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CULTURAL FREEDOM
Continued from page 147)
failed to prevent the rise and growth of modern totalitatianism.

The growing menace of Communist totalitarianism has posed
the problem of cultural frecdom in sharp relief. But opposition
to communism by itself is not only an inadequate but a decep-
tive qualification for the supporter of cultural freedom. Oppo-
sition to_communism springs sometimes because of an opposition
to materialism sometimes because of an opposition to its profes-
sions of economic liberation. Such opposition, if logically pur-
sued would lead to a defence of obscurantism and economic ex-
ploitation. We do not support Communist doctrines nor do we
believe thac the Communist way of economic reconstruction can
end exploitation. But it cannnt be ignored that amongst the cru-
saders against communism _therc are some who profess obscurant-
ism and defend cconomic systems which cause cxploitation.
Totalitarianism_of the left is sought to be combatted by deve-
loping totalitarianism of the right. It is indced undeniable that
the Communist order leads to social and cultural regimentation.
But social and cultural regimentation taking place under the
economic order of capitalism and the political order of parlia-
mentary democracy is by no means less real or less dangerous
though it is of course more subtle. There is a thin line of divi-
sion between forumal freedom and an open denial of freedom and
the thin line vanishes under cven imaginary dangers and un-
founded threats. Indeed the Communist as well as the anti

ist, the yogi as well as the commissar promises frecdom.
Their claims and promises must be examined on their merits
and in the context of a rational cxplanation of the universc,
society and man.

The division of the globe into two power blocs might lead to
an acceptance of the onc and a rejection of the other. The ideals
and ideas for which they stand and for which they are prepared
1o scek an armed seftlement must be critically cxamined. We
are of the opinion that such a critical examination reveals that
both the power blocs stand for collectivist ideals and idcas andt
this common denominator between them hold both of them as
thrents 4o freedom: - Crwsade i )i

against should not
therefore drive the defenders of cultural freedom into the arms
of obscurantism as well as right totalitarianism. Indeed obscur-
antism can be found on both the sides and the terms right and
left have become mcaningless. Both the camps have common

There is anothcr consideration. After all within these blocs
ngs; to condemn them as bad would be
To kindle and rekindle the it of revolt of

totally unreal. s
these men and women the defenders of cultural freedom must
In other words the cause
of cultural freedom can best be promoted on the basis of cosmo-

raise the banner of cosmopolitanism.

. Let everyone have the freedom to hold and
opinions and ideas, but let human values and

politan humani
fo preach hi
reason prevail.

PAKISTAN PLOT
Continued from page 148)
arrested to head off his threatcned revelation about the project
of American air bases in Indeed, such revelation would
warrant the Russians promising help to a_possible coup detat.
1t cannot be ruled out that the Pakistan Government may have
made some agreement with Ametica which, in Communist propa-
ganda, can be interpreted as selling out. And such a propa-
ganda, associated with a chauvinistic attitude towards the Kash-
mir deadlock, would have a strong patriotic appeal which might
sway the younger officers of the army. Tt be quite natural
for the Russians to exploit the sinister po f the inflam-
mable situation with the object of bringing the danger of disrup-
tion nearer to the only secure spot in Asia.

FOUNDATIONS OF A NEW SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY
Continued from page 151

There, Communism is supposed (o have triumphed with the sup-
port of the people. This idea of Communism being purified by
nationalism is simply not truc. In China alo it means violence,
suppression of all liberty and all the rest of the familiar story.
Whether it be of the Russian or Chincse variety, Communism will
bring in its wake a long period of terror, regimentation, suppres-
sion of liberty, most probably civil war and chaos. It is sheer
madness 1o welcome that catastrophe with the hope that the
golden utopia may be waiting on the other side of the uncharted
sca of blood and tears.

Is there no third alternative? Must we fall back upon the
intellectual lethargy of choosing the lesser evil? And even that
judgment will create endless confusion, because it will be a matter
of opinion and predisposition. While rejecting C ism, we
cannot ignore the defects of formal democracy. It will not estab-
lish politica? freedom in this country, where the cultural precondi-
tions for democratic practice are absent. In thi
formal democracy will not only casily degenerate into vulgar dema-
gogy and deception; it may indeed prepare the way to a dicta-
torship with popular support. On the other hand, beginning from
scratel, we in India need not be handicapped by the tradition
of formalism. We can give democracy a chance by laying down
its human foundation. The coming election gives us the oppor-
tunity to do so. We should advise the people not to take any
party on its words, and help them to examine critically the pro-
miscs made during the election campaign. All the promises may
be sincerely made; but they may be unrealistic and therefore
meant to deceive the people. The danger of democracy degene-
rating into demagogy can be headed off only by helping the
people to develop their capacity of judgment. And only a soc
philosophy which holds that man is essentially rational can inspire
us to undertake the task of building a democratic order on the
solid foundation of an intelligent clectorate, which will not be
swayed by appeals to emotion

This endeavour to lay down the humanist foundation of

m-kmh_ﬁmm#,._. et o -
construcfin of the- T Yesatt will be creation of

a chain of local repubdics in which democracy will be real, be-
ause it will be directly, and cconomic problems colved on the
asis of local resources, with the intelligent initiative and co-ope-
rative cffort of the citizens. Whoever are more concerned with
the freedom and welfare of the people than with power to rule
in the name of the people, can begin doing things by themselves,
irrespective of the attitude of the cstablished government. But
they must have confidence in themsclves, and the confidence i
given by the humanist philosophy of life.

The practical details of what should be done and how are out-
lined in the two statements i
They do not claim any finality. They do not lay down the blue-
print of the fature. They only indicate a new approach to prob-
lems which have baffled the politicians. Agrcement with it will
not mean any organisational commitment, involve no party dis-
cipline. Our appeal is to reason and moral responsibility. The
response to this entirely disinterested appeal will be the measure
of hope for the future not only of our country, but of the modern
civilisation.

Most probably, the Russians were misled by cxaggerated reports
from their fifth column on the spot, and gave the signal pre-
maturely; or it might have been just a gamble. In any case,
they have lost. But given the curious fact that the Indian Prime
Minister is playing with fire, as his Pakistani opposite number
did with an astute purposc, the Russians may not have lost irre-
parably. In any case, the Pakistan plot should be treated as the
signal of a storm over the Islamic world; and if it breaks out.
India alo may have a few blasts.

Printed and published hv Maniben Kara at Westein Printers and Publishers. 15 and 23 Hamam Street, Fort, Bombay, Editorial and Managerial
Officc at 8, Ratilal Mansion, Parckh -

Street, Bombay 4.
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PAKISTAN PLOT

M.N

T would be idle to deny that the recent sensational events in
Pakistan took place on the background of international
power-politics. Nor can it be doubted that there was a conspi-
racy to overthrow the government, and that several high placed
persons were involved in it. Whatever might be the political
conviction and motive of the top-ranking military officers impli-
cated, there is little room for any doubt that they were in alliance
with the Communists. Faiz Ahmed Faiz, who has been described
as the brain of the conspiracy, is an avowed Communist of long
standing. And Begum Akhbar Khan has been known to be a
fellow-traveller along with her other sisters. Indeed, the abor-
tive conspiracy may be regarded as a battle in the cold war (no
Tonger really cold) lost by the Russians. Its connection with the
general flarc-up in the Middle East is obvious.

In order o imagine what might have happencd in Pakistan,
one nceds only to refresh the memory of recent history. After
Liaqat A rtemed S the Gt Co .l e Min'sters”
Coaference with the fecling that he was cold-shouldered there, and
he felt further humiliated by the discrimination of Washington
inviting the Prime Minister of the sister dominion, there was an
outburst of pro-Russianism in Pakistan. Moscow scered a diplo-
matic victory by inviting the Pakistan Prime Minister in that
psychologically favourable juncture. Public pronouncements by
top-ranking Pakistani leaders, including the Prime Minister and
the present Governor of East Bengal, made the impression that
their country might welcome an alliance with Russia. The Com-
munists must have taken advantage of the atmospherc to infil-
trate deep into the public life and entrench themselves in strategic
positions. They were tolerated by the government with the belief
that smiles at Moscow would spite London and Washington, and
might compel a reversion of their attitude. As a matter of fact,
the behaviour of the Pakistani leaders for the time being amounted
to the declaration that, unless their country was treated as equat
with India, they might go red.

The demagogic diplomacy worked. Liaqat Ali was invited to
America, and lionised like Nehra a few months carlier.  And it
seems that his vi-it yiclded more concrete results than the latter’s.
Because he was concerned less with public applause, which he
got all the same, than to convince those who counted th
friendly Pakistan would be of considerable economic and decisive
strategic value. On his retum home, he cvidently discouraged
further coquetry with Russia. The much publicised Moscow visit
was dropped.  But it was difficult to dislodge the Communists

- ROY

member of the Communist Party, a very wealthy

was clocted President of the West Punjab Mactim ﬁd?:c“ d::s;n“é
a powerful rival. Several young League leaders, who capturod
and still retain, the control of the party machinery, wore

to be sympathetic to Communisin and preferred a Russian orient-
ation of Pakistan foreign policy. On the whole, even after the
Government changed its tone, the Communists retained a largo
measure of freedom of movement and influence amongst modera.
ised_intellectuals and socialites. 1t is significant that the mogt
popular daily paper was owned and edited by known Commun.
ists, and made no secret of its sympathies. Evidently, the gov-
emment preferred to have two strings to ifs bow.

It would be natural for the Communists to exploit the ambi-
guous situation with the objcct of conveying the impression that
the government was afraid of them because they were very
powerful.  And_political adventarers would be very- likely £ pro.

+s sympatliy ia Communism with the object of capturing. power
with the support of Russia. Morcover, it is nataral for military
men to be impressed by power. It is an open secret that amongst
the young officers of the Indian as well as Pakirtani armed foross
there is a great admiration for the Russian army, and the pro.
fessional admiration is reinforced by social idealism on the part
of some, and race prejudice in the caso of others. Rusciy is
regarded 2 an Asian Power. A combination of such circum.
stances and psychological factors might very
aged the abortive coup detat, oY oL PaVe encour-

It s diffcult to judge how strong was the conspiracy: The
fact that more arrects have not been made does ot novessarily
prove that only a few persons were involved. Tt is nonsense and
malicious to say that the arrests were made as an electio stunt,
There was no danger of the Muslim League Tosing the slection in
Pakistan any more than the Congress being defeated in the next
election in India. There is no reason to doubt the Commander-
in-Chief’s statement that documents proving a conspiracy were

(Continted on page 148
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Notes of the Week

Russian Wheat and Chinese Rice

OME quarters had been represeating for some time that
though Soviet Russia and Red China were prepared to give
food grains to India the Government were not considering the
offers for political reasons. Speculation on the point has been
now set at rest by definite information regarding the offers and
the conditions accompanying them that has since appeared in
the press. Russia, it appears, is prepared to sell 50,000 tons of
wheat in exchange for raw jute. The offer is not therefore of a
gift, as the interested quarters had suggested, but of an exchange
of commodities. India can take advantage of it only if she is
able to find the requisite quantity of jute. Those who are ac-
quainted with the jute position in the country will readily realise
that it is not an easy matter to secure the jute that will be
required for the exchange. Regarding China it appears that an
exchange of 50,000 tons of rice for 16,500 tons of gunnies has
Teen already agreed upon and a part of the Chinese rice has
arrived. A similar offer from Viet Nam is also under considera-
tion. It is clear therefore that it is not altogether impossible to
secure from various countries the food that India requires. But
guided by the fantastic idea of self-sufficiency in food the Gov-
emment neglected to take timely steps to arrange for supplies
and are now being required to agree to hard bargains. Tt will
be good if the lesson will be learnt and the mistake avoided in
the coming year. People were hopelessly looking to the United
States for a timely supply of adequate quantities of food grains.
The noble message that the President of the country had sent to
its Congress had encouraged the hope that appropriate legisla-
tion would be enacted expeditiously and that the supplies would
begin to arrive at an early date. The hope has been falsified and
the legislation has got bogged in the Congress for one reason or
the other. It may be eventually passed and India may in the
end gel the food grams that she nceds so badly as a gift or as
a i if it does mot
Some I dme. Tt Wil Be
that in mind and will not a]lm\ dehv (0 de-(mv the charm of
their gift or loan.

Arbitration on War

XIOUS to find a solution to the Kashmir problem, the
United Kingdom and the United States revised their ori-
ginal resolution and placed a new draft before the Sccurity Coun-
cil. But the new draft has pleased India as little as the original
version. The main point of the resolution is the appointment of
arbitrators who on failure of the two parties to agree will be
entitled to draw up a solution of their own. India has been
all along opposed to the idea and her opposition continues to
be as strong as before. In a speech delivered at Agra the Prime
Minister expressed his strong disapproval of the resolution and
deprecated the attitude of U.K. and U.S.A. whom he accused of
cither not understanding the Kashmir problem or knowingly mis-
representing it. His Deputy who was speaking in Bombay about
the same time used much stronger language and accused the
United Nations of acting in a ** partisan manner.” According
to him the United Nations ought to have decided the specific issuc
whether or not Pakistan had committed aggression in Kashmir,
but that it had no guts or desire” to give a verdict on the
issue. If the Deputy Prime Minister's argument is sound, India
ought not to have objected to the United States move to brand
China as_aggressor after acccpting the first resolution of the
Security Council regarding the war in Korea. And yet India
courageously opposed the move and eamed the gratitude of all
peace-lovers throughout the world. It is on the same ground
that the Secority Council is refusing to concem itself only with
the technical issue of aggression and is devoting its attention to
the much larger and more important issue of finding a peaceful
solution to the problem. In matters conceming others India

stands forth as the champion of peace and desires the adoption
of a non-technical, constructive attitude; but in matters concern-
ing herself she forgets that noble outlook and emphasises forms
ties and technicalities. This contradiction between the two am—
tudes is bound to damage her good name and reduce her effec-
tiveness as a force for peace. In any case a side which is so
cocksure about the high ethics of its position should mot be so
reluctant to allow its casc go before a pancl of arbitrators.
Besides, failing agreement, arbitration is the only aternative to
a war. If war is to be avoided how can India oppose arbitra-
tion? We would therefore appeal to the Prime Minister to think
a little more calmly about the problem and adopt an attitude
which will help rather than hinder the solution of the longdrawn
dispute over Kashmir.

Quarrels Amongst Congressmen
IT is a long time now that Rajasten js without a popular
ministry. Every few days news appears about some talks
regarding the formation of the ministry, but the talks never seem
to end. The difficulty is the quarrels between Congressmen and
the rival claims of the various States that have formed the Union.
The same difficulty has cropped up within the last few days at
the other end of the country, namely, in the State of Travancore
and Cochin, That State is also without a ministry for the last
few days as a result of quarrels between Congressmen belonging
to the two constituent units. All efforts to settle the quarrels
made by a high dignitary of the Government of India assisted
by the General Sccretary of the Congress have so far proved
fatile. Similar wranglings amongst Congressmen are going on in
many other parts of the country. They are the clearest possible
evidence of the disintegration of the Congress as a national orga-
nisation. Having come together only with the negative purpose
of ending foreign rule there is no bond which can hold them
mgeﬂ'mr after that ncgauvc purpose was achieved. A large

for sc
and disputes. Congressmen are thus fighting amongst
themselves over positions of power and prestige the interesis of
the people are being sadly neglected and sacrificed on the altar
of private profit. It may be that in a few days the quarrels will
be temporarily composed and a ministry may be formed in Raja-
stan and in Travancore-Cochin. But that will not be an end
of the quarrels. They will begin in new forms and over new
issues.  As long as the people will allow themselves to be ruled
by politicians of this or that varicty the politicians will continue
to quarrel over the distribution of the loaves and fishes of office.
The only remedy against those disgusting quarrels and their de-
moralising effect over public life is not the substitution of one
set of politicians by another but the constant and effective vigi-
lence of the people and their determination to take the reins of
administration in their own hands. Those who are really worried
by this sickening exhibition of the sclfishness and the incompet-
ence of the present rulers should endeavour to quicken that cons-
ciousness amongst the people and help them take things in their
own hands.

Corruption and Nepotism
UDGET debates in Parliament and State Assemblies have
brought out many a story about corruption and nepotism
that appear to be widely prevalent. The latest is the so-called
**jeep scandal ” in which orders involving an expenditure of
about a crore of rupees were placed with a firm of no substance.
As a result the goods required were not supplied and the Govern-
ment lost a good amount of money. If the people are not to
lose all their confidence in the integrity of the Government and
the administration a searching inquiry must be immediately held

(Continued on page 154 -
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THE PRINCIPLE OF
INDETERMINACY

IRA M. FREEMAN

LL natural science is based on observation. Whether our

knowledge of any segment of the external world remains

at the level of a mere cataloguing of facts, o soars to the heights

of Relativily or of Quantum Theory, observation of Nature as

she really is constitutes the foundation of science, and all else
is secondary.

There is one aspect of the business of making obscrvations that
is usually taken for granted, and that is the faith (for tbis is all
it amounts (o) that any observation made herc and now may be
expected again on any other occasion when the same conditions
prevail. This proposition is sometimes called The Uniformity of
Nature or the Conslancy of the Universe. But whether mere
It is science’s answer to the
ancient belicfs in capricious demons and deities.

Despite the Lewildering differences between one science and
another, all of them advance largely by the same general taetics:
observations are made, quantitics arc measured {where possible),
results are correlated, theories are sct up and general conclusions
are drawn in the form of natural laws. The great scientific con-
quests of Galileo and Newton, of Darwin and Pasteur, were made
according to this kind of campaign plan.

What we call classical physics attained a high state of perfec-
tion toward the end of the last century. Evolving largely from
ordinary mechanics, it went forward on the assumption that all
the events taking place in spacc and time have the objective
“haracter that we associate with common mechanical phenomena
such as the falling of a stone or the swinging of a pendulum.

Early in 1he ninetcenth century the great French mathematician
t Laplace made the much-quoted statement that an
ient mind, knowing the momentary location and speed of
every atem in the universe, could deduce the entire course of
cvents i the cosmce, both past and future. The univ
thus viewed as a machine, with all the parts rigorousk
locked. Every event was held to be strictly determined by the
ding one; every effect was ascribed to a definite cause.

Later. this mechanistic approach began to be challenged when
<cientists learned to break up the physical world into its basic
constituents. The ubiquitous quantum aspect of nature began to
assert itself once more, and in several places.

In 1927, a brilliant young theoretical physicist, Werner Heisen-
berg, was able to state a highly >1gmﬁcam gencralization relative
1o the observation and processes. It
¥ called she Principle of [ndetermmacy In oné way of phras-
, the rule asserts that the more closely we determine the
e, the less accurately are we able to specify
its motion, and vice versa. Heisenberg contends that the under-
lying cause of this puzaling situation is the fact that every pro-
cess of mecasurement or observation actually inferferes with what
is heing measured or observed.

For example, if we should wish to ““see” directly a single
clectron, it turns out that it would be necessary to use light of
very hort wavelength for the purpose. But light of this kind is
highly energetic, and if thrown at an electron would knock it com-
pletely out of its original position, thus defeating what we are
trying to accomplish!

In the same way, there is a fundamental inexactness, an un-
<ontrollable or indefinable clement, inherent in all measurements
relating to clementary processes. Of course, in dealing with ordi-
nary large-scale objccts, the interaction between object and obser-
ver becomes vanishingly small, and things scem to behave in
their accustomed way, but on the sub-atomic scale, the obvious
connection between cause and effect is no longer in evidence.
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After all, nature does scem 1o be governed by order and regu-
larity, and so if strict causality is not valid in the submicroscopic
realm, what takes its place? The answer is that what we ob-
serve in coarse-grained experience is a stalistical orderliness—the
average behaviour of a multitude of individual entities—and such
an average is accurately predictable. It is predictable in the
same way that the death rate in a given population group may
be computed in advance by a life-insurance company, although
there is no way of forecasting when a given individual is going
to die.

Chance rules the activity of the individual sub-atomic particles
of physics, but their cultural or crowd behaviour, as mirrored
by the large-scale world of ordinary experience, turns out to be
completely in accord with expectation. The recognition of this
fact has been of vast importance 1o the development of modern
science, and has had profound and far-reaching effects on philo-
sophical thinking as well.
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the stand that sending reinforcements on the scale requested by
the General would interferc with the French plan for building
up home forces to ten divisions by the end of the year.

ble solution might be the despatch of some units at
present on_garrison i nd their replace-
ment by National Servicemen. The final decision rests with the
Council of Ministers which meets on Tuesday

The joint session of several committecs of the Assembly of the
French Union at Versailles heard a statement by Tran Vankha,
Minister for National Economy of Viet-Nam, who drew atten-
tion to the improvement in the military position since the arrival
of General de Tassigny. He considered it necessary, however,
in order that the sitvation might be completely restored for the
General’s demands for reinforcements to be met entirely.

How British Labour Remained in Office ?

i Correspondent of the London Times writes:

it scemed improbable that the Labour
for more than a few months. Its sur-

vival 12 months later therefore calls for an explanation.

No Government with an absolute majority in the House of
Commons of only six votes could exist indefinitely without some
acquiescence on the part of the Opposition. If the Opposition
chose to harry the Government, week in and week out, with
4 series of important divisions over a period of three or four
months the Government would surely fall sooner or later. Even
the most diligent whipping would seem certain to break down
under such unrelenting pressure.

