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I, Introduction

Thig discussion im intended to contribute objective informetion about the
Ukralnisn people's independence struggle and freedom movement in the.Ukrainian
homeland, The suthor seeks to be ag objective as humenly possible and to leave
ozt personal opiniong.

A better understanding of the present situntion and development requires a
brief outlime of the history of the Ukrainien revolutionsry movement snd its
orgenizetions. Apart from factunl reporting; pblemlesl nates will be in-
cluded in the discussion bepsuse 8o meny distortlons and so much contra-
diztory information have been mpread sbout the indepsndence struggle and its
organizations - The Ukrainien Supreme Couneil of Liberation (UHVR), the
Ukrsinisn Tnsurgent Army (UPA), snd the Orgenization .of Ukrainian Nationalists
(OUN).. Bardly oue politlesl reporter ean claim to have an acourete plature,

The natural question which arises is how has this happened?

B Fi';st: The Ukrainisn question 1s still unknown in the world in spite of
the liberatlon struggle of thé Tkrainisn people for many years.

b, Second:; Soviet Russimns, Russien emigres, end Blsc & large proportion
of Polew who sre enemies of an independent Ukraine and who do not believe
5 Ukrainisn problem should exist intentionally spread falsified reports
to digtort and slander the independence struggle of the Ukrainien people.

¢,y Third: The Ukrainisan emigration hes not previously been capsble of pre-
genting an mecurste pleture of the struggle in the Ukraine, primerily
because of partisan resmons, Each emigration party tried to draw &
pilgture whish would enhance ite roles

| This threefold felsification prevented the political public of the world
from having & clear pleture sboubt the present #truggle in the Ukralne.

The non-Ukrginisn literature sbout the Ukrainian struggle during World War
IT and at present iz very modest gnd one can barely form an aceurate pleture
from it, A few published works are pited 1n the bibliography, bub they are
not ghle to slarify elrcumatances comprehensively The absenge o & non-
TUkrainian edition of Mykola Lebed's UPA 1s regretteble as well as the fact
that only the Firat part, which deals with the Germen oceupation of the
Ukraine, is aveileble, Until nowy the basic documgrnte of the Ukrainisn
movementy the Platform, the Provisiona ! Comstitution and Proclammbion of the
THYR theleafWBoéﬁ € 'y B £ REBOLW [¢)
TETEL Extraordinery Great Congress OF the OUN, have not been published in
B Forelgn 1BnguBge. i ‘1

Not only does the Ukrainian press besr the bleme for this, but also the world
press, the foreigh langusge periodicals &nd, the publishing Mouses. Even
the merious newspapers are no exgeption in reporting the UPA's struggle only
from the pensational mtandpolnt.

Congldering all these previous difficulties, the author seeks to fill a gsp
with & briefy bub ecomprehensive, pleture of the Ukrainien independence novesw
ment 's politldal conoepis: wnd structure, He has relied on his personal

experisnees #nd knowledge s well as documentmry meterials at his disposal.

Three Perspectives for a Conslderation of the Ukrainisn Question

Sinee the Ukvainisn question is mueh boo comprehengive Lo exhaust here, one
of three possible sppromches has been selected; namely, the politicsl revo-
lutiontry underground snd fts result-the armed militery struggle.

The other twe sppromches are: =) the officiel poliey of the powers whieh have .
oecupied the Ukraine, until 1939: The Soviet Union, Poland, Czéchoplovakis,
and Rumsnis and singe 1944 the Soviet Union alome, and the legal politles

of individusl Ukrainien parties, lnelwding the XP(b)U (the Commmist Party

of Bolgheylks of the Ukraine), eyl b) the stemipoint of the emigration after

World War I and II.
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Since these last two approaches cen gontribute to a elarification of the whole
Ukrainian problem they are not to be rejected. However, they constitute a-
chapter in themselves which can; in ell frankness, obscure and even distort
the present struggle in the Ukraipe.

The promise of the future for the Ukrainisn people binges upon the strenghh

of the politicel underground; therefore, the latter will always be the most
important approach. .The emigrgtion can and will only play a secondsry role,
and 1f 1t fulfills this 1t will have done its duty for the fighting fatherland.
The guilding principle of the Ukralnian independenee movement which holds that
foreign policy is & function of domestle policy means that the center of gravity
of decision is in the Ukraine. Consequently,the emigration can only be the
representative of the fighting homeland, not its responsible political leader.

The inevitable subjectivity which an approach to the independence movement from
the gbandpoint of the hopeland involves does not cbescure the objective pileture
in any case. On the contrary, thie approasch gives & lively plecture and the
political obgerver gains a thorough insight into the complicated characteristies.

This is wcondlitionally necessary for every proper politieal question and the

Ukrainian question 1s a European political question par excellence.

A Survey of the Years 1917-1923 1./

The following document ig iwmportant in regard to Great Britasin's relations with
the Ukralne., It originated in December 1917 after the Ukralnska Teentralna

-Rada, the revolutionary parliement which had arisen in Msrech 1917, proclaimed

the formation of g Ukrainien state on 19 November 1917 under the name of the
Ukrainisn People's Republic (Ukrainsks Narodna Respublyka):

"Repregentative of Great Britain

To His Exrellency the Presildent of the Couneil of M:Lnisters

of the Ukvainiasn Netional Republic

Excellencyt

I have the honor to inform you that His Brittanic Mejesty

has sppointed me by wire as the sole aceredited representative
of Great Britein In the Ukraine.

My government has instructed me to commmicate the

ggsurance of its good will to yows . It will, with gll its
strength, support the Ukrainian Government's undertaking

of making a good government, of maintaining order, and of
combating the Central Powers, which are the enemiea of
demoeracy end humenity. In thet which concerns me particularly,
Mr. Pregident, I have the honor of assuring you of my

full cooperation in the reglization of our common idesl.

Picton Bsgge
Representative of Great Britain
in the Ukraine.”

Mr. Picton Bagge had previously been the British consul at Odessa.  General
Tabouls, "Commissaire de la Republique Frangaise", submlitted a document of sim-
iler content to the Ukrsinian government s} the time [_— Dmytro Dorosk@nko:
Istoriya Ukrainy 1917-1923 (History of the Ukraine 1917-1923), Part I. Time
of the Central Comneil, Ushorod, 1932, pages 234-236. Ukrainian./

The Ukrainisn Peoplefs Republic, whose Central Council declared its politiesml
independence and sovereigoty on 22 January 1918, was unsble to cultivate its
relations with the Entente. It had to conclude & peace treaty with the Central
Powere at Brest Litovsk on 9 Februsry 1918 because of the war with the Russian
Soviet government of People's Commisesrs which bad started on 17 December

1917. The Ukrainian national government only sueceeded in liberating the coun-
try from the Russisn Bolshevik invasion with the help of German troops.

Frictions and tensions between the Ukrainisn government a.nd the Oberkommsnde

of Heeresgruppe Ei¢bhorn arose slmost immedistely, even though the treaty of
Brest had recognizea th.e Ukminianjeopla ‘s Repwblic and respect for its soveriegnty
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might hmve been expested. The Cermen command removed the Soeigl Democratic
government, drove the Cenbral Cowdell gpart, and favored & putseh by General
Pavlo Skoropmdski., He took the historicel title of hetmen as head of the
gtute. This period of Ukrminisn history is verified by the German and .
Augtrisn documents which are published in the gollegtion Zusspmenbruch der
Deubschen Okkupetion in der Ukralne (Collapse of the CGermmn Oceupstion In
The Ukraine).. in 1936 it sppeared in Moscow in Russian, and in Germsn ip
Strasshurg.

After Germsny's sollmpse, & npbiodel uprising broke out in November 1918
meningt Skoropedskits govermment, The latter had in the meentime proelaimed
the federstion of the Ukrmime with Ruseia.

Ukrainian politiesl publieiste and writers of memolrs still elaim today

that Skoropedskits proelemstion followed the suggestion of Entente diplo-
mates at Sofia dnd Jagsy who mede it = gonditlon for negotiating. Frange and
Britain's attitude toward the Ukraine ghenged wompletely in the course of a
yenr, snd Paris and London no longer liked to hear about the midgsions of
Picton Bagge and Genersl Tabouls. .

The Nationsl Directory, which took over the Ukraine mfter the vigtoriows
uprising, tried to awsken an undérstanfiing for Ukrainian aspiratlons of
independence In the Entente., It pointed to the danger of the Bolshevik
Revolution which sought to further 1te revolutionmary aims with sloganr about
"the rights of nations to self-determination %o the separation and formation
of independent stetewn.”™ (Thils slogen was sdopted in April 1817 by the VII
Party Congress of Bolsheviks), However, at that time, the Entente supported
Kolehak, Penikin, &nd other Russisn generals who were wnable to melze the
wegpon .of the Bolsheviks either in thelr netional concepts or socisl poliey.
On the conbrary this policy wes only grist for the Bolshevik mill, Lenin,
Troteki, and Stalin knew what use to mmke of the Entente's mistakes by also
elgiming to fight for the national almg of people suppréssed by Tsariem.

The Ukrsinisn Natiomsl Directory with Simon Petlura &t the hemd was left coms
pletely to iteelf in these fateful struggles; at the end of 1919 it hed to
elesr the babtlePield and seek an alllgnee with the newly drested state of
Poland, whose head, Pilsudskl, had & greet understanding of the danger

from the gast, In April 1920,Poland and the Ukraine coneluded s tresty in
conjunebion with a militery convention. A Joint Ukrainlem and Polish
tampalgn led to the liberation of Kiev in May 1920, bub it hed to be aban«
doned soon Bnd the joint sarmies had to elesr the Ukrgine. Polend deserted
ity Ukrainisn ally in the peace treaty at Rige in 1921 when it recognized
the Sovist government in the Ukreine. The regular war between the Ukralné and
Mogoow ended at that time.

Thpre were only two ways in which the Ukrainian people gould fight for
their politiesl independence and sovereignty in thig situstion:

#. To master the Ukrainian Soviet Republice from within by strengthening
the Ukrainisn element so that a separation from Russis would only be &
guegtion of time. '

b. T6 eontinue the regular war with Insurréctlons which wonrld not allow
the Soviet Ukraine to be stabllized and thereby prepare the people for
& natlonal) revolution,

The Ukreinian Netional Commnizts, the left-wing Sewilal Revolutionaries, sand
the Independent Sosial Democrats took the Tirst way. Thelr efforts met

a tragic end in the thirties when they all becams & paerifics of the purge
end liquidstion miehinery.

Our disvuBsion is only Interested in the sepond wsy becaume it proved to be
gorrect higtorieally. Those who took the first way were by no meane traltors
to the idem of Ukrainisn freedom end s Ukrainian gtate. While they tried

to bring the Ukrainian people its social and national freedom, thelr trogedy
18y in plaeing the social above the natleonal. The year 1923 sealed the
Ukrainian independence struggle politieslly end in internationsl law, The
Ykraininn Soviet Republie became & part of the USSR, whils the Comnell

of Ambagssdors finslly granted the west Ukrsinisa territoriles to Poland

ascrer/conwor-us |G
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The Ukrainiasn Revolutionary Underground Movement Between Both World Wars

in Merch 1923.

The national insurrestion against Skoropadskil's government was only able to
pucceed bezmuse the Nationml Direetory hed the Sieh' Riflemen, the best
Ukrsinian military unit, op its side. This unit, which was under the command
of Bvhen (Hugen) Konovalets, grew into a corps in the course of 1919.

Konovalets and his officers, seeing that the Polish-Ukrainisn slliance could
not bring the Ukrainian independence, resclved to wage the battle by other
wegns, Individual uprisings broke oub ageinst the Soviet regime bub they
lacked wnified militery and political leadership. With the gomplete bresk-
dowr. of the Poligh-Tkrainisn campaign; the officers of the Siech' Riflemen
gongidered 1t thelr duty to organlze such a lesdership.

