of
chout 9,000 tons, She arrived dn*ballast in CDESSA
on 29th March and left the following day for NOVOROS-
SISKs The ship appeared to be clean and well main-
taineds It had 4 gun platforms, 2 forward and 2

aft, W/T and D/F werc noticed, but no radar was
visible,

(iv) Liner ODESSA, This was a liner of about 14,000 tons,

which was apparcntly undergoing repairs at the
FLATANOVSKI Moles The ship had two funnels; she
carried about 60 lifeboats on each side, The ship
appearcd to be clean and well maintained, She was
being red-leaded and repainted in white, W/T, radar
end D/P werc visible, (No further details),

(v) The port of ODESSA was also served by fou r BLACK SEA

passcnger ships of about 2,000 tons each, When in
port they werc moorcd at the NEW MOLE, Departures
from ODESSA took place at 06,00 hours and 08,00 hours,
The ships appearcd to be of the same class; they were
clcan and apparently in good condition, All carried
W/T.» No D/F or radar was noticed, They had one gun
platform afte

All the ships were named after gencrals followed by
the word ODESSA, | \

(vi) A total of seven tugs werc seen, They wore described

as "in poor condition' and incapable of performing

their function adequatcly,

(¢) Foreign Mcrchant Ships.

(1)

(i1)

(111)

SECRET

| ship of about 8,500 tons
carrying capacity. This ship was berthed alongside
the NEW MOLE., It was discharging a cargo of rubber,
half of which had been unloaded by the end of March,
The ship was: due to load a cargo of grain,

cargo vessel of about 9,000

‘tons” Loading capacity. This ship was berthed at Nos 1
Silo. She had discharged a cargo of vehicle tyres
and loaded barlcy and wheat

cargo ship of aboutb
9,500 tons carrying capacity. It is not known whether
she carricd any cargo to ODESSA, Her outgoing cargo
included 250 tons of ecaviare

CONTROL U. S, CFFICIALE ¥y
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(iv) | lcargo ship with a loading 50X1-HUM
capacity of about 10,000 tons. This ship loaded e

cargo of barley and malze 50X1-HUM
(v) \—t—"—WTCTUOD—ﬁcaTgO ship with a loading
capacity of abou N ons. This vessel arrived

from 'NOVOROSSISK\ \to supplement its cargo. 50X1-HUM

It berthed at 3ilo No, 2 and left| \ 50X1-HUM

with a cargo of barley and wheat, 50X1-HUM

(vi) s.8., KHRISTO SMIRNRVSKI, a Bulgarian cargo ship of about
£,500 tons carrying capacity. This vessel berthed at
the FLATANOVSKI Mole | land unloaded a 50X1-HUM
cargo of briquettess It left in banast\ \ 50X1-HUM

(vii) s.s, BUKOVINA, a Bulgarian cargo vessel with a loading
capacity of about 7,000 tons. This ship berthed at
the NAW MOLE | It was half empty but a 50X1-HUM
nunber (unspecified) of crates werc visible on her
deck, The same day she loaded about 80 Russian four-

wheeled 10=-ton ]
The ship had 'W)TW.—F% radar or gun platforms 50X1-HUM

were visible.

(viii) s.s3. KARPATHIA, a Pollsh tanker with a carrying
capacity of about 8,000 tons. | | 50X1-HUM
the vessel was moored alongsidc the breakwater
with a cargo of 2,000-2,500 tons of crude oil.
The ship had two gun platforms forward, midships
and afte

3, Description of the Porte (The mmbers refer to the sketch of the
port, attached as Appendix A to this rcport.

Nos le Breakwater, The brecakwater is made of concrete blocks and
has a width of 3,5 to 4 metres, It had becn damaged by
bomhing and was cut in several places; cracks due to
cxplosions were noticeable. There is a permanent navigation
1ight flashing green oevery seconds The Southern mole of
the breskwater is suitable for mooring and large bollards
have been fitted along the whole length. About 9 ships,
mainly small tankers, but including the Polish tanker
KARPATHIA (para.z(c)(viii)) and the Russian cargo vessel
GENERAL CHERNIKOVSKI (para 2(b)(i)) werc moorcd at this
position.

