Approved For Release 2008/02/19 : CIA-RDP83-00418R006800240002-8

o
0‘0

<
Q”Q?

Approved For Release 2008/02/19 : CIA-RDP83-00418R006800240002-8

25X1



Approved For Release 2008/02/19 : CIA-RDP83-00418R006800240002-8
This is UNEVALUATED Information|

FIELD INFORNATION REPORT

25X1
NORTH KOREAN TRENDS

DATE OF REPORT: 17 September 1956

25X1

25X1

Approved For Release 2008/02/19 : CIA-RDP83-00418R006800240002-8



Approved For Release 2008/02/19 : CIA-RDP83-00418R006800240002-8

NORTH KOREAN TREND REPORT

First Stage Fishing Period:

The disposal of fish was entirely up to the fishermen's choice. They
were allowed either to put their fish on free sales or submit some of
the catch to the fishing uwnion. BEven in the latter case, the purchase
price by the union was quite favorable for the fisherman with little
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differencs from the market prlces except for a small charge 1or sou-
mission procedures. None of the union regulations called for eny
forced submission of a fish catch. Thus, during the period, tbe more
they caught, the betler it provided for earning a living.

Second S"caga Fishing_?eriod:

The production quotas were estgblished and food items were put on
ration. The daily quotas, which wers too large for the individual
workers, were as follows:

Item Fisghing Period Daily uotes

Tangle April - May 150 ¥ilogrems
Tangle Juns 75 Kilograms
Atlra Mackerel July - September 60 Kilograis
Alaska pollack Cctober -~ April 200 Kilograms

However, the daily total czich by individuals, was as follows:

Iten Fishing Period Daily Catch
Tangle April - May 37.5 Kilograms
Tangle Juna 18.7 Kilogrems
Atka mackerel July - Sepiember 3¢ (fishes)
Alagka pollack October - April 80 (fishes)

The daily amount of rationed food for those fishermen, who werc
successful in fulfilling their deily individual quotas, and their
dependents was 72 Liters por worker and .36 Liters per dependant,
vhich consisted of 30 percent yellow millet, 10 percent barley. 10
percent black millet, 30 percent beans, and 20 percent rice. ‘Thus,

the fishermen had to submit all of their fish to the fishing cooperative
for the free distribution of food items. Once there were some fishisimen
in the cooperative, who triesd to conceal fish behind the officisls,
vwhich was designed for the oxchange of farm products to help out with
their food shortages. However, such secret dealing was noi g matter
easy to do, as it was easily discoverad by the officials; who woull
rain words of criticism on the unveiled daslers before the pubiic and
place on them a punishment of 1O deys to one month's suspensioc:n from
work with no food for that period. Thus, the fishermen becams the
slaves of the cooperative,

\
>

Third Stage Fishing Period:

During the period from ths founding of the Fishing Cooperative ‘o
Novembexr 1954, both the production quota system and the feood ration-
ing system as described in the second stage fighing period remained in
effoct for the cooperative members. |

the

cooperative members worked under the following regulations.

The dgily fishing quotas for the individual members were as follows:

Items Daily Quotas
Alaska pollack 250

Octopus 200

Sea weed 2.2 kilograms
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All of the production was submitted to the cooperstive, for which

the agency set up fixed purchase prices. The price of slaska pollack
was 20 Won per fish, the price of seaweed was 9 Won per Kwan (3.75
Kilogrems)| | However, the
prices vere not paid in cash, but taken down on the purchase~book as
nominal price figures. The daily amount of rationed grains for those
fishermen, who were successful in fulfilling their daily quotzas, and
their dependents was 600 grams per worker and 300 gramms per dspendent.
For prices of thess food items, see Item L.