The idesn of an underground organization which arcse at this time led to the
founding of the V0SS (Voyskove Organizatsiys Sitshovich Striltsiv -~ Military
Crganization of Sich' Riflemen) in Klev, the eapitel of the Ukralne, Its
main task was the unifted lesdership mnd coordinmtion of frmed insurrectionary
setions, Ab the same time,the WO (Ukrainska Voyskoya Organizatsiya -
Terainian Militery Organizetion) #rose in Lvov (Lemberg) and conducted the
revolutionary struggle against the Polish occupation, Both wnderground
organizations were subordivaeted to the so-called "Riflemen's Cowneil™,

which wae headed by Colonel Konovalets.

The insurregtionsry 2etions in the Ukrasine did not lamt long: The Cheka
eliminated the VOBS ag a eentral lpstitution apd shot ite leaders (Opoka

and Andrukh). Aetuslly the skillful policy of the Commmist Party In the
netionel and social Fields, rather then the terror of the Bolshevik sequrity
police or Mosgow's overwhelming militsry power, pub an end to the inguwrrection-
ary action whigh continued in fndividual territories until 1924,

The so-enlled "Ukrainization period” decefived the masses into belleving
that the Ukrainilan Soviet Republle wad s Ukrainien state which could be
enlarged into & neticonnl mbate., The somewhat libveranl perilod of the NEP
gove wany the hope thmt the Commmilst eeonomle system had to and would be
modified wnder the pressure of realities. These two facts were the mmin
regsons why evéry reslstance movement In the Ukraime had o disintegrate
and dissolve.

The underground movement felt eompelled to pursue another taetic which involved
the penetration of the state ami Party apparatus. It had great suctess until
1932-1933 when Moscow struck e great blow at the "loeal' nationalists in

the individual mewber republics. Already in 1929 the security police un-
covered the SVU (Soyuz Vyzvolemnys Ukrainy - Union for the Liberatien of the
Ukrgine), made up of leading Ukrainisn Intellectusls, arrested its members,
brought them to trial In the begimning of 1930, end condemned them to hard
labor in Siberisn soncentretion csmps. At the same tlme,the pollee eliminsted
secret youth groups of the SUM (Spilke Ukrainskol Molodl -~ Soclety of Ukrainisn
Youth). The so-called "Committee of Three" of the GPU sondemned and executed
thousands of arrested mtudents and youths, Over 2000 young Ukrainiang were
phot in Kharkov, which was the sapital of the Ukraine at the time,

Iona Emmnuilovieh Balytski, the People's Commissar of the Interior in the
Ukraine {chief of the GPU}, gave & report to the Ceniral Commlttee of the
Ukrainisn Communist Party (TsK VEP(b) U) in 193% sbout gombating the Ukrsinian
nationgllst counter-revolution. ®e enlisted the following mecret revolus
tionary organizations: The Ukralniasn Wationsl Center, the Ukrainian Military
Organization (UVO), the the Organizmtion of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN).

This was the second great blow to the Ukrainlan underground.,

The third ogtéurred in 1936/1937 in gonnection with the great purges and
liguidatlon whieh were carried out in the entire Soviet Unlon. At this

time 8 ruthless liquidstion of all netional Communists, former Soelsl
Revolutionsries, and Social Demoecrats, who hed submerged inmbo the Ukrainlan
Communiat Party, took place. MNMeny members of the Ukrainisn resistance movement
were nlso ligquildated.
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Between this wave of terrcr which Yezhov, the GPU Peoples Commigsar s tonducted
and the cutbreak of the Second World War in Eestern Europe in 1941, the Ukrainisn
underground .was only able to maintain a very camouflaged exlstence, It must

be pdmitted that the 1llegnl network of this underground became very thin and
hadby be limited to individusl persons iIn eech town, and even then not in

every town, But this underground outlasted the furles of Bolshevik terror,

In 1939, when the Soviet Union annexed the western Ukrainian territories of
Gelizis and Volbynis, and in 1840 Bukevina and Begsarabiae, OUN members estabe
lished their connection with the 1llegal network.

From the UVQ to the QUN:

After World War T,the territoriez of the Western Ukraire - Galiels, Volhynis,
Pldlyaska, Polessye (Polissym, Polessiye), Bukovine, Bessarabis, end the
Carpetho«Ukraine - fell to demoerstic or half democratic giates like Polend,
Rumanis, and Czechoslévakia. 'Thusg ; -this gave the Ukrainian underground the
opportunity te develep & kind of "stete within s state™ in splte of police
pursuit,

The UVO, which was founded in 1920, changed from en organizstion of military
conspirators to & politicel revolutionary movement under the infivence of the
maggey revolutionized by 1%, It adopted the title Organization of Ukreinian
Natlonalists (OUN) at the Flrst Congress of Ukrainien Nationsliste which took
place in .Vienns in Februery 1989. ‘2‘:/ The Congrees elected a lesdership known
88 the PUN (Provid Ukrainskykh Netslonslistiv - Directorate or Leadership of
Ukrainian Natlonalists) which embreced members. firom the Eastern Ukraine, the
Western Ukraine, and from the politiesl emigration. Colonel E. Eonovalets,
the founder of the VOSS and the UV0, wes elected head of the Provid (Holova
Provedu) .

Party headquarters were mafwiained abrosd, while the OUN's press orgen, Roz-
budove Natgii (Construction of the Na.ticni, 8 monthly perlodical, was published
at Prague for the years 1928-1934. Esmch part of the Ukraine which was occupled
by & foreign power had a KB OUN (Krayeva Ekzekutyve - territorisl executive
tommiftee)s & K& OUN of the Western Ukraine 1in Polend, & KE of the Carpatho-
Ukraine in Czechoslovekia, and s KB OUN of Bukovins and Bessarabia in Fumenia.
The KE OUN of the Western Ukraine becsme the main foundetion of the OUN's
politieal sctivity. This was beneficial, in that the population .of the Western
Ukraine had en especially naticmal consclousness and fully supported the OUN's
politieal mctivity. On the other hand 1t gave the OUN more and more of g
Wemtern Ukrainian character end an anti<Polish attitude whiech made it Judge

the situation In the Soviet Ukraine from this standpoint. .This does not mesn ;
-however; that there were nc conneections between the Provid of the OUN and the
underground in the Soviet Ukraine.

The revolutionary temmiong:. reached such & high point in the Western Ukraine
in.1930 that the Polish government felt compelled to intervene with the most
brutal means in the so-called. pacification action which embraced slmost every
Ukrainisn town end vill#ge =sud sroused such attention abroad. The Poligh
action eame before the League of Nations snd resulted in & protest by members
of the British Parlisment headed by Rys Devis.

1934 was mnother high point of revoluticnary activity, the Polish police elim-
inated almost the whole of the UUN territorisl executive committee of the
Western Ukraine and carried odb mase arrests among the population. Meny Ukraine
ieng were delivered to the newly constructed concentrstion camp at Berezsa
Kextuska. The police declared that its action was & reprigal againgt the attempt
sgainst the 1ife of Colonel Bronislav Pleracki, the Polish Minister of the
Interior. {The OUN declared in & pamphlet that the attempt was a punishment

-of the one chiefly responsible for the "pacification” of 1930).

A laweult againat the KE OUN of the Western Ukraine in 1936 at Lvov followed

& great lswault mgainst numerous memhers of the KR QUN of the Western Ukraine
for the attemptan Pleracki which tock plaee in Wersew in 1935. Both lewsuits 3
especially the stenographic and press reports in Ukrainten and Polish newspapers,

N
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offer comgrehensive materlal on the concepts and aetivity of the OUN.

The blows of the Polish administration and police eould not paralyze the revo-
lutionary activity of the OUN because the latiter was too strongly rooted in the
Ukrainisn population and the politieal gomls of the wnderground coineided with
thoge of the people. The Polish polley of represgion and extermination con-
tributed to .revolutlonary agitetion.

The importance of the Ukrainlan underground grew not only in Poland but also
in Rumsnis (a lawsuilt was brought against the OUN members &t Chernovisy in

. 193’()‘ and Czechoglovakia., The OJN contributed a great deal to the construction

of the sutpnomous Carpatho-ikrainian state in Okechoslovakis in 1838-1939.

The "Karpatske Sich”, whlch formed the basis for the Carpstho-Ukrainian army

in March 1939, csme intoc existence on the initistive of OUN members who occupled
leading command posts. Tt wae compriséd primarily of OUN members who had
regolved o resipt an atteck by the Hurgsriasn Hdnoveds.

The Demth of the Leader of the OUN - E. Konovalets

The building of communications between the Provid of the OUN mnd the Soviet
Ukraine led to the tragic death of Evhen K'xmcvrxlats, the founder and lesder

of the UVO gnd the CUN, on 23 May 1938 4t Rotterdam, Holland. A GPU agent

who penetrated the OUN‘s lines of communilcatiap delivered a time homb to Konow
valets, Konovalets was the most striking persdnallty of the Ukrainian indepen~
denes movement between the two world wars. (Until now, the most comprehensive
chargeterization of Konovalets sppaared in the periodical Vysvoluoa Politiks,
Yolume II, No. 1-2 {11=12), January/Februsry 1947, pages 17=25, V.P.S: 'Eyhen
Konovalets - Abtempt at s Characterization.” This article salso clarifies the
resgons for his murder at Rotterdam). :

(folonel Andriy Melnyk became the successor of Konovaleta. A. Melnyk; his
clogeat collaborator at the time of the Ukrsinish war of independence in 1917«
1921 and chief of staff of the Sieh Infantry Corps, ftook over the leadership

of the Organization .of Ukrainian Fetionalists (OUN§ in October 1938 and was
confiymed in this post by the Second (Great?) Congress of Ukrsinian Nationalists
which took place in Rome st the end of 1939.

The following leading personslities of that time are identified: Colonel
Evhen Kenovalets, Omelsn Hrybivski-Genyk, Captain Riko Yary, Dmytro Orlyk-
Myron, Mykels Sciborskil, Dmytro Andriyevskl; Kreminegki,Volodymyr Martynets,
Zenon Kogsak, Mykhsylc Buzar-¥olodzinski, Yeroslav Bsranovskl, Colonel Andriy
Melnyk, Stefsn Banders, Ivan Babrusevieh; Sydir Chuchmen, Mykols Lebed, Varos
slay Starukh, Iven Mitrings, ete.

Two Years of Peace in Easstern Europe (1939~1941) )

The Second. Congress of the OUN took place shortly before the ocutbreask of the
Second World War and balenced accounts for ten years of setivity. The Provid
of the OUN saw in the mpprosching storm of war an opportunity to convert the
Ukraine from an obJjeet into a subject of world politics., The firgt two years
@id not confirm these expevtations. The Western Ukraine, which was the chief
reservolr of Ukralnlan revolutlonary forees, fell to the Soviet Union through
the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact of 23 August 1939 and wes incorporsted info the
Soviet Ukrainian Republle after entry of Soviet troops on 17 Sepitember 1G39.
The Supreme Soviet of the Ukrsine and the Soviet Union ratified the union on
1 November 1939.

This was & blow for the Provid of the OUN which had not reckoned on such a
development .,

In all objJectivity 1t must be smid here that the Provid of the QUN steked &
great deal, though not everything, on the German card. This stake was, however,
on the German, nob on the Natlonsl Socialist card. ‘The OUN never entered into
relations with the NSDAF, on the ¢ontrary they were alwaye hoztile to each other,
&5 the flocuments which the Western Allies have of hand .will confirm. The cause
for this is difficult to explsin eince many German snd Ukrainian documents are

not available.
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Ferhaps their hostility may be expleined by the fmet thet the gosls of the
QUN, which were neither racist or enti-semitie, were dlametrieally opposed
to thoge of the WSDAP. The OUN fought for the political independence gnd
sovereignty of the Ukraine, while the NSDAFP sought living space for the
(ferman people in Poland, White Ruthenls, and in the Ukraine. The CUN saw
the shanee of restoring the netionnl Ukrainisn sitate in the Europesn war
which had broken out, Cerman policy required great caution because it -
made use of the Carpatho~Ukraine to make Pbland more compliant, and later
to tie Hungary to the German side and to play the Soviet Unilon against
Poland. {See Stalin‘s speech to XVILI Congress of the Communist Party

of the Soviet Union on 10 March 1939, in which he compered the Carpatho-
kraine to a mosquito to which one wished to annex the elephant of the
Soviet Ukraine.) : '

Ip the summer of 1939 the Western “kraine bepame a bargaining point to insure
the neutrality of the Ukraine in the German-Polish war.

