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To friends abroad: .

1 would like here to share with my friends some of my ideas about the current,
ideological, and future cuestions of our organization. These ideas do not
differ basically from the attitude of the whole of the OUN in the Ukraine.

I am sending you my ideas because 1 think that no unity is possible between
the two parts of the organization without a wide exchange of views, nor any
real understanding or crystallization of ideclogical or political beliefs
which would be understood by, and acceptable to, all members of the OUN,

Holding fast to the resolutions of the NVZ OUNfresum:ably, the Third -
Extraordinary Great Congress of the OUN of 1943/and proving constantly

how right they are, the QUN in the Ukraine does not identify itself either

with any philosophical ideas or theories nor with idealistic or materialistic
eastern philosophical tendencies., A more detailed. explanation of such a
basically correct attitude is given in the article by 0. Hornovy, What Fhilosophy -
Materialistic or Idealistic - Is Binding for the Members of the OUN.

Here I would like to point out only the main arguments supporting the
attitude described above: \

@&, In the first place, the OUN is a political organization which fights for
political aims. Our supreme poal is to build up in the Ukraire an In-
dependent United Ukrainian State. Every Ukrainian patriot can fight for :
an independent Ukraine without having to subscribe to this or that :
philosophical theory. It would, therefore, be unwise to condition member- :
ship in the CUN to those belonzing to one or the other of the philosophical
systems-and in this way limit the number of members and sympathizers of

© our organizations. 25X1A
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bs  The fdeologlcal nature of the Ukrainien nationalist revolutionsry

' movement, 1s such thav it does not require a prilosoptical «
theoretical justification, Such basic tenets of our ideology as
our belief in nation and a national state and our belief in man
a8 the maln object of a nationsl process &rs formed on the basis
of an analysis of socisl or social-political phenomens and do
not require support or amplification in one or amother branch of

- philosophical science, which is interested primarily in such

questions as which comes firat - spirit or nmatter, Neither
solution by philosophicsl science could have any influence either
on our work for the nation and for our national state or even on
our belief in man as the main object of an historical process,

¢. The dispute betwecn idealistic and materialistic tendencies in
philosophy will remain one forever. It exdisted from the moment
of the establishment of philosophy as a science, it exists now,
and 1t will contimie to exist in the future, Preponderance of
this or that tendency depends on arguments which, at the given
moment, various hramches of science may furnish, FEach new sclen~
tific discovery may strengthen one or the other of these tenden-
eles,; Apart from all that, deduction of two totally opposed
philosophical tendencies is based om twe opposlte types of hman
beings:  one half of Pumenity has always been ready to accept
metaphysical explanations, while the other half has been more
inelined to adopt a realistic, definite, and precise attitude,

d. To identify oneself with one or another philosophical system
would mean that any political movement entering into this fisht
within philosophical science would either have to realgn 1tself
to constant changes in the principles of ideology or have to
mske en immutable, immovable dogma. of it. Neither the ons nor
the other would be advantageous in a nolitical movement,

-8, It vwould be especially futiie for us to identify our movement

with one or another philosophical tendency at present, ‘when, in
connection with the most recent morumental discoveries made by
-sclence, philesephy as such is as yet unable to assimilate or

fully explain it,

f. Without identifying ourselves in any direction in the sphere of
theoretical philesophy, we 8re, neverthelass, today, as in the
past, definitely in support of practical idealism in subordinating
overy indiwidual interest to that of the whole community or caunse
for which the individual fights,

We are definitely in favor of the individual belng puided throughout
his 1if'e, not by ks own selfish interests, but by idealistic aims}
we favor a heroic pattern of life, a qualitatively high individual

as the most important factor in human progress, as the deelding
factor for victory in this fight; we regard life as a permanent battle
in which the victor 4s the one who is stronger than the cthers in
every respect, This is our philesonhy of social life - if you can
cell 1t a philosophy, which does not make us into follovers of

‘materialistic or $dealistic philosophical tendencies, Our own postu.

lates of practical idealism are clearly vwostulates of a moral ordep
or code and, as such, cannot be identified with any particular
doetrine in theoreticel philosophy, Having adopted this attribute

. towvards the prohlem of philosoohy as a whole, we certainly do not

\

think it desirable to identify the OUN with the Christian outlook
upon the world &s it has been advocated by the ZCh OUN (Surma for
February-March 1950%), As I see it, the main belief in the Christien