By comparison with the previous fishing union and the
fishing cooperative, the present fishing cooperative is far more
severe and strict with its members in keeping watch on their activities,
egpecially on secret dealings in fish for farm products.

the food rationing regulations for the
dependenta of military servicemen were revised. Until that time,
all the dependents of servicémen were equel under the benefit of
the food ration. However, the revised »ationing regulations rodueed
the scope of beneficiaries to expectant mothers and women with children

under thres (3), However, the revised system has a proviso that the

ohildren of ex-govermment employees are iTeé trom such age Limits
on distribution, even though they may be over four (4). In this
particular case, according to ths proviss, a serviceman's wife

a child over four (L), is required to submit o copy of her husband's
employment certificate, to be made out at the govermment establish-
ment concerned to ths district (Ri) people's committes for contin-
uous distribution of items. ‘
an examp , there was a nousewirs with a child over
five (5), whose husband hed worked for the Songjin Steel Mill
before his military enlistmont. Under the proviso, the woman went
over to the Sdngjin Steel Mill to obtain a copy of her msband:s
employment certificate, which was then submitted to the T"owdn~ni
People's Committee for further distribution of grains. Thus,
according to the new regulations, children over four (L), of ewi-
cooperative members and of ex-farmer servicemen were left out of

the food ration.

The followings are the blackmarket prices of food items, which
prevailed | |

RICE cevesessoscees 950 Won per small Mal (2.9851 gallons)
Yellow millet .... 750 Won per small Mal (2.985) gallons)

Since the latter part of October 1955, the blackmarket prices of
grains have been reduced as follows:

RiCE tesecsscaneas 720 Won per small Mal (2.9851 gallons)

Yellow Millet .... 500 Won per small Mal (2.9851 gallons)
Others (unknown)
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The cooparative prices of rationed grains are as follwwa:

RIC8 .es0esvesncesse 770 WON por amall Mal (2.9851 gallons)
Yellow Millet c.us.. 650 W3n per small Mal (2.9851 gallons)
Others (unknown)

The unchangeable cooperative prices of rationed items, a8 against
the decline in the blackmarket prices, roused complaints by the
cooperative members.

The following are the prices of items served at the Huane: v
fmm_tfn 462187) of the Hwadae-gun Consumers' Guild) ggﬂ

Cigarettes (Tzedong-mun) .cevececcesesss 20 Won per package

Cut tobaceo (Subok) e.cecncssescecesesss 30 Won per package
Cigarettes (Chebi) «.ecevsocscccecsensss 30 WON per package

Matches cocceceanssocsosoncnnccanssscase 5 Won per box

Towel (of cotton, North Korean made) ...100 Won per cheet

Cotcton cloth (known as Kwangmok) «..... 450 Won per yard

Rubber shoes (for men) «.......ceve.... 4OO Won per pair

Rubber shoes (for women) <..c..ceoevsse 300 Won per pair

Soju (11qUOr) ccceesecoaniececacrasseso 450 Won per Toe (.L8 zallong)
G thers (unknown)

. - 25X1
5a |:| the price of matches was cut from 10 Won por box %o
Won each. [ /
| 25X1
5. The most readily available items, being served at the Huangam brarch
store of the Hwadae~gun Consumers' Guild, iancluded cotton cloth
(known as Kwangmok) , matches, tobacco, and rubber shoes., The most -
~ scarce items| were drugs, including those for g eold.] 25X 1
7.
3,
: ; . 25X1
2. ‘three Hurd villagers (baiween 60 and 70)
died of starvation after having been in hed for 10t 15 days. 25X1
| these elders, together with their fanilieis, had
kept their bodies and souls with pine-tree bark. which wers tco bad
for these aged females. | their last words 25X1
were of cooked rice for foou,
25X1
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iy A) Sometimes diat consisted of fish and fish soup, which
were served for five (Y) days each month.