Tn fact, the Opposition have refrained from these factics. Last
June they pressed the Government hard on the Finance Bill—
there were five important divisions within cight days—and more
recently they have divided the House on steel, meat, and
defence, alt within seven days.

Thesc, however, have been the exceptional weeks; apat from
the Opposition’s attitade has up to now been one of
escence in the Government's survival.

Tt must be added, of course, that without strong party dis
cipline the Government could not bave lived through even the:

g
g
g
g
&

Government would liv

P can e welid on b
they most distrust

The recent division o defence was only the latest illustr,
tion of the tightening of the party xins. At the clection of 1950
cvery Independent candidate was defeated, a fact which deters
cven the most adventurous from defying their party whip.

The Government therefore have survived, but at what cost?
The strain has undoubtedly told on Ministers. Constant attend-
ance at the House does not make the cfficient conduct of a
department’s business casy, and, cven more serious, it leaves
Ministers with little time fo think

Since last Febraary there has, of course, been much heart-
searching in the Labour Party. It was carly suggested by the
left wing of the party that a working majority could have been

people will have thai fecling about the Govemment and the
administration, it will be impossible to create any enthusiasm in
their minds for harder work and better production and the econ-
omic condition of the country cannot be improved. It is essen-
tial therefore that the leaders of the nation should pay their parti-
cular attention (o this problem of corruption and ncpotism and
take immediate and cffective steps for rooting out the cvil. Tho
future of the country depends in a large measure on an honest
and efficient administration. A Government that cannot ensure
it can have no claim to the confidence and the loyalty of the
people.
Moral Crusaders

N his inaugural address to the second session of the Indian

National Commission for Co-operation with UNESCO the

Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru spoke a few words about ** moral
crusaders " which should be taken to heart by Congress ministers
and Congressmen in general. He said: ** Sometimes I feel that
the world might be better off if there were a fow less of these
moral crusaders about.”” Many of the Congress ministers regard
themselves ws moral crusaders and are busy foisting their own
fads on the unfortunate people who happen to be under their
rule. They have their own peculiar ideas regarding dress, food
and drink, entertainment, behaviour, etc., and are utilising the
power they possess to impose them upon the people as a wholc
in the name of morality and virtue. It will be good if they will
take to heart the Prime Minister's sound advice that different
people may have diffcrent ideas about morality and that it is
wrong for one set of people to impose their own peculiar ideas
on the other sct of people. It is as much wrong for one nation
to do that in the case of another nation as for rulers to do that
in the case of the whole or a section of their people. In their
zest for so-called moral reforms many ministers are sadly neglect-
ing the people’s interests and wasting public revenues over their
own individual fads and fancies. It is to be hoped that this
admonition of the Prime Minister will have some effect on persons
he is supposed to lead and guide.

won if its eloction programme had been more Social-
" In receni months, however, this plea has been advanced
with diminishing cnthusiasm and convietion

NOTES OF THE WEEK

Continued from page 146)
and the persons responsible for the scandal must b severely
punished for their corruption or laxity. Grave charges of nepo-
fism are al<o being levied against Congress ministers. A member
of the Madbya Pradesh Asscmbly gave specific instances of privi-
leged treatment accorded to the sons of the Chief Minister of
the State. The cavalier way in which the spokesman of the
Governmeni dismissed the charges does mot carry conviction to
anybody and does not set doubts at rest. The fact that such
charges are being made and that such stories arc being told,
some of which may be certainly bascless and wild, proves that
there is something rotten in the administration. As long as the
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Last few decades has compelled a
number of emotionally as well as

TH. phenomenal growth of only becanse man pitied his

totalitarian tendenci THE H An"‘: Al_ H“M AN reason aganst ine obicusatism

which has taken place in the ot teisglon; it had to be a revolt
of

man against God, the most
deceptive of all  collectivities.

intellectually sensiti 50 to
make an endeavour to discover
the ways and means of combat- YoL. xv
ting them. All lovers of free- —
dom should welcome such
endeavours becauso it is only
through them and their patient
and critical examination that an
adequate answer may be found to prevent the development of a
new and total slavery of mankind. Moreover, these endeavours
represent the spirit of independence and revolt existence of which
is indispensable for human progress. To keep that spirit alive
is i itself a pressing n : of our times. Totalitarianism
thrives on the soil of a surrender complex which is partly a
result of an * immaturity * of mind and partly a consequence of
the onslaught launched against human mind by totalitarian doc-
trines.  Ignorance, credulity and helplessness have abetted such
a surrender complex in all the periods of human history and
communities have been either rescued or emancipated from condi-
tions of slavery only as a result of the courageous assertion of
the spirit of independence and revolt.

However great may be the intensity of emotional sensitiveness
to all forms of totalitarianism it should be evident that in order
to analyse its nature and causes and to discover effective cures
emotionalism can never help. All that it can achieve is severa
disgust or hatred and through it creatc a sense of repulsion
against the overpowering menace. But that is a negative achieve-
ment however great may e its value by itself. In order to
build up « positive bulwark against it and to free human mind
from its deadening influence the dangers of totalitarianism must
be appreciated intellectually. If totalitarian doctrines thrive on
ignorance, credulity and helplessness, there can be an efflores-
cence of frecdom only on the basis of knowledge, scepticism and
man’s confidence in himself. Reason is the foundation of {ree-
dom. Freedom can never develop on the basis of obscurantism
and an emotional approach to the problem of freedom ends in

Wwanusm ol vne form or the other, deceptively attractive
‘but dangerous none-the-less.
Modern totalitarianism has been making inroads on all aspects

2

APRIL 1, 1951

CULTURAL FREEDOM

— The modern attack on the free-
dom of mind is not qualitatively
ditferent. The totalitarian doc-
- trines, either of the Right or of

the Left

mé/ of a class, state or nation,
. and in so far as political power
is an cffective means of coercion modern mlalitﬁanhm phsnz‘»
tions through the state, the government and the party. In the
mediaeval times the final truth was told by the scripture and it
was revealed by the prophet, the priest was the conscience.
keeper and man was an ever-crring sinful creature.  Now wo
have a modem version in the party ideology offering the final
truth, the leader revealing it and the small bosses of the party
acting as the custodians of the material and spiritual welfare
of the helpless individuals. The clergy or the commissar, the
prophet or fuerer must rule the mind of man; that is i
of totalitarianism. That claim must be challenged and dis-
proved; to do so is the first and essential step in the direction
of creating conditions for the froedom of mind.

T}_lc challenge, however, must be based on an intellectual ap-
preciation of freedom and not on a mere cmotional attachment
to it. for inteliect i the only means of acquiring knowledge of
the universe and knowledge is a condition of freedom. The
progress of knowledge can now help man to explain the uni-
verse and to explain himself. Obscurantism and collectivism dis-
count such rational cxplanations and enchain human mind to
some dogma or the othes

Knowledge of the various aspects of the universe and of man
must be integrated into a philosophy of freedom. In some quar.
ters there is a reluctance to recognise such a necessity for it is
argued that attachment to human values is a sufficient guarantec
for the promotion of freedom. In the absence of a rational
explanation of the values a such an attach-
ment must be regarde v In that case man will
have to be regarded as an ad hoc category. Values exist be-
cause man exists and existence of man has a history and a
causal explanation. Man himself has physiological and psycho-

of human freedom: political dictatorship, economic
and cultaral itarianism are the concrete ions of that
enslaving cncroachment. [t s not for the first time that human
relations anil idvas are being subjected to such an enslavement
though the means and mcthods adopted by modem totalitarian-
ism are deadlier and the contest of the cirenmstances in which
they are being practised are different.  Religious obscurantism had
at onc stage of human history held human mind and human
relations in complete bondage. A relatively comprehensi

trol excrcised by the spiritual order and the religious
had wshered in -« dark age trom which mankind was rescued by
the spiritually free and rational individuals who promoted = great
renaissance.  Vast scctions of humanity still labour under similar
spiritual appression and for them the dark age is not yet over.
And now there is the grave prospect of a second dark age in
which there will be a total tyrauny and in which even the faint
ext mucleus of freedom will be ruthlessly destroyed.

The mediacval as well as the modern totalitarianism have com-
mon roots and @ common source of nourishment; they derive
their strength from the cult of collectivism. When the individual
of flesh and bload is regarded as a nonentity and an unknowablc
absolute or an indefinable abstraction is idealised freedom is bound
to be suppressed.  Belicf in the supematural is a belief in an
absolute and ultimate collectivity. The temporal counterparts of
that collectivity are found in the scripture, the priest and the
ritual cach of them laying the limits of human freedom of thought
and action. To transgress those limits is to commit sin. In
human_ history the greatest and the gravest attack on the free-
dom of mind came from religion and mankind could survive it
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logical which cnable him to think and to form
concepts.  That freedom of mind must indeed be poor which is
not based on a scientific explanation of man as a free agent and

a full recognition of the dictum that man the measure of
everything. . T cther words 1o offer an axiological justification
fom is noi_enough there must be a_ philosophical justi-

A scientific integration of modern knowledge can offer
a rational justification of freedom; therefore it can be regarded

a philosophy of freedonr.
Promoters of cultural frecdom must also recognise the
reignty of rcason.  Obsc f every form can be di

ant
by rationalism. Due ta the limitations of knowledge mediseval
rationalism was unable to explain reason. Modern rationalism
has been able fo explain its fundamental category. Reason i -
biological property, it is the expression of the law-gn
of the universe on the lovel of consciousness.

A scientific, rationalist view of the universe and of man must
lead to a social philosophy based on individus 1
rationalism has had its repercussions in the social sphere which
led ta the development of the philosephy of liberalism.
Challenging the divine right of kings in the political sphere fibe
ralism ushered in democracy. Contesting the authority of feu-
dalism to hold human labour in serfdom it preached in favour
of the freedom of enterprise. The professions of liberal indivi-
dualism were, however, handicapped by two factors. Firstly it
was not able o explain man the fundamental category of its

ations: secondly its instituti pressions were inconsis-
tent with its tenets. Labouring under these handicaps liberalism
Conlinued on page 156
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TIRUNELVELI DISTRICT
CIVIL LIBERTIES CONFERENCE

(From 4 Correspondent)

The conference was held at Tuticorin on 11th March. It was
attended by a good number of delegates coming from various
places in the district. The conference discussed a number of
resolutions pertaining to the subject of civil liberfies and adopted
them after a full discussion. Prominent amongst the resolutions
adopted were those relating 1o the Preventive Detention Act, fair
elections and the revision of the Criminal Procedure Code to
bring it in harmony with the provisions of the Constitution gua-
ranteeing fundamental rights.

Opening the conference Prof. A. Ranjitham, retired Principal
of the American College, Madhurai dwelt on the nccessity of a
powerful organisation to protect civil liberties in a modem State.
He saic

** The importance of such a body may better be understood
if we grasp a historical background and a psychological factor.

In olden times the Governments were despotic but impotent.

They had not the necessary machinery to exccute their decrees.

Aurangazeb, perhaps the most powerful emperor of the world

at that time, found to his great surprisc and dismay that his

royal decroes were not obeyed cven in Delhi, much less in
the remote regions of his empire. The (,ovcmmmh of today
are den but Modern have the
necessary machinery and facilities to carry out their orders

An order emanating from Delhi will touch the humblest pea-

sant in 48 hours. The Governmental functions are compr

hensive in their scope. Hardly there is any human activit

y
which does not come within the purview of the Government
directly or indirectly.

more
e Tormed mainly to capture power. pam Which p-
tures power makes all attempts to perpetuate it in its hands.
It is no wonder that the party uses all the means at its dis-
posal ta perpetunte ifs power. Tt is so even in advanced demo-
cracies and much more so in our young democracy
Another important specch delivered at the conference was that
of Mr. my, the Organising Secretary of the All
India Civil Libertics Council. Speaking about police excesses
and arbitrary orders issued under Section 144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code he cxplained how they violated the fundamental
rights guaranteed by the Constitution. He asserted that the use
of Section 144 should be strictly limited to the protection of civil
rights when they are in danger of being violated and pleaded
for a revision of the Code to bring it in line with the Consti-
tution. He pleaded further for punishment of officers responsible
for deprivation of civil rights drawing attention in that connec-
tion to a provision to that effect existing in the Criminal Proce-
dure Code of the United States.

PAKISTAN PLOT

Continued from page 145)
seized in Akhbar Khan's house. And the subsequent statement
of the Prime Minister in the Parliament gave a broad hint that
the would-be insurgents were in contact with Russia. The Com-
munists cannot be casily caught; they have gone underground,
and will escape to Russia if necessary. As regards their accom-
plices and dupes in the army, the government may be adopting
tho wise palicy of persuasion as a prosecution

However, the conspiracy might still have been in an early stage,
and has been nipped in the bud by the arrest of the leaders. But
at the same time, it is quite conceivable that a military coup

CONGRESS FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM
TASK BEFORE DELEGATES
5. K. DAS

As a gathering of intellectuals to discuss the threat of total-
itarianism to frecdom of thought and expression, the Indian Con-
gress for Cultural Freedom, now meeting in Bombay, is to be-
welcomed. According to the organisers the meeting secks to ini-
tiate and develop a movement for protecting individual liberty
and values of democracy. If this purpose i to be served the

Congress should devote 2 good deal of attention to the nature of
these values, for although due to modem cducation, democratic
ideas have spread among a considerable scction of the Indian
intelligentsia, they bave not taken roots in our social system,
in our way of life. On the intelligentsia rests the task of laying

a fim foundation of democracy and they will be unablo to do
that unlose they are very clear about the ideas and idcals that
are at the core of the democratic philosophy.

Although attended mainly by people intcrested in cultural acti-
vities, the Congress is bound to talk a good deal of politics.
This, in fact, i inevitable considering that the threat to demo-
cracy comes from totalitarian political ideologies and  policies.
The delegates will have to make up their minds on means to
combat Communism i this country and on the attitude they
<hould adopt toward the international conflict between the Rus-
sian znd the American blocs. Indeed, remembering the debates
at a similar conference in Berlin last June, this is likely to be
the main issue before them.

Happily, it has becn stated on behalf of the organisers that
the Congress is not affliated t0 or bound by decisions of any
previous meeting in Europe or America. It will be a tragedy
£ it were to turn out fo be a mere culbural front of antCom
munism, voicing suppori for policies framed at the Penatgon.
But considering the  affliations of the sponsors, who include
people of diverse views, this is not likely to happen. There are

s to the Ama

iwols i 10 Le fou I over the world.  In
the Berlin Congn with this question, Arthur Koestler
seemed to carry the day with the slogan: ** Relative frcedom
preferable to total tyranny.””  One hopes that in the Indiam
meeting there will be some who would point out the cntirely
negative character of this attitude and have the boldness to sug-
gest the alternative.

For, it is important to realize that the threat to democracy
comes not only from Communism but also from that passionate
anti-Communism, which in its desperate bid to defeat the advance
of its adversary upholds reaction and itsell destroys the very
libertics it set out to defend. The crisis of the present genera-
tion would be no crisis at all if the choice were between the
camps of evil and good; it is so because the choice is between
two camps both of which have little to offer. Unless democracy
can dissociate itself from both it will not be able to survive.

In other words, the choice between the two power blocs must
not be made. While abjuring Communism and resolving fo
combat it by education of the people, attempt should be made
to create a democratic outlook in which alone defence of demo-
cracy will be possible. A good deal of criticism of Communism
and other forms of totalitarianism will be necessary in the Con-
gress, but one hopes that in their enthusiasm to denounce, the
delegates will not forget their positive task, namely creation of
an ideology of democracy.

@clat with the proclaimed object of * liberating * Kashmir could
be successful in the near future; and to back up such an adven-
ture with the promise of help would admirably fit in the Russian

strategy of the cold war.
One should not dismiss the theory that Faiz Ahmed Faiz was
(Continued on page 156
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World News and Views

Opposition to War Attack Peace!

CORRESPONDENT of the monthly Infernational Sonahst
A Correspondence, edited by Maurice Pivert in Paris, re
that the Director of a_theatre in Soviet Saxony, East Cvtrmzny
has just been sacked because he had printed on the programme
of the evening tho slogan: ** War is a crime, for whatever ideals
or objects it may be wa The new newspaper ¢ Stmh\xsth( Zei-
tung commented on  the vt s follows fact that a
Theatre Dircctor can advertise such a slogan on h|> programme,
and that he should have found a man to give it to the press,
and that a printer should have been willing to print such morbid
pacifist propaganda, cannot be cxplained except through the com-
plte absence of the necessary vighanee and an et confusion
as regards the issue of peace; it is an attack @ ihe fight
for peace conducted by the German Democratic R\puhlu.

Socialism in National States
N the same journal, André Philip, Socialist Deputy and ex-
Minister, writes: '* Various Socialist Partics have come to
power, cither directly or in coalition governments, within the
framework of National States, just at a time when this national
tramework has become an obstacle to the necessary development
of the productive forces of Europe. The doctrine of Socialism in
one country has been proved totally absurd in the small Western
countries. ~ Those who cling to it, in the laudable hope of safe-
guarding their social achievements, are compelled to take up the
most reactionary position in foreign politics and go against their
own democratic and socialist ideals. ~As a result, there does not
really cxist any Socialist International at present. But one has
to be created. Tt is the duty of those Socialist Parties which have
freed themsclves of the burcaucratic control of national Socialist
Partics, of all sincere republicans and progressives, to take the
initiative to rally the true internationalists everywhere and pro-
ceed with {hem towards the formation of a real European Social-
ist Part

Profession and Practice of Communism

EARLY all the old guard Slovak Communists stand solidly
N for the ideal of Slovak nationalism that the disgraced
teaders Dr. Clementis, Dr. Husak and Dr. Novomesky professed,
and most sincere Czech Communists disapprove whole-heartedly
of the totalitarian methods adopted by their leaders both in indus
try and in agriculture.

“A new member of the party said recently (when he kuew there
were no spics about): —* T joined last year, and because T do
not make a fuss T have a well-paid job and can send my children
to a secondary school. Put my brother, who joined the party
before the war, was purged a few months ago. He can no longer
carn a decent living, nor can his children get a decent education.”

In Slovakia the background of the conflict has existed ever
since the first Czechoslovak republic came into being in 1918, Al
Slovaks, whether Communists or non-Communists, dislike being
ruled from Praguc. At onc time the Czech Communist leaders
supported Slovakia’s claim for self-government, but they began
to lean the other way when the Communists were heavily defeated
in Slovakia in the free election of 1946, and for the past year
Prague has been slowly crushing Slovak independence in every
direction.  Onc example of this is the merging of Czech and
Slovak trade unions, women's ascociations, and the like into single
Caechoslovak bodies against the opposition of the Slovak Com-
munists themselves,

The process was scen again ai the conference of the Slovak
Communist Party last May when its general secretary, Mr. Basto-
vansky, realizing that his bread was buttered in Prague, called
upon Dr. Clementis and others to confess the errors of their ways
The self-criticisms of Dr. Husak and Dr. Novomesky were ac-
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cepted, and they were given minor posts and another chance.
Those of Mr. Karol Smidke, head of the party, and Dr. Cle-
mentis were rejected.

One of the chief points of dificrence on policy between Prague
and Bratisava was the handling of collectivization. Slovakia is
still far less industrialized than the Czech provinces, and most of
its population arc peasants. Whereas the Slovak (_ummumsh
stood for keeping the promise, made hefore the 1946 clection,
that individual farmers should be allowed to own their farms,
Prague held only to the letter of the promise and decided to forco
the peasants to join collective farms by pupal taxation, seques-
tration of machines, and other forms of compulsion,

This policy was strongly opposed by the Slovak Communists
and was disliked by meny Ceech Communists, among them Otto
Sling, formerly party secretary nd Matie Svermova,
member of the central executive committee of the Communist
Party, whom Rudolf Siansk: 1
cused recently of having
been il for some time, and during his abscnce from his post
some of his work appears to have been taken over by Mrs,
mova. According 1o the official version, she and Mr. Sling plotted
1o restore capitalism while the cat was away. and were in contact
with English and other western spi

The real reason for these charges i+ that the

ism suited to the national tomperament istead of slay
g the Moscow pattern. It is to disconrage the many
in Czechoslovakia who agreed with them that they have
pelied from the party
Other party leaders who are ** deviawed * are Dr. Lobl, the econ-
omic expert, Mr. Wilem Novy, former editor of Rude Pravo, Dr.
Klinger, one of Dr. Clementis's nominees at the Foreign Ministry,
Milan Raiman, former head of the Premier’s office, André Simon,
former prominent editorial writer on Rude Pravo, and pos.
ibly Dr. Kreibich, a German Commanist, who was appointed
Czechoslovak Ambassador to Moscow some time ago. Nothing
i beard of tem ton ik o tour months.

stood for a Com-
hly

Communist Infiltration of Central Asia

MUSLIM supporter of Chiang Kai-shek, who reached
Kalimpong in the middle of March after a long track
through Tibet gave details of the Communist occupation of Sin-
kiang on Tibet's nerthern border, the entry of R n experts
in substantial numbers into Sinkiang and the subsequent estab-
lishment by the ans of air bases at Khasgar, Ili, Urumchi,
Altai, Cochog and S nklang via Lhasa and Yatung, four months
of which spent in fighting the Communists in Sinkiang.
The newcomer is General Yolbas. He was a member of the
13-man advisory council to General Chiang Kai-shek and later
Wali, or commissioner, of Khami province, the gateway to Sin-
kiang. He said that with the collapse of the Kuomintang Gov-
ermment, the Chinese Communists declared that only a token
force of 3.000 troops would be sent to Sinkiang to safeguard
defence. Tn actual fact, 40.000 well equipped Communist troops
entered Sinkiang and onc of the first edicts of the Communists
was that the Turkestan Muslim purdah system should be abo-
lished while there should be inter-marriage between Turkestan
Muslims and the Chinese. This was greatly resented by the
censervative Muslim population and led fo a guerrilla war which
lasted four months.