-eutlook 1s the idea that the world was ‘created by God, that God directs

the world, that there is life beyond the grave, that God rewards the
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good and punishes the wicked, and all eimilar legends from the Bihle
and the chureh catechism, All this has nothing in common with the
work of scientiflc cosmogony and disagrees with the teachings of
science, It seems that today there are very feuv political organi-
zations which would be prepared to take up an officially Christian
outlook as their own with a duty for all their members to subseribe
to it. For the majority of educated people these legends are not .
acceptable, A political organisation which accepts them all s its
own outlook upon the world cannot be regarded by educated people
as gerious, :

In the case of the OUN there 1s one more importent reason why I think
. 1t should not proclaim the acceptanne of a Chrisfisn cosmogony as its
own. MAs a consequence of Bolshevik upbringing, a large part of the: -
Ukrainian nation in the esstern districts is either completely
athelstic or completely indiffevant to all religious matters, And
we have to reckon with them, A Christian cosnogony in our ldeo-
logical arsenal will only repulse these people and not attract them
to the organization, I emphasize that we should not take inte
account the other element of those eastern Ukrainian communities
which, here and there, are still relipiously inclined,

The OUN cannot identify itself with Christian ethics, Or rather, we
must put to ourselves the following question: which Christian sthies
should we adopt as our own? Those which the Christian church has
applied in practice throughout her history, or those 1desls exposed
in the writings of the church fathers or summed up in the church
“eommandments®? In the first case, the ethiecs were those of the
Inuisition, the ethies of the Jasuits, the ethiecs of the Papal
Court in the deys of the Renaissance, and the ethics of more or lass
rapacious clergy., To accept these ethics and inseribe them on our
banners does not mesn that we have adopted morality of a very high
quality, If we accept the other kind of Christian ethiés = the
4dealistic kind - it would mean rejecting the morality of our
Decalocus and all other documents of our morsl code which was

formed on the battle field against oppression and which formed the
necessary corrective to this idealistic Christian morality, 1Is

that in the interest of our revolutionary fight, our revolutionary
movement? Has not the Decalogue proved to be right? Can the mem-
bers of the liberation~revolutionary organisation of the enslaved
nation be quelled in their fight by the ideals of universal forgive-
ness and love,ete,, without which no Christian ethics could be con-
aidered? And what about the principal idealistic and ethical

slogan of Ukranien nationslism: "Fhe Good of the Ukrainian Nation -
Our Supreme Command"? Is it necessary to pull down the Ukrainian
nation from the pinnacle on whiéh we have placed it? I do mot

think so, Of course, if we accept Christian ethies as ours, ve -
shall have to do so if we want to be Christians in practice and not
only in theory, C :

The OUR in the Ukraine considers religion to te the private concern ..
of its members and of all Ukrainiens and supports "freedom of religion
8nd outlook” (Program Recolutions of the Thira NVZ OUN, Point 10,
letter "a®) and, according to these resolutions; supports the ‘separs.
tion of the Church from the State®, It 1s with great astonishment
that we read in the official paper of the ZCh OUN (Surma, Ko, 18-19)
that "anti-national and -anti-nationalistic fronts in ire emigration,
beginning with Seclalists of all sectors and emding vith the Melnyk
group, camouflage their destructive work of nstional outlook and
morality by slogans of militant atheism and materialism, that

® religion is the private concern of the human consclence”, and that
the*Church should be separated from the State as a private association
of belicvers”, Does not the author of this erticle kmow that '
organization / the OUN /. in the resolutions of the Third NVZ / Extra
ordinary @eat Congress_/ (and also in the resolutions of the Second
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General Congress) adopted the attitude which he now eonderms? Does
he not know that the ZCh OUN has officially accepted the resolutions
of the Third NVZ? How can the outside public understand end Judge
such declarations of the official puhlication of the ZCh OUN? Every-
one who wishes it could point to the resolution of the Third NVZ

and prove that our organigstion has also joined this "anti-national

and anti-nationalistic frontf}

To my mind, the following arguments atrongly support the belief
that religion should be the private concern of thre individual and
that the Church should be separated from ttre State:

a. As we propagate the idea of political freedom, we should adopt
the attitude of religious freedom as vell, .