The younger elements of the OUN, especislly those in the Western Ukralne,
who hed borne the main burden .of the struggle and who were determined to
rontinue the stubborn atruggle agsinst the Soviet Union thought the caution
well placed, On the basis of the forelgn situation, the Provid of the OUN
cautioned restraint,

The Crisis in the OUN

As & result of this sttitude of the Provid of the OUN, a revolutionary
apposition developed and selected as thelir spokesman Stefan Bandera (o
distrlet leader of the Western Ukraine in 1934, was sentenced to death in
+he Pleracki trials and the sentence wag later commmted to life imprison-
ment) and Volodyvmyr Lopatynskl {this is & cover nane ) .{He was the OUN
Aistrict leader of the Western Ukraine in 1939), -

The gituation beceame worse. O(n 10 February 1940 & Revolutionsry Command

of the OUN was established and was given full responsibility for the unders
‘ground movement in the Ukraine. In August 1940 it eame to an open bresk
which resulted in the formation of two Organizations of Ukrainisn Wationals
ists and both groups started to fight each other. One was under the command
of Bandera {called "Banderivi") and the other under Melnyk {"Melnykivi™).
Although the erisis was of a politieal nature, personal ambitions of the

two opponents played an importent role, This gplit remaina to this day

and 18 being continued sbroad among the emigrants.

The congress of the OUN in Krakov in March 1941, also designated the Second
freat Congress, brought the OUN under the leadership of Stefan Banders.

The Situation in the Ukraine

The OUN in the Western Ukraine, which continued 1ts underground setivity
after the entry of Soviet troops, recognized the party leadership under Bandersa
becauge the latterts revolubionary attitude and politicsl activiity corres-
ponded more to its own., The OUN used this oppertunity to builld up the wesk
communieations with the national underground in the Western Ukraine. This

- waB 8 difficult tamsk vecsmuse, since the formation of the Soviet Ukrainien
Republic in 1921, a strongly guarded border existed between the various
Ukrainisn territories which could only be crossed with an official pass.
Wevertheless, the OUN sent numerous emissaries into the Soviet Ukraine

who either crossed the border illegally or went as workers to the induetrial
centers of the Donbas. The OUN also mede contact with Ukrainiens who came
to the Western Ukraine as administrative officisls and soldlers.

The nests of resistance in the Soviet Ukraine were strenghtened., The most
positive mspect of the new situstion was the wnified organization of the

national underground which thereby added to its gtrength and revoluticmary
gignifisance.

At the ssme time, the OUN tried 1 become aetive i forsign  sffeirs for
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which the Finnish war offered an cpportunity. Mykhaylo Kachwar, who was
killed in the Ukrailne in July l9ll-~’+x travelled to Finland through Sweden

a8 g delegate of the OUN to organize an asction among the Soviet~krainian
prisoners of war. The Finnish Army command wanted san OUN delegetion to
establish contzet with the Soviet Ukrainian regiments (4% Soviet divisions)
on the Finnish front,; but the rgpid conclusion.of peace thwarted the dlspatech
of such a deélggation, KRachmar tried to establish contact with the Britieh
in Stoekholm through the Finns; but the British showed no Interest in the
Ukrainign question.

In the meantime the OUN, which had strengthened its 1llegal network, planned
an insurrection in the Western Ukreine where the lines of ecommunication
between the Soviet Union and Germsny ran. One must bear in mind the military
importance of such an insurrection in 1940. The failure of Kachmar's

mission in.Stockholm and the complete disinterestedness of the British
rulned this plan since 1t could not assure a success in foreign affairs,
Furthermore, all signs pointed to & future armed conflict beitween Germany
end the Soviet Union which would once more offer the chance of presenting

the Ukrainien problem.

1% should be emphasized here that only the OUN .led the struggle agalnst the

oppressors of the Ukrainian p=sople.

For a long time there hed been no Ukrginian parties 1n the Soviet Ukraiae,
In order to remove the possibllity of persecution of 1ts members by the
Bolsheviks; all parties like the UNDO (Ukrainske Natsionalne-Demokratchne
Cobyedennye - Ukrainlan Natlonal Democratic Union), the USPR {Ukrainska
Sotsielistichna Radykelna Partiya - Ukreingien Radical Sosiglist Party),
the ¥NYe (Front Natslonalna Yedannys - Front of Fetional Unity), ete,

were diggolved. This politicael maneuver did not help and numerous membera
of these parties, including lesding perty poritlgians; were-bsnished .
to Siberlan concentration cemps. Many members, however, Jolned the OUN as
the only party with a purposeful will from 1939-19)41y through the Germsn
oceupation of 1941-194k4, and the return of the Russisn Bolshevik occupation
of 1943-1945. Subsequently it grew in extent, For this reason there is
ounly ane 1llegal Ukrainian party, which, however, does not pursue total-
itarisn tendencies nor a one perty system. The QUN 1s fightirg for a
liverated Ukraine in which "freedom of the press, speech, opinion, econviction,
faith, and world outlook" shall exist. The OUN fighte "against the official
imposition of philosgophiecal doctrines and dogmas." (Cited from the OUN
Program, Chapter II, Point 10, peragrepb a,which was sdopted bty the Third
Extraordinary (rest Congress of the OUN meeting in the Ukraine 21-25 August

1943.) 3./

The mistake of the party politicians in dissolving their parties rather than
going underground became clear during the (erman oeccupation. At that time
the organization .of political leadership for the underground and the UPA,
the resistance army, proved very diffieult.,

Will the Ukrainian Question Be Reviyed?- The War in Eastern Europe

When the CGermsn-Soviet conflict broke out on 22 June 1941, many Ukrainieps,
ineluding some OUN members, falsely believed that Germsny would solve the
Ukrainian question as 1t had the Slovakian in the spring of 1939 and the
Croatisn in April 1941.

The Provid of the OUN under Bandera entertained mno auch illusions about the
Germans and resolved to present them with secomplished facts, Since the
OUN eculd not teke the full responsibllity for all future stepe, it decided
to form a representative Ukrainian Natlonal Committee (UNK), which the
repregentatiyes of all former partiles agreed to Join with the exceptdon

of Melnyk®s followers. Shorily before the outbresk of the war prepasrations
were concluded for a congress to meet on 22 June 1941, not suspecting that
this was the date for the outbresk of the war in Eastern Burope. It was

8 question of a congress of the political emigration and its party repre=

sentatives,
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The congress took place . in Krakov and elected the following directors of
the Ukrainian Nationsl Committee; Genersl Vsevblod Petriv, President;

Dr. Volodymyr Gorbony, First Vicespresident; Professor Victor Amdriyevski,
Second Vice-president; and Professor:Dr. Stefan Shukhevich, Secretary
Genersl. The following Ukrainian politiciens glso belonged to the Committees
Vasyl Mudry, Mykole Livytski, Dr..V. Yaniv, Iven Revlyk, ete; On 23 June
a memorandum was presented to the Chancellery in Berlin demsnding recog-
nition of the natural rights of the Ukrainian pecple for their own inde~
pendent state by the German government. Two days before, the leaders of
the OUN submitted & memorsndum of a similer content to the proper German
ministries.

These memorands remsined unanswered becasuse Nazil Germany had its own plans
Por the Ukraine and had no intentions of recognizing the rights of the
Ukrainian people. Hitlerts proclamation of 22 June 1941 did not mention
netionalities of the Soviet Union, .to say nothing of their righte.

The only possibility which remained for the leaders of the OUN was to
face the Germen governmeht with accomplighed facts. In addition, it was
necessary to uniesk the imperialistic aims of the Nazis, sinee their com-
plete war propagende was' bullt on the slogan "liberation from Bolghevism".

On 30 June a provisional Ukrasinian government was formed in Lemberg {Lvov)
and 1t proclaimed the restoration of the Ukrainian state, Since the plan
called for the proclemstion of the state government in Kiev, the Lemberg
government bore the name "the territorisl govermment of the Western Ukraine".
This is what the Metropoliten Archbishop Andreas Count Sheptytskl called

it in a pastoral letter of 1 July. Under the Impact of the .contemporary
politiecal situation, the territoriasl government became the provisional
state government of the Ukraine in the following days. The Ukrainian
population in the territories of Lvov, Drogobych, Rovno, Volhynia, Stan-
1slev, end Ternopol, as well as in some ralons of the territories of Cherno~
vtsy, Zhitemir, Vynnytsya, Kemenets«Podolekl, Kirovegrad, and Kiev demanded
that the renaming be publiely announced.

On 30 June & provisilonsl Ukrainian government was formed 4n Lvov and it
subsequently proclaimed the restorstion.of a Ukrainien state.

The provisionsl government comprised the following memberss © i

Cheirman, for socisl and labor matters - Yaroslav Stetsko
Pirst Deputy Chairman for health matters - Prof. Dr. Panshychyn
Second Deputy Chgirman « Dr. Lev Rebet
Political Coordinetor - Ivan Legends-Klymiv (a district leader of the QUN)
Foreign Affairs - Volodymir Stakhiv; his deputies: Dr. Kost Pankivski
and Dr, Maritchak
Interior Affairs - Dr. Ivan Lysy
his deputy for Security Matters ~ Mykola Lebed
Military Matters - General Vsevolod Petriv
his deputies: Col., Riko Yary, Alr Force
Maj« Roman .Shukevich
Capt. Aleksander Hasyn (or Gasyn)
Agriculture and Food Procurement - Eng. Fugen (Evhen) Khraplyvy
Forestry - Eng. Plasetskl
Econemy, Industry end Trade - Prof. Eng. Yulian Pavlykovski
Deputies: Eng. Dmytro Yasiv and Roman
Tlnyteki
Finance -~ Qlkhovy
Information, Press, and Propsgande - Hay Holovko
Deputy: :Ysroglav Starukh
Education and Culture - Prof. Dr. Volodymyr Radsykevich
Deputles: Representative of the Orthodox Church
{name unknown)
Father Prof. Dr. Havryl Kostelnyk
25X1A (Catholic Church)
Prof, Turshyn (for universities)
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In addition there were two members of the govermuent whose nemes are not
known: one for trangportation and one for postal service,

The German govermment, whigh zoneldered the Formetlon of @ Ukrsinian govern-
ment provouative, deeided to liquidate the Lvov "eoup". Heinrieh Himmler,

who was commigsioned with the ligquidation, brought the leading members of

the government Yo Berlin. Here they were put under some pressure to renounce
the proclametion ebout the recreation of the Ukrainian state and the Ukrainian
Government. The Cermens resorted first to srrest and then imprisonment in
wvontentration camps when their dermnd was sbsolutely rejected st the beglnning
of Augumt, On 15 September 1941 the Cestapo made mess srrests of OUN members
in the Ukrainisn territories slready occupied by the Wehrmseht. First it sent
the prigonere to prisoms in Lvov, Krekov, and Berlin and later to the couneentraw
tion camps of Secheenbausen end Aubchwitz. Stefan Bandera, who wae srrested
on 27 June and detained first at Kraskov snd then Berlin, wee kept under strict
guard and in isolation at the songentration camp of Sachsenhausen until

27 September 194k,

Also arrested were Y. Stezo, V. Stekhiv; L. Rebet, R, Yary, Plasetski
(shot in Lvov in 1942), D, Yasiv (died in Auschwitz)}, I. L. Kilymiv (arrested
in Lvov Bnd tortured to death), snd R. Ilnyteki,

The Ukrainian guestion was opened, but the Ukrainians stoed on the front
agringt Nazi Germay.,

The New. Situstion in Esstern Europe and the New Tasks of the Ukraindsn
Revolutlonary Movement '

Gather_ing of New Revolutionery Forges

Mykols Lebed writes sbout this new pexlod of the Ukrainisn Revolutlonary
moverent in the book The Ukrainian Insurgent Army, page 163

"he Ukrainisn independence movement snd its politieal carrier, the OUN,
entered into s new phase of the struggle in combating the Germsn oceupstlon.
Widespread revolutionsry underground activity with the aim of mobilizing
the masses mround the idea of political Independenee distinguished this
period. An epen fight was impossible and useless for the following
respong:

#, The entire territory had to be cleared of Bolshevik agents so that
the latter could not ecapitalize on the struggle for independence.
Tt was not waged against the Germans to facilitete the return of
Bolshevism and the Stelin diletatorship.

be The Ukrainian masses, who had hoped for Libersmtion from Bolshevism
. snd the ereation of an independent state, were not yet prepared for
g direet struggle. Firsht they had to recuperate from the Bolshevik
terrar, to organize, and to learn to know the new occupier, his
system of domination,and his methods.