French Dilemma : Asia or Europe

HE Correspondent of the London Times reports from Paris:
General de Tassigny's demand for substantial reinforce-
ments for the French Expeditionary Force in Indo-China is likely
to raise a_difficult problem for the Government.
M. Moch, the Defence Minister, is thought to have objected on
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'HE remedy is suggested by the diagnosis of the disease.
We shall have to strike at the root of the evil. The new
social philosophy must start from an idea about human nature
which will revive the hope of man having faith in himself. If
it is true that man by nature is a believer in some power greater
than himself, and therefore cannot think of doing anything by
himself, then the cherished idea of human freedom must be aban-
doned. The religious man cannot think of improving God’s crea-
tion. On the other hand, the assumption that human nature is
selfish logically leads to the view that society can never do
without political coercion of the State or moral dictation of reli-
gion. So, this alternative view of human nature also rules out
the possibility of freedom.

The history of civilisation, however, proves that both the as-
sumptions about human nature were equally unfounded. Through-
out history, heretics were the pioneers of human progress. Faith
is based on ignorance; if it was the foundation of human nature,
knowledge would not be possible, and man would be still living
in blissful ignorance. As regards the other assumption, it is
true that his own existence is the primary concern of man; but
it is cqually true that his sclfishness breeds the capacity to out-
grow The theory of class struggle ignores the fact that co-
nperahon has always been a stronger social factor. Otherwise,
saciety would have fallen to pieces at the dawn of civilisation
History, therefore, warrants the view that neither is human nature
incorrigibly selfish, nor is it founded on the faith in the super-
human. Modern science corroborates this view, which can inspire
a social philosophy capable of showing a way out of the crisis
of our time.

In the past, inadequate knowledge kept human nature shrouded
in history. Today there is little reason to call man the unknown.
Nor is there any ground for the venerable faith in his divine
essence. As a biological form, man is a physical entity. The
entire process from the fertilisation of an ovum to the birth of
the full-grown child, is a physical phenomenon. No extraneous

nlumm enters in the process at any point. Whatever distinguishes
T

not a divine spark. Nowhere coud the divine spark smuggle
itself into the physical process. What is called soul is but the
sum total of the diverse manifestations of life, which itself is a
‘physico-chemical phenomenon. Therefore we rule out the doc-
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FOUNDATIONS OF A NEW SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY

M. N

ROY

(Speech on the siatements on political and cconomic problems in the public session of the first All-India Convention of

Radical Humanists, Calcutia, Febraary, ath, 1951.)

(Concluded from the last issue)

trine that, man being diferentiated from anima
sion of a divine spark, to belicve is the transcendental source of
his humanness is the loundation of bis nature. Thus lierated
from the venerable prejudice of his spiritual origin, which per-
suades him to accept spiritual slavery as the token of his supe-
riority, man can think of being free as man. The spiritual libe-
ration will give him the confidence in the capacity fo participate
voluntarily in the collective human cndeavour to build a free
society.

Anthropology also helps us in the enquity inio human nature.
It proves that human society did not originate in an ad hoc

Primitive man had ‘o struggle against his cavironments.
He could do so more succesiully in co-operation with others.
The instinct of self-preservation and struggle for exisience led to
the foundation of civil socicty. Instinct is primitive rcason. Man
therefore is essentially a rational being. Modern knowledge of
biology also allows this deduction. Rudiments of reason, the
ability to connect experiences, can be traced in lower animals.
Rationality, therefore, is o biological function which can very
highly develop in the highest biclogical form. Rationality can
subordinate man’s selfishness to enlightenod scif-interest, which
is a social virtue.

Now we can discard another idea which has bedevilled modern
social thought; the idea of conflict and compefition. Some econ-
omists say that compeition is the lever of all progress; and revo-
lutionaries attach the same significance to socal conflict which
they call class struggle. No doubt there have been conflicts, and

reveals that
hrathotrs 'r:“hdpfm&nm fs‘!b%nmm
human trait than compelition and conflict. However, reiigion
and social philosophies based on it and other wrong assumptions
made man forget his innate rationality. Religion having done
bavoc in the past, philosophy in our time preached the cult of

Ly the posses-
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At the same fime, the experience of conflict dis-
couraged the spirit of co-operation. The cumulative result is
man’s loss of faith in himself.

The scientific knowledge about human nature reveals the oot
of the cultural crisis of our times, and should enable us to dis-
cover an entirely new approach to the baffling problems of modern
life. The crisis does not affect just this or that aspect of social
existence; it envelopes the whole being of man. Therefore it
can be called a spiritual crisis, a crisis of the soul of man. Man
has forgotten what he is. The only way out of the impasse is
to help him remember that he is a man, and not a slave either
of a divine slave-driver or of any ferrestrial power.

The fundamental principles of this new philosophy of life were
outlined three years ago. We called it New or Scientific or Inte-
gral Humanism. There is nothing altogether new in it. Human-
ism is as old as history. The common feature of Humanism
throughout the ages hat been the belief that there are certain
human values which transcend all other considerations, and to
develop the human personality is the main purpose of life; poli-
tical practice and social insiitutions, economic organisations, edu-
cational endeavours, should all serve ihe basic purpose of life.
But in the olden times the wrong idea of human nature contra-
dicted the humanist phit of lifc. Therefore, classical
Humanism failed to hoid against the apposing views of
life, which harmonised with wrong notions about human
nature.  But today scientific imovlud| a careful read-
ing of history enablc Hum: o challeng

the wrong notions
about human nature and ‘i froc italf fron «fi contradictions

and fallacies. Thercfore, we call it New Humanism. Since its
newness is derived from modern scientific knowledge, the more
appropriate name is scientific Humanism. We restate the prin-
ciple of the sovereiguty and primacy of man not as a dogma,
but with the support of scientific knowledge.

That is the point of departurc of a new approach to the va-
tious problems of modemn life. Take for instance the economic
problems of our country. Everybody knows that things are going
from bad to worse. And the casiest thing to do is to blame
somebody for this state of affairs, and the government is the
obvious scapegoat.  All complaints against._prevailing conditions
amount to abusing the prescnt government, which is followed
up by the demand for an altenative government under the
control of the complainant. It is maintained that such a change
of government will solve all problems ; but the pretenders to
power do not explain how. Tf they really knew how to solve
the problems, why don‘t they let the established government
have the benefit of their wisdom? There is no reason to believe
that the men in power are less concerned with popular welfare
than those who aspire to replace them. Governments may be
mistaken and not do the right thing. But after all, they are
also composed of human beings, capable of moral judgment.
Therefore, if you appeal to their good sense and point out
repeatedly that they can do things better, they may listen to
you. But if you insist that they must get out so that you may
be in power, their back will be up, and they will insist on pursuing
their mistaken policy. The men in_power are handicapped by
the anxiety to remain in power. That desire on their part is
morally no more reprehersitle than the desize of others to replace
them. Potentially, one man is as good as the other. To appeal
to the rationality and the moral sense of the men in power,
therefore, is the only manner of purifying politics.

This is not an abstract moralist attitude. It is the most prac-
tical approach to the problem of political practice. The politi-
cians in power must have votes in the next elections. They
must therefore listen to public opinion if it advocates a more
promising approach to problems which have baffled them.

There are two lines of approach. One is fundamental. You
cannot cure things by imposing reforms from above. It must
be done from the bottom. So long as the people want their
problems to be solved for them, they must be prepared to
obey, to follow blindly, to be regimented. On the contrary,
if they want freedom, they must prove that they are capable
of being free. They can do that by declaring that as human
beings they can do whatever they expect others to do for them.
They may not be able to rebuild the whole of Indian economy.
But they can indicate the way. Tt is the formation of local
co-operative_organisations as the nuclei of a new system of
economy. There is no reason why the government should not
encourage popular initiative. Without doubting the sincerity of
its professions and intentions, we must persevere in appealing to
its good sense, while doing things on our own initiative.

They say that economic prosperity of India is conditional on
her ability to build up heavy industries. But they also say
that the condition cannot be created with India‘s own resources.
She requires foreign aid. But dollars are not coming. What
are we to do? Can we do without them? We can. To point
out how, is the purpose of our statement on a new approach
to the problems of cconomic reconstruction.

Consistently with the belief, based on the knowledge that man
cs wi

hope that it may change its policy. At the same time, we say
that popular initiative is not precluded by whatever the govern-
ment may or may not do.

Humanist approach to the problem of democracy in India
is equally rational and realistic. It advocates inifiative from
below. Formal democracy has not been a blessing. It is bound
to be less so when the electorate is politically illiterate, as in
India. Party politics will not establish political freedom. It
confounds democracy with demagogy. Those who are dissatisfied
with the present government, propose to organise an opposition
party with the object of capturing power. Under the parlia-
mentary system, power is to be captured through the ballot-box.
In order to win the election, the opposition party must promise
to do what the present government has failed to do. It does
not explain how it will make the miracle. The present govern-
ment may not be composed of angels and supermen, nor will the
alternative one be. There are objective difficulties, which will
baffle the one as they have done the other. But party politics
does not make room for such honest admission. It must promise
‘miracles, belief in which presupposes irrationalism on the part
of the electorate. Election propaganda, therefore, appeals to
emotion and blind faith. Only consummate demagogues can
succeed in it. Measured by this standard of formal democracy
the method of counting heads—the avowed dictator Hitler was
the most successful democrat of our time. By inflaming the
passions of the people demagogically, he obtained their almost
unanimous support several times. The voice of the people ceases
to be the voice of God when the people ceases to be an aggregate
of men capable of moral and rational judgment. The demagogic
practice of formal democracy may degrade the sovereign people
to the status of a mass of voting robots. In India, such degra-
dation of formal democracy is practically predetermined by the
cultural predisposition of the people to belicve blindly and to
expect miracles.

Intelligent people would take to this risky path with their eyes

for the reason that the only alternative is Communism. On

the other hand, the none too reassuring experience of parliamen-
tary democracy in other countries induces woolly-headed idealists
to flirt with Communism. It is argued that Russian Communism
is bad, but in China, Communism has taken the democratic path.
(Continued on page 156
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EUROPEAN MOVEMENT TO OPPOSE GERMAN
REARMAMENT

KARL KUEHNE
(German Socialist, General. Secretary of the Movement for the United Staies of Europe, and President of the Association for

anti-fascist Displaced Persons, Hamburg.)

HE idea of European unity originates in two
different sources. One is the truly international idea which
considers the question of European unity only as a stage, although
an important ‘stage, on the road towards a World State. It is
obviously the natural thing to start with a territorial region rela-
tively similar customs, common thought and, in brief, the same
type of civilisation. Moreover, the terrible experience of the
Europeans ever since the 19th century and the rise of modem
Nation States, holds out the hope that the tortured European
peoples will draw the lesson that they can overcome this crisis
only by creating a new order based on a progressive inter-
nationalism.

The other source of the European idea is of an entirely differ-
ent nature. The General Staffs have got hold of this grand con-
ception and are distorting it until nothing of it is left but the
empty name, and transforming it into the instrument of military
alliances.

Given these two connotations, it is interesting to observe re-
actions in Germany to the European problem. These observa-
tions will not here be informed by the German point of view;
they are meant to throw light on the general trend of develop-
ments throughout Europe, and on our chances to rid oursclves
of the tutelage of the two Great Powers.

e apparent generosity with which one_proposes to remili-
tarise Germany shows little regard for the Western peoples who
have lived under the occupation of the German army, and also
for the German people themselves who owe to it a list of over
four million dead—killed in the war, prisoners and deported per-
sons, civilian victims, etc.

There are four distinct trends of opinion in Germany at pre-
aens. The Governmpent of Dr. Adepaver is completely and decidedly
in favour of remilitarisation, notwithstanding its cautious language
these gentlemen talk about Europe, but what they really want
more than anything else, is the reconstruction of the old impe-
rial army clad in republican uniforms.

The second current of thought is of those old and young mili-
tarists who make it a point of honour to refuse service under
the Generals against whom they fought only yesterday. Not
cven the perspective of new feats of arms can deflect the fierce
nationalism of these professional butchers, as long as their role
will be merely that of camp-followers.

The third tendency consists of the ? ti-milit

great popular . But today we are not even offered
such illusions. Where is the inspiration, if only imaginary, that
could inspire our people with enthusiasm? In my country, at
any rate there is only one general seatiment shared by all sec-
tions of the people, and that is profound frustration. They feel
that they have been deprived of almost everything that they
hoped for in the days of the Resistance and affer the fall of the
dictatorship. They have been saddled with a bourgeois demo-
cracy of the 19th century variety instead of a true modern demo-
cracy, a social democracy which would have gone to the roots
of the modem cconomic problems. Does anybody believe that
the people will be prepared to lay down their lives for that —for
this economic and social status

While there remains the least chance of preserving peace, we
shall fight the danger of secing in the heart of the European
continent another dictatorship of the Right established, backed by
the bayonets of a reconstituted German army. Because there can
be no dmlbt that the reconstitution of the German army under
the given ill mean the of the heirs
of our recent past, who are only waiting for the chance. What
is there to choose between the devil and the deep sea?

Finally, the plan to guard oursclves against an external danger
by inviting the internal enemy would only increase the danger of
war. It is an old story that any rearmament policy always starts
in the name of the preservation of peace and ends in war, if for
no other reason than the demand of assumulated weapons to be
put to use. Those who recommend German remilitarisation can-
not ignore the fact that this move will be the most decisive step
towards precipitating another world war. The rise of 20 German
divisions will be a decisive factor to disturb the present equili-
brium of

There are even those innocents who fafk of a preventive war.
But what is the difference between them and those who demand
the rearmament of Germany, conscious that this is bound to lead
to war? Don’t they see the risks involved in trusting the fascist
officers who still command the German army? But these very
Fascists are quite capable of going over to the enemy and becom-
ing the shock-troops against those who defeated them in the last
war. Those who want now to rearm Germany should never for-
get that it is in the nature of Fascism to bite the hand which
feeds it.

s0 to say, that is, those who might be prepared to launch on
military adventures on condition of prior guarantees of reason-
able chances of success. They are the kind of people who,
charged with the responsibility of organising ** defence,” would
always look out for the possibility of transforming themselves
suddenly from subordinates into masters of any given sitnation.
The present unstable conditions of the German Republic are a
fertile ground for this kind of ambitions.

Lastly, there is the trend of internationalist Socialism; we are
unconditional anti-militarists. We are opposed to any atiempt to
regenerate the primitive instincts, the warlikeness and fighting
spirit as an end in itself, in a country where these instincts have,
if not altogether disappeared, at least receded in the background.
On no account do we want to revive the Prussian spirit, not even
in the service of the masters of Wall Street.

It may be said that even Karl Marx was prepared ‘to combat
the Russian Tzar, when he threatened the liberty of the Euro-
pean peoples at the time of the revolution of 1848. That may
be so. But at that time, not only literty was at stake, but a
nascent revolution which offered the brightest perspective for ex-
panding political freedom and social justice. We know of course
that the illusions of 1848 were soon disappointed. But it is cer-
tainly good to have such illusions at times; they have nourished

Already has started in Northern Germany among
the refugees, those desperate people living in the utmost misery.
Already we have our mercenaries in the “ service units.” The
present situation is humiliating for all European peoples, but most
of all for Germany which is even now in a state of war, not
allowed to sign a peace treaty, and a large number of whose pri-
soners of war have not yet been repatriated.

It is the task of all Socialists, and particularly of our French
comrades to help us combat the common danger of a German
rearmament. They are free to act and can raise their voice, and
be heard.

But the great common task, the most urgent of all, remains
the creation of a Furopean Government which alone can give us
the political authority and moral strength to resist the danger
of our becoming satellites of cither of the two Great Powers who
fight over our ruins. A European army with German contingents
would, in the given circnmstances be a sinister force, destined to
become mercenary troops in the service of one or the other of the
Great Powers extrancous to Europe.

We must first of all, create a common political institution and®
form a truly European movement. Failing these efforts, all that
we may do will be vain and useless gestures which will not pre-
vent us from drifting irresistibly towards the precipice.

" nay, one knoweth not.””
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THE AGE OF DISILLUSIONMENT

SUYASH

“Man cannot live without faith. The crucial question for our
generation and the next ones is whether this faith will be irrational
faith in leaders, machines, success or the rational faith in man based
on the experience of our own productive activity.”

—Eric Fromm, Man for Himself.

ERHAPS the most significant aspect of the social crisis of
our age is its depressing effect on the intelligentsia. Fright-
encd, overwhelmed by an alienated and hostile world the intelli-
gentsia appears to have lapsed into scepticism, pessimism, even
cynicism. This frame of mind is dangerous because it may hasten
the process of social dissolution. Scepticism can be the harbinger
of an age of enlightenment, but it also may remain the intellectual
product of a socially bankrupt era. Galileo, Kepler, Bruno and
the men of the Renaissance were representatives of the former
outlook whereas Heraclitus, the ancient Greek philosopher and
his disciple, Cratylus belonged to the latter category of thought.
‘The world that Heraclitus d.lscovered was not an edifice more
or less stable, a totality of things; it was a colossal process of
change, a totality of cvents. ** Everything is in flux, nothing
is at rest.” According to Popper, this discovery of the idea
of change was impressed on Heraclitus by terrifying personal
experiences suffered as a result of the social and political dis-
turbances of his day. He lived in an age of social dissolution,
in vain supporting the cause of the tribal aristocracy, to which
be belonged, against the rising forces of democracy. He loathed
the ascendancy of ‘the ** mob that filled their bellizs Fke beasts.”
His theory of change gave a vent to this feeling. ** Everything
is in flux and you cannot step twice into the same river.”

Disillusionment went a step further with the disciple. How was
reliable knowledge possible in the midst of flux? Surely then,
Cratylus thought, pursuit of knowledge was futile, a wild goose
chase. Scepticism had found legs to stand upon. You cannot
step into a river even once! Deprived of his philosophical pre-

e would speak no more, only wave his finger, ** Nay,

Frustration generates pessimism, dis-

regard, hatred. ** Most men are wicked,” the master had already

pronounced. The idea is shared by others. In Georgias, the

Sophist, mistrust of the possibility of knowledge reaches its

height. Deliberately parodying earlier works on natural philo-
sophy, he called his book On Nature, The Non-Existent.

A disillusionment more or less similar is seeping into the minds
of our intellectuals. With the passing of the century of peace,
a series of tragic events in quick succession have brought civil-
ization to the brink of the precipice. There on the edge we
stand, faltering. How rapidly has the fair face of the world
changed! Yesterday’s peace and hope are no more, the scars
of time show horribly. Recount the experience: in the muddy
trenches of the war of 1914-18; through the economic depression,
insecurity, unemployment. Then the triumph of totalitarian boots
in Italy, in Germany, the Spanish civil war, the left consolida-
tion and the death of that myth; the jackboot parades, the goose-
step marches, the storm troopers and the Gestapo; the mass
hysteria and frenzy engineered by power hungry and lustful mon-
sters of human depravity; the physical elimination of political
opponents; massacre of the Jews; the spiritual and physical agony
in concentration camps; the resistance movements, their contra-
dictions, heroism, jealousy, rivalry and suspicion; another bratal
and severer war; the A- and H-bombs; the looming fear of yet
another totalitarian triumph and yet another war! Al this has
brought mankind to the verge of a nervous breakdown.

It has left the intelligentsia aghast, terrified. Life has become
a sad business, no more are its pleasures exciting. Faith in
man, in his capacity to make and remake his de-tiny, to mould
his environments has gone. Man has resigned himself to the
inscratable powers and mysteries he cannot understand. An acute
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feeling of loneliness haunts him, the spell of this powerlessness
scems. unbreakable.

Consider in modem literature two examples of this mental state
For Jean-Paul Sartre lfe begins on the far side of despair. Noth-
ingness confronts man. He is alone and free, but this freedom
for him is a burden. He is condemned to be free; he cannot but
choose, but the choices are absurd. He feels morbidly respon-
sible for them and is therefore anguished. Anguish is the liet
molif of life. The souls of his characters are sick, their lust for
life is dead, love of living has melted away. Nausea and loneli-
ness haunt them to death. ‘' Pitch your tent in the desert and
forget the promised land,” this sums up the message of Sartre’s
of and despair born of
the bitter experiences of concentration camps and the post-war
moral decadence.