b, No Ukrainian politlcal party or Ukrainian gevernment should
identify itself with any of the existing cturches in the Ukraine,
because these are quite numerous and to identify ourselves with .
any of trem would rouse all the others against us, If the State.
tried to support all churches in equal measure, it would become,,
the object of attack by certain confessional groups, which would
suspect and accuse the State of favoritism towards one particular
church, ’

¢. In some respects we regard the Church as socially hteneficial, but
not as socially indispensable and the State should, in the first
place, . support institutions which are soclally indispensable, This
solution is based on the experience of many nations and parties
and we should, in this case, take advantage of such experience,

d. It 1s tkus that the great majority of the constitutions of the
world resolve this question. Tt should be pointed out that this
solution is based on the experience of many nations and political
parties, In this case we should benefit from this experience,

e. Such e solution could also bring about a healthier atmosphere
within the Church, If today we are conscious of a certain dé-
cadence in the Church and also in religiom, this is the result, to some
extent, of the support received from the State by the Church and
through which the Church often loses the sense of her higher
mission and becomes merely an institution with worldly ambitions
and eims, providing comfortable jobs for the clergy and an addi-
tional source of powsr in the State with all the negative conse-
quences, We can only purify the Church and LFelp her to return
to her proper character by allowing her to rely on her own strength.

The OUN still formulates her supreme idee and the aim of her struggle
im these words: an Independent United Ukrainien State [Ussif.

today we realize that such formulation of our princinal and supreme
political aims 1s not suffiecient, To give an example: It 18 obvious

to the eastern Ukrainians that we nationalists fight for independence
and union, They expected something more; they would like to know for
what kind of an independent and united Ukraine we strurgle, with what
politieal and social-sconomic system, and vhat kind of state govermment,
For these people our formula %an Independent United Ukrainian State”

is quite obvious and does not explain much,

As is known, this formula came into being in particular circumstances.
After we lost the election struggle and fought against the Socialist
partles in the years 1917 - 1920, who placed the question of soclal
system in the State above the problem of independence, we found it
necessary to formulate our supreme ideas and aims concerning independence,
This was necessary mainly from the voint of view of national education
and instruction, ' We wished to spread understanding and the desire for
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independence among the wide masses of the nation, Bat a political
organization canmmot be limited to a formula coucked in such general
terms, A politiecal organisation fighting for that independence must
declare quite clearly for what type of State it is fighting - for a
democratic republicy for a totalitarian type of State, or perhaps

for one or another system of monarchy, :

A clear attitude to this question does not mean that a political orw
ganization would elevate the prohblem of internal State constitutions
above the indspendence of the Ukraine, To.all nationally conscious
vecple, the question of the independence of their country is a ‘
primary concern - above everything else, All this means that; having
in the first place understood her state-independent character, as it
was necessgary to do in those days in circimstances peculiar to the
Ukrainian soil, an organisation should clearly define the kind of
political constitution which 4t envisaged for the Ukrainian state
and this idea of internal constitution should have been propagated
together with the idea of independence and union, We have to admit
that up to now this has not been done and 1t 1s one of the wesaknesses
in our program, This emnty space must be adequately filled, The
formula of USSD in the greater part of the Ukraine has fulfilled its
educational purpose -and our politically ripe organization should mow
proceed to amplify it, It should be mentioned that; in the Soviet
Ukraine, instead of ssying: "We stand for USsD®, it would be more .
useful to say: "We stand for the separation of the Ukraine from the
USSR", There the complex of "union® with the USSR (because that is
wrat is meant by the so-called gll-union complex) is so strong that
the need for senaration must be emphasized over and over again. The
word "independent® or "independence®, if it does not directly and
clearly emphasize the need for assparation from the USSR, completely
loses its effect,

Today we deplore the ides of the USSD aa merely a Ukrainian, independent,
united,democratic republic, Today we camnot be indifferent to the
future form of the Ukrainian state, Ve have our own noint of view as to
what it should be in order to secure the best vossitle conditions for the
Ukrainian nation for general progress, We are definitely onnosed to a
totalitarian, dictatorial system of goverrment and also te every fora

of monarchy as a decaylng institution, The actions of the world today
do not place monerchs on the throme - they kick them out, Of all the
State-constituted forms which humanity has created, we acecept that of
the democratic republie, which, although it has & mmber of nepgative
points, is the best and most sensitle from the voint of view of national
interests as a whole, much more so than a totalitarian dictatorship org
‘monarchy., : ’

