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General

1. A% the present time, not including auxiliary forces, Bulgaris hes approximstely
160,000-170,000 men in 1ts Armed Forces. These are divided as follows: Army,
150,000; Navy, 4,000; and Air, 8,000. In addition, Bulgeris hes the following
auxiliery forces:

a. Border Guarde - 20,000;

b. Militery Militia - 70,0003

c. Peoples Militla « 120,000;

d. Trudoveks -~ 42,000; and

e, Womens Auxiliary Corps.

The total force mvailable for mobilization is approximately 800,000 men. The
nurber of trained reserves is approximately 25,000 men.

2. Bulgaris is divided into four Army reglons, which in turn are subdivided intoc
divisiona) regions. Subordinate to the divisional regions are 57 military dis-
tricts. Army regional comuends direct and coordinate the work of the divieionsl
regional commands and of the military districts, which are considered as admine
istrative units and have the followlng responsibilities:

a. Recrulting of personnel;
b. Diatr:lbutibn of recruits;
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Maintaining records of Army andt-Militia- reservesy-

Mainteining records-of animals, means of transport, accounts, etc.; and

gy Mobilizettornr of the Armed Forces.

Compogttion of the Army

31 T.he

-

h.

Bulgarlam Army 1s comprised as follows:

The 1 Army - Sofiaj

The 2 Army - Plovdivy

The 3 Army - Shumenjy

The 4 Army - Pleven;

An armored division - Kazanlitk;

An autonomous armored brigede - Sofia (being transformed into an armored
division); '

A cavalry division - Dobrich; and

A cavalry brigade - Sofla.

Lk, In addition to two or three infantry divisions, each Army command has at its
disposition the following smaller units:

&,
L.
Co
d.
d,.
f.
g
h.

5 The

&.

b.

Ce

d.

One regiment of heavy field artillery;

One regiment of mountain artillery;

One regiment of antisircraft artillerys;

One regiment of antitank artillery;

One regiment of combat engilneers;

One regiment of communication. engineers;

One heavy machine gune battalion; and

One Mllitie battalion,

Bulgarilen Army 1s made up of the following units:

Eleven or twelve infadtry divisions, each having three infentry regiments and
cne fleld artillery regiment;

One armored division, with three brigades, each of which includes one tank
regiment, one motorized infantry regiment, and one semi-mobile artillery
regiment}

One autonomous armored brigade, made up as (b) above s poeeibly being trans-
formed into a divieion;

One cavaelry divislon, composed of three cavalry regiment and one horse-drawn
artillery regiment;
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e. One cavelry brigade, incluwding two cavalry regiments;

£. Two-coastal artillery regimertsy

g. One regiment of communication engineers, subordinate to the Army General
Staff;

h. One regiment of railroad-engineers; subordimate tothe Army Geneql Staff;

i. One motor transport regiment;-subordinate to-the Army Gqural Steff; and

J. Smaller units described sbove, subordinate to each Army Command.

Weapons

6. Most Bulgarian war materiel has been replaced by Soviet materiel. The infantry
uses the following weapons: .

8.,

d.

€.

f.

Rifle, model 2L/27;

Mossier Magant rifle; 7.62 mm., Soviet;
Mannlicher-rifle, Austrianjy -

PPD submachine gun; 7.62 mm., Soviet;
Degtyarev DF submachine gun, Soviet;
Schwerzlose mechine gunj

Mexim maechine gun, 7.62 mm.;

Light mortar, 37 mm.;

Brandt mortar, 81 mm.;

Model 36/37 and model 41 mortar, 82 mm.; and
Model 38 mortar, 120 mm.

artillery uses the following weapons:

Skode cennon, T5 mm.;

Model 42 "Zia" horse-drawn fleld artlllery plece,
Krupp-type howltzer, 105 mm.;

Self-propelled field ertillery piece, 122 'mm.;
Horse-drawn fleld howltzer, 122 mm.;

German antitenk ertillery plece, 37 mm.;
Soviet howitzer, 152 mm.;

Germen antieircraft machine gun, 20 mm.;

Bofors entiaircraft artillery pilece, 37 mm.;

7.62 mm.;

Self-propelled antiaircraft artillery plece, 85 mm,; and

Germen antisircraft artillery piece, 88 mm.
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The armored-units use the followlng types of tanks:

a: T-34, medium, tank;

b, T-34-85 tank;-

c:~ Mark-% tank fonly a few units); and

&, Renault; light tenk (only s few untvs).

Approximately 500 tanks are ready for service.

Motorization

The motorization of the Bulgarian Army-is still deftcient; however, notahle
progress has recently been made. The Army allegedly has a total of 6,400 trucks,
cars, etet. but the smaller units still rely on horse-drawn vehicles.

Heavy field artillery is motorized. However, a few batteries of 122 mm., howit-
zers are horse-drawn. Antiasircraft and antitank artillery are motorized. Ar-
tillery of armored units is semi-mobile. Nearly all light field artillery is
horse-drawn. Trucks are availeble for engineer units; however, many unlts are

still on foot and use horse-drawn vehicles. -

Recruiting and Training

Fach cless of recruits in Bulgaris consists of approximately 55,000 men and, in
general, three clesses are under arms at the same time. Recruiting i1s done in
various ways; each divieion recruits within the territory under its Juriediction,
while units directly subordinate to the General Staff, such as armored units, and
special units are recrulted nationally. In peacetime, upon completion of service,
men are asslgned to the reserves.