A more depraved picture is drawn by Albert Camus, whose
Caligula is a strange mixture of contradictions. Acutely cons-
cious of his powerlsssness, he wants to do the impossible, ' to
have the moon.” The irrationality of human existence over-
whelms him: " Men die, but they are not happy.” Caligula ix
a sadist, deriving pleasure in brutality and bestiality. A reck-
less murderer, he Kills because of his overpowering desire to defy
the world. He murders his opponents, his friends, his trusted
officials and finally his love. He humiliates the dignitaries of
the State, mocks and laughs at their meekness and timidity,
throws his entire kingdom into chaos. Caligula on the other
hand is also a masochist, whose callous indifference towards him-
self makes him work out systematically his own destruction, deli-
berately prompting his opponents to conspire to_murder him
He hates the world, but the misanthrope in him is not without
‘humanist pretensions!

Now, is not the modern man as diseased as Caligula: He is
a saddist whose lust for power would drive him to play with the
irrational passions of the masses, to make them helpless objects
of his arbitrary will. Masochist he is too, for he craves to merge
his individuality with a greater whole, reducing himself to an
insignificant tool in the hands of the Leader, submitting to a
Class, Nation or Party. He would lynch a Negro or a Jew, and
himself join a suicide squad, proudly to die the privileged death

of a martyr. Sadism and masochism are after the two sides of
the same medal—insanity. Pain is not the essence of sadistic
pleasure; it only assures one of the insignificance of others. Sad-
ism springs from one’s inability to bear isolation; impotency; it
is running away from one’s weaknesses. And so is masochism
an attempt to get rid of oneself belittling, the self suffering, pav-
ing the price in pain.

The appalling ignorance of the bulk of humanity, its suscept-
ibility to mental insanitation and added to this the indecision.
inertia and cynicism of the more sensitive section of mankind—
this is the dark picturc of the modern age. Ts the doom of our
civilization then inevitable? Let us not come to that dreadful
conclusion; let us mot be fatalists. History is ot poor in exam-
ples of man rising to the demands of the situation and inspired
by faith in reason and with a vision of truth, reacting produc-
tively to his environments to direct the flow of history. Tt needs
determination, toil.

Ours is an age of crucial trial. A challenge confronts man
Shall he once mar his destiny, destroy the magnificent edifice
of civilization and relapse into spiritual degradation? = There will
be no answer fo that challenge till man gathers courage, and
refusing to admit the bankruptcy of his ingenuity and creative
powers, undemkes to remake his world. - The magnitude of the

ask is immense, but the beginning has to.be made somewhere,

some nme
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Barcelona Workers Strike Work To Fight

Franco’s Reactionary Regime

¥rom KAMALESH BANNERJI

1951, s the first open c of
by the boycott of tramways in the city,

“[HE 24-bour General Strike
Monday, March 12,

. 'Pis was prece

PARIS.

at Barcelona, which took place on
the Franco

due to a rise in fares, which was such a complete success that
authorities had to restore the old rates.

Immediately after this victory,
s Genoral Steke for 24 hours was

papers were forced o stop publi-
cation.
Details of this historic struggle
are now available in Paris. The
was reached Monday after-
noon, when the tramway conduc-
tors received orders to Tun their
vehicles. The result was that
the demonstrators overturned the
carriages, broke the windows, and
set fire to them. - Socn after, the
town hall was attacked by the
strikers, which was in _complete
ruins. Near the university, there
was a running battle between the
students and the police all the
e.

Towards 2 O'clock in the after-
noon, the police, unable to cope

with the situation called in the
Civil Guards, who made their ap-
pearance, for the first time since
the Civil War. They were armed
to e fecth  Some cf the tiam

male a coup detat, He bad the
do it, he thundered.

" Why it he mot do 17 I is be-
cause he is a good democrat? He
would have done it if it were
necessary for the good of the
country. It would have been in-
opportune after the occasion had
passed. The suggestion came a
little late.

This is the substance of his
speech made in Paris, March 12,
1951, “After the war, after the
victory, with the first effort to
establish order”, declared De
Gaulle, it was inevitable _that a
wave of lassitude and mediocrity
chould pass through our country.
Cne cannot always remain at the
summit of History, specially when
one has suffered, _specially when
one braces himsclf up to the illu-

sion that the difficulties are past.”
He thinks that there are two re-
medies, which can applied in
such a situation.
HAD THE MEANS
“To this wave of mediocrity two

from different sides dns was sug-
gested to me, when the
Sccaalon for it had shready passed
away. 1did not desire it at any
price. Not that I did not have the
necessary means but that the con-
sequence which would have re-
sulted from it would _have been
catastrophic. A coup detat would
have placed France in an inextri-
cable situation.”

“I donot say that if it were
necessary for the good of the
cmm':y to maintain a dictatorial
regime, T would not have done jt.”

Tt is difficult to believe that
after the victory these generals
without troops “had the means”
{o bring about.a coup deat, when
the workers hand,

>T BENGAL LETTER

CHARGES OF

CORRUPTION

AGAINST ROY MINISTRY

eral de Gaulle with all
hl.s eﬁux's could not make them
surrender.

terests o‘ “lmc state, one army,
and one foree” persuaded
them to give wp_ thetr arms,
which really saved the necks of
all generals.

It is really the armed worl

organi . F.
“for the good of the country”, he
reassures hls followers, he is not,
on principle, opposed to a coup &
etat. Thls is lessent ‘essentiel, as they
say in France.

*
'WITHDRAWAL OF CASE
AGAINST NARBADA PRASAD
RESENTED

From : Jagdish Joshi
'I'WO weeks back in Parlia-
‘ment there was a lot of eri-
ticism against the Government of
India for wlﬂnlrawmz the case of
NArhxdn Singh who was
leged to h:ve misappropriated
Re i 1,500 from Gandhi National
emorial

I learnt from a reliable source
“that the Vindhya Pradesh Gov-
d

of this case. Still the
iegal exnem cl dus state hold the
view that the se could have
sticereds w:!.l o

armed escorts. Amusement places
were comple'ely deserted su
Barcelona had not seen for a long
time.

OFFICIAL VERSION

The official report of the casual-
ities—it should be treated with
reserve—stated that one person
was killed, one seriously wounded,
and 20 received light injuries. Ac-
cording tothe Minister of Interior,
all that has happened

sult of outside mterventlon,

ganised
outside Spain to disturb social
peace in the great city of Barce-
lona. He expressed his determi-
nation to “apply the severity of
the law” to suppress such move-
ments.

The Socialist Federation of
the Paris area in a statement
offered its greetings to “the re-
publican population of Barce-
lona, who just enga; a
struzgle against the reactionary
Franco regime.

called upon _“all socialists

md all workers of France to ex-

press their solidarity with the

s.;anh worlung class in their
struggle’

DE GAULLE’S SPEECH
AT R. P. F.

de Gaulle’s speech be-

fore the National Council of the
R.P.F. (Rally of the France
people) was remarkable for its
searcely vei'ed dictatorial ambi-
tion. Surrounded by his generals,
hg declsrerl that after the war he
om different sides to

Members of the ~Opposition
brought charges against the Mi-
nistry of (1) helping evasion of
Sales Tax, (2) appointing or pro-
moting of persons without proper
qualifications, (3) interfering with
the work of the Judiciary, (4)
scandal in the affairs of the Public
Service Commission, etc,, ete.,
which were strengthened with
documentary evidence.

criticisms were

made by them on the Government
policy on various important pro-
blems like procurement _of rice,
ction of refugees, huge expen-
diture cn the Police Department,
and so on. Indeed, it was too diffi-
cult for Dr. Roy himself, to check
his temper. In his earlier speech
at the beginning of the Session
Dr. Roy stated that members of
the Opposition _were showing
signs of anger as their reason was
failing.

The Assembly Session had,
however, its lighter moments. At
one state of the debate, Socialist
member, Com. ath Banerjee
stood up. “Are you rising on a
point of order,” the Speaker
asked. Amidst laughter that fol-
lowed in the House Com. Baner-
jee said that it was rather a

“point of dis-order”; the cooling
system had failed and they were
all feeling stuffy.

While the ‘maladministration
on'the part of the Congress
Government js alienating them
from the people, the inter-group
squabbles are ~increasing.

THE Budet Sesion of the West Eengal Assembly atiracied a
considerable attention of the public. that the Congress

Ministey had been able to initiate any new policy or programme to

inspire them, but they were shocked to hear

had sunk to the lowest level of corruption...

Not
that the Roy Ministry

third group of the Congress led
by Dr. Pratap Guha Roy has
joined the Demaeratic Front of

Acharyya Kripalani.

AGITATION  AGAINST
EVICTION BILL

The impetuosity of the Roy
Ministry on the question of re-
fugees has "only added to therr

e proposed Eviction
Bill 3 facing a stron opposiion.
Huge public meetings have been
held in different refugee centres
¢f West Bengal in order to venti-
late their_oppositi
1, nearly 25000 people atentea s
meeting at the Maidan, which was
conveyed by the “Udbastu
Utchhed Pratirod . Committee” at
Calcutta. All the speakers includ-
ing Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghose,
Sri Saumendra Nath Tagore and
Smt. Lila Roy umanimously de-
manded the withdray

a programme  of active resistance
to the same, and said that the
refugees would convey it out it
the Government persisied in their
attempts to have the Bill passed.
The Roy Ministry is today ra-
ther unnerved at  this growth of
united opposition. It was antici-
pated that the Bill would be
brought before the Assembly on
Ma But obviously,
Yon o the bt vart of valour.
The Bl is likely to be placed be-
fore the House per-
haps with some - modifications fo
make it more appealing,

so arbitrarily

Interfere-wir RS
r administration of justice. A

strongresentment

case had been with:
from Sindhi,
Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh and Datia
and other places strongly protest-
ed against this action.

EX-MINISTRY INVOLVED
IN BRIBERY CASE

Raja Shiv Bahadur Singh, Rao
of Churhat was recently sentenc-
ed 1o three years’ rigorous impri-
sonment and was fined rupees two
thousand in the famous bribery
case of Delhi. It may be recalled
that Rao of Churhat was one of
the  Congress Ministers of
Vindhya Pradesh in 1948 and was
responsible for ejecting more than
@ thousand peasant families.
When he was_convicted, he was
also the President of Sidhi Dis-
trict Congress Committee and a
prominent member of Provincial
Congress Committee. Later, the
Supreme Court released him on

LAND ARMY AT WORK
‘The Socialist Party has launch-
ed a vigorous drive for construc-
tive work. Six bandhs are being
constructed Sidhi  District
under the auspices of the party.
Tive tanks, are being repaired
e bandhs will cover about
50 seres o o The Chief Com-
missioner has assured the party
that the lend will he allotted for
village co-operatives. Two co-
operative agricultural fields are
being constructed in Beohari Tah-
sil of Shahdol district. Three co-
operative shops are being run by
the Socialist Party in Rampur
Naikin, Kham and Sidhi.
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CULTURAL FREEDOM

e Indian Congress for Cultural

ow meeting

Freedom ne
in Bombay has legitimately received wide publicity. A part of the
pllblltﬂy may be due to the unfortunate attitude of the Govern-

India which necessitated almost

venu

Fortunately it was possible to
hold the Conference in Bombay
and from the point of view of
publicity, the organisers of the
Conference have nothing to com-
plain as far as the venue is con-
cerned. But the main reason for
such a wide interest in this Con-
ference is the presence in this
Conference of a large number of
world renowned writers, scientists
and social thinkers. Naturally the
public expects a lot from the deli-
berations of the Conference.

s are by tradition lovers of

~freedom in all cultural matters.

Since times immorial the Savants

of culture.in this great land have
always fought against any

croachment on their tights ‘ot

Lhoug_hts to all
those who cared

To

sure befam Knbwledge _was -
any one, certain basic
Dveational and _philosophic pre-

ry of India was thought
regimented or expression threat-
ened wi(h cx'»ermmatlon
y the developments in
political helds seck {0 foist theso
chains on culture, it becom
the sacred duty of all those who
are interested in freedom of
thought and expression to sit up
and take nofice.

The Conference now meeting in
Bombay, we hove, is an answer to
this challenge and is meant to de-

vs and means of meeting

‘THE REAL DANGER

The task before the delegates is
by no means a simple one. Politics
today dominates all our thoughts
and actions. To view the problem
of freedom of culture purely from
a non-political angle 15 almost an
impossible task. Many of the dis-
tinguished foreign delegates to
the Conference have made it clear
that the talks cannot be totally
bereft of politics. To eschew poli-
tical aspect of the question com-
pletely from the deliberations
would be to make all discussions
unreal and futile.

e danger is mot S0 much
from the _ political
being brought in. It Yies i fm-
posing a_definite political lme
on the Conference as
correct line for - the defonce of
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EDITORIAL

a last minute change of

cultural freedom.

The Government of India is not
alone in suspecting that the forum
of the Conference will be utilised

for giving expression to anti-
Russian and pro-Western bloc
feelings. It is for the delegates to

give a lie to this suspicions. Other-

wise there is nothing to choose

between this Conference and

threatened Peace Conference next
onth.

In this connection, it is relevant
to quote the following passage
from the Berlin Manifesto :

tn rep
Zntract. We hold that the vahe
of such theories

is to be judged
by the range of
concrete  free-
dom which they
accord the indi-
vidual in prac-

“We likewise hold that no race,
nation, class or religion can claim
the sole right to represent the idea
of freedom, nor the

in the name of any ultimate ideal
or lofty aim whatsoever. We hold
that the historical contribution of
any society is lo be judged by the
extent and quality of the freedom
its members actually

SECTARIAN
INTERPRETATION

This does not mean that the
threat to freedom of culture from
the tofalitarian theory and prac-
tice should be minimised or ig-
nored. What it does mean is that
the threats from this quarter
should be speclﬁed and catalogu-
e There is no doubt that the
lack of information and free con-
tact now imposed by the Soviet
authorities is a denial of free
human intercourse and no human
culture is possible under such
circumstances.

e is also no doubt that

heart which is the well-spring
of il that we know as culturs
and civilisatio
Lastly the armpam claim by the
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party in Russia as the sole

(Overleaf)

“No palitcl philosophy or eco-
nomic sole
"' foedom frv ¥

IN PUNJAB

POLICE EXCESSES IN
AMRITSAR DISTRICT

From :— JASWANT SINGH

BAN: and restrictions on meetings have

e the order of the

becom

day in Punjab. Civil liberties are denied even to peaceful poli-

tical workers in the non-Congress organisations. On the other hand,
police excesses in the different districts have been increasing.

e July 1949, the suppression
continu-

Since
of civil liberties has

meetings continue to be enforced
in Jullunder, Ludhiana and Simla,
though these restrictions are
not always used indiscriminately,
there is reason to believe that full
use of these is made to restrict
and interfere in the activities of
the Socialist Party, When sone
time _back, Party Unit
Ludhiana District, decided to ot
a conference in Chhapar, the Dis-
trict Magistrate promptly promul-
gated Scction 144 and banned all
meetings essions.  In
Mamdot Estate in the Ferozepore
district also Section 144 was pro-
mulgated to prevent the holding
of the Party Unit conference in
Tindanwali village in December
1949, Repression and denial of
civil liberties during the kisan
struggles in the last summer are
100 well-known to be repeated.
POLICE EXCESSES
Instances of police excesses of
serious and grave nature are

Only mce’nkly when he visited
Punjab, Sri Jayaprakash Narayan
took the lid off the Police bruta-
lities committed in a village Kacha
Paka in District Amritsar where
the senior Superintendent of
Police had not only ordered the

ill-treated, but also made them
crawl on their bellext
Another excess
conducted by the police. has
come ‘to_light from village
Bhindi  Sayyaden in Amritsar
district where the police went
to Ihe extent of [ol'cm: the

persons commit
ineest. (For full xepon see
page )

Ferozepore, they _harassed the
villagers. ' Babu Bachan ML.A.
who was there had himself seen
that grave brutalities were com-
mitted by the police on men, wo-
men end children in T
i , the police ille:
gally intervened in & dispute be-
tween an allottee landlord and the
tenants which should have been
taken to a renual court, and let

Toose a reign of terror. Fiven the
houses were searched, men were
arrested and women and children
molested.  In the district of Hoshi-
arpur, two brothers of Harcharan
Singh' were brought to the police
station and beaten; they were

s and over Harcharan
Singh to the police. The police
refused to look for Harcharan
Singh in the Hoshiarpur Socialist
Party oﬁce, evcn when they were
told that h ere.

In Decembor 1949, Lala Nanale
Chand Naz, editor of “Parbhat”
was called by the District Magis-
trate and the Superintendent of
police without a proper summons,

They warned him not to publish

the correspondence between
Jawahatlal Nehru and Dr. Gopic
chand Bhargava a copy of which,
it is reported, was with him.

On January 25, 1950, eight
Party workers including Teja
Singh Tiwana, Joint Secretary of
the Hind Kisan Panchayat (Pun-
jab Branch), were arrested unt

mar the official celebration! It
should be noted that at that time
there was no ban on celebrations,

An instance of excess committed

rmeg de
Chandigarh in - Septomber last
when severe lathi-charge and
teargassing was resorted to as a
Tesult of which 114 persons were
injured.
CONDITIONS IN PEPSU
The state of civil liberties in
PSU _during the same period
ily, if not more,
sad but there was no large scale
movement and the issues did not
importance as it

In vlllnge l(lslunmh how-
ever peasants who had been

followed violent me
the result that the vllhge was
surrounded by military and the
armed police and their opera-
tions cnded in the death of six

persons.
A peaceful procession of people
protesting _against the PEPSU
administration was severely lathi-

charged in July 1949,

In Narnaul, a_Superintendent
of police is understood to have
taken vengeance against
whole town simply because a

(Overleaf)

Cementing The Cracks

Our Cartoonist’s impression of
the Congress which, according to
Pandit Nehru
cementing

is necessary for
unity in the country.

STAT
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% MINISTER-CUM-LANDLORD EVICTS
TENANTS

% MODEL POLICE STATIONS
% CORRUPTION CASE DROPPED
¥« COMMUNISTS & ELECTIONS

From Om Prakash Deepak

A peaceful satyagraha has been
on the land owned by Dr. Syed Mnhm\ld the l’)evelnpnunt Minister

going on for the past one month

ni Bihar who is also the ura (Deoria District),

Cultural Congress Session In Bombay

Presiding over the first open scssion of the Indian Cangress for
Cultural Freedom, Sri Jayaprakash Narayan criticised the Western
concept of PR T g B g to Indian con-
ditions and made a strong plea for a Grand Alliance of democratic
nations to prove their bona fides as fighters against totalitarianism.

maugurating the Congress, Sri - Neibuhr, Ralph J. Bunche, Storm
K. M. Munshi accused the Com- Jameson, Upton Sinclair, James

April 1, 1951
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landlord
to_protest against the way in whieh fifty-one tenants have bech

evicted by

Only ten aczes of his land was
registered as Sir Khudkasht (self-
cultivated) and the remaining was
being cultivated by the tenants.

Fearing that he will lose his
Jand. aftés the implomentation. of
the Zamindari Abolition Act, Dr.
Mahmud_evolved a new plan_to
make a farm on 200 acres of his
land in the name of his son, Mah-
boob Miyan. 51 _tenants were,
therefore, evicted from 61 acres of
1and to provide land for this farm.
Another 90 acres were, it is learnt,
taken from the common land and
waste land, the straw from which
was being used by the peasants to
thatch their roofs.

‘The peasants repeatedly appeal-

ed to the authorities, but nothing

was done to redress their griev-
es.

But as soon as the peasants
started a _peaceful satyagraha
to resist this tyranny, Dr. Mah-
mud’s men took the law in their
own hands and attacked the

satyagrahis with lathis and even
locked them up illgall:
Bullets were also fired in the

axr to irxzhten the satyagrahis.
But the peasants did not budge
an  inc The satyagraha lus
been completely peaceful.
though work on the farm had to
be discontinued, Dr. Mahmud
not given up hopa It was Xeamt
that he was frantically trying to
secure the U.P. government's
assistance in this work.
MODEL POLICE STATIONS

To improve the working of the
Police Department in the State,
the UP. Government have esta-
blished some model police sta-
tions. What treatment the people
are going to get from these model
police stations can well be ima-
gined from the following incident.

Tarkulwa (District Deoria) has
one of these model police stations.
Recently when a woman died in
village Pa!hardeva in its jurisdic-
tion, the police suspected foul

play and consequently arrested
ber husband. along with some
other close relatives.
In the statements they made
aftelr they were released they
stated that they were severely
beaten in the beginning to make
them confess the - guilt. But
when this methed failed, three
of them were branded with hot
iron on their hody! .
COMMUNISTS & GENERAL
ELECTIONS

Some time back the U.P. Com-
mittee of the Communist Party
came out with a lengthy statement
on the coming General Elections.
After indulging in_the usual dia-
tribes against the Socialist Party,
the statement said: “It is likely
that reactionaries and r i
Socialists will create the constitu-
tionalist illusion in the people’s
mind that it is possible to Teplace
this government by a better one,
through peaceful means. ... But
if the Communist Party isolates
itself from the main channels of
our national life,
Dot 1o romsove thore vetarme
ist and constitutionalist illusions
from the public mind.”

PUNJAB ATROCITIES
(Contd. from page 1)
marriage party had disturbed his

sleey p
4 remained in force
throughout tho rale of the so:
called popular ministry.
Recently when the Rajpramukh
was to visit Narnaul the meeting
of the Socialist Party was attack:
ed by stones by the henchmen of
The Congress swhile the police
silently watched the whole scene.
the recent Municipal elec-
tions, the Patiala police were par-
tial fo Alaliy, and 1 saw with my
own eyes n the Akalis
ek e Sociaint camp the
police did nothing to stop

only on verbal instructions !