In our struggle we always like to refer to the traditions of the strugele
for 1iberation and the building of the State, I think the best we cah do
is to accept the name for the Ukrainian state which was accented by the
Ukrainian nation in the years 1918 1920, nemely the Ukrainian Peopleks
Republic (UNR). Tris name, on the wtole, 1s in accordance with the
cheracter which we would like to give ocur State -.a character of State
govermment, by the people, I do mot think that this interpretation would,
in any way, be contradictory to the idea expressed in the USSDS en the
contrary, it merely defines it more -exactly and clearly,

It 1s, therefore, comvrehensible that I myself and other friends do not
agree with the accusation®* to the effect that the ZP UHVR, in the
declaration concerning the UNR, "has abandoned the princivle of the USSD
and has reolaced it by a State constitutional conception of the UNR",

We also do not agree with the ideas of Surpa (mumber mentioned above)
that, as ocur main object is to destroy the reign of an eternal enemy,
such "mportant matters as decisions concerning the form of internal sys-
tem of the State are at vresent pointless®; also ¥ eessomembers and
fellow~travellers of revolutionary nationalism are trying to substitute
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the supreme political aim of the Organiszation of Ukrainian Nationalists =
the State - by the "Ukrainian Peoples'Republic", which was & symbol of
class struggle within the Ukrainian nation in 1920 - a symbol of national
treachery in these years ....etc.” We do mot agree becasuse we read in g
declaration of the ZP UHVR: ™At this time when we want to clarify the
position of the UHVR,among others, the attitude towards State constitution,
even now the ZP UHVR tries to throw some 1light on the interpretation of
State constitutional conception of the UHVR,......and declares that the
real meaning of the ideas behind the Independent United Ulcrainian State is
best expressed in the neme of the Ukrainian Peoples RepubliCeooesseot

Accepting the interpretation of the USSD as a democratic Ukrainian
Peoples Republic, the 2P UHVR does not identify these traditions or ideae
with the contemporary UNR in exile in its historical aad contemporary
composition,...etc. To my mind, this statement is clearly concerned with
the State-controlled constitution of the future Ukrainian state and not
vith the policy of the URR office in the sphere of party politios, soscial
economy, or military forces, and its attitude toward: Russians, all of
vhich could not be accepted without reserve, I emphasize that our cone
eeption of a democratic republic rests on people; it is not a conception
of an aristocratic democratic repnblic (if such a thing were poesible).
It is in that direction that we try to define the idea of the USSD at
home, And as such an idea inspired the creators of the UNR in the years
1917 « 1920, we, who consider ourselves direct heirs to the lengthy
revolutionsry struggle of 1917 - 1920, should return to this nsme, It
does not mean that we exalt the traditions of the UNR of 1917 1920

or that we wish to continue them entirely with all their mistakes amd
anti-State moves; We only accept what 1s positive and healthy in them,
and this is the ides of the Ukrainian Demogratic Peoples Republic where
all Ukrainians are masters; we reject all that was negative, unhealthy,
enti-national, end anti-State,

The OUN in the Ukraine ‘approves democracy in the State constitution of
the futnre indepandent Ukraine, :

While we approve democracy, we must emphasize that we do mot put it on
the pedeatal of a political fetish; we do not mske a God out of it, We
are conscious of all its negative sides, those which were manifested in
cur oun history and those which we now observe in the contemporary hise
tory of scme mations, We accept this ides of democracy because the ax~
peilence of the past and especially of the past decade has shown that,
in spite of its wealknesses, democracy, not only in theory, tut also ina
practice, has proved to be the best system of State government and the
least avgj. form of govermment, On the one hand we definitely rejeot the
type of democracy which exists today in Francé or Italy, le., anarchic
democracy, and on the other hand we reject the type of Bolshevik
“peoplek™ or "Soviet® democracy, which only covers up the reality of a
terroristic totalitarian dictatorial regime, Generally spesking, ocur
democracy should, on the one hand, secure free expression of all serious
political tendencies in the nation, and should give them the possibility
of organizing activities and influencing the policies of the State; on
the other hand our democoracy must not allow a free development of antie
national forces, This democracy must also provide an energetic govern-
ment and administration. The State govermment should be the instrument
of the will of the nation, It does not mean that it should become 'y
pleything in the hands of party politiciens, of political parties, or
that it should entirely depend on continously changing whims and com~
binations of these parties, This should not hapren, To secure. a fres
expression of the will of the nation and to secure astability, energy, amd
the strength of the State goverrment - these are the two equally :
tant aims to the realization of which our democracy should devote her
strength, The maia task of the authors of the future constitution in the
Ukrainian state will be to reconcile these two principles.
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Further detalled ideas on this matter were published in an article. of a
controversial character under the heading: "Type of Organized Democracy
in the Future. Indépendent Ukrainian State", published here in 1949,