Woo 2o VORONISQV Light, located at the end of REIDOVOIL Mole,
flashing red every seconds

No. 3o Signal Station, locatcd at the end of the QUARANTTNE Molégs

Moo L4e 8ilo Nos 1o This building is about 60 metres long and
25 mctres wide, It is of wooden construction with a zinc
roof; it gives the impression of being badly in need of
repairs (For reilwey services see paras 4 below)e
On the scaward side arc 12 tubes with a diamecter of 0,50~
0,60 mctres, When taking grain into the silo each tube
handles 50~60 tons per hour; their capacity when loading
ships is 60=70 tons per hour each. Electric power of 330
volts is used in the silo installationse

5e/Noe 5o
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Noo 5 Small derclict store.
Noo 6, Two small offices in pooy condition, -

No, 7. Rectangular open-air stacking place, All the goods were
under canvas covers They included the following:

cotton bales

lead ingots’

rolls of paper

agricultural machinery, including ploughs:
all were rustys

metal rods, 3~4 mms thicke

Nos 8. Silo Noo 2. This is a concrete construction about 75 mctres
long and 25 metres wide with a wooden projecting gallery
about 50 motres long and 20 metres high supported by metal
girderss The silo is an old construction showing many
cracks in the concrcte walls, The gallery, which has a
tar-paper roof and many windows, is also in poor condition,
There arc large holes in the tar-paper and most, if not all
the windows arc smashed. Loading into the silo takes place
from railway wagons (sce railway lay-out para. 4 below).
There are openings in the side of the building through which
the railway wagons are discharged, It is bolicved that

the grain is then brought to the storage lofts by conveyor
beltss It was noticed thet wheat was unloaded on the
QUARANTINE harbour side and barley and maize on the opposite
‘sides The projecting gallery has 4 tubes for loading ships,
situated at 10 metre intorvals. The grain is brought to
the tubes by conveyor belts. Electric power of 330 volts
is used in the silo installaticn,
During March, loading at Silo No, 2 had to be discontinued
on several occasions asg supplics of grain arriving from
BRAILA/RUMANIA were insufficient. The grain arrived in
ODESSA in railway wagons of 10, 15 and 20 tons.

Nos 9¢ Offices of the Port Authoritiecs and INFLOT,

These are two-single storey concrete buildings about 50
motres long.

Noe 10, Open Air Stacking Area.

This areca extended around the offices of the I'vwt Authoritics
and INFLOT, The following goods werc obsorved:

about 150 four-whceled 10~ton wvehiclese

about 45 large crates

50X1-HUM

large (unspeoif’ied nunbers of motor tyrcs

-

timber (quantity unspccificd) composcd of planks
10 motros long and 10 oms thick; beams 10-11
mctres long and 30 oms thicke

-~ lcad~covered cablose

6e/Noo1l

- SECRET  antpot 11 € Arttiaic munv
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Noe

Noe

Now

Noe

No

Noe

No,

Noe

Le Railway Facilities

11.

12,

13

L

15.

160

17,

18,

-
-t

At this position were about 10 Russian ships undergoing
repairs. Thelr carrying capacity ranged from 4,000 to

10,000 tons.

Sulphuric Acid Plant,

This was a large concrcete construction of modern designe
Around the building was a large number of glass containcrs

£illed with sulyhuric acide

Warchouscs

This was believed to be a grain store,

It wag a single

storcy shed built on the site of a large warchouse destroyecd

- during the ware

Base for the three submarincs (scc para.l(c) and 2(a)

aboves )

Base for the four/five cutters (see para. 1(d) and 2(a)

above)e

Basc for the cight mincsweopers (sec para 1(b) and 2(a)

above)e

Jettics (no details) belicved to be of reccent ccastructions

Twenty~-ninc 330 volt Elcctric Travelling Crancss

Most of the crancs arc old and in poor condition.

On

the QUARANTINE Mole, the two cranes operating betwecn

the Signal Station and Silo No. 1 are marked Noe 4 and
Nos 5 Theilr capacity is 10 and 15 tons respoctively.

(a)
(b)

(e)

(i11)

(a)

(o)

+ o

(1)
(1)

Along the waterfront is a track for travclling crancs.

(sec Sketch, 4ppendix A)e

A double track runs through the port at a distance of
about 15 metres from thce waterfront,

Railway switches were noticed at the following positions:

North of Silo No. 1 between berths Nos, 1 and 2.

Opposite the offices of the Port Authoritics between

Berths Nos. 6 and 7.

On BAKALANAYA Quay at Berth No. 10,

The majority of the trains arriving in the port arc composecd
of 12-15 wagons. The railway wagons are mostly six-whcclers

(sic), the older types ranging up to 35 tons arc mainly

used for the transport of gmin%h

are used for the transport of ¢

Bight locomotives were counteds

the newer types of 50-60 tons

cr commoditlios.