CORRUPTION CASE DROPPED

Complaints were made by a few people of Gonda, against
a sub-inspector of police who was known to have asked for
illegal gratification. The Deputy S. P. along with a Sub-Divi-
sional Officer laid a trap. Currency notes worth Rs. 200- were
signed by the S.D.0. and were later recovered from the person
of the Sub-Inspector. He was immediately suspended and a
court case was instituted against him.

But for reasons known best only to the authorities con-
cerned, the case was suddenly dropped and the Sub-Inspector
was granted leave for the period of suspension. On the other
hand, the Deputy Superintendent of Police was transferred on
the plea that his action was irregular inasmuch as he had acted

munists of ‘seducing’ and pivci
ing an unstable intellegentsia and
added that a real search must be
made for a ‘mew constructive
faith in Man to meet the challenge
of this new enslavement’.

Mr. Stephen er
“Can the intellectual Tiberty o
the few co-exist with the poverty
and starvation of the multitude?”
It was the duty of those who cared
for intellectual freedom to prove
that intellectual freedom "also
meant more bread, he

Denis de R\mgemnnl said
that intellectuls should never
subordinate culture to politics ss
culture was concerned with the
ends while politics were concern
ed with the practical means to
achieve those en

Senhor Salvador de Madariaga
said_that totalitarianism was
Sonine 1o the Jeft Tt could also
be found in the right as was evi-
denced in Spain. Prof. H. J. Mul-
ler and American Negro Sociolo-
gist Max Yergan also addresse
the conference.

Messages of greetings and soli-
daity poured into the ofice of the
Congress from people in all parts
of the world. Notable among these
were Bertrand Russell, Mrs.
Fleanor  Roosevelt, Reinhold

T. Farrell, Jacques Maritain and
Arthur de!esmger Jr.

In the course of his message,
Mr. Upton Sinclair said: “There
is no more important work in the
world than to teach the principles
of personal liberty, tolerance and
co-operation in social and econo-
mic affairs.

M. Jean Bloch-Michel, Co-
founder of Combat and author of
the Witness, wrote : “Any meet-
ing of men who assemble to dis-
cuss their rights to freedom, even
though it be in a distant country,
interests and concerns us all. For

there is one principle whose
truth we have learned thmugh
sometimes bitter experience, it is
that frecdom, in its decpest sense,
ust be universal. There can bo

o ndividual Tiberty in o soricty
founds on servitude; and the
liberty of a nation has even less
chance of survival while other
nations in the world refuse o re-

prize.

CULTURAL FREEDOM
(Contd. from page 1)

d GndEput
tural matters in all parts of the
world_needs to be_emphatically
denied. There will be hardly any
difference of opinion on all these
points.

Teader of all cal- -

To quote the Berlin Manifesto
again:
Y - ~on . the
toleration of divergent opinions.
The principle of toleration does
not logically permit the practice
of intolerance.”

But the threat s
not the only thraat o trecdom
of culture. In fact it assumes
such a gigantic proportion because
the other threats are not given
sufficient consideration. It is a
commonplace of history that no
culture can flourish where people
are denied even a minimum of
basic requirements. People have
always preferred bread to higher
pursuits of life. As an Indian
aphorism puts it, body is the vehi-
cle of all other pursuits. Deny it

POSTAL BUNGLING

1t took seven dzys for a
letter sent by J;
Narayan from Putnn to reach

to be exceptions; d.ey have
rather become the
We hear much abm-t Hon.

ciency of his department !

even a
functioning and all other human
problems become unreal.  As
Gandhiji so well put it, “To a hun-
g1y cven God dare not come in
any other form but food! Tt is
possible that delegates coming
from those areas where economy
is farely well developed and the
standard of living for a vast majo-
Tity of people is not below sub-
sistence level may not lay so much
emphasis on economic security as
the delegates from the under-
developed areas would do. But
this being Indian Congress for
cultural freedom the aspect of
cconomic security will have to be
properly considered. Given the
democratic spirit of agreeing to
disagree and of toleration for
opposite or even conflicting views
these divergent approaches need
not create any embarassment to
the assembled delegates.
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NO MIND

D Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki, the well-known Buddhist scholar of
Japan, adds another title to the list of his brilliant writings with
n Doctrine of No Mind (Rider & Co.).”

The Zen sect of Buddhism has turb the Kremlin’s plans. “The

THE ZEN DOCTRINE OF

PARTY PUBLICATIONS

Rs. As. Ps.
Policy Statement 012 0
Programme for National Revxval 040
Party Constitution 020
Democratic Socialism by .Iaysprakash Nar.\ynn 060
India and Pakistan. By Jayaprakash Narayan 080
Programme To End Poverty by Rammanohar Lohia 0 8 0
Hyderabad Problem—The Next Step . 280
Labour on March . 312 0

Report of the Sixth National Conference,

deeply influenced Japanese cul-
ture, and without a pro
derstanding of Zen no adequale

far away China_and became the
founder of the Dhvana-Chen-Zen
sect of Buddhism. His name was
Bodhidharma. Zen is characteris.
ed by the doctorine of sudden en-
lightenment and _does not _set
much store by learning and ritual
and insists _on “self’-culture and
comprehension as the best means
of realising the state of peace.
The present volume by Dr. Su-
suki deals with a specific part of
the Zen Doctrine namely no-mind,
and is an explanation of the Sutra
of Hui-Neng (Wei-Lang). Whes
the seeing of “sclf-natura_has no
reference to a_specific state of
consciousness, which can be logi-
cally or relatively defined as a
something, tho Zen smasters. de,
ignate it in negative ierm.s and
“all it “mo-thought” or “no-mird”
jen or Wu-hsin)! The book

8

(Wu
-3 w&h‘gfd with great interest by
students of comparitive ~religion

and culture.
FOREIGN POLICY

The making of nation’s
foreign policy and its operation
are subjects of current and lively
interest in these days of increas-
ing_international contacts and

rapidly growing frictions. This
is especially so where the policy
has evoked _interested and sharp
lines of criticism. How Foreign
Plicy is made by Kurt London
(C. D Van Nostrand, NEW York)
is a book that u right in
the heart of the subject of the fac-

the USS. foreign policy, it would
help us much in understanding the
divergent strands of the fabric of
foreign policy — strands _which
have parallels in almost all coun-
e book is in four parts,
with Part T giving the . general
background, Part II dealing with
policy-formation, Part Il dealing
with implementation and Part IV
discussing_national and _foreign
policy in the context of interna-
tional happenings.
N EUROPE
What with the disgracing of Dr.
Clementis, the resignation of the
‘zech ambassador in New
and the reported warnings of
Marshal Tito, events do seem vary
much awry in the countries of
the Tron Curtain. A book like
The Curtain is'nt Tron by Joseph
C. Harsch (Putnam) is bo
be of topical interest. The author
believes that “iron curtain” is in
fact neither iron nor a tier of pro-
vinces consolidated firmly into
the Soviet Russian domain. Rather
it is twilight zone in which many
cross currents swirl and struggle.
The result is by no means certain
to satisfy the wishes of the Krem-
lin even if there is no war to dis-
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author’s second conclusion from
his observations of the Iron Cur-
tain countries is that between war
and _appeasement there is a
middle way out of the present
impasse. This way is to “fertilise”
the seeds of mner com.radlcuons

reading and though the slant is
undisguised, objectivity does not
go by default.
BEST PLAYS

A volume of plays adjudged as
best of the year by a well-known
editor as J. W. Marriot is always
welcome, and such a volume is
The Best One-Act Plays of 1948-19
(George Harrap). The harvest
this time includes plays of T. B.
Morris, Philip Johnson, William-
som Holland, Arlet and others.

Many of these are new names but
show great promise.

—Dr. Balkrishna Gokhale.

The picture has nothing to its
credit—no decor, no content and
no good action. ~ Again the story
is practically to two
houses only entirely cut off from
the ouisxdc world. T admit that 2
good sto e confined to a
Snsle house, pmvldad ifs content

ues are supreme, But

ot at Al tho case here. I the
story is hackneyed, static and
dull, the actions are bound to be
fashioned in a particular, T should

say, artificial manner, in which
case even the simplicity of a pic-
ture receives a rude sh

Kiean, (Nimm) daughter of a
haughty, arrogant jagirdar Dina
v falls decply m love with
o poor neighbour Ravi (Karan
Dewan). But the jagirdar wants
to marry her to a wealthy guy.
On the other side, a vagabond
(Yakub) interested only in wine,
money and_woman, inten
marry a xich girl (more for her
money). He comes to Jmow 4
girl Kiran thmugl\ the help of (i
fiend, and in order to test his
luk e day appears n the form

r Beersen at the house
of the Tatter. Dina Bandhu now
thinks that Goddess Luck has
fulfilled his wishes of having a
rich son-in-law. Kiran who is not
at all enamoured of Kumar feels
disappointed to hear that her mar-
riage is settl

“WAFA"=-A l'l]lll'll
By Hirendranath Dutt

ALTH()UGH based on a very common,
and inefficiently directed, Good Lu:k Plctlu'&’ “Wafa”

free from the usual triangle of love.
wnn the. 'nlglniy of “Hanste Ansu” or “Shaan”

Nasik—1948 o200
Repart of the Seventh National Conference,

Palna 1949 280
Report cf the E\ghlh National Conference, 280
Drnlt Cm\:utuhon of the Indian Repubh:

(Socialist Party Draft) 500
Labour College Lectures (8 booklets) 110 0
Who Owns India? By Asoka Mehta . 200
Land Utilisation in ChampmnARepon of t.he

Lohia Commission 100
Tewards Socialism by Asoka Mehta 050
Labour Govt. at Work by Harry W. Laidler 080
Towards New Trade Unionism by N. M. Joshi 0 4 0
Third Camp in Werld Affairs (2nd edition under

print) 060
Bharatiya Vidhan Ki Samikeha (lindi) 060
Hundred Years of Communist Manifesto, By

M-adhu Limaye (Marathi) 060

Books can be had from the Literat
Secimint Party, Central Office, 6 Tulloch Road, Bombay 1.
Do you get the fortnightly PARTY LETTER ?

For details write to Central Office.

rature Department

WEST which is the current
attraction at the Metro Cinema.

Tt is charged with very light enter-

SELESS STORY

urposeless, love story

. It is also not pennated
It

Ravi who first doubts her, rests
assured Kiran would no
move an inch from the promise of
marrying him. When all attempts
to turn Kiran fail, Dina Bandhu
himself goes to shoot Ravi. But
Kumar who has by that time
changed completely falls a victim
in his attempt 1o protect Ravi and
Kiran. And they are united.
Though the story lacks any par-
ticular object, it discloses one fact
t love cannot be replaced by
money. But if it were the object
of the producers to show that a
modern girl can revolt against
the playful caprices of a preju-
diced feudal father, then I can say,
the picture at Teast moves towards
a progressive direction in spite of
its faulis and narrow treatment,
But this very point has not been
stressed at all. And the producers
have merely dealt with common
love affairs and nothing else. In
this sense, the picture has bocome
light and purposeless so to say.
Yakub and Karan Dewan de-
serve no credit at all. Nimmi too
has failed here to give that bril-
Tiant pathetic portrayal she gave

in Barsaat.
(Novelty)

“GO WEST”
How cheap at the same time in-
conceivable an altogether purpose-
ess story can be, is proved by GO

tainment
the end. Hurfiour and if cat-
ried to the extreme are bound to
overshadow the story and make
it a fiasco. That is what has exact-
y happened here. It has a crimi-
nal Tmings stll it is neither a cri-

al story nor a social or comic
plchn'e

wards the end the spectators

el raher. disgumted, because the
railway scenes and _incidents
depicted on the screen kill the
tempo of the story as well as its
charm, and are entirely
{ic.. Marx Brothors, John Carroll
and Diana Lewis—none has given
any enjoyable performance.

“BROKEN ARROW”
N Twentieth Century Fox’s Bro-

narrative of real but hard rela-
tionship between Red Indians and

ricans during the early
stages of the Foreigners’ settle-
ment in America.

he tribal people did not.trust
in whiteme were always
cautious of their attacks. Many
bitter fights took place, many lives
n both sides were lost. But a
brave American (James Stewart)
who wanted to establish a good
connection between the Red In-
dians and the Americans plunged
into a risk. Later, he was able to
win the confidence of the tribal
lord and married a girl of differ-
ent blood. But all this was of no
avail. Tortures by Americans on
these people continued even in the
midst of his peace attempts. But
Siewart contimied to gt for his
ideal but soon lost his wife in the
fight against his own race. “Thus
the arrow of peace was broken.
The picture, no doubt, creates
impression, although the
incidents depicted are a p:
phase in the hisory of the world.



Approved For Release 2008/06/30 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007900140001-8

PAGE 4

JANATA April 1, 1951
Dr. Lohia’s Madhya Bharat Tour terssted [n e Injosichalestion - MOUNTED POLICE T5Y 70

(From Our Correspondent)
u recent months Madhya Bharat has been very much in the
news. The Bhils of Zabua and Ratlam districts, led by the Kisan
Panchayat launched a Satyagraha campaign for the introduction of

prohibition.

Hundreds of Bhil Kisans, men
and women, courted imprison-
ment. A people naturally given
to violence, a people quick of
temper and quicker still at draw-
ing their bows, wiclded the in-
strument of organised non-viol-
ence ‘Then came the wanton use

organised violence by the
Madheg, Bhaat Goverament.

Gwalior saw et another agita-
tion and Satyagraha when the
students of Gwalior demanded
Hostel accommodation, reduction
in fees, and other academic facili-
ties and received bullets instead.
Hundreds of students and socialist

party workers _exercised their
only right, the right to suffer!
The organisational gains of

these two very important events
wore expected to be_ very Targe.
Reports came that the Socialists
of Madhya Bharat were very busy
consolidating these gains. Tn the
wake of these two_agitations the
Parly was expected to spread and

faith in yourselves.
FOOD ARMY

Land must belong to the tillers.
Redistribution of land will help
restore shattered faith. New lands
must bo brought under cultiva-
tion. Not a mere lakh or two lakhs
Sores but af least one crors acres

Viegin soil must  be brought
under " cultivation by a_million
strong  food rmy, recruited,
clothed and fed by the State, the
food army will break open new
lands and bring them under cul-
tivation. time pases, mode]
settlements and townships
kisans will spring forth.

part from solving the food
problem, this will give a new
hope, new spirit and a new vision
to the kisans of the country. A net
work of small seale industries
Harted by the State will take

nation on the road to recovery.

The Indian cap'talists not in-

never
national wlsa.l‘h They are in-
terested in quick profits and
twenty crore

Three thousand Bhils, men and
women had gathered in Rajgrah
in the evening to hear Dr. Lohia.
Com. Pratap Smgh1 a br-ve Bhil

worth of vegetable-ghee facto-

Four piller_State is the only
guarantee of democracy and is the
only thing which ini
corruption, bribery, amorality and
misru e.

Dr. Lohia_went
back 1o Bhopal and then to Tndore
jeeping a distance of about 120

and covering Sonkach, Bho-
rasa and Devas.

At Indore Dr. Lohia had a busy
day. Staying in the labou colony,
amongst U. “bhayas”, the
oo cndeavoured - restore
their morale. It was a frightened
Tot in whom he tried to put a lot
of heart and faith—faith in the
future. Later he addressed the
“World Government_Association”
in the Gandhi Hall. It was a well
attended meeting and more than a
thousand of Indore’s intelligentsia
listéned to a fine exposition of the
‘movement for world Government.
Later he went to Gawali Palasia,

and then on to Raj-
garh n e 8 e

fan out its o all the
dvs‘ncts of the State. T Novem.

followed, the provincial party
made preparations for the tor

Recently when Dr. Lohia begun
his tour, he was first taken to
Sihor, a tahasil p]ace twenty-five
miles  from al.  Three
thousand people Tatened to Dr.
Lohia in rapt attention, ~throus
an cighty minute speech. People
of Ind‘a have l-st faith today in
every thing including themselves.
Thev have watched the Congress

Governments at work for

tbe last three and a half vears and
their confidence and faith in poli-
tical parties have been badly
shaken.

A QUICK CHOICE

The Congress made a quick
choice, pever before made so
quickly by any one at any time
in the lusary “‘Abandoning vision,
courage, _ determination an
weak millions, it sought the suj
Port of the handfal but strong and
wealthy No wonder the C:
b fatfed. Having nothing elee to
say and in the absence of policy,
character and_ programme,  the

ongressmen perpetually talked

b morality and good behaviour,
Qcﬂﬁce and service.

There are some people who say
and believe that if the Congress
crumbles to pieces, the country
will collapse, it will be ruined.
And therefore, they argue,
strengthen the Congress and save
the country, Even when Iama
socialist I also say and _believe
e Congress
crumbles to pieces the country
will be ruined. But I want to
assure you that nothing can save

e Cengress now. It is collay
and will whither away soon. Does
it meon that the country should

be allowed to ruin?

The eoun'ry must be saved
Congress _which is
collapsing. Only the people can
save it. If the peonle stand at
sroads undecided and
with fa’th shatfered, the country
wi'l most certainly ined.
on ‘mast make up your mind
and strengthen some  ofher
porty. I you do not wish to be-
Jieve in any'hing ot least be-

lieve in yourselves. Restore

the

HYDERABAD LETTER

Hyderabad and

The procedural megmanms
at the time of filing
{ions in the city of Hyderabad are
understood to be the cause of this
boycott. As_ these are going to
be the first elections in the State,
the Government extend
the nomination dates as requested
by the Socialist Party.

Ever since the election cam-
paign started here, goondas were
let loose on many of the meetings
where - burrakthas _(sing_song
stories) were organised by the
Socialist Party. Al one meeting
a self.styled champion of the Con-
gress rushed into the crow
declared that he would not hear a
single word against the Congress.

as, however, saved and left
unmolested by the crowd.

The Socialist Party was very
careful to see that no excuse was
given for the authorities to stop
the elections. One Mr. Ekbote, a

g8
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Socialists Boycott Municipal Elections
To Protest Aganst Unfair Practices

From CHUNDI JAGANNADHAM.
[CLECTIONS to_the Municipal Corporations in the cities of
Secunderabad have beon | haycatiul by the
Socialist Party and other non-Congress partes.

success; March 19 was the last day

quacy e iciency of the elec-
n staff_the ignorance or deli-
berato mischiel. of most of thel
Returning Officers in Hyderabad
pmvlded an oppo rtunity to the
gressmen to play their trick
Pt Banty intended 1o
contest all the seats of Hyderabad
and Secunderabad Municipal Cor-
porations. But the Parliamentary|
Board, with a view fo mainf
discipline decided to pick up only|
good men and reduced the figure!
to 41 in Hyderabad. Nominations
of all those were to be filed on
that date. But the nominations of|
only 12 candidates were filed.
UNFAIR PRACTICES
When the irregulariies, the
illegal actions of
s and the. mischiet of the
Congressmen were
nolice of the Minister of e Btate

R

called
the Socialists “foolish friends”
and said that he would prefer
“honest foes”. The Socialist Party
totally ignored such insinuations
and irresponsible statements from
Congressmen.
'ELECTIONEERING

CAMPAIGN

s. G. Raja Ram, Secretary
of e “Hyderabad City Socialit

Secunderabad  City
Party, in a statement said that the
type of propaganda and offensive
made by the Congress
Teaders during the last two montha
of electioneering campaign ha
further increased popular resent-
ment. As against the enthusiastic
response from the people for the
election meetings of the Socialist
Party, the meetings arranged by
the Congress Party had a limited
response.
The Congress leaders therefore
thought of other means to achieve

e suggested that|
the Chief Electoral Officer should
be approached in this connection.
When appreached the C.E.O. ad-|
mitted the mistakes of those
Officers and said that all this was|
e to ignorance of the jobs en-|
trusted to them. He also said that
he had sent a full report of the
situation to the Minister. But the,
latter did not pay any heed to
is.

The Executive Committee of
the_Socialist Party, therefore,
decided to boycott the elections
in Hyderabad as a protest
against the unfair practice of
the Returning Officers and the
State Congressmen.

Now a campaign is being carried
on by the Party units in all
wards in both cities against the
malpractices of the Congress
Parly. Meetings with all partics’
rerresentations are also  being
held in the city to voice the pro-
test of the people.

Iad,

of the meeting as D Lohia was
delayed. When he had just com-
menced speaking _eight mounted

assembly a number of times. Un-
perturbed, Pratap went on deli-
vering his _speech. The Bhils
squatted quietly—not one got up
“none turned _round to look at
the constables. The police attempt
at striking terror and hreakmg
up the meeting failed singular]

‘The Bhil kisans waited at Lhe
meeting place till 12 midnight. Dr.
Lohia was late by six hours. When
he commenced his speech, the
mounted police reappeared  this
time headed by a Superintendent
and rode right through the meet-
ing.

The thousands of Bhil men and
women who had waited for hours
in biting cold at Ra]gzrh Zabua.

the path they had chosen, no
amount of violent or monetary in-
ducement could break up their
organisation. Their crops had fail-
ed but they refused to follow the
advice of the Communists to take

to looting.