¢. Under the Bolsghevik occupation the leading cadres of the Ukralnian
people and the OUN had suffered important losses. When the Bolshe~-
viks retreated they had butchered tens of thoussnds of Ukraindan
prisoners.

d. After the blows of the Bolshevike snd the Germans, the OUN had to
reorganize, incremge its strength, and adapt tecties snd crgeniza-
tional methods to the mentality and methods of the new oceupier.”

Mykola Lebed, who was & member of the provisional Ukrainisn government and
st the same time Deputy Chairman of the Provid of the OUN under the German
ogeupation, succeeded in eveding arrest by the Germans.

At thig time the commapd of the hour for the Ukrainian underg:rox;nd was "Gathering

of New Forces."
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During the second hal% of Beptember l9h;,the First Farty Conference of the
OUN tock place umder the chairmanthip of Mykola Lebed. The situstion in

the Ukreine was discussed, and the provisional OUN government of M. Lebed

wepg confirmed, end the following guiding principles for the immediate

future were mdopted:; =a, The infiltration of lower administrations with
nationslistic Ukreinians in order to continue the mebivities of the Ukrainian
state government; b. the dispatéh of leading members of the OUN into the
territories of the former Soviet Ukrainisn Republiec in order to eontact

the Ukrainisn underground movement there; ¢, the dissolution of the
kolkhozy and sovkhozy, and the storage of grain for the Ukrainisn populatien
in order to prevent famines; d. the securing of printing presses and manning
editorial smtaffs with relisble Ukreiniasne In order to utilize the press for
furthering the ides of an independent Ukraine; e. active resistenee sgainst
the delivery of grein to the Germmns; f£. enlightening the populstion sbout
the forced deportation of workers to Germeny; g. edurational preparation
and metivities for the metive battle mgeinst the German oecupation together
with simultaneous measures ageingt any efforts for restorstion of Bolsheviem
in the Ukramine; h., the collection of wespons and smmmmition for an srmed
conflict against the German occupstlon forces and 1f neeessary also agalnst
Bolghevist Russians; and 1. supplementing the perty program and politieal
prineiples of the OUN wlth the politicel and sovisl advances of the Ukrainian
people achieved under the Bolshevist regime.

These resolutions which were adopted by the party conference show the
departure from the 1llegal and political metivity of the OUN. All activiw
tieg were directed towmrd the preparation for an srmed struggle and the
defense of the Ukrainlan people ageinst the Cerman despotiem and the repe~
tition of the Bolshevist terror regime. The decigion on point 1. proves
that the OUN will adept itself to the conditions in the Eastern (Soviet)
Ukraine.

As has already been mentloned, in the ¢ourse of its development the OUN
sdopted In part a Western Ukrainian character snd was an outspoken nation-
alist periy in its political program. This may have been suffdeient for the
Wembern Ukraine where the feeling of nationality was very pronounced. It
was not, however, suffloient for the Eastern Ukraine where the population
wes elready politieslly conselous &f a Ukrainian state, and asked for a
precisely formulated deseription of the nature of an independent national
Ukrainlsn state, Words about the national struggle of independence did not
guffice. They demsnded mecurate information abeut the construction and
social structure of such & state. If the OUN wanted to mobilirze all the
people for the Independence struggle, 1t had to meet the demands of the

people.
The Sseond Party Congress of the OUN in 1gh2

The Second Party Conference of the OUN took plaee in April 1942 end its
regolutiong dealt with the following:

"We base our policy on the following:

8. On the formstion and extension of our own revolutionary forces, both
political and milltary.

b« On & policy of revolubtionary struggle which is dependent on ne one.

e¢. We oppose the Russian~Bolehevik foreign policy concept of the
International, and the German idea of & so-called “"New Europe”
with the internstionsl concept of & just, natlonal, political, and
economic rew order in Eurupe based on the prineiple of free national
gtates conforming to the solutlon 'freedom for all peoples and men .t

d. We emphasize the ides of an independent Ukrainian setate for whiech
the Ukrainiaen people have sought constamtly. ss a.nesesfiby. Only
a Just solution of the Ukrainian gquestion can establish the
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balance of power in Eamstern Burope and guerantee a Tree life to
the nations oppressed by.Moscow.

VII. We regerd the so~called egrarisn reform as an economic maneuver
designed to divert the Ukrainien people from their struggle for their
own govermment by securding the power of the German occupation with the
help of a supposed measure of liberstion. The so-called agrarian reform
does not serve the interests of the Ukrainlen peasantry, but the
exploitive and practical gims of the Germasns who wigh to obtain as

much bread and lebor power as possible.

¥XI. We conduct & eritique of the German eponomic system by means of
the enlightenment of the masses and by combatting the opportunists
and the gervants of slavery . . . . »

. XXIV., We comriect the reriticlsm of German ‘colorial poliey i -the:central
snd eastern territories of the Ukrsine with the combatting of the
Rugsian Bolshevik influences and the partisan mischief instigeted by
Russisn imperialism...”

Tt should be added in explanation that the OUN wes completely sbsorbed in
the extension of & thick network of underground organizations &inge it knew
that only wnified sctions of resistance could lesd to .success, For this
regson .the OUN had to take a strong position towsrd the partisan misehief.
The OUN wag not interested in the collepse of Germsn imperislism, but in
the restoration of an independent Ukrainisn state. The OUN held that there
was still time enough for an armed attack on the Germsn occupstion. Besldes
the Ukrainian underground had no wish to pull the hard pressed Stalints
chestnute out of the fire,

Mention of the agrarisn reform referred to Rosenbergts decree of 16 January
1942 about the new agricultural order in the eastern occupled territories.
Practically, 1t only involved & change of neme from kolkhoz to "Gemelns
wirtschaften™.  The Deutsche Ukraine Zeitung (Germen Ukraine Newspaper)
declared that the reform ‘"should in the Tirst place guarantee a maximim

of agriéulturasl schievement."

The ordinsnpe about compulsory labor service of 19 Decepber lf}?hl was designed
to inecreasge considerably the Ukrainian labor forces for the German war
industry.

. Sinece the sgraridn reform provided the legal besis for the robbing of the

villgge - population and the lsbor ordinance the pretext for men hunts to
augment the number.of deported workers in Germany, the OUN hsd to organize
the Ukrainian masses ageinst the consequence of both.

The OUN Joined national politieal tesks with praetlcal setions in the
economle and sociel fileld.

Since this discussicn is limited to the contribution of & better insight
inte the politieal and organizstional construction of the Ukrminian inde~
pendence movement; no detalled picture of the Nazi and Bolshevik occupation
can be given. That is why the terrorist mctions of German security and
occupation forces and the Ukrsinian counter-measures must be omitted.

The system of terror in the Ukraine was the same as in the rest of Europe,
only perhaps more cruel.

Out of Nothing Grows s Reslstance Army - the UPA

The Ukrainisns had more difficulty orgenizing an underground army than any
other Furopesn nation. In Europe there was recourse to the military ex-
periences of former officers, to their professionsl knowledge and to sn in«
tact officer's corps. The Ukrsinians only had a few reserve officers at
their dispossl apart from & few revolutionary fighters with sufficient
militery talents.

While other Europesn . nstions could count on material, moral, military, and

political support from the freedom loving Allies, the Ukraine had to rely
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on.its own stréngthq

The Ukrainian people did not lack the will to fight, even though their
immediste future was not a8 hopeful as that of the other European natilons
who had no foreign occupation to fear after the defeat of the Germans.
The Ukrsinianes had to count on & continuation of the struggle for indepenw
dence againat the Bolshevik dictatorshilp sfter the end of World Waer II.

Unlike the West, the Ukrainisn people never let themselves be deceived by
the demoeratlic and anti-imperialist phrases emenating from Moscow.

In spite of all these difficulties, one of the most powerful resistance
armies of EBurope, which could herdly be surpassed by any other, arose in
the Ukraine.

Since the gim of this discussion 1s to present a politieal survey of the
Ukrainian independence wovement, & detmiled description of the construction
of the resistance army and of 1ts operational and taetical effects would
he pointless.

The First Armed Cleshes

Alresdy during the leet few months of 1941l the OUN .organized small. armed
groups which acted as body guerds of individual revolutionaries, since
every request for surrendering ldentificatlon cards by Germsn security
patrols (SD) could be snswered only with shots. Individuasls mo longer

‘let themselves be captured without reslatanece ss happened during the first
half of September. However, there were not many armed clashee becsuse the
membersg of the OUN avodded encounmters with those patrols or they mansged
to obtein freedom of movement through other means (forged identifiestion
papers, march orders; ete.).

After the Seeond Party Conference of the OUN took place and the resclutions
end directives of the conference were dilgtributed over the country, inereased
terror measures of the SS were to be expected. .Organized resistance sgainst
the forced deportation of laborers to Qermasny ceused an incresse in the
nurmber of persons having to go into hiding. The number of troops of the

OUN inecressed and armed clashes became more frequent,. By spring 1942 the
number of these troops grew to guch an extent that an . unorgaenized and un~
coordinsted revolutlon was feared. The wooded areas of Volhynils, formerly

in Polend, and at the 19392 border of the Soviet Ukraineyoffered particularly
good hiding placeg for these troops which were orgenized into larger sections,
into so-galled military units of the OUN (Viyskovi Viddily OUN). Smsll
seale engagements of these wnits were avdided, beceause a8 still further
wegkening of .the fighting spirdit of fthe Soviet Union was awaited.

The time for an open asrmed struggle came in the summer of 1642 when the
conflict between the egricultural Sondérfuehrer and the Ukrainien peasants
over the harvest broke out. The peamsants, supported by the "people in the
waods", followed the directives of the OUN and refused to make grain de-
liveries. The militls units which the (Cerdan administration sent against
the "Ukrainian forest” and recsleltrant villages Joined the resisbance
movement with.thelr arme. Thereupon, the Germsns . sent PoIfsh poliece
units from the Generalgouvernement, organized Sondersbtellumngen composed

of Poles from Volhynis, and dispatched Russlen units, The die was cast for
an srmed struggle.

The OUN ¢ommand took the inltiastive in the formation of & militaery general
ptaff congisting of former Ukrainilan officers of the 1917~1921 Ukrainian
ermy as well as of the Polish end Soviet Army. All "pattalions of the

wooda" end the militery unita of the OUN were aubordinated to this general
staff and veceived the same deeignation: Ukrainian Insurgﬂnt Army (Ukreinsks
Povstensks Armiye = UPA).