50X1-HUM
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All appearcd to be in good condition, | \ 50X1-HUM
The
were uvscd between BRS / A on grain transports.
They were cquippcd with radm-tblcphono ingtallations with

an acrial of about 5 metrese

(f) One AUTOMOTRICE (clcetric train) was scen, This was an
eight-wheeler about 20 metres long and 4 metres high with a
roof wade of thin zinc, It was painted blue, An acrial
was visiblc but it was not known whether W/T or a normal
radio reception sct was installeds The AUTQUOTRICE wos
powercd by accumulatorse

FRe  Miscollancous Obgcrvationge

(a) On 19th March, workers startcd to load lead ingots in railway
wagons. Two days were requirced to load 3 wagons.

(b) Between the 19%h and 21st Marchy, 5 wagons were loaded with
cotton bales. Levers werc uscd as implcomentse

(c) On 20th March, 12 wagons were loaded with four-whecled
10~ton vohicles, sparc parts and a small amount of| | 50X1-HUM
molor tyrecs, Lioading was carried oubt with a crane and
sheer-legs. The vehicles appearcd to be destined for

ALBAISTA
50X1-HUM

(a) Runanian timber wes unload.od at Berth No. 6

(¢) Along the waterfront, hydrants and o:.l re=fuelling points
were obscrveds

(£) The average depth alongside is about 24 foct, As a rule,

: ships which are being loaded, when they reach o draught
of 24 feet, move about 15 fect from the quayside. There
the average deopth is 28-30 fcet,

(&) he snow-clcaring tcam was composcd of 50X1-HUM
6 old women, who worked with birch broomss They were
rclicved by 6 ouhc,rs after 32 hours works

(n) \ |an empty wagon derailcds For 6 hours 50X1-HUM
threce men and 2 women tried unsuccessfully to put it
back on the rails, Thelr implcements consisted of
levers and spadces onlye

(1) Part of PLATANOVSKI Mole, destroyed by acrial bombing,
is being repaired with timber.

(3) Opposite the NEW HARBOUR, five buildings have been
sutted by firce They werc a macaronl factory, an
oxygen plant (now robullt) .8 grain store, the hotel
VLADIVOSTOCK and a building which is belicved to have
been o small power stationa

(k) Local prices:

Canvas summer shoes 250-260 roublecs

Poor quality leather shoes  310-350 "

86/ Foor
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(1)

(m)

(n)

(o)

-

e

Poor quality raincoats 1500~1600 roubles
radios up to 8000 roubles
fresh butter 65 roubles per kilo.
"eharcuteric! L5-50 roublcs per kilos
black bread 3,5 " L
pastries 1,5 " cach
bars of chocolate (small) 0,75 "

neoon " (1larce) 1,15 &
"Iau de Cologne" L5 roubles per gramme
toilet soap (small bar) 10 "
conbs 10~12 roubles -

macaroni, flour, semolina and rice were only obtainable
on ration cards issued to sick people.

‘ ‘ gseveral workers were arrested and
taken away in a police cars

Trains from BRATLA/RUMANIA to ODESSA arc exposed to
sabotage, At the end of 1949 a train carrying iron
and steel-plating was blown up by the Rumanians, Three
wagons were destroyecd and two Rumanians and one Russian
killede

On the castern side of the QUARANTINE Harbour were

two "mediwm" automatic guns and 4 A/A guns. The breach
blocks had been removed but regular maintenance was
carried oute

Small warehouses on the PLATANOVSKI and NEW Moles
dostroyed during the war are being rebuilt,

| Comments,

Reference parae 1(b)s We presume the guns concerned wore

20 mems and 37 meme respectivelys

2. Reference paras 1(c)s The submarine's gun appears to be
a 76 mams
%, Reference para. 1(d)(ii)s These are probably one 12.7

mmnse and two 7.62 mms, MGse

5

4

i

%
]

sk

Z .

Refercnce paras 2(b)(iv).

90/(5)

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM
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’
’

(b) It has since been rcported that the liner "ROSSIYA!
left "ODESSAM | |set on
casterly course,

6o Reference para. 2(b)(vi)s It was reported
that there was only one ice-breaker in ODESSA ]

Thig was a tug namcd "TOROSY,

7o Reference paras éifc)fi)o The GAROUPHALIA carricd 8,200 tons
of gerwcral cargo from TO ODXESSA. Then she loaded 7,300
tons of grain{ ’

8+ Reforcnce parae 2(0)(‘vj.i)o A Bulgarian cargo ship with a deck
cargo of wvehicics was sipghted | about 20 milcs
south of FIDONIST prdcceding towards BULGARLA,

9 Reference para 2(c)(viii)s This is presumably the KARPATY,

11, Reference paraes 3 Noe 1l there
woere 6-8 cargo ships undergoing rcpairs at this location, The
loading capacity was cstimatced at ranging from 5,000 tons to 10,000
tons, Work was carricd out day and night; howcver, it appearcd
that progress, cspecially during the night shift, was very slows

CONTRGL U. S. GFTICIALS ONLY
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