"

s

EHaR) :|menu, trice a day, consigted of sruel with yvellow millet,
black millet, barlev. or snd various sea weed as side
dighes, collected t the sea shore, The names of

sea weeds, given iIm The Hamgyong-bukto diglect, and their growing
period are as follows:

Name s Growing Period
Kandulgi Jamary - April
Chindubal J amary
Korumae November -~ Jamary
Chin December ~ February
B)
the better meals of rice for breakfast and gruel for supper
were also served for some days ab intervals with rationed grains,
which were distributed every ten (10) days.
¢) ‘ the fishewnen, while on boerd their fishing

boats, ate an unsatisfactory amount of cocked rice for thair twe
rigals e day, which they carried with them for this purpese from
their respective homes, and during the winter, the rice was added
%o hot soup, privided aboard the boabs.

D) The side dishes for 2ach meal consisted of Kimch'i, and various
sea weeds, vwhich lasted for the period of November and April.
However “he non-side-dish period, in an

average, covers the langth of fifteen days each month.
i’the people in T owon-ni call Kimechti lemul)

CCNFIDEHNTIAL
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A) Trousers for femsles were made by housewives at the household
with old pairs of People's Armed Forces uniform, which were on
sale at the Hwadae market.

B) 1In the Huri village, the clothing for males is sewn by a house~

wife, who charges for her sewing machina. The fee is 200 Wdn
r_trousars. | o

—far o rnot avd 180 Wan fo

c)

D) ‘t.ha Cheirman of the T'owon-ni Peoplets
“Committee, visiting Huri#was wearing a white closed-collar
coat and khaki trousers.

01d uniforms »f the Paople's Armed Forces are freely worn by the people.

There is no restriction covering the wearing of old military uniforms,
However, the villagers, when they shop at ths Hwadae market or the

Haep' y6ng market usually wear cobtton~cloth clothing of their own or
their fellowst | =

- e

It is about one (1) kilomoter from Huri to the Hwangam branch store
of the Hwadae-gun ot “ie Hwangam Fishing Coopsrative
is located in Huri Open markets are located in
Hwadae and Haep'yong, where there is mo grain. The villagers in
have to go to nearby famm neighbors to barter their
sh for grain. People gemerally purchass clothing at the Hwadae
market,

4) Man's pocket items, in general, consist of tobacco (cut tobacco
for farmers and fishermen) and his citizenship certificate » which
is usually kept in the upper pocket of his coat., No lighter is
available for smoking.

B) Woman's pocket, inserted on the right in her trousers (knswn as
Mompei), contains her citizenship certifi )

which is onl hopping.

A) The oil of alaska pollack, squesged out from its entrails (known
as Yae), is the only ltem avails or household lighting,
Howsver, the people spend mos$ evenings without
light, which is designed to save this scarce oil for fishing and
othsr unfore gean circumstances,
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B) Firewood is also used in lighting fishing boats at the sea.

C) Summer fuel for the household consiets of various weeds and
grasses, collscted by housewives in the nearby mountains,
For autumn and winter cooking and heating, pine-tree
are collected by the women. The mounteins 25X1
are covered with sporadic and relatively small trees. The people
have been forbidden by the authorities from cutting these small
and scarce pine-trees in the mountain or willows in the fields,
However, they are overlooked in cutting worthless trass o owing
in the area. | i 25X1
man cuts a pine tree, he will be jailed for three (3) yeais.,

27, gine needles and grasses, collected by housewives 25X1
he 5osb readily obtainable fuels for the househoid. | | 25X1
somotimes, women fram other villages came‘ "E;o gell =N

ir pine needles, 90 - 100 Wor per bundle.
‘ ‘people can not afford to buy those 25X1
needies Irom woman dealers, and tlus very often spend winter days
without hest, o fusl raticning is available 25X1
for the housshoid,
N

28. 25X1

290

3‘3«:

al, the tex-in-kind for fishermen consistsof 15 percent 25X1

[3 e a catch, which is paid by the fishing cooperatives

concerned, and those for famer reent of the actual
crop yield. However the actual volume 25X1
of taxes in crops ax 8 percen vel of the actual ;rield.,

i¢. The pgyment of taxes for fishermen is performed by the individual

fiehing cooperatives concerned, which pay in kind to the financial

department of the county (Kun) pecple!s commities, and the tziese
trd 3

for farmers are collected in kind the »nr i } tg 25X1
WMMF 254

53, 25X1
[the rish wers not converted into money but changed 25X1
into rationed food ltems, which wers too small to maintain a living. ‘ 5x1
i ‘the fishermen were forced to buy 500-Won 20X1
govarmment bonds.
) ] — The people's
demands for iueg;e]ﬁﬂifemeir%ousewives, who 25%1,
collected pine es anc grasses from the mountains, and expenses
for daily commodities and other items were derived from secret desl~