The Bulgarian Armed Forces are trained according to Soviet directives and are under
the control of Soviet military edvisers. Political education is an integral part
of military instruction, and discipline is very strict. The Commendant of Bul-
garian military schools is Lieutenant General Ivan Kinov.

The Armed Forces have the following schodls:

a. Vasil Levaski Militsry Academy in Sofis, (Junicr course);

b. C. S. Rekovski Senior War College, in Sofia; and

c. Joseph Stalin Peoplee Militery Political School, in Sofia,

The following are Army schools:

e. Vesil Leveki Militery Academy (advanced course);

. Engineer and Communication School, in Sofie;

e, Trudovak Officers School, in Gorna Beanyej

d. Peoples Military Medical School, in Sofia; and

e. Border Guarde Schools in Tfrnovo, Vidin, and Kirdzhali.

Border Guards and Paramilitary

The Border Guards are technicaelly subordinate to the Ministry of Interlor, but in
practice they are subordinate to the Ministry of Defense. Border Guards are di-
vided into nine regiments located along the frontier. The troops are responsible
for border surveillance and for construction of fortifications.
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16. In general, party orgamizationscan-be d‘ons:tderec‘t paramilitary becpuse of
' their work in the field of premilitary é.nd postmilitery instruction such as
phystesl; techmiead;  and particutarty- pdlitimal ed:uca.tinn.

17. The main paramilitary-ovrgentzattions-are:as followss ?"

a. Trudovaks{labor-troopsY; which ere:divided tnto-etght regimernts- ‘apd are
commended by offtcers who-ere-gradustes-of -the “Frutovak Officers School in
Sofisy the Trutoveks mmber-4#2,000; the mititary neture-of this organiza-

+° 0 tlon isproven-by-its "a;dop'bion-m" Tecrutting; enrclling; and tratming

: systems-anglogous to-thoge of - the Afmyj thelr normel - duties- conslst of
publieconstructiony I the event of mobillization, the Trudovaks would act
as workmen and would be a va.lua.ble gource of specialized and tra.ined. per-
sonnel for @pglneer units; -

b. DSMM (Dimitrovski -Sliyuz na- Na.rodnata Mladezh; Dimitrov -Unton-of the People's
Youth); the task of this- organizatian 18 to train youths from 1k to0;26 both
physically and mentally so.they may:"overcome all hindrances to the victory
of Socilalism and Communism, " and to condider the defense of Bulgaria their
sacred duty and chief obligation;

¢, DOSO (Dobrovolns Organizatsiys za Sudeystvie na Otbranata; Voluntery Organi-
zatlon to Facilitate the Defense); president is Major General Stoyev;

d. Supreme Committee for Physilcal Education and for Sports.

Soviet Forces in Bulgaria

18. There is no evidence of the presence of orgenic Soviet units in Bulgaria. However,
an undetermined number of Soviet troops is reported to have arrived in the Burgas,
Varna, and Vidin areas. Many Soviet mllitary men are attached to various units of
the Bulgarian Armed Forces to control, supervise, end train the personnel,especial-
ly in the use of Soviet materiel:

19. At present, Soviet personnel in Bulgaria consists of the following:

a. Officers - 400;
b, Non-commissloned officers - 7CO; and

¢. Troops - 1,200.

20. | | Soviet Air Force unite are in Bulgarie and have a total
.of 200 planes of various types. 50X1-HUM

1. Genersl Observations

21. The Army, Navy, and Air Force of Bulgerie areleing mopldsd into.effimient fight-
ing forces. All the Armed Forces are undergoing an intense and methodlcal train-
ing period which should produce concrete results. The morale of the troops, the
efficiency of the training, and the help of the Soviet Unlon are such that the
unite of the Bulgarian Armed Forces may be considered to be decidedly superior to
those of the bordering countrles, notably Yugosla.via.{ 50X1-HUM

22. By standerdizing methods and materiel along the Soviet lines, Bulgarisn units
will graduelly become interchangeable with Soviet units and will be cidpsble of
operating efficiently with them under e unified Commend. The plans and programe
of the Bulgarien General Stsff are very closely integrated with those of the Gen-
eral Steff of the Soviet Union.
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Police Forces™

23. 'The Peoples Militim-is & pollce organizetion which is dtstinctly political in
character. It was created to give the-State &1l instruments necessary for the
defense of the new-political; socisl; and economic institutions; end-to-fulfill
those tasks which are normally entrusted to the pollce forces of & country. The
Peoples Militis 1s subordinste to-the Ministry of Interlor eamd- includes e total
of approximately 120,000 men. It is made up of personnel in uniform and in
civilian clothés. The uniform is similar to thet of the Army but hes special in-
signia

24, The Gemeral Directorate of the Peoples Militia has the following Sections:
a. State Security;
b. Criminal Police}
¢. Economic Affairaj
d. Administrative Affairs;
e. Uniformed Militie;
f., Sofia Militia;
g. BHorse-mounted Militia;
h. Armored Militia; and

i. Reglenel Militila.
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