Regarding the question of ownership of means of production, our views
are identical with those of the Third Extraordinary Great Congress of
the OUN, The only change made was in allowing the owmership of smmll
farms, We have made this change for political reasons, We sonsider
that, in view of the exlsting universal hatred of the Bolshevik kolkhos
system, only such a solution can mobilise the Ukrainian peasants for &
fight for an independent Ukraine and also prevent our political ad-
versaries from accusing us before the peasants of being against private
ownership of land by them and that our program only talks sbout land
exploitation end that we are against the interests of the peasants,

To a lesser degree in this case we also considered the arguments from
the socisl-economle aapect..

Why do we advocate national State ownership or communal cooperative
ounership of the principal mesns of production? Speaking of "principal
means of production”, we mean that, in accordance with the program of
the Third Congress;which also revresents our present attitude, national
and State owmership should definitely predominate over private ownership.
This question was extensively dealt with in our various articles:which

-were alse known abroad, Al arguments taken from other economic theories

are also generally known, i.e,, Socialist conceptions, and we shall not
repeat them here. They are either similar to or even identical with our
own conceptions,. :

We admit private ownership in erafts, retail trade, and land ownership

in snell farms, It would also be possible to admit owmershin in light
industry; up to now mention had been made about this in our vrogram,

The social, national snd State, or communel-cooperative area of mational
economy should. definitely predominate over the area of privats ownership,
Only under such conditioms cen the sociel-national oharacter of planned
economy be preserved. Without this safeguard the capitalist system of
econamy would socn predeminate with all the negative social and economie
condequences, The attitude displayed by some of our friends in the -

ZCh OUR, which found expression in thé above-mentioned article of
Surma and other hints in various letters and documents, we consider to

be erroncous, The author of the above-mentioned article in o
simply exnresses his supvort of capitalism when he writess W,..the basic
princivle of the socialesconomic order. and relations in the State should
be the personal and individual social«economic integrity of éach person on
the basis of ownership of means of production and production as such,..
etc¥, This is an open pronngation of capitalism,of which the OUN has so
far been innocent. We edmit that Socialized aconomy has some negative
factors. The State is being handed over a new powerful inatrument of
pressure on the commnity but, because of the sconmic interest of people

in State activities in the really democratic nations in which the State
‘economic policy 4is controlled by the mation, in such conditions the
-danger of the govermmentbmisusing its power for the economic exploitation
,of the community or trying to exercise undue economic pressure is none

existent. 4lso, by using the right policy, it would be possible to-create
ecoromic interest among those who are engaged production and so. create
a stimilue which would [ next word is jllegible / the country‘s economy.
I7 one wers.to strike a balance betwesn the social state system and the
capitalist eystem, teking into consideration all social and economic
positive and negative elements, the credit will aluays remain on the side
of the sccial state system, Anarehy in production, the sharpening of
economic differences between the rich and poor, exvloitation by cne
individual of another, unemployment, and a chronic state of crisis - all
these are inherent to capitalism and militate against 1it.
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22. I do not admit as justifiable the attacks made by Dontsov*** against the

' peblications at home in whichk he denles the necessity for considering the
existing economic situation in the Ukraine on the grounds that this was
created by the enemy occupylng power. Such an attitude may be in agree-
ment with the clasalc theory of revolution, tut it does not correspond to
the true state of affairs or to the real interest of the Ukrainian libers-
tion movement. For what reason and on what grounds should the Ukrainian
government begin to distribute metallurgicsl, chemical, mechsnicul, tuild.
ing, and other works and factories in the Ukraine which, since they were
taken from the forelgn capitalists nearly 30 years ago, have bem under
public ownership? Uhy should they be handed over to private ornership?
Is it because we must reintroduce capitalism with all its negat’ve factors
into the Ukraine? A similar situation exists with regard to smiller
enterprises, It would not be difficult to imagine the storm iy the
commmnity if the govermment started to distribute all these puilic goods
émong private individuals, I consider that we have to reckon teriously
with the economic state of affairs created by the thirty years of Bolshevik
rogime, although in many respects this regime is hateful to us, '