On 14 October 1942 the first open battle took place and the Ukrainian Tnsurs
gent Army received its beptism of fire.

Colonel Savur took over the cammand of the Norfhern UPA Ga'ou;p and Colonel
U [T ALY -
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Stupnytski beceme his chief of staff. The latter was & general staff officer
of the Ukrainian People's Republic (UNR) Army between 1917«1921, and was
promoted to general in 1944, He end Col. Savur were later killed during

the batile agelnst the Bolsheviks.

The combat ares of the Northern UPA Group ineluded the distriets of Volhynis
(Lutsk, Rovno, Zhitomir) and Polessye (Pinsk and Brest-Litovsk).

In 1983 the following combet areas of the UPA were established:
a. UPA Group East (reglions: Ksmenets-Podolekl, Vynnytsys, and Kiev)
b. UPA Group South (regions: Bukovina &nd Odemsa)

e. UPA Group West (Galician regions: Stanislav, Lyvov, Ternopol,
Drogobyeh, and, since 1945, elso the Carpatho-Ukraine).

During 1945 the UPA Group Westmark was formed and it embraced the territory
west of the Curzon Line in Polend. It wes dlssolved in spring 1948 after
the Ukrainien population wae deported fram the territories west of the

San -and the Bug Rivers esnd the West-Besgkids.

.The names of the commnders of these UPA groups sre not listed because
it hes botnbesh. 2itabiished whether they are still sctive or died in battle.

High Command .of the UPA

The military general staff was later transformed into the High Command

of the UPA .which wes headed by Colonel Taras Chuprinke (a pseudonym). 4./
(Chuprinks was promoted to general by the Presidium of the Ukrainisn Supreme
Couneil of Liberation (UHVR% on .19 February 1946, effective 22 Januery 1946).

Chief' of the general steff was MajJor Perebynis who wes killed on .1 November
1945 and posthumously promoted to general. :
1

The UPA issued the following politicsl theses to the underground army
~entitled: What Does the UPA Fight For?

. .. "The UPA fights for an Independent r .. United Ukr&inisn State (Semo-

s, et iyterfinborne ‘Ukkaifska Bprzhéva R)USSD) and together with other )
oppreseed peoples fights for -independent national states on their own
territories. We recognize the right of every people « Poles, Czechs,
‘Rusgians, and others ~ to thelr own state in their own borders. We
only fight againgt imperlalists and their servents. The UPA defeats
all thope who seek to mubjugate the Ukreine in .one way or anocther."

Further on in the thesgs we read:

"Pesgants, workers, and intellectusls in the ranks of the UPA fight
againet the oppresgors for nationsl end socisl liberstion, for a
new state order, and for & new gocial order in the Ukraine.

They fight for the destruetion of the Bolshevik kolkhozy and the
German Anwirtschaften, for lend for the peasants without eome
pensation, for a free econcmy, and for the free use of the products
of lsbor,

They fight for the nationml-state ownership of large industry and
cooperative ownership of small industry.

They figh‘:s for the participstion .of workers in the factory menagements
and for the professionsl but not psrty commission principle in .the
management .

They fight for the respect of the intellectual professions,
for the creation .of materisl conditions which will epgble the intel-
lectusl to dedicate himgelf to eultural sctivity without worrying
about the future and the fate of his family, snd for working conditions
which will enable him to enrich his knowledge and to raise his cultural
milieun,
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They fight for the freedon .of the press, speech, religion, and philos«
ophy and sgainet the imposition of doctrines or dogmes.

They fight for the right of national minorities to cultivate their
national eulture...

s0q.We fight to have every nstion live freely in its independent state,
for the sbolttion of nationel oppression snd exploitation; snd for the

only politieal system which ecan lead to a solution of the national and

sotlgl question in the whole world, a sBystem of free natlonal states.

csosWe shall only schieve vietory with a national Ukrainian revolution
involving an armed struggle. That is why no one can stand aside and
only observe and wait."

Thege new principles which were adopted by men who decided on an open and
grmed fight were new in the Ukrainian liberation movement particularly if
compared with the resolutions of the First (Viemna), Seecond (Rome),snd
Second (sic). (Krekov) Congresses of the OUN,

In the years 1929, 1939, and 1941 the ideology of the OUN was extremely
nationalistie, strongly lesning on other European nationsl movements (Italy,
France, Germany, and Belgium)., It elearly had suthoritarien end even totale
itarisn tendencies,

The new politiesl progrem criginated in the struggle with the two authori-
tarisn end totglitarian powers and this struggle hed to be executed not only
physically but first of all ideologically. The UPA thesis, What Does the
UPA Fight For?, was o camplete re-evalustion of previous axioms which 1t
eppeared were not to be sheken. This was the consequence of two undergroupd
movementg, one of which had existed in the totalitarian reality of the Soviet
Union and the other 1n the territories of the Western Ukraine, growing into
each other, The first relected totelitarlanism in every form even if 1t
came from the right snd pledged itmelf to a demoeratic constitutlon and a
Just socisl order, The second wes only filled with the spirit of a national
glan and dild not concern iteelf with constitutional and social questions.
Under the impact of a struggle against the totalitarian terror of a nation-

.alistie occupatlon power and against the propagenda for the return of a

Lommunist eolored authoritarian regime of Russien imperialism, a political,
national, social, and cultural program was developed which conformed o
the democratic traditions of the Ukrainian people. )

The 1deas of the UPA found a mighty response in the Ukrainian working
population and among the idealistle youth, demonstrating that a carrect
step had been taken. Thus, the UPA became a politiesl-military force

of the Ukrainilan people. In lts new development the OUN only had political
tasks to fulfill, which became specially apparent .ln the decislve year

of 1943.

The Year 1943 in the Ukraine

The ‘Third Party Conference of the OUN took place on 17 ~ 23 February

) 191+3,,at.vfhich time directives for an open armed conflict were laid down.

The followlng are extracts from these resolutions:

Marticle 1 The present war in the east which was unleashed in the
interests of Germsn National Socialism and Russian Bolshevism is
being conducted for reactionary and anti-popular purposes; namely
for the colonisl exploitation and plundering of people and countries.
This brings with it a moral, economic, social, and polltical exploi~-
tation and subjugation; in other words a complete suppression and
gubjugation of people and nationalities. This war is especlally
being fought for the possession of the Ukraine, which 1s considered
by both German and Russian imperialism ds the central goal of their
expansion policy in Eastern Burope and as the base for further ag-
gresgion.”
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"Article 6; The Ukraine is a8t present between the hammer and anvil
of the two opposed Iimperiaslistic powers from Mosecow and Berlin;
both consider the Ukraine as their colonisl territory....."

Article 22: We recognize that only organized armed efforts of the
Ukpainian people... ean lesd to the reaforation of a Ukrainian state. ., "

"Article 24:; The execution and realization of our revolutionary
liberation plane and aims of our struggle for an Independent United
Ukrainian State..., required and continue to require the task to
strengthen and expand mew egenters of organized niight of the people™.

This conference of the OUN confirmed herewlth the initiative of the
party leadership in the formeation of s specipl militery organpgzation
for armed resistence, the estmblishment of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army
(uPA}e ;

During the first half of 1943 the UPA experienced rapid growth: eager
and able-bodied young Ukrainilans, coming from all classes and all reglons,
streamed into the Porests of Volhynia., Large areas were lilberated from
the German administration and the UPA had to set up its own eivil admin-
istration. This task, too, was mestered. So-called "UPA Republica"

were formed where the entire 1ife of the Ukrainien population (administra-
tion, eeonomics, education, church, printing press, health service, ete.)
was under the supervision of the UPA snd 1ts various organs.,

Numerous publications, appearing either Periodically or non-periodically,
were issued. To enumerate them all would take an entire chapter. Only
the most important ones are given here:

8. Povsatanets (The Revolutionery) - organ of the press department of the
UPA.,

b. Ideya 1 C (Idea and Action) - organ of the party command of the
Orgenization of Ukrainian Nationallsts (OUNZ,the then leading organ
of the Ukrainian underground movement.

€. Za Samostiynu Ukrainu (For an Independent Ukraine), organ of the regional
headquarters of the OUN for the eamtern and ecentral districts of the
Ukraine,

d. Za Ukrainsku Derzhavu (For the Ukrsinisn State), organ of the regionsl
headquarters of the OUN for the western district of the Ukrainian
revolutionaries,

e. Perets (Pepper) - a satirical publieation of Ukrainian revolutionaries,

Later, in 1944, there also appeared the publication Visnyk (Gazette) as
the organ of the Presidium of the Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation
(URVR), which, in 1946, was renamed Zamostiynist (Independence) and which
continues to the present.

In addition there were numerous printed and mimeographed leaflets, daily
reports, radio broadcasts, and propasganda pamphlets.

The Third Extrsordinary Great Congress of the OUN

The Third Extraordinary Great Congress, which met from 21-25 August 1943
under the protectlon of armed UPA units, made sccounts of the previous
activity of the OUN? confirmed party leadership's activity, and made the
regolutions of the three party conferences its own. These resolutions were
elaborated, made more exact, and extensively interpreted.

The Congress made many changes in the party, the most important of which
was the substitution of a three member party bureau for the former party
leader. This bureau (burcau of the Provid), which was completely res-
ponsible to the party executive committee, was to make decisions between
the meetings of the committee, which was itself responsible to the party
conference or the congress. This finally eliminsted any trend for a

B
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leadership principle which some QUN circles sought to esteblish. New
men, who bhad dlstinguished themselves in political ard armed struggle,
were elected %o the burean, while the former deputy chairman of OUN
retired. In Wovember 1945, Taras, a& member of the bureau, met & hero's
death.

In addition, the Congress adopted a new party program which,in the intro-
duction,is called an "achlevement of the theory and practi®e of the last
two years." Also included in the introduction to the party program is
the following:

"The ides of the new soclety is the free man. Even though a free
act 1s the fundsmentsl impulse of social life, it canrot be directed -
towards personal materisl interests and lead to the exploitation

of other free men as happens, for éxample, in the capitalist system."”

These principles greatly resemble the fundamental thesis of What Does
the UPA Fight For? of Octcber 1942. A few points are cited for compari-
son:

I

1. "The OUN fights for an Independent United Ukreinian State and so
that all people can live & free life in their own independent state.
The abolition of nationel oppression and esploiltation of one people
by apother, and & politicel system of free people in their own
independent shtates is the only order which will bring a Just solution
of the national and socisl gquesstion in the whole world.

5. The QUN is for the complete liberstion of the Ykrainlan people
Trom the Bolshevik Russlan and German yoke and for the creation of .
g Ukrainian state without large landowners, capltalists, as well as
B.olsheg'ik commissers NKVD executioners, and Perty parasites {party
bogses)}..."”

iT

"Peagants, workers, and members of the intelligentsia fight in the
ranks of the OUN agminst the oppressor, and for the Ukralnian state,
for national and social likeration, and for a new state and social
arder.

1. They fight for the deatruction of the Bolshevik and Germen system
of serfdom in economic organization. Operating on the principle

thet the soil is the property of the people, the Ukralnian government
will mnot impose a uniform system of farming. The question of individe-
ual oF collective farmihg will be left to the will of the population,”

The program for the workers was almost indistipguishable from the UPA
thesis of 1942. The workers should "participate in the management of an
enterprise, "every lebor can cnly be done voluntarily," for which the worker
shall recelve a Jjust wage, and the workers shall have a share in the
profits of an enterprise.”

The progrsm of the OUN insists upon free trade unions and the sbolition of
the Stakhanovite system. Hapdicraft shall be free and the craftsmen
shall have the right to unite volurtarily in handicraft artels.

Only smell trade shall be private; large trade szhell be natlonalized
and medivm trade cooperative.

The party program, which was worked out in detail, had the following
to say about the rights of citizens. The OUR fights for:

"10.

a. For freedom of press, spesch, thought, religion, and world out-
look; against the offlclal imposition of philosophlcal doctrines

and dogmas.
ssorer-comzoL/ oo
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b. For the freedom of worshlp, in so far as 1% does not confliect
with soclal morality.