Unless foodgrains are rushed
to most of these areas, the Bhils
will soon be facing
starvation ﬂmlhs

STARVATION DEATHS
At Baina, where three thousand

Bhils had come after

tanco of over twenty miles was

enised a well disciplined pro-
= placards

=
and party flags.

The crops in Bajna had failed
—and failed miserably. The

JATPUR CITIZENS’
COMMITTEE

An association entitled JATPUR
NAGRIK SAMITI was recently
formed at Jaipur by the promi-
nent citizens and representatives
of the different parties and the
office bearers of the Workers'
Union to facilitate the supply of
all the necessaries of life, includ-
ing food grains and cloth and other
amenities.

The committee has been hold-
ing meetings in_different wards
of the city and has urged upon
the State. Government to make
certain improvements in the food-
grain rationing system. While the
people in other provinces of the
Indian Union are being supplied
with 4} chhataks of food cereals

Raj

chhataks of food cereals per head
per day. There is a strong agita-
tion against the system and some
of the leaders are in favour of a
direct action in the form
cessions, and strik

Be a Subseriber of
JANATA
to ensure
your copy
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IN THE FORTHCOMING GENERAL ELECTIONS

Workers Will Vote Only For Those That Support

Free Trade Unionism And Social Justice
HIND MAZDOOR SABHA'S CALL FOR ACTION

From G. G. Mehta

THE Second Annual Convention of the Hind Mazdoor Sabha,
held on March 10-12, 1951, was noteworthy in many respects.

It was attended by over 400 de-
legates from s of India and
by hundreds of workers from the
surrounding States. They came to
Delhi to pammpale in the agita-
tion against the Black Labour

and to present the Workers’

Petitions to Parliament to with-

Thousands of local

workers, particularly those em-

ployed in the textile industry and

the Government services also par-
ticipated.

The Convention was _injected
with a rare spirit of militancy from
the beginn'ng to the end in view
of the Police Ban_imposed on
workers’ processions. This spirit
& ot 1eave. wntarnished even
veteran and elderly trade union-
ists like  Comrades N, M. Joshi,
Maniben Kara, V. B. Karnik and
Saran , M. P,
participated in the demonstration
against the Black Labour Bills,
when the Workers’ Petitions to
Parlizment werebeing formally
presented by our  President
Fovough St Sarangdhar Das as &
‘member of the Parliament.

The workers, despite Executive
restrictions,_sticcecded in asert-

of assembly, by

peacefully G out processions

in batches of 10 through _various
Tocalities of Delhi, towards Ajmal
Park where a Mass Rally of
workers was held. Comrades
Maniben Kara, Sibnath Bannerji,
Rajani My

achievement. All the same it de-
served earnest i

eriicised the favouritism shown

towards the former by the Cen-

tral and State Governments.

In the international sphere, the
report referred to the organisa-
tional growth of the ICFTU, the
visit of its Asian_delegation to
Tndia, the work of its Executive

UNIVERSAL AI'PBF.CIATION
Messages of greetings, sincere
appreciation of the lead given by
the HLMS. to the free trade union
movement in India and expres-
sions of hope for the betterment
of economic and service conditions
of the working class through the
S e conveyed
by the fraternal delegates as well
as the International Confedera-
tion of the Free Trade Unions
(ICFTU), the International Fede-
Tation of Textile Workers’ Asso-
ciations 'A), the Interna-
tiunal Federation of Unions of
ces in Public and Civil
Servics (IFUEFCS) the Trades
Union Congress (TUC) of Great
Britain, the National Union of

ritain, the American Federation
of Labour (AFL), USA, the
United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA), the CGT, FO of

of Trade Unions (CISL), the
DGB of Denmark.

vered by Dr. B. P. Pillay, Direc-
tor of the Indian Branch’ of the
O, Sri Dhyan Mungat, the
i h

Cemmissioner for India in Ceslon,
riK. &T.

Do B e Asore i
spoke on the workers’ problems
at this rally.

The Convention opened with

the “welcome Speech” of Com. V.
S Mathur the Chairman of the
e and the Pre-

‘ommitte
mdentxal Soonih of Com Mt
2. Her address was noted for

its muderale wne, correct.
the_economic situation in “he
country and expression of confi-
dence in the Indian working class
to usher in a new era of political
lom, economic equality and

cultural ‘advancement.

Shri N M. Joshi, the veteran
Tabour leader condemned the anti-
Tabour policy of the Government
of India and s'ated that it was
really very unfair that the Gov-
ernment were breaking all their
promises given to labour and
were systematically trying to
withdraw the schemes for profit-
sharing, state insurance, fair
wages and minimum wages. The
reascn was_that the Government
of Ind'a did not represent the
people but the various Chambers

they could not hove to realise
ther asoirations 5o long as it con-
tinuec

Referring tn the anpeal for
unity betwﬂen the INTUC and the
HM.S. made by Shri V. V.

he said that the idea of unity was
really commendable but there
were so many difficulties in its
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and Sri N.M. Joslu, the
Father of the Trade Doy Move,
ment in India.

GENERAL SECRETARY'S

REPORT
The General Seerctary subolt
ted a 50-page printed report of the

HMS.for the period of 10 months
betuween the Sceunderabax
forence i May 1950 aud foe Dethi
Conference in March 1961 It was
divided into five chapters—Intro-
ductory, National, International,
Industrlal Survey and ' Policy
Making.  In the National sphere,
the report dealt with Organisa-
tional aspects referring to typical
cases of activities of affiliated
unions to distinguish the policies,
‘programmes, and methods of the
HMS from the INTUC, AITUC
and UTUC and _emphasised that

HMS. was the true representa-

tive of the Free and Democratic

trade unicn movement in India.
Italso frankly pointed out the
caknesses of

cised the inefficctiveness of the
State Councils and Regional Com-
mittees. The note of optimism,
however, lay in the tremendous
enthusiasm and support that the
HMS and its affiliated unions
could evoke in the rank and file
of workers in _every industry in
every part of the country.

Tt also exposed from facts and
figures published officially, the
hollowness of the bloated mem-
bership cla'ms of the INTUC
and the AITUC and severely

and Committee
and its_attitude on the Korean
far. It als ferred to_the

HMS's relations with the UNO,
the ILO, the British TUC and the
Pakistan Confederation of Free
Trade Unions.
Jn the chapter on Industrial

rvey, the report gave a brief
bt clear-cut pioture of the special
problems in every industry as
effected by the economic situation,
the attitude of the Government,
the offensive from the employers
and the disruptive role of the
INTUC genc

POLICY OF THE HMLS.

In response to the constructive
suggestions made at the Secunde-
rabad Conference, the General
Sccretary made a special refer-
ence to the policy adopted by the
HMS on specific issies arising
from time to tim

portant. among them related o
Eollective Agreements and Volun:
tary Conciliation and Voluntary
Arbitration, Industrial Housing,
Amendments to_the Companies
Act, PlantationLabour, work of
the Labour Committee

wifh spocial eference to the Hi
dus!rla] Slahstxcs Act, the Wel-
fare inds,  Provident
Fund, Implem-)tatwn of the
Factories Act, the problem of Re-
trenchment in the light of the pro-
visions of th ur Relations
Bill and last but not the least, the
‘problems of Rationalisation and
consequently Retrenchment and
Unemploym
In the course of discussion on
the report, a controversy aros
over the desirability or otherwise
of referring to policies of the
HMS in the report. Some useful
suggestions were made by various
speakers which the General Se-
cretary promi to incorporate
in the report, while a befitting
reply was given on minor points
made by critics without _either
reading the report or knowing the
facts fully.
RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions of great importance
and of far-reaching significance in
the background of the critical
economic, social and political
situation in India as well as other

4

countries, were pa: at this
Session.
The most important _among

them was THE WORKERS'
CHARTER which_at the outset
explained _the objectives, viz,,
work, Food, Shelter, Free Union:

m and Peace, with a brief and
clear cut  emunication  of the
workers’ rights and - responsibili-
ties and ending with the workers’
pledse *to strivo and struggle and

ay down our lives, if need be,
for tho “Felfiment. of our objec:
tives.”

The resolutions on Social Se-
curity and the Labour Bils adopt-
the Secunderabad Confer-
ence were reiterated and reaffirm-

ed in principle in the light of the
latest developments, while the re.
solutions on Minimum Wage and
Fair Wage reminded the govern-
ment of their failure to fulfil their
promises given to the working
class. A note of warning was also
sounded if the Government be-
trayed the working class any
Tonger on the issues of social se-
curity, labour bills, minimum
wage fxing and the fax wage bill
by anof lution Free
Legal Aid was strongly recom-
mended n fhe ght of he Suo-
|l H Comumittee’s

CIVIL LIBERTIES
One of the controversial resolu-
tions was on_ Civil Liberties and
Fundamental Trade Union Rights.
While there was complete unani-
mity as to the need to repeal all
repressive laws such as  Preven-
tive Detention Act, and against
the abuse of power b the Execu-
tive in depriving (rade unionists
and workers of their Rights of
Assembly Meetings and Proces-
sions, ete., the resolution was ob-
jected to by some as to the
emphasis laid on “duties and res-
ponsibilities of the citizens and
workers and their associations or
trade unions”.
They expressed oppnslhon to
“individuals or their organisa-

ivities con
principles of Law and Order in
a democratic soc! eey and against
national security”

Deletion of this clausc was Te-

adopted the resolution as original-
ly framed by an overwhelming
‘majority. This laid down a f\mda-
mental principle governing the
Policy of the Hind Mazdoor Sabha
as clearly distinguished from the
disruptive policy  of _creating
chaos, confusion and disorder in
the country of the Communist
AITUC.

This resolution is also a warn-
ing to the Congress Govern-
ments at the Centre and in
States against their repressive
and lawless laws and irrespon-
sible and undemocratic executive
actions. If ese governments
were true to their avowed princi-
pls of freedom and democracy in

the. Fanst\tulmn of the

Repubhe of Tridia, no trade union -
worker of the Hi
Sabha or of any wiul
organisation could _be permitted
to continue to rot in prison wi

out being tried in a Court of Law.

KOREAN WAR

The resoluion on War proved to
be the most controversial resolu-
tion at this convention_ reflecting

the Hind Maz-

door. Sabba 28 truly reprosenting
the free and democratic

unicn movement in this country.

The delegates sought expression

of the particular points of view

amendments.

was, however, defeated by an
overwhelming ' majority of ~the
delegates present and the resolu-
tion as_originally framed was
adopted by an  overwhelming
majorily of votes.

may, however, be noted that
the' roup of - ddlogates which
wanted to place the entire

(Overleaf)
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Hind Mazdoor Sabha Resolutions tor o;gan'.izii o eeent o

(Contd. from page 9)
for the Korean War on the Soviet
Bloc, withdrew 'is amendment,
that section which insisted
on placing the entire blame on
erican capitalism was miser-
ably defeated. Nor did those,
who did not want any reference
10 two Power Blocs, attain any

trally in international aifairs, did
not succeed ei

The sesolutions on the Econo-
mic Situation and that on the
Government’s  favouritism  to-
yards INTUC,  being roiteration
of the stand taken at Secundera-
Rad and borne out by subseatuent
events, were rom the
Chair and adopted unanimously.

GENERAL ELECTIONS

The last but not the least im-
portant was the resolution on
General Elections, which was the
first of ifs character in ry
of the Trade Union Movement in
India. Being of a political cha-
racter, this resolution, though
non-controversial at an HMS con-
vention, was of great significance
to the working class in our
country,

The working class would
support only those candidates
at the forthcoming General
Elections this year who promis-
ed to stand by the Worken
Charter and who strive in par-
Gcular for the Tulfilment of the
workers’ demands for a Living
Wage, Social Security, their
right of Collective Bargaining
including the Right o Strike,
workers’ participation in the
organisation and management
of industries and lastbut not
the least, repeal of
Labour Laws and withdrawal oi

react
n.ns ow before. the Tart

gress Party  candida
backed by the INTUC dared por
hoodwink the working class any
longer to secure the working class

vote at the fortheoming _general
elections in view of their opposi-
tion in_theory and practice to
these demands which were con-
sidered to be the fundamentals of
Free Trade Unionism and Social
Justice.

Some constitutional amend-
ments were adopted, most of
which were necessitated from the
ad.mlms!ratwe point of view and

1
|
|

Com. D. D. Vashista—Northern
India.
Com, Pasitosh Bannerji—East-
India.

Com. H. R. Gokhale—Western
India.

Com. Mahadey ~Singh—South-
ern India.

And so ended this historic con-
vention of the HMS amidst cheers

in charac-

time; but they were rejected at its
meeting by an overwhelming
majority.

NEW COMMITTEE

Earlier, the Working Committee
met representatives of the Coun-
cil of Action of All India Trade
Union Organisations as also the
Executive Committee members of
the Hind Kisan Panchayat. Ex-
ploratory talks which ensued at
these meetings revealed that it
was advisable to replace the
Council of Action by a perma-
nent committee in the near future.
A joint committee was
with the HKP, with Comrades,
Maniben Kara, Basawan Singh,

S. Ramanujam, Jatin Mitra
and G. G. Mehta representing the
HMS.

] The following office-bearers
were declared to have been elect-
ed uncontested for the current
vear 195
President : Com. Maniben Kara.
Vice-Presidents: Com. Sibna
Banerjce, Com. . A Khodgikar,
‘om. Basawan Singh.

al H‘ crctary - Com. G. G.

Goa,

and ‘wit]
tial collection by way of affiliation
an legates’
fees. The organisers hoj

raise the HMS membership for
the current year upto the million
mar]

JECONOMICS OF SOCIALISM
(Contd. from page 8)
state has been established these
contradictions slowly die down.
But as I then pointed out, new
contradictions will then emerge.
No longer will conflicts of men be
on the biological plane; they will
be on the psychic

April 1, 1951

will have to be faced by genera-
tions and generations yet unborn.
S0, let no man have the audacity,
to say that HE KNOWS THE
TRUTH! None of us know the
truth. We seek the path by ex-
changing experiences, by sharing
opinions and ideas. Out of the
meeting of minds, and inter-
changes of experiences a tenta-
tive truth emerges. The philo-
sopher king of Plato’s Republic
has never existed on this side of
the earth. There can be no philo-
sopher king, no trustee, no dicta-
tor, no leader.

As Rosa Luxemburg said, in
the world now unfolding, the

e thve
change of an
changes of cxpenences And that
is the d method.

plane From the arumnl level the
problems and tensions will
Hited to. the human level. They
become the problems and tensions

of I spirit. The scars of
mind are far deeper than . grim
wounds of hunger and unemploy-
ment.

DISCOVERING THE TRUTH
The problems of human spirit,

the battles of human soul are even
more unsettling. These problems

Whether we look at the problem
from the political angle, from the
economic angle o from _the cul-
tural angle, as we shall do later,
we invariably reach the conclu.
Sion that totalitarianism 1 a denial
of the socialist vision, that socia-
lism can be realised only through
the acceptance of democracy and
democracy can be realised only in
the context of economic equality.

H.K.P.’s Call For Country-wide Demonstrations
To Protest Against Govt.’s Anti-Kisan Policy

held at

¥ Secretaries: Com. B. D, Joskiy
Com. K. K Mun

‘Treasurer : Cnm_ P. D’Mello.

The General Council yas lect-
ed by the delegates in the Indus-
trial groups which in turn elected
17 members of the working com-
‘mittee.

JANATA learns with re-
that Com. Haradhan
Chatierjee, a leading mem-
ber of the Socialist Party of
West Bengal, the General
Secretary “of the powerful

‘Working
West Bengal Hind Mazdoor
Sabha, passed away recently
after a short illness. His un-
mm ly death at an early age
has removed from the ranks
of the Socialist Party a vali-
uncompromising

Born on November 2, 1922,
Comrade Haradhan Chatter-
jee, who came into politics

in the wake of the August
s(z\lggle in 1942, joined the

COM. HARADHAN CHATTERJEE

ctimised for his militant
le in that struggle. There-
after, Comrade Haradhan
became a full-time party
worker, a_professional revo-
Iutionary in the full sense of
tho term, and remained so
his premature death.
Despne the_immense_hard-
ship of the life of a full-time
worker, he did not for a
moment flinch from  the gonl
he had set himself o
30 fhe younger leaders of
the Party, he was without
doubt the most capable and
giited. A brilliant _and
effective speaker in three
langusges, " Trade Usion
and Party organiser of the
highest calibre, ho was a born
eader. that in
ot of i 83 years of re-
volutionary _activity, the

Party.
He took tlu initiative in or-
ganising the white collar em-
ployees of Cox & Kings Litd.,
Calcutta, in which firm he
was em) nyed. In 1945 he
succeeded in building this
Union, and in the following
year he led

T Betore long e s

had to arrest
and detain him or prosecute
him on as many as 10 occa-
sions, is the highest tribute
of his devnmm to the cause
‘which he had dedicated

his life.
We dip our banner in his

]

‘memory

:
Meerut on March 3 and 4, 1951 issued a call to all Kisan workers
and branches of the Hind Panchayat in India to celebrate a con-
struction week throughont the country.

By another resolution passed at
this conference, it was decided to
organise a Kisan March at Delhi,
to voice the grievances of the
Indian peasantry and to protest
against the anti-kisan policies of
the Government of India. The

same  resolution  envisaged
marches on_district headquarters
on a scheduled date throughout
the country.

.0n Maxch 4, 1951, the Central

‘Hind-Kisan

Panchayat and the “National Exe.
cutive of the Socialist Party met
informally at Meerut and all the

gave their whole-hearted support
to both these ideas.
The National Executive of the
Sncialist Party met subsequently
t Delhi on March 6 and 7 and
a resolution giving their
fu].l support to the Hind Kisan
Panchayal in the celebration of
construction week and orga-
nisation of a march at all district
headquaﬂers and the Capital of

The Central Committee of the
Kisan Panchayat and the
Nattonar Brecutive o the Socia-
list Party there appointed a com-
mittee to prepare for and_orga-
nise the Construction Week anc
the March throughout India, con-

sisting of :
Ram Manohar Lohia_(Chair-
man), Jayaprakash - Narayan,
Meharchand

A]m]a, Provincial Secretary, So-
c:ahst Party (UP.), i
Socialist Party (Delhi),

Provincial Secretary, Socialist
Party (Punjab)
DEFY THE BAN

The Committee met at Delhi
on March 9 and subsequent days
and decided that :

Demonstrations  at  District
headquarters in the countdy and
at Delhi should be held on sepa-
rate days. In the districts the
date would be y 30, and at
Delhi, June 3, 1951 But in such
districts where district headquar-
ters happen to be state capitals
also, demonstrations may not be

In the districts, the demonstra-
tions should carry and present a
memorandum to the Collector or
Deputy Commissioner in the Dis-
trict Courts, and not at their resi-
dence.

Constructive week will be cele-
braued from May 20 to 27, 1951

ictions are imposed by
tlle authorities on_demonstra.
de-

fied after giving due notice to

the authorities concerned.

‘Where msu'wuons are already
in force to_take out
demonstrations shau]d be sought
Irum proper authorities.  But if

mission is refused, restrictions

sbnu]d be defied.

The Day to be observed on
30 in the districts and on June 3
at Delhi will be ]mown as JAN-

ANI (PEOPLE"

V.
VOICE DAY)

The Janvmu Diva.s Committee
is mee at_Amritsar on
dAﬂ;:Ird 10, 1951 to review the work.
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THIRD FORCE IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

IT is an undeniable fact of international politics todays tlni |ha
world is riven into two mnlunl.ly cxcllmve camps.

camps are interlocked in a cold w
come a hot and
of power.
It s also faisly certain that the
v it and when it comes, is
most Tikely 1o be fought on Ask
sall, involving the lives of millions
As d that civilisation
routd e 3 very bleak future it
this threatening war is not avert-
ed. The two camps, namely the
Anglo-American and the Soviet,
are irrevocably committed to cer-

n threatened o be.

shooting war with Lhe sl!;h'ut slu(l in the balance

Most countries of Asia, on the
other hand, are as yet outside the
sphere of nfluence of cither of
the groups or, to put it more pre-
cisely, haw.- still retained a certain

freedom of choice.
cse countries are Egypt, and the
block of Middle Eastern countries,

BY

fain policies_ and

pursued with thc same
iberaticn . suthlosimess 5
itis done presonly, will so diide
the world as to transform the
whole of humanity into two arm-
ed camps destined to fight out a
war of attrition.

The consequences of a third
world war are too horrible to en-
visage and therefore, it is impera-
tive for nations to try and see if
the catastrophe can be averted.
This can be done only if a third
camp for peace exists.

NOT THE ENTIRE TRUTH

Very often. all tall of a third
camp is_rediculed as impracti-
cable. " The Gbiective conditions
50 necessary for the establishment
of such a camp, it is pointed out,
simply do nnl e)ust Recently, the
Prime Minist ndia, is re-
ported o have crtiioed.the So-
st for indulging in
Vague talk about foreign aftai
'ths cnhusm, L\ke all eriticism,
casure of
—hath but, again, lxke all criicism,
does not reﬂecl t th.

Pri taken a
very independent shnd in foreien
affairs and as a senior statesman
fully deserves the right to be
heard with respect and attention
due to his experience and sincerity
of conviction. The Third camp, it
must be conceded, is at yet only a
ibility but, it s also the only
pnsslhll.\ty to avert the future con-
flict and save the peace, on which
he has so strenuously set his
heart.