23, The soclety which we are actively engaged in building up and wiich is based
economically on national, State, and commumel cooperative owneiship of the
means of production and volitically on democracy in the State ronstitution
is a classless one, We consider classless & scciety in vhich there is mo
division of exploiting and exploited, or small grouns of rich mid a large
mass of poor people, where one man will not exploit another as is the case
in capitalist society, nor groups of politically and economics’.ly privileged
people who are boyond the control of the nation-megnates who politically
audieconomieally exploit the masses, as is hapvening at presint im Bolshevit
society. -

24, The word "class" has various meanings, smong others, a differsnce in finan.
clal status of various groups of soclety, a difference in pc itical or
economic spheres of various groups, ete, Recently the word 'class" has
been used mostly in the negative sense to denote the privilized or oppreased
groups. We have recently learned to associate this word "class®™ with all
those social iyregularities and social injustices which exist in a capitalist
soclety, When we describe our scclsty as cldesless, we ar¢ emphasizing cur
desire to build up a soclsl order in vhich there will be n; classes in the
negative sense of the word. There will be no division wita exploiters and
-exploited, Wi th rich and poor. Fveryone should undefstan that we obviously
do not mean to arolish classes in the sense of describing am oceupation,
profession, or trade as, for instance, farmers and laborers, Such divisions
are a natural outcome of a division of labor among the pzople and we do mot
intend to liguidate them in our classless sociely; as th's would be absurd,
Such a division will be nurely one of different production grouns, division
of peovle of the same financinl standing with equal rights and equal economic
and politieal standing, but not a division of people according to their
property or economic vosition. Such a division w11l pot be contrary to the
idea of social and economic equality of the citiiems of the State which is
the principal idea of the Ukrainian mational movement, Such a division does
not lead to class struggle} on the contrary, by destroying financial
differences between individuals in society, it eicludes the poseibllity of
:iasa :;rfnre and is the only real supposition of unity and solidarity within

e nation, :

25, While striving after soclal equality and justice in the Ukraine, we are, at
" the same time,aware that the ideal of absolute soiial equality and justice
cannot be reaiiud because the material inequality among human beings cannot
be remedied.. People are different - they are more or less talented, more or
less practical, ete. It will also be necessery in social economy to stimulate,
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in various ways, economic interest of labor in production (inducement to
output, premiums,and bomuses), This will also create certain inequalities,
It 1s, therefore, Utopian to think of a classless society as a state of
absolute equality, This will, hoyever, be a society in which no group of
speculators may exist, no groun of soclsl parasites tolerated, a society

“which will be spared the most glaring inequalities which are today character~

istic of the capitalist or Soviet society, It may be thet some elemsnts
abroad are afraid that the principle of social owmership of the mesns of
production will bring about a new enslavement of the people by the State
and to goverrmental tyranny, in short, to all those phenomena which ve
observe in the Soviet system, ‘

Pirst of all, a guarantee against the enslavement of people by the State,
against tyranny of the govermment over the nation, should be found in a
democratic constitution, When the natlon, through parliament, will exercise
1ts influence on all State policy, including the economic policy, when the
nation controls the administration and exercises its influence on the

.drawing up of nationaleeconomic plans, when the administration itself will

be changed periodically, then it would be imnossitle for the govermment to
tyrannize the nation, to enslave the veople by the State, =11 of which
would be very dangerous for the mation, .

- Secondly, we have to vesign ourselves to the thought that today order and

harmony in society are only possible if the social 11fe 18 organised and
guided by institutions armed with special powers, We all agree that such
institutions in the nationmal framework should form their own states and
state goverments, This guiding and organizing of social life by the State
leads to certain 1imits being impoased upon the liberties and rights of the
individual, and the individual today must agree to such limitation of his
rights, I think that humanity today 1s faced with the dileeme of people
either resigning themselves to a loss of certain of their existing rights
end allowing the State to organise the whole of the fabric of society in
the interest of society, or of insisting on all their rights, in which’

case the State will not be able to exercise sufficlent control over the
soclal life which will develop in a haphazard vay and the whole of socisl
activity will develop into a "free for all"* fight, The rights of the
individual will bs safeguarded but the whole nation will perish and with
the nation the individual too with all his rights, Let the English 1iberals
fight for the unlimited rights of the individual there is no known remedy
for a second childhood in old age. Perhape the columns of the Soviet Army
marching through London will bring them to their senses. Bat 1t will be too
late, We ‘should already today take the attitude that it is assential to
1imit some of the prerogatives of the individusl in the name of a healthy
national cormunity, in the name of the healthy development of' the Ukrainian
nation, This should follow as a natural consequence of our natioml ideology.