¢. For the separation of chureh and state,

d. For cultural relations with other peoples, for the right of all
citizens to travel abroad for the purposes of vacation, study, and
to become acquainted with the 1life and ewltural achlevements of
other peoples.

11. For the full right of nationel minorities to cultivate their own
culture,

12. Fqr the equality of sll Ukrainian citizens regerdless of thelr
nationality in all politieal and eivic rights and duties and for the
equal right of all to work, Incame, and recreation.™

Some Furopeans might consider thls program dated because many of 1lts demands
have been achieved in Europe, but for a nstion which has only known a system
of totelitarian dietatorship for over 25 years, the pointe in the progrem

are fighting slogans. The Introduction to the program says among other things:
"4 program must 8lso be a mighty weaponr ¥Which must lead to the increase of

our powers and facilitate our victory.” The long resistance of the Ukrainian
people and the resistance movement demoristrate that the idemlistic prineiples
of this resistance have the power to mobilize and to Infuse the people with

an enthusiagm for sych a struggle.

Fighting slogans joined with the honest conviction that they can be realized
guarantee the victory of people sbtruggling with totel tyranny. The idea of
freedom is indivisible and 1t must be reslized in personsl, politiesl, nationsl,
goceial, and economic areas of life.

Erepavation for the Fight Against the Return of Bolsheviem

The Third Extraordinery Great Congress of the QUN iz a symbol of the increased
power and importance of the UPA on the one hand and of the withdrawael of the
Germsn ocecupation and likewlse the ardvance of the Saviet Army on the other
hand. The problem now was to prepare for an even more difficult struggle,

to arm ocneself for 1t morally and idealistically, and to organize more
tightly politieally.

The strength of the UPA end its combat operations assumed sueh a volume
that one political organization eould not carry alone the full responsi-
bility for this armed confliet. The battle for independence and natiomal
freedom was not to become the concerrw of one politiecal organization for 1t
had already become the cencern of the entire Ukrsinisn population, Thus,

& solution had to be found for the amsumptlion of the political responsi-
bility. A nationsl resistance center comprising all political feetions

had to be formed. Unfortunately, there were no longer any other partiles

in the Ukraine; some of them were obliterated in the 25 year siruggle
against the Bolshevist regime in the Eastern Ukraine and formed a unfted
underground movement, while others - in the Western Ukraine - were disbanded
in 1939. There did exist 1in the Ukralne the semi-illegal OUN group under
A, Melnyk which, however, following extended negotiations, refused to set
up such & united resistence center. The reason for this refusal was that
the group desired to continue its fight only under the anti-Bolshevisgt
banner snd it displayed a very reserved mititude with respect to the con-
tinuance of the ¥ight sgeinet the Cermsn occupatlon. At the beginning

of 194k4 the leading personalities of this group were arrested by the Gestapo.
The group had not profited from its reserve. In addition, there was also

a small illegal group of the Ukrainien People's Party operating in Volhynia.
The negotimtions with this group unfortunately led to no success either.

The Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation (UHVR) and Its Aims

In the summer of 1943 the Soviet Army begen its attack for the reconguering
of the Ukraine, and, by sutumn, reached the Drepr River. At the beginning
of November Kiev, the ceapital of the Ukraine, fell, and sll cblasts located
on the left bank of the Dnepr River were reoecupied by the Soviet Army.
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The UPA, opersting in the woo
obleasts located on the right

ded area in the western part, i.e., in the
bank of the Dnepr River, found itself between

the hammer and the anvil. This was the start of the two-~front warfare

with 811 1ts fateful conseque
UPA., The continuation of the
armles gave 1t the moralw-pol
agalnst the Moscow regime. T
it in this heavy struggle.

ncesd. But there was no alternative for the
struggle against the retreating German
itleal strength to resume slsc its fight

t knew that the Ukrainien people would follow

Toward the end of 1943 the wooded Carpathien region, too, became & combat

erea of the UPA. The UPA uni

ts which were formed here were subordinsted

to the ecommend of the Western UPA Group.

The Germans fought the UPA un

its with foreign troops: wunits of the

legions of eastern people (Turkestaniane, Uzbeks Turkmen, Kazekhs, Azer-
‘baidzhanians, Armenians, Georglans, Tatars, etcoj as wall as regiments

of the Centrel-Eurcpean Allie

By predominently Hungarians. The command

of the Northern UPA Group in Volhynia established contact with thege

antl-partisan units, and as t
foreign soldiers deserted .to .
foreign units within.the UPA.

he result of skillful explanations, these
the UPA in large numbers and formed sutonomous
The Hungarian regiments displayed a bene~

volently nettral attitude, concluded & "non-agression paet" with the UPA
and even assisted 1t with weapons. The situstion wes simllar as to the
Rumanien regiments in the combat area of the Southern UPA Group.

ALl these facts - in internal

and foreign politics - ensbled the High

Command of the UPA to grasp the initiative, to resume negotiations.with
the existing Ukrainisn politieal circles (es mentioned . previously, parties

no longer exiated)in-order to
of the Ukrsinian resistance,

form & representative central politiesl organ
The High Command secured the full agsistance

of' the QUN whose leadership declared 1ts readiness to follow the commands
and directives of such & central body. Negotiations were carried on with
the following eircles: The Christian-Clericals, Monerchists, Christiane

Soelglists, Nationsl~-Demoerat
Soelel Democrats. They ended
sent delegates to a committee
at & political platform and t
center of resistence. .It wae
Ukrainien people.

8, Socimlists, SocialqRevolutionaries,.and the
An complete success. Each of these circles
whose tagk 1t was to arrive

0 establish the constitution of such s political
agreed .upon to direct a proclamstion to the

All representatives agreed that the struggle against the German .occupation
fust be continued, even though the Soviet Army had .occupled more than half
of the Ukrainian territory. The risk of a two front war had to be taken
to bring the independence astruggle to s successful concluslon, because

neutrality towards the Germsn
Bolsheviem away.

The Founding Congress

The seeret congress of repres

8 would have teken UPAfs weapon against

entatives of all Ukrainian politieal groups,

which were determined to fight aetlvely for liberation, opened.on 15
July 194k, Representatives from all Ukrainien regions were present, UPA
detachments guarded the safety of this meaningful congress.

-The outcome of the congressional work wes the formation of the Ukrainian

-Bupreme Couneil of Liberation
"supreme orgen of the .liberst
of the Prcclamation,gvl

(Ukrainska Holovna Vyzvolna Rade) as the
ion fight of the Ukrainian people" in the words

The council elected a permanent Presidium headed by. a president which
‘had. the task of meking important deeisions, otherwise left for the congress,
during the periods between congressional meetings., Representatives of all

political groups were elected
congressional approval of the

to the Presidium. The Presidium suggested
cheirman of the Council of Secretary-Generals

(of the executive orgen of the UHVR). He appointed the individuml secretary-
generals; such as, for militery affairs, foreign affairs, internsl affairs,
Tinance, etc. The Supreme Commerder of the UPA, Cenersl Taras Chuprinka,
became Secretary Genersl for Militery Affairs. Mykola Lebed became Secree
tary General for Foreign Affiars, end Rostyslav Voloshyn~Pavlenko, who
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- wee killed later in,19Wk; was appointed for Internal Affgirs, The names of
the other secretary-genergls carnnot be mentioned for security reasons.

The Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation sddressed .a Proclamstion
(ealled ."Universal” in Ukraintan) to the Ukreainian people which was distrie
buted .on both sides ¢f the eastern front by soldlers of the UPA and by
members of the Ukraintan resistance.

The Proelamation stated the following smong other things:6./

"The UHVR places the following vow in your hends; Ukrainien people.

To fight so that you will be the only master on your soll,

To fight for a Just soecisl order without oppression and exploitation,
for the destruction of serfdom, and for the free labor of the Ukrsginien
peasant on his soil,

To fight for the free labor of the workers, for the broad initistive

of the working population in all fields of economic activitx,and_for
the full development of Ukreinian nationsl eulture."

The UHVR had the following to say about its origins:

"Warious freedom loving revolutionary forees and various political
factions from all Ukrainian provinces have united in.the UHVR. They
congider the political platform of politiesl independence eas the only
proper one.

The UHVR is the highest and the only governing organ of the Ukrainian.
people during the period of 1its revolutionary struggle, until Ghe
organizetion of s government of an Independent United .Ukrainian
State "

The. Ukrainian underground printed this Proclamation on the anniversary of
the founding of the UHVR in July, and distributed it in all Ukrsinian
territories, This Proclemation; which was especially widely distributed
after the Second World Wer upon the return .of Soviet troops from Central
Europe, .1s not only well known in the Ukraine but &ll over the Soviet Union.

The political Platform circumseribed the gosls snd tasks of the UHVR as
followss 7./

2, ."To unite and coordinate all independent forces of the Ukraine within
and outside the country...

b, .To set up the ideological program of the Ukrainian peoplets Independence
atruggle.

¢, To lead the entire liberation struggle of the Ukrsinisn people until
the schievement of independence and the organization .of the organs
of government for an independent Ukraine.

d. .To represent the struggle of the Ukraine at home and abrosd as the
gupreme all«Ukrsinisn center,

e, To create the first Ukrainisn government and to .call the first popular
assembly."

Mention iz made of the political end social platform in Parsgraph IT,
Point 6:

"The UHVR edopts the following political and soeisl platform for the
wnification of Ukreinian revolutionary forces:

8. The ensuring of a democratic political constitution . .for the Ukrainian
stgte. by popular representation,

b. The ensuring of freedom .of. opinion, of philosophy, and of religion.

c¢. The ensuring of a Just social order ...
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f. Ensuring the rights ofrali national minorities in the Ukraine.”
d in other points:
{  e.  "Freedom of dilic¢itimengudefore the léw"
\  h.  "Freedom of initiative in economic activity"
i1, "Socialization of natural resources"

k. ."Nationalization of heavy industry and communications, the transfer
of 1light and food industry to cooperatives"

1. '"Free trade"

m. -"Free eraftsmanship" - -
oot

n. Protection of the workers through soclal legislstion."

Point 7 speaks sbout "the alliance with all oppressed peoples of Europe

and Asid) who fight for their freedom and recognize the Ukraine's right to
political independence. Point 8 speaks ahout “"understanding and cooperation
with all the néighbors of the Ukraine on the principle of mutusl recog=

. nition of the right to a state within the c¢thnographic borders of each

. people.”

The Provisionsl Constitution of the UHVR, which the founding congress adopted
in July 1944 and which is stiil valid today, 1s one of the most important
documents. 8./ Among other things it set forth:

"l. The UAVR is the supreme organ of the Ukrainian people during the
time of its revolutionary struggle for an Ukrainisn state.

2, The source of power of the UHVR is the will of the Ukrainisn peoﬁle
which has expressed itself in the efforts of all sctive forces of
the people for independence.

L, Any natlonally astive Ukrsinien can become a member of the UHVR
providing he recognizes the Platform of the UHVR and.is at all
times prepared to msslst in the reslization .of it.

5. ~The UHVR can incresse its 25 members through cooptatidén.. These
cooptations are executed on the recommendstion of the Secretary
General through the Great Congress (Veliki Zbir) of the UHVR
or the Presidium.

T« The UHVR -1g active through the following orgens: a).the Great
Congress, b) the Presidium with the President at the head, c)
the Genersl Secretariat headed by the Secretary General, d) General
Court of Justice headed by the Chief Justice, and e) the Comptroller
Body headed by the Comptroller General.

11, The UEVR is loecated in the Ukraine, It can send delegates sbroad."
The powers of the CGreat Congress are more exactly defined in Section 1I,
Paragraphs 1-8; of the Presidium and the President in Section I1I, Para=-
graphe 1«13; of the General Court of Justice in Seetion Vs Paragraphs
1-5; and of the Comptrolling Body in Section VI, Paragraphs lb,

Section IV .has the following to 8ey about the Genersl Secretariat:

"l. The .General Secretariat is the executive organ .of the UHVR.