Ings in fish, :
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%5, PONCLL sresessscceaca 5 ~ 10 Won each
others (unknown)

35. The denominabions, in which North Korean Won are printed, consist

of 50 Chbn, 1 Won, 5 Wonm, 10 Won, and 100 Wdn, and of these, the
denoninations of 5 Won and 10 Won are in the greatest use; 10C Won

{ 25X1

25X1

37. 'There was no blackmarketting in currency

38, Drugs and rice are the most valuable easiest items to convert into
cash| and of these, medicine is the most reacily 25X1
convertible into cash or rice.

3%, the Farmera' Bamk is 25X1
Jocated in the seat of the Huadse-gun Govermment (EA 181k), scme
four (4) kilameters from Hori (EA L462179). 25X1
0, 25X1
hi.
2.
a yongster of the Heep!yong village (EA 2307), was shipped To 25X1

the Soviet Union for forced labor shortly after the liberation, and
who returned home sametime in summer 195L.

3. | | some ten (10) residents Qmm forced 25X1
to join the military service by internal affairs n personnel, 25X1
ard besides this, two (2) out of five (5) households that left the
area moved to the Songjin Steel Mill. The destination of the remain-

ing three (3) households is unknown. dwring the war, 25X1
a total of eight (8) young villagers also left \ 25X1
| | 25X1
TN 25X1
HER ‘ sometime in avbumn 195k, 25X1

in the Chdngho villags (EA L61175), a Pecple's Armed Forces deserter
Was taken to a coal mine under the guise of labor mobilization.

| | 25X1
LS. population figares: 25X1

Huri village (EA U62179) c.cacacees.. 100 (approximate)

Ghonélc village (EA h62]-75) becosecse 70 ( "

Hwangan village (EA LB62187) ceeeoesee UOO ( ] )

TIoUN Village ssecccsccsccsosncssscs 100 ( " )
Wi  groups of beggars are wondering in Kilchu-ip, 25X1
1,3 25X1
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149. 1In the area of the Hwadae-gun govermment, a large-scale 25X1
irrigation project being implemented by groups o £
’_l&@sg this project, started in 195 25X1
l_‘—

25X1

0. large number of woman-farmers snd villagers 25X1
were mobilized in shifts for the sbove mentioned irrigation project
in Bwadae-gun.

51. | at 25X1
villagers were mobilized for an irrigation prcject, starting at 25X1
1000 hours in the morning until sun set (around 1800 hours).

52, | | 25X1

\ 'some Soviet materials wewe delivered to a 25X1
factory.

53. In sbstract but exact insulting language, people call Soviets
teurrieh guys', and Chinedé xets "barbarians®.

Site various gea weeds, octopus, and tispangs 25X1
were shipped out to Commnist countries (Cormunist satellites).

55, 25X1

56,

57. It takes four (L) to five (5) days to receive mail from a locality,
some LO kilmmeteras away. |

25X1
58, 25X1
59.
60,
61,
62,
53
Gli. In the Hwangam village (EA 462187), the farmers grow rice, yellow
millet, black millet, potatoes, and barley. ‘ ‘ 25X1
25X1
65, \ 25X1
The Farm Cooperative in the Hwangam village, which was ZOX1
established in 19 onsists of less tl cent of the total
farmer-villagers. ember-farmers of 25X1

two (2) families broke with their cooperative.