I consider that a revolution 1s not an absolute negation of a system against
which it has revolted, nor an expression of opposition to old forms and the
pronagation of something new, wrich has not previously existed; I consider
revolution to mean a synthesis of experience galned through a healthy develop.

ment 1nto a new whole, in which the various, frequently opposing elements

are blended together into one system. Often revolution gives old forms an
entirely new meaning, It is not the form that counts but the sense, the
content, And if the form is good and the contents reactionary, why reject
the Torm together with the content? In doing so the revolution becomes too
theoretical, too dogmatic, and mot practical enough, There are many cases
in history of revolution having had to march in a different direction,

If we look upon revolution from a similar point of view, it becomes clear

that some of cur friends have drawn wrong conclusions from the methods
employed by our oun revolution i the Ukraine, , .
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The letter of the leader S. Biylich, for instance, menticns that "it is
vrong to attack only the factual and to agree with the ideas." It is
necessary to attack the whole system, the ldeology and the practice,

From the practical point of view this is what it looks like. The

Bolsheviks in their propaganda speak of national 1liberty, independence of all
nations, the soversignty of all national states, the abolishment of ex-
ploitation by one man of another, of the cultural and prosperous life

of the great national masses, of the liquidation of differences between

- town and country, between physical and mental work, etc.

Can we say that these ideas as ideas are wrong? Can we say that they are
anti-natlonal and reactionary? I am sure that every working man will
egree that these ideas are right and sane. And so do the masses of the
population under the Soviets. If that is 80, then we must not attack
these ideas or we shall find ourselves opposing the national masses as
reactionaries hostile to progress. This does not mean that we should not
attack the Bolsheviks who only formally propagate these ideas. They
only talk about them but do not practice them; they use these good ideas
as a cover to camouflage their radically anti-national policy. That is
where we must attack them,and in doing so we attack the Bolshevik practice
and not the ldeas. Experience proves to us that, so far, we are on the

- right road; otherwise we should not have a proper ideological basis for

fighting the Bolshev;ks.

It is quite a different thing when we meet with Bolshevik ideological
theories which are wrong, as for instance, Stalin’e theory of the possibility
of building Communism in the country or the theory of the superiority

of the Kussian nation, etc. In such cases we attack the theory as well,

I do not consider that "such an attitude is equivalent to capitulation

or weakness." There are no feelings of capitulation, no ideological .
vacillations or weaknesses amongst our cadres.' On the contrary I must
affirm here with all authority that our cadres live in a state of such
ideological exaltation, in a state of such consciousness of their :
ideological value and strepgth, of full consciousness of thefir ideological
superiority over the enemy, as pever before in the history of the
organization., . '

I do not altogether agree with the statement that only a "categorical,
total, and radical negation of the cnomy, of his faith, ideology, the
whole of hiz teaching, his theory (as I understand it « it would be
necessary toc reject all the ideas propagated by the enemy), and his-
practice will give our revolution a strong

ideologicel basis and will attract the masseés by the strength of its
faith; it will convince and inspire." I rcpeat: the negation of the
enemy need not be absolute in the sense that it is necessary to reject
even the good ideas which the enemy is applying by false methods.,

- Furthermore, this negation need not be extended to certain forms created

by the enemy if they are not anti-national in themselves. For instance,
we reject -Bolshevism but we must acknowledge as right the idea that ex-
ploitation of one man by another should be abolished; or again, in re-
Jecting Bolsheviks, we cannot attack tha wides;read school net in the
USSE, since the secondary schools in villages, in themselves, are not
anti~national. We can only attack the very special use to which the
Bolshevike subject their school system. e also cannot reject the
Bolshevik system of health centers in the villages or free medicines,