-2, The General Secretariat is composed of: a) the Chairman (Secretsry
General) of the General Secretariat, b) the Secretary for Internal
Affeire, c) the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, d) the Secretary of
Militaery Affairs, e) the Seeretary for Finances and Economic
Affairs, and f) other secretaries,

3. The Great Congress of the UHVR elects the Chairman of the Genersl

Secretariat.
——
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L. The Chairman of the Genersl Secretsriat appoints the secretaries
to thelr posts snd the President of the UHVR confirms them.

10. The General Secretariat reaches decisions by msjority vote..."

The political platform of the UHVR establlished the following to eliminate
any misinterpretations and misunderstandings In the future:

The initistive for organizing the UBVR belongs to the UPA. in the operation
of the armed struggie of the Ukrasinisn population agsinst the plundering
and violence of the occuplers of the Ukrsinian lsnds.

In the fight against the Russian Bolshevist conquerors of the Ukraine
the following lesding Ukrainian personslities and members of the UHVR
met their death:

&. Rostyslav Voloshyn-Pavlenko, organizer of the UPA in Volhynim and
Polessiya, Chgirmen of the Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the
OUN in August 1943, Chairman of the First Conference of Oppressed
Rations (alsc reported as the First Conference of Enslaved Peoples)
in November 1943, Chairman of the First Congress of the UHVR in July
19kk, and the Secretary General of Internsl Affairs, was killed in
August 194k, : :

b. Yoslp Pozyczaniuk-Shuhay, a revolutionary from the Soviet Ukraine,
well~known young poet, organizer of the UPA in the Zhitomir and Vyn-
nytsya areas, a member of the First Conference of Oppressed Nations,
and & member of the UHVR, was killed in February 1945,

¢. Peter Mykola Halant, Chancellor of the Ukrainisn Catholle Archdiocese
in Ivov and & member of the UBVR, was killed in June 1945,

Also killed wers Dr., Yuri Lypa, Chief of the Medical Service of the Western
UPA Group, and & well know Ukrainian physiciasn end writer; Peter Roman-
Rafeel Khomyn, friasr of the Studiten Order; Kharitine Kononenko, a well
known Ukreinian suffragette in Volhynia; ete.

The delegmtion sent abroad, designated the Forelgn Representation of the
UHVR (Zakordonne Predstasvnyztvo UHVR), 1s the only authorized representetion
of the Ukrainisn underground movement and its leading politieal and military

organs .

This Foreign Representation was sent abrosd towards the end of July 194k, -
It conslsts of seversl members of the UHVR. Some of its members are:

Prof, Dr. Ivan Hrynioch of the Presidium of the UHVR, Mykols Lebed; Secre-
tary General for Foreign Affairs, and Mre. Daria Rebet. Other memberg of
thig delagation cannot be named for security reasons. The cited names
have alresdy been mentloned offictally in the Ukrainisn emigration cirecles,

The Foreign Mission of the UPA, headed by Major I. Hucul, is subordingted

to the Foreign Representation. .The UPA soldiers who had the task of

fighting their way to the weet, still constitute the so~cslled "Raid
Detachment of the UPA Abrosd" and are commanded by their senior offieer,
Major M. Baida.

The Bnd of Fighting in Europe ~ The struggle of the UPA Continues - An
Appesl of the Leaders of the OUN. ]

The Presidium of the UHVR and the High Commend of the UPA issued appesals
after the end of the war in Eurcpe in May 1915, which stated that the struggle
of the Ukrainien people continued. Calling upon the Ukrainisn people for '
perseverance, endurence, and the support of the UPA, the Presidium contended
thet it was now a guestion of & more difficult struggle with Bolshevik
totalitarianism.

The following citations asre characteristic of a declsration of solidarity
by the Provid of the (OUN:

——
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"The struggle of the people oppressed by the Soviet Union shall be
conducted with the following revolutilonasry watchwords:

For the destruetion of Muscovite Bolshevik imperislism, which drives
whole populations to war.

For the overthrow .of the Stalin regime.

For the complete democratization of the entire politiesl and
public life.

For the realization of national politiesl self-determination and
political separation.

For the orgenization of a Just system of states which shall
be based on resl friendship and cooperation involved in the
watchword: -"Freedom of sll peoples and all mankind.”

We number the Russian people among the oppressed nationalities of the
Soviet Unlon. The imperialist elements of the Russlan people, who
offered thelr services to Stalin and his clique, became the enemies
of their own people ..."

And later one of the most important declarstions: "We, the Provid of the
OUN, remain.on the battlefield for independence with our people in the
Ukreinian homeland..." (This declarstion was first published sbroed in the
monthly periodiecel Vyzvolna Politika, Vol. III, No..l (18), January 1948.)

All of these appeals made an especlglly strong impression on the Soviet
troops returning home, many of whom spread them throughout the entire
Soviet Union. Some Soviet officers made contact with the UPA, passed
over into it or declared that they knew what side to fight on in the hour
of national revolutions.

.This aettitude of officere and men forced the suthorities in the Soviet

Union and in the Soviet Ukraine to use only specisl MVD and MGB detachments
{(police and security troops) in the fight against the UPA. .The command

of these troocps was in the hands of Vasil Stepanovich Riasny, Security
Chief 1n the Ukraine and a Lieutenant CGeneral of the Police, who together
with the Soviet Partisan General Kovpak led the "gight against the parti-
sans", ,

|
Toward the end of 1946, when the UPA changed its tactics and Rissny's
troops eeased to.show any important successes, Riasny was relieved of his
command., He sppesred sgain in 1949 when he commended the MVD and MGB
troops in Cerpathia, Volhynis, Polessiya, and Podoliya (Zhitomir and
Vynnytsya). The fights here began in May 1949, and toward the end of
August Riasny wae decorated with the Order of the Red .Banuer.

The vear 1946 - Change of UPA Figpting,Tacties ~ The Ukrsinian Underground
: g.gnd Action and Independenc

In 1945 the UPA carried on railds from its main aress of activity into
other Ukrainien territories like Podolia, Odessa, Besssrabis,and into the
neighboring territorles of Rumania, Hungary, White Ruthenies, and even the
Baltie states. The world press gave .the most publicity .to the raids into
Slovakia.

The world press also reported the heavy fighting of UPA Group Westmark

in the territorles west of the Curzon Line where an effort was made to
protect the Ukrainian population from the violenece of the Bolsheyik Polish
police authorities and compulsery resettlement in the Soviet Union. The
presg unfortunately twisted the truth in significant matters.

In the winter of 1945/19L46 there was hardly a day of no fighting and

&ll UPA units had & hard time. The fighting inereased in the following

spring after the UPA had underteken successful action against the electiors

to the Supreme Soviet on 10 February 1946. The Soviet police and security
- ,((;,».fn-p“ : -~ e mf;; LW TR re” (T
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forces had to strengthen their action against the UPA. The Ukrainien
situation at that time 1s reported in deteil in the underground periodical
of the OUN Ideza i CEEE! Vol. 5, No. lQ,and in Samostixgist, the orgsn

of the UHVR,.Vol, I, No. 1. The organ.of the UHVR especially glves an
aceurate sccount about the struggle of the Ukrainian people. It was
moved abroad in 1949,

The earticle sbout the "Terror of the NKVD Garrisons" published .in it

from pp. 116-128, gives exact information which mskes it clear that during
the electlons 2000 to 5000 NKVD soldiers were stationed in every Ukrainien
raion,; 25-100 per vilkges.

The article "A Tragl«Comedy of the Elections" (pp. 128~138) pictures the
electorsl methode of the "demogratic” Soviet Union, which are not inferior
to those of Fagelst countries in anything.

The article "Combat Performsnce of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army" enumersates
UPA's encounters between Jenuary and July 19L6.

The main articles of the periodical Independence are:

8, "The Vilenesgs of the 20th Century", an excellent anslysis of the .
untruthfulness of the Bolshevik regime in sll areas of politieal, social,
end cultural life with meny examples. (pp. 11-68).

b. 0. Honeharuk - "The Ukralnisn Insurgent Army as the Bearer of the
Ideal of Liberation snd Friendship of all Peoples™ (pp. 68<96) in which
the idesl of the UPA is clearly presented. Citations from its pamph-
lets and appeals illustrate the .cooperation with the undergrounds of
other peoples.

e. 0. Hornovy - "About the Freedom of Press in the Soviet Union" (pp.
96+116). This unmesks the Soviet press ag an instrument of oppression
snd deception of the Soviet governmment.

Besides this, the periodical published the Appeal of the UHVR of Navember
1946 and 7 October 1946, :

Although we cannot go into these documents in detall in this disecuseion,

we should like to point out that, smong other things, the appeal of Novem~
ber 1646 declared: "The Foreign Representation of the UHVR (ZPUHVR) shall
inform the world about the situation in the Ukraine, why the Ukrainians

are fighting, snd for what. It sghsll unmask the decepticu of the Bolshevik
regime and popularize the independence struggle."

The ordinsnces published the distinetions gained by individusl UFA commenders.
The ordinsnce of 9 February 1946 announced that Lieutensnt Colonel Taras
Chuprdinks , the Supreme Commander of the UPA, had been promoted to the rank

of general, effective retroactively, ©n 22 January 1946, Vyehyty, the
commander of UPA Group West, wep promoted to colonelj and Capialn Havrysh,
who was of Jewish origiim snd who headed the medical service .of the group,

was promoted to Major. : ’

The Periodical Idea and Action

The OUN'% main press organ, Ideys i Chyn, published a detailed and profound
interpretation of the political and social program of the orgenizetion by
P. Polteve entitled "Revolutionary Elements of Ukrainian Nationslism". 9./

_Poltave seeg the strength of the Ukrainian resistance movement in its
democratic idealism and clearly cirgcumscribed socisl program, Both gilve
the Ukrainisn people & strong suppert in the struggle for political and
nationgl independence.

Poltava's diszusaion, which appeered in the Munich weekly emigration

.paper Ukrainsks Trybuna Kos, 15 = 23, from 13 March to 15 May 1949, aroused
heated discussions in all emigration papers on bhoth sideg of the Atlantic.
The arguments revealed that only Ukrainsks Trybuns, which was close to the
Foreign Representatlon of the UHVR, snd Vgered-(Forw&r&s) in London defended
the principles of the Ukrainisn resistance movement in the homeland.
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The periodicel Ideya i Chyn made a report of the resolutions of the Fourth
{Extracrdinary Great?) Congress of the OUN which had struck s balance of
the three year struggle since the Third Extresordinary Great Congress

in 1943, when 1t met in June 1946 in the Ukraine.

The content of Volume 5, No. 10, is made up of a report about the fighting
Ukraine snd & few political artilcles spalyzing the Leninist interpretation
of Marzism in the Stalinist adtuality.

Change of Tactics of the Ukrainilan Underground Movement

The months of difficult fighting in 1945 and during the first few months

of 1946 forced the High Command of the UPA to change their fighting tacties,
Until the middie of 1946 strong units of the UPA, sbout 100 = 250 men
strong operated in and controlled large areas where they also maintained
their own administration. These tactics were leftovers from World War IT
when the front in the east eonstantly changed and neither the German

nor the Russilan occupation forces were sufflciently strong to completely
econtrol the entire area.ccWpertbhe Tighting-stoppedirbheiBplelie~the Holshe-
vist regime proceeded energetically, with the support of local Party

groups and MVD/MGB units, to expand its administrative apparatus up to

the smallest and most remofe village. Only the large forest areas in the
northern Ukraine and in the Carpathian Mountains offered protection to

UPA units.