BIFUNCTIONAL
ORGANISATION
What is the third force and what
should be its form? The third
foroe wil be a bi-functional orga-
nisation of natons i closea
of ideals
i first iuncﬁm will be ideo.
logical, in that it will unite all
such people who iohlly reject
th the forms of imperialism—
the . Anglo.American and the

Soviet. This aspect necessarily

results in giving this third camp

a regional constitution.

The countries west of the Iron
Curtain in Europe, the US.A,, the
UK. and Canada and Australia as
also the Latin American countries
are mevacably commmed to the
Western D

Dr. Balkrishna Gokhale

Pakistan, India, Burma, Siam, In-
donesia and the Phillippines.
1t s this group of nations that

deney of polarisation in world
politics. .
DEFENCE PACT

These countries are passing
through an identical phase of

such planning but its value is ob-
viously vitiated, riven as it is by
the mutually exclusive jealousies

the warring camps. A plan of
industrialiasation and economic
development with western tech-
nical aid financed by the pooled
resources of the whole region
could be a posslb!e lution o the

. But this would be

long term _project possible only
under certain conditions.

FOREIGN POLICY

I at all a third camp is likely
to be effective in the immediate
future it is in_the sphere of
foreign policy. That

nations, without being exclusive
of and hostile to the Western
world, can come together and find
bonds'of ideological and cultural
affinity was well demonstrated by
the last Asian Relations Confer-
ence held in New Delhi. It is
noteworthy to_remember here
that it was Shri Jawaharlal Nehru,
who today eriticises all talk of
third camp as vague and imprac-
ticable, that was the inspiration
behind this magnificient athering
of the

They are all industrially under-
developed areas with a past full
of bitter memories of colonialist
exploitation and are subject to
persistent pressure from both the
ruling blocks in the world.

The recent Iranian Majlis deci-
sion to nationalise the oil re-
sources of the country and the
consternation provoked by it in
the Western financial circles are
events illuminating the preca-
Tious positions of these countries.
All these countries are fighting
for pational in

rity of one is indisso-
Tubly Tinkod with the integrity of
the other. The Arab League pact
is an instance of a regional align-
ment which could bo casly broad-
ened into an instrument, exten-
sive enough to protect the entire
geographical unit instead of aim-
ing at the furtherance of interests
of only one section of the region,
namely the Aral

The rise of Red China and i

expansionist _ tendency—as
denced by its invasion of Tibet—
easily become a menace to
Pakistan, Tndia and Burma on the
one hand as also Burma, Siam and
Tndonesia on the other.

A regional defence pact to
which Pakistan, India, Burma,
Siam and Indonesia are parties

t
against the manifestation of
further_expansionist tendencies
Cominformist China. But this
only one aspect of the pro-
blem.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Almost all the Asian countries
listed above are passing through
a fairly uniform phase of econo-

based on alrabeglc and commer-
cial alignments.

The Soviet Union and its sate-
lites are also pledged to support
the expansion of the Cominform
influence in the world and the
Communists the world over are
the trusted agents of their pro-
gramme for the coming struggle
for world power. Both the blocks,
by their very nature, must attempt
at the blanket-inclusion of as
‘many nations in their fold as possi-
ble and as such their policy
assumes the form of economic and
political imperialism.
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‘mic developr and have to look
to the West to secure the where-
withal to_effect the transition to-
wards industrialisation. Western
aid, with whatever,

peonies of Aua e dxshnct g
graphical and cultural e

1t is also pertinent here to rder
to the action of Shri Benegal Nar-
sing Rau, India’s representative at

e UN, in convening meetings of
the Asin block of e o5 ok
time of the discussions on the
Chinese intervention in Korea, It
will be too much to presume that
such meetings of Asian nations in
the UN were called to discuss
matters affecting it
the prior knowledee of the Prime
Minister.

tion of ealling & meet-
g of Asian nations was not in-
dicativo of the existence, in
however feeble a form it may
e, of a third force in inter.
national politics one would
o kmow what else it eouid e

These meetings very signifi-
cantly revealed the

possibilities of the third force as a
gxedmm— in the international con-

SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS

The Third Force, by its very
natm, could only be built up in

the integri
of the Middle Eastm and ";Erl:xy
dian Oeean nations is highlighted
by the alarming effects of the
growth of nnnormlky subverslve
elements like th

PAGE 3

The Third Camp, though
only @ pnsulhthty foday, can
become a very

Chective foree tho case
of peace and progress. Iis
greatest dunger _will be an

The possibilities of arriving at
an Inner Asian Defence pact by
Which infringement of Inner
Asian frontiers at one point could
be taken as violation of the inte-
grity of the entire area and its
consequent defence need certainly

of nations firething.from
the Indus to the Meko

‘These are some e of Lhe possibili-
ties of the Third Camp which need
obiective and pi considera-

tion. It will not be possible to
present a blue-print of the founda-

tion of such a camp within the
length of a newspaper article.
This article is therefore, attempt-
not with a view to unfolding a
comprehensive scheme but to o pro-
voke thought and discussion in
the light of which  fuller and in:
tegrated picture of realities
possibilities may emerge.

CLOTH SCARCITY IN
AMRAOTI

Arms 8 -
precedonted scarcity of cloth.
Thous:mds of people have to stand

in queues in front of the cloth
shops for hours together and yet
they are lucky if they can secure
a few yards of cloth. This has
naturally Jed ‘the” frasatg
people to chagrin about the Con-
gress government today.

The Socialist Party of Amraoti
organised a few meetings to pro-
test against the system of distri-
bution of cloth in various parts of

They also took out a
i) Cloth Scarcity March”,

When the marchers reached the

eaders were received by the
.M. Shri Tatwavedi and the
Civil Supply Officer.
Com. D. G. Angal, Secret of
the Amraoti Basty piaced “the
fnlzu\;vmg demands of the people:

the disturbed palum of power in
Asia due to the graergence of an
expansionist Red China. China
touches the frontlers of Pakistan,

the Communist ~ disturbances in
Assam demand that ‘urgent atten-
tion be paid {0 this aspect of the

nationalise the. {extle. induie
and restart the mills that have
been closed;

) Expnrts of cloth should be
restricted and more cloth should
be made available to the people.

motives it may come, will have
economic strmgs nltached to it and
thus will naturally lead to suspi-
Gion and hostty on the pcit
the other block. It will not be
possible to_entirely do away with
Western aid, technical or other-
wise, but the dangerous possibili-
ties of such aid could be easily
minimised if planning is conceived
for the region as a whole. The UN
would be the best for

Important Announcement

Letlers requesting us to postpone the publication of the
YOUTH NUMBER o suit the convenience of the students and
the friends of the Young Socialist League have been flooding
our office for the past few days.

‘We have, therefore, decided to bring it out in June when

most of our student friends will be back after the

‘vacation,
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ECONOMICS OF SOCIALISM

How
from the incomes of the
stance, there are

If their incomes are slashed
down to Rs. 10,000 a year, Rs. 170
crores would be available for
economic development.

If the big incomes of the Zamin-
dars and the saliyanas of rajas
and nawabs are nationalised, and

iscrepancies in the above
calculations caused by tax eva-
sions are corrected—the total
would amount to Rs. 250 to 300
crores.

The elimination of the privi-
leged class would thus yield
R, 250 to 300 crores a year for
economic const
The needs of economic deve-

lopment on an  under-developed
country are far greater. To im-

the competent
('nends !hat to put agmunure
on its Teet, investment of Rs. 2§
crores per !aluka will be needed.

you,—all_over India an _invest-
ment of 7000 to 8000 erores will
e needed. Tnvestment for indus-
development  will reveal
similar astronomical figures.
How are these amounts to be
obtained? If

will ccessary.
e s i ot s ok S
quate foreign aid, through the
success of the Permanent Revolu-
tion, or through successful bor-
rowings on traditional lines, is
Obtained, T the absence of such
aid, or if the aid is only limited,
the strain of development will
have to be borno by tho people.
Who is to strike th ce be-

future gains?
be tightened?

every citizen as they

to come? _Firstly, of course, they come

s ot (s i and the petieped T i, for -
87,000 m:nmem payers whose annual

exceeds Bs. 10,000 Their total income came to Rs. 254

In order to speed up the eco-
nomic development, labour power
was recklessly used. To extract

muq, in aolrl from the Kolyama

TAKING THE DECISION

In these early stages, the Com-
munists argue that the = decision
should be taken by the Commu-
nist Party. It was Rousseau who
had said,

“There is a great deal of dif-
ference between the will of all
and the General Will; the latter
considers only the common
interest, while the former takes
pnvaﬁe interest into
an of
particular wily but fake away
from lhese same wills the pluses

climatic and working ~conditions
to send to Moscow, every year,
400 tons of gold.

On the bones of the workers
roads were bullt and the new
economy
Labour was not iiable "on

Soviet State was dnven 1o use
labour.

First the enemies of the prole-
tarian state, and then all devm-
tionists, were sent to prist
camps. Between 12 to 15 mxllmn

remains a: of the dif- s to pl’OVldE
ferences.” (Conmu Social, 25,) through their sweat and "~ bloo
The' Communisis contend  hat (b resources needed for @ fron:

ASOKA MEHTA

rocess”.
‘OPENNESS OF ARGUMENT
stcu ing democratic socialism
in developed

tries and swell the ranks of the
reserve of unemployed
to hcl.hhle the extraction of
surplus labour.
The law of exploitation un-
covers the arcana of

pens
to be a worker, and the rind

remains a human being! Through
poverty, misery, long hours of
work, capitalism

un'.ty, like Great Britain, Prof.
MacGregor writes :

“Democratic socialism means
that degree of socialized indus-

try which a modern democracy
is thought to require, and de-
per on showing that the
‘whole national economy needs
to have a sphere of public con-
trol, either because of the con-
ditions of some industries, or in
order to prevent an undesirable
degree of private authority. .
This_openness of argument on
what should be socialised is an
aspect of the democratic choice.

accumulates the wherewithals of
economic development,

The second method is the one
developed by §alm—of forced

their parfy alone embodies the of the country.
General Will. It knows how to A number of reliable
cancel the erratic pluses and have been published recently
minuses. ore parties were that give detarls of slave-labour
allowed to exist those pluses and prison-camps in the Soviet
minuses would find embodiment l_ymon. 1 shall invite your atten-
in them and the actual wills and tion only to the accnunts ‘written
wishes of the people would con- from personal sufferings, by
fuse and weaken the General Socialists o unreproachable nte-

ill, that is retard the pace of grity. Margaraf
develiopment, Such is the - fun Buber's Under Two Dictatoss. the
tional significance of a uni-party ~Second is, Elinor Lipper’s Eleven
state—it " drives relentlessly yet Years' Purgatory. Together with
effectively the herd to the pasture these case histories, personal
ground of plenty!! testaments, you should read the

heavily documented book of

In a multiparty state very 1’ o3 Nialaovshyr Foreod
probably, the people would SUP-  abour in Soviet Russis,
port a jog lm( of mqom:‘?dcv

lopiment
Gallop bocaie 1 puts lese fmans LOPED COUNTRIES
diate strains, gh the future  Higher the tempo of economic

gains may be small, the imme. change, greater must be the acou-
diate strains and pains are fewer, mulation of capital and severer
You will remember that some the , in_undeveloped or
time back, I pointed out to you under-developed countries. As
that if there had hean polifical  industrialisation proceeds, further
liberties in Russia, the people 2and further, production increases
would have voted for Bukhaﬂns and savings and investments be-

platform “and rejected Stalin's come casy. In the USA, for in-
poley of forced mum,mm,n stance, ~even the full strsin of
and industrialisa preparations fail to de-

is, there-
fnre, limited socialism.” (Ecomo-

rapi sh
slave labnur Prof. Dxntwah has
ed this method The S

The encmies of the people
are treated as sllb-l:mnln and
ruthlessly used up to provide
the sweat and blood through
which capital formation —takes

ce.
As need for more and more
slave labour emerges, the net is
spread wider to catch the enenues
of the people.
complain O ermibl
i devel apment
smwhtaway become enemies of

Apalﬂguf.s of Stalin deny these

stages of

later on

ih E
Iten” imonedinge. s wd uunmmm HARDSHIPS g;f;;e o standard of life of the facts - . s mﬁ&‘ﬁﬂ;ﬁ"ﬁ“
ins? Who is to decide  Stalin’s policy involved tre- Productic ey e et
iplo what notch the belt is 1o mendous, unbearablo  hardships n in n41 G o8 ) ."std)
are ques- were driven, foribly, in million)  (estimat
tions of profound imporance to _into collecives and thelr resit” fButomohiles 3 38 51
timately ance led to the man-made famine R s 08 13 08
aflect the whole textile of maan's of 1035, wherein beimany famine gera 2T 8 45
fifteen million persons Madnnes .. 16 51 26
(ret H Chl’eb lainl?“n Vacuum Cleaners .. 14 41 23
Th!se decisions are all the o e Television Sets .. .. — 98 50
more mporiant n the. nidl 54’ Ion Age): "The  nced 4
tial  rapi of capital and "~ But__snder-developed eom oo Russial The question
m ingistance on. capi-  tries, lacking capital-fat covering that she and other folloses ol
grow i not merely arithmetical a] £00ds indusirics at the expense _on the bones of the coanomy fecl lens e e oo (Lot has
B oot aerery it of yonsumer goods industries the strain severely. Mot for Stalin achieved the pramiins 20
resulted in severe hardships to nothing did Marx describy the umulaton o capial? On whor

JUST OUT

(1) Communist Party—Facts
and Fiction By Madhu
Limaye. Rs.
Third Camp in World
Affairs—New and_en-
larged edition containing
Post-seript to Korea and
Dr.. Lohia’s replies to
New Times. Re. 1-0.
Democratic Socialism—
A Mid-Twentieth Cen-
tury Synthesis by Asoka
Mehta, (In Press).
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the people. horrors of primitive
It is true that technical train- of capi

i d to the people THREE WAYS OF CAPITAL

in" a big way. The following FORMATION

table shows the magnitude of the

e accumulation

e ahows & There are three ways of forma-
Years Spcialists graduated from:
Universities ~ Technical Schools
1928-37 5,68,600 9,42,800
1928-31 1,70,000 2,91,200
193237 369,900 623,000

rain been throy is
basic quesllon the tel.law-travel—
lers always shirk to answer.

But that_sacrifice
hal come understandingly

As an undet deve!aped country,

But these men had to be chain-

tion of capital in \mderdcvelap‘
ed to their jobs. The liberties the first

ed countri is the tra-
thod—the

is  countrie of organising slum p
themselves, of changing their  Under it peasants are up-
obs, of moving from one fob to fed, h a policy of
another, were denied to enclosure; they are pushed out
Soviet workers.  (ref: Souvae  of villages, So that ey might
rine’s Stalin), provide labour foree for indus-

apital in India
will not be pau\less. We shall have
to depend on our immense human
resources to further the formation
of capital. Roads will have to be
built, canals cut, tanks repaired
by human labour. That labour
must come through the wll]mg
consent of the people. This mef
may, therefore, be —the

the rate of aceu-
mulation of capital, the strain
and sacrifices (o be imposed,

be an aspect of the democratic
Do anas

The comparatively limited re-
sources of India will

This is the seventeenth
instalment  from  Asoka
Mehta’s forthcoming  book
on Democratic Socialism.

In this article he explains
the problem of savings, the
horrors of primitive accumu-
lation of capital, three ways
of capital formation,

try
totalitarian Dhilo-
sophy of the Communist

people, there must be economic
equ:

choice becomes meaningful. There|
are some socialists who consider|
that equality of income is the
hean and core of socialism. Ber

d Shaw, for instance, has said,

in hls “The Intelligent Women’s
Gmde Socialism  and Capital-

O hat that Socilists say is
that none, of these plans wi

work well, and that the only|
is to give

must be left to the wishes of the
people. It should then be possible
fcr the people to choose between
he Bukharinite, the Slahmﬁ nnd
the Trotskite platforms. lt shoul
be possible for them
Bukharin out of power if m..-y are
dissatisfied with his pace of pro-
gress, and call Stalin to_power,
push Stalin out of power and give
an opportunity to ky to
handle their affairs.
THE BODY AND SOUL
No single party, no single plat-
form, no single group of men, can
have'the temerity to say that it
alone will provide the leadership
of the people.

It is the right of the neople to
choose between alternate plat-
alternate

to

according
wisdom decide to work out one
or the other policy. That it
logic of denmmey That is. the

impose a slower rate of growth on

l.n . The Soviet Union has six

times the territory. of India and

less ﬂlan half of our population.

is such abundant land

there that even after collectivisa-

uon every peasant could be given

acre or two of land for mdl
dual cultivation. In.

[.r ‘more
llmﬂﬁ
The nccumulzmm of capital will
have to he made Ythegﬁomnnd
san;?b p!thﬁa working people.
e people have.a right to say
in determining whether Rs. 500
crores will be saved and invested
in three years or 1000 crores will
be so saved and invested.

OF FATE

essence
core of lepmenhhve govern-
ment.

“The pluses and minuses” of
Rousseau are of sovereign signifi-
cance. To muffle them or to ignore
them is to reject the only facts
that are relevant to an individual,
it is to dismiss the experienco that

is meaning to the cit
Tythical ameral” ik bug” e
known and felt
‘minuses of opinions and experi-
ence are what matter. They are
the warp and the woof of a free
society.

That is the reason why I main-
e that, Democracy is tho very
heart of Soci We
conceive of Socuhsm autside the ihe

1 know that intelligent, or at
least those who them-
selves to_be hlg,l\ly

m(e!.lxgen
friends will sneer at >

this sugges”
tion. How can common peopls be
made to understand such abstruse
questions—of savings . and invest-
ments and tempo  of economic de-

velopment?

The root of Communist philo-
sophy is lack of faith in the
le. The idea of trusteeship,

So long as you believe in
trusteeship so long as you believ
in the ice-b
the 110 of ice-berg - tha
water-level matters,ithat only that
fraction of the society is intelli-

tion. And after all it is the appeal
of an egalitarian, libertarian asso-
clatve social order that has made
s you_are
Zhandon the normal luve of life, if
you are to be a_pilgri pro-
gress,, it is in the pursun of an
ideal and the ideal that inspires
you to sacrifice and renunciation
is that of a humane social order.
fnd it basc foundation is faith
X 1f you have
that faith, “he. question of pace
po of _industrialisation, of
e et o economy

cannot take awly the life frm.n l
human bei

two cannot be separated.
SOCIAL LIBERATION
My effort here is to make you
realise that a Socialist ecos
can never be built_up through
forced _collectivisation, through
forced labour camps and the

Gestapo. That might mean eco-

nomic development, but never

social liberation.

If you are building for socialism,
economic planning has to be orga-
nised democraticaly, the pecple

e the right to bet-
ween competing plans Tor econo.
mic development. It is to the last-
ing oy of Stafford Cripps that
he never hesitated to tell
Decple that ey " shall have 1o w

choose ausmny and agree
hardship and it e to the credit of
the British people that they chose
austerity and accepted hardshi
democratically. Those who sneer
at the British Labour Party, have
many lessons to learn, for they
are just in the elementary school
socialist education.
ECONOMIC EQUALITY

If the choice of alternatives is

to be democratically made by the
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Pl
everybody an equal share no

is, or,
what sort of work she does, or
who or what her father  was.’
(p. 19).

To such pleas for economi
equality a new, and decisive, argu-
ment has been added by a  book
focently published. It is Duesen-
berry’s

Reviewing the book, the Econo:
mist said that it marks the first
important advance in economic.
theory made after Prof. Keynes.
Surely, no higher _tribute can be
paid to a book ! What is the great
advance that the book makes?

“Our results can be summarised
as follows :

(1) The aggregate savings ratio
is independent of the abso-
lute level of aggregate in-
come,
The aggregate savings ratio
is dependent on (a) interest,
Tates (b) the relation bet-|
ween current and expected |
future income, (c) the dis-
tribution of income, (d) the|
age distribution of popula-.
tion, (¢) the rate of growth,
of in

m#mw

aggregate savings ratio will
be’ rather - insensitive to,
changes in interest ratio,
expectations, and prefer
ence Large|
changes in these factors|
will be required to produce
substantial changes in the,

saving ratio.
Cetaris Paribus, the pro-
to save of an md;

¢ function of his por.
centile position a the sen

@

6]

distribuion.” p. 45).
Duesenberry is not a socialist
agitator but a_learned _econo-

DISPARITY IN INCOMES

It is everyday experience that
when we sce others better off, we |
too like to spend and compete!
socially, When T see my friends
better dressed and in newer foot-

wears, I have a tendency to spend
on dress and shoes. Some e
years back a_fashion swept over
India. Most educated people went
in for the new Parker fountain
en. I am sure you must have
uarrelled with your  parents fo
have the new pen, because it be-
comes a_ hall-mark of social
esteem. Suppose that costly pen
had never been allowed to come to
India, we would all have been
contented with our _older pens!
What is true of the Parker rpen i
true of most other things. C

Omlul
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ality. ‘Because only then ﬂm‘ Hand Over Waste Lands to Landless Peasants

ANDHRA PARTY CONFERENCE DEMANDS
The First Conference of the Andhra Provincial Socialist Party
‘was held recently at Gudivada in Krishna Distriet. Nearly 300 dele-
gates and 500 member visitors attended and participated in the

proceedings.