5he Most of the farmers are against the current cooperative farming,
which gives member-farmers neither a bresk on taxes nor an increasse
in fertilizer or implements.
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Farmers pay to the government 25 percent of their field crops
(such as yellow millet and black iillet) and 27 percont of their
peddy crops (rice). Howover, the situabion is that the actusl
percentage of crops delivered to the govermment covers more than
helf of the actual yield. Everv autum, following the harvest.
farmers carry their tax-crops to the district (Fi) peoplais
committee office.

‘\ ___ |manure is the only fertilizer availe
able for farmers, for which gll farmers and women are mobilized in
weeding.

\tha farmors use cattle-driven fam e Tl

which existed during the Jgpanese ruls. therse

wWeré no new devices to spesk of, or rented implements for the farmers.
accarding to hearsay, in some other areas,

Soviet tractors are availebls for farmers.

A large mumber of students and non-farmer women are mobilized for
farming, which is due to the shortoge of farm labor.

‘fishermen usuaily fish at four (L) miles off

shore in groups of five (5) to six (6) each. \

Daytime fishing ends before sunset, and night fishing ends

before dawn. thora are no regulations restricting
the location e
Dogs and chickens are raised - ]

\ | barley suffered from a diaaaae‘
which resulted in the destruction of much barley. However, thsre
vere animal diseases to speak of i.d:)villaga.

]

7‘ neither doctors nor medical were
available to the people patients
therefore must be carrie -C n Hwadae area

for treatment.

A People's Hospital is 1owmm

Once, after the amistice, the people mzvﬂlaga were
Immnized for sn unknowm purpose.

e e s e W - = - e = o
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82. No drugs are avallable to the people on tha market. | ]
83.
8k,
85.
The Huri village, which consists of ons

neighborhood (Pan), has a total population of about 100,
86. ‘
87. the neighborhood chief,

was & Labor Party member.

the chief enjoyed beiter house furniture, then non-party

mamhara, _ R
38, | 5 HAN In-kwon _<TA) an ex~scidier,

living in Duangait, was the chief party official
] the ohief is a native of Hwangem.

89, ) \L the people harbor ill-feeling toward

organizations and groups. The streng each neighborhood depsnds
largely upon local condiiions.

M T'o-t3k (NI‘%)L o W
LOTEWIGE_VRJJ_W‘;;]B'S committee. L

90, The district (Ri.). peoplet s committee, which comes under the county
(Kun) people's committee, controls all the neighborhoods in ihe

district.
91. . |
Lha averags North Korean addresses a siranger
a8 "Tongm1" (comrade, lower level).
92.
93.

among the most popular songs are '"Barmy Breeze", -losgpilal Life®,
amd and the "Song of General KIM Il-sBng, which is very pomilar
among students,

Barmy Breeze

Barmy Braezet

Come to the earth,

Ard blow my words far back to my home,

To homs, my beloved home,

Where lovely maidens played among the besauty.
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Hospital Life

Easy hogpital life,

Incurable patients,

Be not anxlous, Canrade Dector,
Be not in grief, you patients,
May you recoverg, some fine day.

oups reading newspapers, such as the Hambuk :
Ilbo (Hemgyong-bukto Daily) and the Nodong Simmun (Labor Press, .

school athletic meets marking the public holidays of the
May Day ard the mugust 15th Day.

any kinds of religlous worship is prohibited.

Both new resident and visitor have to appesar at the neighborhood
chief for registration. Otherwiss, They will be in trouble at the
internal affairs station, which undertakes this registration control.

urfew starts from 200 hours.

| the Haap! yng Police Unit of the Hwadse Intornsl

Affairs Station had the most immediate effect "lhe unis
strength is unknown

People have griavanceé against the current living standards, the
rehabilitetion work, and the tex-in-kind.

The people‘ bject the Communist regime, because
of the shortage of food I Lems.

\ h)efore the Karean war, there was an anti-
Communist resistance group of young students (between 15 amd 16
years of age), who were all rounded up by the authorities.

\
Source dees not know of any passive resistance groups in North Korea.

Most of the people have grievances against the
Communist regime.
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