we could not entirely reject them and yet you could not maintain that
such an attitude would not influence the mass of the people or would not
"convinee them or inspire tham." .
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- 36, In these letters. a view was expredsed that we should avoid in our propaganda
" literature the use of Bolshevik terminology, such as nationalization of

th: means and reserves of production, classless society, stc, I consider
that in most cases it is impossible to- do so. To oppose the enemy even

in the sphere of lexicology 1s simply beyond our power. How would one
"change and find a_substitute_for such Ukrainian_expressions as "Znaryaddia®
[;ot translatablg?&"Zasovy'[paans‘of productiog7, and"Wircbnit" [Eanuf:ctur- s
a Ukrainian word for production and private property.or communal property -
(State-national or cooperative), which the Ukrainian lexicologists expressed
by a word "Ususpilnennya" Z;bcializatio§7o And as we Ukrainians from Galicla
‘have to learn the Ukrainian language from the eastern Ukrainians also, why
should we look for other expressions of the same idea? and how to express
this idea in a different way? We have to make use of such lexicons as are
slready in existence and not worry about creating a new terminology. Apart
from this, we write and compose our publicatlions with a view to reaching the
Bastern Ukrainian public brought up in the Soviet school in the Eastern
_Ukraine, or,if you prefer it, Bolshevik terminology, and we have %o write in
such a way as to be understood by them. ‘

37. 1 do not gonsider right the point of view expressed by Ivanov Junidentified
peeudonym/ in one of his articles in which he states that our organization
up to 19L) wds "no more than a camp of active battle against the occupying
powers," that the organization was "not a political party in the right sense
of the word, but rather an all-embracing resistance movement,etc." Our
organization, from the moment of its inception, had clear political aims and
was always a political organization; it had its weak spots as a political
body but that is a different matter and it doeés not deny the political character
of the organization. . I consider it wrong to talk of our organization as
merely "a camp of active battle" and to deny it any political character
before 1941. ) _ '

38: 1 &lzo consider wrong the statement made by M. Frokop Zz-member of the ZP UHVE?
in the article Ideological and Program Questions. of the Ukrainian Independence
, to the effect that, up to the year 194l, the OUN did not Properiy
value the role of the masses engaged in the struggle. The cult of heroes:
in the OUN, the emphasis on quality in selecting the cadres, and the endeavor
to develop high-quality characters have nothing in comuon with the conception
of the Russian popular idea of "herces" and "mob." The OUN rightly understands
the value and mezning of advance-guard in the revolutionary liberation fight.
The masses will rise in the struggle if they are led by carefully trained and
organized advance-guards. The liberation movement will be vigtorious if the
revolutionary advance-guards are followed by the national masses.” Such are
the mechanics of the liberating revolution and the OUN has fully understood
this.

39.. D, Kamyanetski 4Eh unidentified pseudony§7 in his letter said a few bitter
. words about the low political ideas of the cadres in the Ukraine. He sald

the same about our publications and used the proverb "not good in writing, not
good in the head" (this was addressed to the authors of the publications at

homs ).

40. It &s not for us to correct these charges, -We have accepted them. But, as we
are critical of ourselves, so we have the right to criticize others. In my
opinion the proverb “no good in writing, no good in the head" is true, not
with regard to certain people only, but it is generally true and concerns

. friend Kamyanetekl also: It is true that I only know friend Kamyanetski
from his letter but even so this proverb may be extended to this letter.....

41, With this I wish to end. I am aware that in the whole of this letter I have
-~ not seid anything mew, have often repeated what has been stated long ago

or what was mentioned in other documents enclosed in this mall. But,as with
lettere from our friend abroad, although writlen on the same subjects, yat
always bringing something new, I also hope it will be possible to find oome-~
thing new between these lines and to share some peaceful thoughts of which we
are in such great need. That is why I have decided to burden our mail by
these additional sheets of paper. -
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42. 1 send you revolutionary greetings and wishes for best success in the
vgork for the good af the cause which is so dear to us.

Glory to the Ukraine!

August 1950 ) f'oltava
2oaih [ coente:
#Surma is one of the emigre publications of the ZCh OUN under Bandera.

##Contained in a letter from S. Biylich, a pssudonym of Stefan Bandera.

#Dymytro Dontsov, presently in Canada, was one of the ideologists of
nationalism and revolution whose theories were popular among the OUN
members in Galicia up to 1943. Donteov's brand of nationalism resembled
German nationalism and therefore fell intc disfavor along with the Germans.
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