Comrades Ram Manohar Lohia,
Prem Bhasin and Pratap Shah
also attended and helped the orga-
nisers to make it a success.

The “Meharali Nagar” where
the Conference was  held,

urged

Party workers 1o work ; actively
for the goal of democratic Social~
ism. As members of this Party it
was the duty of every one to |ake
up the immediate problems of
people and to help '.hem solvg
these problems with the ini
and organisation of the mﬂmg
people themsclvcs Only thus
coul ts, educate, organise
and march with the toi g masses
towards the goal of '.he casteless
and classless Democratic Social-
ist Society.

When Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
arrived at Gudivada Station,
thousands of people that had
gathered there greeted him with
revolutionary slogans. Then he
inspe a guard of honour from
the volunteers and drove to the
Conference Pendal.

, REAL

igurating the Cﬂllfmnce
Dr Lolua txlmmd
gates that, the emy olﬂ:e
Socialist Party was not the

ﬁ

e e oot day evils
1 norrupllon and black-mark
ing to the pec: inistrati
set up, where the elective princi-
ple was working at the top while
the bureaucratic pnnclple ‘worked
at the bottom. He added that the
Socialists could counteract the
faithlessness in the masses, even
while in the opposition, by
up the constructive work serious-
ly. The slogan of one hour per
day to the country, should be im-
mediately put in practice, he said.
For the solution of the food

problem Dr. Lohia suggested a
five point programme: (1) Re-
division of land on the
of um

the leaders by the Gudivada
nicipality.

Addressing a public meeting
Dr. Lohia spoke 2 Jength on
Indias foreign policy. India, he
said, should discard both Atlantie
and’ Soviet blocs and should
strive to create a third bloc of the
‘progressive countries of the world.

Various  resolutions - dealing
with Civil Liberties, Handloom
Weavers’ condition, Visal Anc
Hindu Code Bill, Food Situation,
Abolition of Forest
System ete., were passed.

The resolution on

Mu-

ttage industries in the past had
after coming to power grossly fail-
ed to implement its promises. It
had failed to supply sufficient
yamn to the weavers which had
resulted in unemployment.

ABOLITION OF FOREST

“The forests of Krishna and
Guntur Distrits have o ander”
the management of Village Pan-
chayats. Under the “Grow More
Food” scheme, the Panchaynh
and the Government _sanctioned
the lands to agricultural labourers.
Nearly 10,000 families, worked
hard for the last seven years to
bring these lands under cultiva-
tion and now when the time had
come 1o, reap the fruit of this
Iabour, ernment  has
oliied the Panchayat _system
and deprived them of their living.

“While on one hand  the Gov-
ernment exho people to
SCrow More Food™ 5 deplor-
able that it has illingly allowed
large tracts of land to lie waste.
This

4 mile long proccssion with red flags and banners leaving (0 attend
o mass meeting where civie reception was accorded to the Socialist
Leaders by the Gudivada Municipality.
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ECONOMICS OF SOCIALISM

(Continued from page 7)

cuous consumption, made possible

w wide disparity in incomes,
fosters envy among all sections of
people.

If we desire to obtain savings
through the willing_ co-operation
of the people, economic eqnalxty
becomes necessary.
pillar in the temple of sacm].lsm
has now been supplied by Due-
senberry.

In the Soviet Union, economic
eq\lnhty s abandoned after a

of trial. Today the

Gandhiits Gme, that the distance
between the floor and the ceiling
of income shall never be more

With the progress of “socialism
in one country”, income inequali-
ties have increased in the Soviet
Union. They have been just
as Mrs. Asaf Ali has done recent’
ly, as incentives for increased pro-
duction. In fact, these differences
in income, in advantages enjoyed
by the elie, are a part, as are the
secret police and the labour
camps, forced collectivisation and
slave labour, of the totalitarian
method of economic transforma-
tion,

Please do not go away with the
impression that all is black in
Russia. For mstzmce, “against the

gains for the entire working
people. My sole desire is to show
you that economic equality is the
necessary link that joins socialism
with democracy.

MANAGEMENT OF INDUSTRY

The problem of management of
mdustnal enterprises- xaxscs a
variety of question, not easy to
“ewer. “In'the Soviet Union, the
syndicalist approach was tried out

in the first blush of the revolu-

fion.  When 1t failed a sollegium
of workers was entrusted with the

sk of management. When that
too failed to maintain production
two-men directorate was set up,
with one industrial manager and
the other as political mentor. Ulti-
mately ths one-man management
has been reverted to.

Democratic ~organisation of
‘management is one of the ticklish
problems of socialism. 1 have no
cut and dried solution o offer.
May I however invite your atten-
tion to the stimulating Fabian
tract, written “to provoke discus-
sion”, Industrial Management—
The Socialist Way? It is the sub-
ject that deserves separate consi-
deration.

SOCIALISM IN ONE COUNTRY

Lastly, let us turn to Socialism
in One Country. We have seen
how Stalin’s version of Socialism
in One Country has led to bureau-
cratisation and erosion of the re-
volution. Trotsky's thesis, that
he_has ably propounded in the
REVOLUTION BETRAYED, is
that by secking o build up socia-

in one country, by sealing
off the rovolution n_ the Soviet
Union from industrially develop-
ed countries Stalin had moved
towards, what Trotsky loved to
call after the experience of the
rench Revolution, a policy of
Thermidor which in fact has spelt
increasing bureaucratisation and
dissipation of the gains of the re-
volution.

There is more and_more of
bureaucracy, more and more of
terror, less and less of loosen-
ing of control on the party,
control of the state, control on

people. Instead of the dic-
mmlup of the proletariat
being a transitional phenome-
non, it has proved a long-range
incubus.

It has happened that way,
argues Trotsky, because of the
wrong road chosen by Stalin. As
I have already conceded there is
no gainsaying the fact that if the
more  developed anisies 20
socialist and if World State
could be created, Trotsky's con-
tention would be true. But re-
cent experiences of Yugoslavia
have taught us that even in a
Socialist comity of nations there
can be aggression of one social-
another.

believe,
there is no inevitability when
the U.S.A. goes socialist, that our
pains and our strains will neces-
sarily be reduced. They may be
reduced or may not be reduced.
A price may be asked from us,
wluch ‘we may not be prepared
to pay. We can merely keep an
open mind on the subject.
SYMI’ATHY OF WORKING
EOPLE
The real c!mmsm of Stalin's
polcy is not that he closed the
Boor” o Permanent "~ Rovehution
but that he has been a totalita-
rian and has steadily moved to-
‘wards militarization.

The masters of the Kremlin
Iack faith in the Soviet people,
as they have no hlﬂl in the peo-
ples of other co
The rulers of e Soviet Union

would not go to the people of
Tndia would not go to the people

ritain, anc

g ‘your-
friends we have no quarrel with

you; if anyone tried to interfere
With our life, please stand by us;
if anyone tries to interfere with
your life, we shall stand by you.”
After all, during the early days
of the Russian Revolution, who
saved the flame of the Revolu-
tion? Was not the might of the
common people the world over
the sword and shield of the Rus-
sian Revolution? Was the revo-
Jution saved solely through the
Red Army, that the genius of
Trotsky had created out of noth-
ing? Was it only the political
en of Lenin? Or the orga-
nising abilities of the Communist
Party that saved the Russian Re-
volution? If the Russians think
so they live in a fool’s paradise!
1t was the sympathy of the
working people; it o
threat of a gen strik
England, that tom]n:lled Chm—
chill to abandon his adventures

of intervention in the Soviet
Union.
That sympathy the Commun-

ists have dehbemfely frittered

with the life of the people in
every country by foisting on
them the Communist DParty.
(How it degenerates into an in-
strument of State power

Deen ably and brilliantly shown,
in a monumental study recently
published, by Ruth Fischer,
“Stalin_and m Commun.
Those who are.interested
in the tragedy, in the havoc that
is wrought by the interference of
the Russian state, by the Stalin
imachine, in_the life of a people,
in the ‘movement

Engels had wamed against
Ohe tendency to impose an order

a victorious proletariat on
other peoples. In a letter written
o Karl Kautsky Engles had dis-
cussed the effect of proletariat
vietory in Europe and North Ame-
rica on the Colonial countries of
Asia and Africa. In the course of
the letter Engels wrote:

“When Burope and North
America are reorganised,

WA be fuch o cotosta force and
such an example that the semi-
civilized peoples will of their
own accord extend us their
hand: economic needs _them-
selves will take care of this.
Through what social and politi.
cal phases these countries will
then have to pass until they
arrive at socialist organisation is
a_question to which we could
give today only a rather super-
fluous hypothesis. Today, T think
only one thing is not in doubt:
the vmtonuus proletariat cannot
impose any kind of order on
another people without under-
‘mining its own victory.

Stalin’s policy of imposing his
kind of order on other people has
been responsible for the erosion
of the gains of the October Revo-
Jution.
DEGENERATION

If Russia had followed a policy
of genuine UNITED FRONT, if

the Russian Communists,—whe-
ther Leninists, Trotskyite, Stalin-
ist or of any hue whalsaevor—
had put faith in the common
plo, had agreed to permit peoples
to develop different socialist par-
ties, had treated an international
of these authentic national parue‘s,
moving towards socillsm in thel
own light, but not secking to inter-
Fore with ane another there would

upsurge, but there would have
been today n et between

the Communists and the Social-
ists. The world over today pro-
gressive opinion would  have
rallied together.

But the fond belief that a group
of men has a patent in revolution,
that a group of men understan
the march of history better than
the people themselves, this belief
in a totalitarian losophy is
responsible for the splitting _up
of the Socialist movement. The
little Marxes that strut about the
world, in their megalomania frit-
ter away the strength of social-
ism. They forget that “In the
house of my Father, there are
many mansions”. In the house of
Socialism, there are many man-
sions. There is room for all.
TOTALITARIAN PHILOSOPHY
That ulhnhnty, that demo-
eratic understanding, that wide-
ranging vision, that willingness

10 accept the bona fides of peo-

ple, is not given to most marx-

ists.

Men who believe that they
alone have the authentic vision of
the world of Tomorrow, who con-

sider themselves to be the sole in-
struments of Destiny, those who
are heady with the thought that
History has become conscious of
itself to them,—such men have
split the forces of progress and of
socialism. They may have achiev-
ed something; they may have sac-
rificed something; but when ulti-
mately the last chapters of history
of Socialism are written, their
place will be not on the judge-
ment seat but in the

b I believe that the Russlan State

in Germany can ill-ford to miss
Mrs. Fischer's book. She was a
leader of the German Commun-
st Party in the middle twenties.

T believe that the
world today faces the forces of
darkness and despair, that the
of war lengthen over the
world and threaten to destroy it,
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because among other things the
Russian people have permitted
themselves to be dupes not only of
a totalitarian tyranny but of a
totalitarian philosophy.

So long as totalitarian social-
ism continues to_influence the
minds of men and warp their
Uhoughts, there will not only be
no freedom, but there will be
no one workd.

The spell of totalitarian thought
has to be broken, ‘To do that you
have to revis inism’ in
the light of the pre-Leninists and
Marxism in the light of the Pre-
rxians. This is a very bold
Statement to make. I make it be-
cause, not only logic is on my
side, but because we have now
before us the rich experiences of
the last 30 years.

I I was living in 1917 I would
probably have hecome a votary
totalitarian philosophy., But, that

has no claim  to be a social
qmnhst who refuses to take into
consideration the events and ex-
periences of our tragic genera-
tion, who refuses to uncover the
causes of the degeneration and
deviations that have disfigured
the socalst movement of our

The Stalinists dismiss _every

ca
the socialist” The Trotskyites
angue that because the temple of
inlim has been taken over by

the Stalinist devil, everything has
wrong. These are more
facile explanations . . . . To my
mind, the only valid explanatmn
fact of of

s whicl

belef in tho possession ot

istory
agamt
‘whole truf

IMTEDNESS OF MAN
Realise the finiteness of man,
the limitedness of man. Men, as
Reinhold Neibuhr is never tired
of reminding us,are children of
light as well as children of dark-
ness. The tensions of life are such
that no one can say, not even the
Buddha, that he has grasped the
‘whole (rlth_ We all move to-
‘wards the realization of truth.
The nearer you are, farther it
recedes. The goal ever ¢ e]udes the
grasp!_Because, TO
TRUTH, IS TO XNOW, THE

Geologists and Biologists aver
that from the point of view of
history of man, we have lived only
a few years, millions and millions

of years are yet on the unopened
scroll of time. If we take the life

lnown now. As T told you, when
were discussing Dialectical
Materialism, that Marx fondly
Tieved that after Communism is
ad'ueved. Dialectics comes to an
end! Sccial contradictions are
there only so long as the slave
fights the slave-owner, the serf
the feudal lord, and the worker
the capitalist. After the workers’
(Continued on page 10)
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ELEVEN YEARS PURCATORY-
THEN FREEDOM

inor Lipper met a ghost from the past in one of the prison

lmspihls where she was working as a nurse; Radin, an old Bolshe-

vkt who liad been a brigadier-generalin command of the Caucasian
Revol

troops at the time

He lay in his cot grey and ema-
ciated, his limbs still misshapen
from the torture he had under-
gone in the “Lifertove” prison in
Moscow when he was arrested.
When Elinor Lipper asked him his
age he said that he was over sixty.
Later she discovered that this

wreck of a man was only forty-six
at the time. Occasionally during
their conversation his dull
eyes would light up and give a

of the fascinating perso-

nality which must once have in-
habited his broken body.

ERMANY
He as in i the slxlh year of his
fifteen-year _sentence, when
telegram arrived _from
one day in 1942. War had broken
out with Germany, and the camp

him back to Moscow by the first

a_ former school teacher m
Muscaw, who had belonged in the
dnys lution to a

all po& ion group, which
af(er the mvxl war was swallowed
up in the Communist party. In
their search for enemies of the
people in the great purge of 1937,
some official remembered this
small group of deviationists and
Maria Nikolaevna was sentenced
to ten years in Kolyma, just in
case she might suddenly prove a
danger to the State.
By the time Elinor Lipper met
her, she was so thin that it seem-
ed a wonder that she was able to

EXPERIENCES
OF
ELINOR LIPPER

Retin oo his - miliary " expe.
Tience.

The news seemed to give him
little pleasure. While the hospi-
tal staff gave him _extra rations
and pumped him full of injections
to cure his seurvy, he scemed fo
shrink at the very idea “of
journey. He had lost all desire to
regain contact with no» exist-
ence and only wanted to be left

ace. For weeks he told the
officials that he was too weak to
fly, until one day he limped out
twecn two guards to return to

““NO CONTACT WITH
REALITY

For most prisoners contact was
lost with any reality except for
the daily drudgery of their lives.

le main camps there was
usually a small library of books
for the use e prisoners, but
it was little used. Prisoners were
100 exhausted to read after their
day's work and the light in the
thuts was too e prisoners
who had been peasants and most
of the common criminals could
not read anyway. For this reason
the figure of the story-teller play-

life. Most of the camps had at

least one story-teller, the one per-

son equally liked and cted
e mixed group

beings incarcerated there, what.

ever their background.

Somehow, when the story-teller
was speaking, it did not seem
quite so cold and dark in the hut,
the loneliness in the forest did not
seem so depressing, and the long
osiers seemed easier to thread into
baskets. Above all the blasphemy
and shrill arguments were quiet-
ened, the yearning for another
slice of bread stilled.

This huddle of unhappy
women, whose life was a daily
round of misery and brutality,
who fought for their very sur.
vival almost at the level of ani-

‘mals, wou'd suddenly be hushed

as they found themselves listen-

ing to some simple love story.

CCONSCIENTIOUS WORKER

The best story-teller whom
Elinor Lioper heard in the camps
of Kolyma was Maria Nikolaevna,
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bear the weight of her clothes,
much less the logs and sacks
which she had to carry at her

The meralus hw of hungu
the

She lived, worked and

in the manner to which she hed
been accustomed during her fifty
years of life.

fields she worked with the preci-
sion of a scientist in his labora-
. “Maria Nikolaevna, this is
not a_horticultural sociefy”, her
unfortunate partner would” cry.
“How do you expect us to fulfil

B L

she would say, “Whal do you
mean by norm. is a job of
work to be done, and I intend to
do it properly”.

The result was that she nearly
always worked alone, while the
other concentrated on showing

maximum _percentage of
plnntlng‘s Ior the day. - Maria, who
was the most conscientious of
them all, always ended the  day

with the lowest figures.
norm for work

on quantity, not qt
‘THANKLESS JOB

All the petty injustices of camp
life set her in such a rage that
she was always interceding_for
the sufferers. She received little
thanks from her fellow prisoners,
and still less from the camp admi-
nistration. She was legarded as
a passenger and a nuisance, until
suddenly she showed her gift for
story-telling.

"The best.time was during the
winter, weaving skets.  The
tale used to flow as if she had
the book in front of her on the
workbench. Not only had she a
wonderful gt of expression, but
an _astoniching memory.
could ocite the wholo of Push.
kin’s “Eugen Onegin” without
leaving out a single verse. Before
the eyes of the haggard group of
women in their tattered clothing,
the faces grimed with the soot of
the paraffin lamps, their gnarled
hands busy with the intricacies

of osier_weaving, would appear
the dandified aristocrat of Push-
kin's tale,

Elinor Lipper never forgot the
day she worked with Maria Niko-
Taeena in the deep snows of the
woods, breaking off frozen osiers.
It was light work, but one of the
is rich in osiers,

Prisoners go slowly from tree to
tree picking them out until they
have collected their norm of ten

bundle
s light work, so light that
it is not possible to keep warm.
At minus 40° Centi gﬂde the
blood seems to freeze in the
veins and hands refose (o gxip
any moxr¢
The two women exchanged a
word now _and again until the
cold seemed to make them dumb.
In desperation they broke _off
their work and did a witches’
dance in the snow until they
gasped for breath. But they were
at least a little warm again.
Just as they restarted work
again, Maria asked “Do you know

This is the ninth instal-
ment of the narrative of
Elinor_Lippers experiences
in Soviet prisons and labour
cmpe.

is article are explain-

The prisoners in Knlym
Tived on memories and hope.
But for many, the l&nt
wned both

Turgeniev's poem ‘How beautiful
how fresh are the roses’”?

extraordinary woman found
strength to stand in the snow and
recite its beautiful words so that
the forests seemed carpeted with
flowers and the air filled with
their scent. So powerful was the
impression that now that she i
once again in safety in the west,
Elinor L\pper still ﬁnds that her
memories of the Arctic forests of
Siberia often recall to her the

(Next Week: Women Prisoners’
Lot)
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* AKALI CONFERENCE
* PATIALA MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
* ATROCITIES BY POLICE OFFICIALS

SmNn-‘lCANT develomuents have
The Akali ference,

From Jaswant Singh.

taken place in the Punjab
which was held recently at

Lml.lunu and was ntlenrled by one and a half lakh men and women

—a large number of whom came

with weapons—was enough to

lhrnw light on the mischievous policy of the Akalis.

They shouted slogans: “With
blood dhall be ereated Akalistan,
(he Sikh State”, ete.
conference which was pre-
.)xderl over by Hukum Singh, M.
anded the creation of a Pun-
)ah\ king province which as
Master Tara Singh had defined
would be an area wherein the
Sikhs, constituting a majority,
would act according to their reli-
gio-political  traditions. One
the speakers stated that the boun-
daries of the Punjabi speaking
rovince were practically decided
by Master Tara Singh and others
e knew only this much that
e Sikhs ot only one weelc's
time to act freely, they could ex-
tend their boundaries consider-
ably.
At the fiag hoisting _ceremony,
an MLA. said that the Sikh flag
“ihe flag that Raniit Singh had
flown over the Punjab—would fly
a1l over the world.
Thougx it is puerile to imagine
‘hegemony anywhere, yet the
Soni hesen it the Aleait” Com:
munalists are harbouring, cannot

PATIALA MUNICIPAL
ELECTIONS

In the recent _elections to the

Patiala Municipal Committee, the
Socialist Party secured _two seats
(incontested) and one by defeat-
ing the nominee of the Hindu
Maha Sabha. The Akalis secured
four uncontested seats and one by
defeating ex-Minister Col. Ragh-
bir Singh. The  independents se.
cured two seats uncontested and

gne by defoating_a Congressman.
The and the Hindu
St e sompletely routed:
The elections on the third day
had to be postponed due to the
terrorist activities of the Akalis.

cas
tacked by the Akali {errorist
with the connivance of e

Police.

Finding it impossible to send in
their voters, the Socialists had to
boycott the elections although
their candidate was leading. The
elections on that day and two sub-
sequent days were postponed. An
inquiry is being instituted to find
out whether the elections held
ere free and fair or otherwiss.

'ROCITIES BY POLICE
OFFICERS

Sajjan  Singh _Margindupuri
ML.A. and Bibi Prakash Kaur
recently inquired into an mcldem

of police barbarity. They

that in the village ¥ Bhandi
Sayyedan in Amritsar district, the
Police. in order to take vengence
against the local people stripped
them naked and tortured them. It
said that some of the arrested
were forced to commit incest and
a number of women _were rape
The report sent by the M.L:A. to
the Chief Minister has hitherto
resulted only in the suspension of
some of the police officials respon-
sible for