The larger fighting units In the strength of a company, battalion, and
regiment had to be reduced in order to insure their flexibility. Therefore,
groups of 15 to 30 men were formed and they had to carry out raids at all
times, Farth bunkers were built in the distant, impessable wocded areas

of Polessiya and Zhitomir, and in the Carpathlans Mountains. These bunkers
became the garrisons of the UPA. 10/

The camouflage of the earth bunkers prevents them from being found and the
Soviets cannot put thiir hends on the small UPA units because they are so
mobile, The armed struggle goes forward in spite of everything, demanding
the greatest remdiness for sacrifices of the part of the UPA soldlers.

The reslstance struggle could only be continued because of the Ukrainian
people who supported thelr troops in the face of a terror which was carried
ad absurdum. The significance of the resistance lies in the destruction of
the myth that the MVD/MGB appsratus is almighty.

Neither the most brutal terror nor the enticemente of the Soviet regime
could force the Ukrainian people to give up its resistance, as Independence
and Idee and Action have réported.

M. Hrechukhs, the President of the Soviet Ukrailne, and Nykyta Khrushchov,
the Secretary General of the Communist Party and a member of the Stalinist
Politburo, 1ssued amnesty appeals L2 February 1944 and during the course
of 1945 urging the UPA soldiers to give upaié/ Sinee the struggle has come
to be for the existence or non-existence of the Soviet dictatorship in the
Ukraine and the Soviet Union, and there are no more appeals which speak of
the "Forglveness of the Soviet government and the Soviet fatherland”.

XII. Principles of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement

The title of this chapter is tsken from a book of collected materials
dealing with the guestions of the struggle for an independent Ukraine which
the UPA soldiers brought to Western Europe in their raid of 1947.

It eontained the following articles: P. Poltave - "The Uoneept of An
Independent Ukraine and the Universal Tendency of Political Development
in ‘the Present"; 0. Hornovy - "At the Bolshevik Ideological Front”; and
U. Kughil - "The Scientific Foundations of Dislectical Materislism”.

Since leading members and publicists of the underground in the Ukraine
wrote these discussions, they revesl the secret of success of the revolu-
tionary resistence. The discusslons ineluded a trestment of the spiritual
principies of the independence struggle end future constitutionsl problems,
soeciel polley, and economic and cultural questions.
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The .common denominator of these articles is, as P. Poltava wrote, that "the n -
motivating power of the nationsl idea", the democratic political consti=
tution,and the concept of 1life, sccial Justice, and economic democracy
connected with political demoeracy only cen assure the freedom of the

individual and of* peoples.

The discussions which ceme from the fighting homelend provoked attacks

from the Banders .&md Melnyk groups, whose nationalism differed from the

one in the homeland. These two emigration groups acecuse the resistance
movement in the Ukraine of Socislist deviation and seek to slender it

with the neme of national Communism.. 12, In the first place The Principles
of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement have nothing in common .with Marxist
Sociglism, and in the second place they are only extensions of the theses:
in the progrem adopted by the Third Extreordinary Great Congress of the

OUN which met in August 1943,

The task of this discussion does not include going into these prineiples
any closer.

XIII. The Messengers of the lkrainish Libdérat lom. Stregdte in West&rn Europe

In September 1947 the world was startled to hear about the breakthrough
of UPA units through Poland snd Czechoslovekis to Bavaria., This srmed
raid commanded by Major M. Balda was undertaken to prove. to the world
that the fight for liberty continues in the Ukraine and to develop world
understanding for 1t.

In the summer of 1947 seversl UPA units regeived the order from the High
Command .of the UPA .to fight thelr way through to the west similar to

the armed railds into Slovekis, Byelorussia, Rumsdie, Hungary, and the
Baltle countries. To the amazement of the whole world these units succeeded.
Several small detachments arrived as late as 1948 and two more small groups
followed in July and August 1949, Another tesk of these raids was to offer
militeky protection to couriers of the Presid:Em of the Ukrainisn Supreme
Couneil of Liberation sent Yo IteForein RepresemtatioriiliThis 45 thel only
way to get through the double iron gurtain, the first one at the Lubeck -
Laibach line, the second &t the baorders of the Soviet Union.

This first breakthrough of the UPA to the west iz extensively discussed

in the book The UPA in Western Europe, New York-Paris-London, 1948, pub-~
lished by the Ukrainiasn Press Service (UPS) with the aid of the Foreign
Representation of the UHVR. .Among other things, this book mentions the

note of Mykola Lebed, Secretary General for Foreign Affairs of the UHVR,

to George C. Marshall, US Becretary pf State, asking for the right of asylym
for UPA soldiers. The book also gontalns an appeal of the Foreign Repre-
sentation of the UHVR to the entire civilized world.

Thogse UPA moldiers who are outaide the Soviet orbit and who have not received
orders to meke thelr way back home form the Raid Section ,of the UPA sbrosd.
Through the Forelgn Mission of the UPA 1t is poli‘bically subordinate
to the Foreign Representation of the UHVR. The task of the command of

the Raid Seection is to take care of UPA soldlers coming with orders from

the UPA High Command.

Any UPA soldiers abroad who intend to be active in party politics are
releaged from the "reid detachment™ end sssume the status of former UPA
goldiers and of politiecal emlgrés. As such they do not have the right
to appesr publicly in the name of 'the UPA,

XIV. Ehtmg'Front of Oppressed. Peo;gles

The UPA'sg armed and the Ukrainisn undergrou.nd's political revolutionary
struggle aim not only at the liberation of the Ukraine but of all people
oppressed by the totalitsrien Boléhevig regime. This 1a clesrly estsb-
lished in the fundemental documents of 'the Ukrainian resistence and in the

\ numerous gppeals and pamphlets 1sdued to the representativea of other
peoples in the Soviet and German a.rmiem

.These principles are obligatory for the UPAfs armed struggle and for the
sscs-com/ I
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practical polleies of the UHVR.

5

Because many Eastern European and Asisn nationals have gone over to UPA
sinee the summer &7 1943, the High Commsnd of the UPA decided %o form
units of foreign nationals which are completely autonomous though subors«
dinate to the UPA High Commsnd taciically and operationally,

In the fall of 1943 en entire battalion of the Azerbsldzhan Leglon .and severa}
companies of Turkestanians and Georglans joined the UPA. .The UPA High, Command
developed & plan to esll a politicel conference of representatives of these
nationalities and to form = Fighting Allisnce for the Liberstion of Oppressed
Peoples. The soldiers of foreign nationalitles warnly welcomed this plan

and g speclal commlttee was formed to prepsre the program of guch s congress.

The First Congress of the Oppressed Peoples of Fasfern Eurcpe and Soviet

Asia tock place in the east Volhynisn forests from 1 to £9 November ‘1943, The
day before, a Germsn police battalion attacked the region in which the
congress was to take place and .the members of the congress slso partici-
pated in the combat setlone apgeifist the German police,

Thirty-five delegates from 13 nations participated in this congress, There
were EQur.Azérbaldzhagians, one Bashkirian, two Byelorussians s four Armenlans,
8ix Georglans, one Kabardinian, one Kazskh, two Ossetians s four Tatars,

filve Uzbeklans, one Clreassdan;-ont’ Chuvashian, and-tenladditdonsl guests

of honor of various nationslities,

The resultscof this- congressweret the "Reasviutions: 0f theTFirstoSongress
of Oppressed Peoples of Emstern Eurcpe and Soviet Asis™ and a common pro=-
clamation Tto the oppressed peoples",

Among other things, the resclutions stated that "the First Congress of the
Oppressed Peoples of Eastern Europe and Soviet Asia weleomes the heroic
struggle of the peoples of Western and Central Europe and declares its
solidarity with them,"

The coordination of 8 common .gtruggle against Bolshevik imperislism which
was getting ready to. flood Central Furope wes another result .of this
Congressg.

The pamphlets which gave the goals of the étruggle of many individual
peoples and Vhich were widely distributed in the Soviet Army echieved
gignificant success. ) :

In 1945 snd 1946 the "foreign" units of the UPA asked to be disbanded

and the Insurgents returned through semi-illegal ways to thelr home countries
An order to carry the fight for liberation to their people. Many of these

soldiers and officers, however, remained .with the UPA and are still fighting
in 1ts ranks,

At present singlé pamphlets are distributed in all of the USSR calling
for a {ight for liberation: .Such individual pamphlets appear everywhere:
in Moscow and in Kazekhsten, in the Donbas and in the Trenseaucasus, and

in Leningrad .and in Magnitogorsk.

These facts ghould not be overestimated or played up ag sensations, But
they should not be underfstimated, for they are like = snowpile which
8 begun to move and may be turned into & snowplidew .iclh tas Terun to ive

: - e <,
R T R S R .

o

The Soviet dictatorship has been wounded in its Achille# heel: +the unsclved
question .of nationalities poliey end the somis) contredictions of the
regime.,

Conelusiona

The armed struggle of the UPA, politically guided by the UHVR, forms one
of the greatest dangers to the Bolghevik regime of the Russisn people,
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This regime, which thirty years ago with the outbreak of the Bolshevik
Revolution prevented the Russian empire from falling apart into its con-
stituent nationalities, has become the last expression of Russian imper-
lalism.

Lenin and after him even more Stalin became the presgervers of Russian
imperial unity. In this way they were the suppressors of the only true
motive force in histery, the idea of the nation. This raises the question
of whether imperialist tendencies can in the long run resist the national
ides. '

The development of the Sovlet Union and the consequences of the Second
World War lead to a nggative enswer. Not even the cruelest methods of
terror or the most ertful measures of oppression .can hinder the advance of
the national i1des.

g S Wy B By e ML W e W e

The fight of the peoplés of the Soviet Union cannot only be regarded
from the standpoint of these peoples, but must also be considered from the
international viewpolnt; from the standpoint of other national interests.

If 1t was appropriate to begin this discussion with the writing of Mr,
Picton Basgge to the national government of the Independent Ukrainian
Republic, then it 1s not out of place to conelude with the chservetions
of another British diplomst who, even though he had no relations with the
Ukraine, correctly evaluated the situation.

Visecount E. d‘*Abernon, the first British smbassador to the Germen Republie
after the First World Wer, noted the following in his disry An Ambasssdor
of Peace. (See pages from the diary (Berlin 1920-1926), Vol. L-3, London
T925-1830 under the date of 30 August 1922):

"British poliey faces the question of whether a large, unified Russisn
empire 1s desiresble for us? American gives a decidedly affirmative
answer to this nguestion probably because it needs & strong Russis to
counterbalance. Japan, It is certainly not in the English interest,
Indle is severely threstened as long as there 1s a etrong Russia.

The Balkenization of Central Europe 1s regrettable but the Ralkani-
zation of Central Asia would be an unquestionasble relief for British
pollcy. The divislon of Russla into several states with stronger
trade interests rather than political ambition would be more favorable
for our position on the Rlack See ard in the Mediterranesn ares than
the reconsbruction of s mighty empire. The secession of the Ukraine
would unquestionably make the situation on the Black Sea more gecure
and healthier and facilitete & commerciasl control of the straits as

a balance to a politieal control..."

Since this entry was made, twenty-five years have passed, and twenty since
it became public. The Second World War has demonstrated that Viecount
d*Abernon eveluated the Ukrainien problem very clearly wheress the poli-
ticians of the demccratic west did not. A proper evalustion of the national
forces in Eastern Europe during the Second World War would perhaps have

led to the overthrow of Hitler and Stalin and brought sbout a proper

bulance of power on the Europsan continent.
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1. _ﬁor another report on the history of the Ukrginian resistance
‘ WOVERENt covering the period 1900~1947,

2. Fliets the 1929 Vienna Congress &s the third rather
rgt. However, sll. previous asccounts list 1t as the first, 25X1A
lists the First Congress of Ukrainian Nationalilsts as taking place in

Berlin in 1927, the Second Congress in Prague in 1928, and the Third
Congress in Viemna in 1929.

25X1A
Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R010100150006-6



