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fections developed. Ab3ullsh found it necessary t0 impose press censorship. FParlie-
ment had %o be dissolved. Border conflicts contimued with the new neighbor, Isrsel.
Refugees vere overyshere. Fimally, oo 20 Jly 1951, King Abdullsh wes murdered in
Jevusalem. Although the ceuses are not known - the feustieimm, the distress of the
refugees, the sati-Hashemite, antieBritich and anti-Israel sentinents undoubledly
played their part in this dasterdly act.

"King Talal succesded his father. EHis illnesz, schisophrenia, 1s & political as
well as personal tragedy et this time. A political tragedy bDecause tie West Bank,
or the ares formerly a part of Falsstine, dialikés the Hashemite ruling house and
Jorden can at this Sime 111 afford interasl &lscord and division of interest. Bub
events vers not to be stayed. Ik Septemder 1951 with the coasent of King Talal the
constitution of Jordan wes altered to provide thst vhether the sovereign is present
or sheent, Parlisment could endow o Regency Council with eoverign powers. I May,
1958, Talal agreed to the cresticm of such e Councdl and departed to Eurcpe for
medical trestsent leaving tc his prineipel supporter, the Prime Minister, Tewfik
£bdul Bude, the responsidility of creating the Counell. The Prime Mieister, bow-
ever, of cresting the council sssumed both the offices of Prime Hinister
ond Regent. Considersble criticism resulted and on b June, after receiving reports
of the condition of Talal, the Frime Minister established the Regency Councll con-
pisting of the Prime Minister, the President of the Semate, and two Genators - ono
fron the ¥est Bank, or old Pelestine, and ons from the old Transjordsc ares.

"Jugt prior to our errival in Jordsn the Regent of Iraq had been to Jordan to pro-
test agaiust the Failure to imelude om the Council o menber of the Eashemite family,
»3 well as to wge again the union of the two comriries. Desplle Ireg's great
vealth, the desert is a torrible boarrier snd unicn with Syria iz considered Yy
sone to be more dssiredle, for Syria also has an expanding economy and both Jordan
and Byria border Isrssl.

"he futtre independence of Jordax is todmy an open question. ceﬁ;&i.nlyitum
& viakle entity.

e social and economis strusturs of the Xingdou 1s also complicated by the sddition
of part of fogmer Polestine, The old Trumsjordan sres esst of the Jordan River is
prapondersntly tribal and approximately half of ite population still adheres in some
dsgree t0 the mosadic way of life. The agricultural basis is .
It i a poor coundry with 20 excess of land. In recent yeers it has suffewed from
droughts and in 1551 from a virttally complete loss of the whest cpop. It wes baving
a hard time to ressenably support its population before the populstion was tripled.
The fecllities for education are meagre and health facilities under-developed.
Iittle or no industry exists. There is a mlsimm of raw material end the possibili-~
ties of any industrial expension in competition with the peightoring states are

and exponsive terracing ie necegsary &f crops are to be grown. There is, of cowrse,
west bank bordering the Jordan River and efforts are
being made to bring water to this "dead lend". The good land of Palestine is on
the Isreell side. Also the normal avenues of trede betwecn old Palesténe snd Trans-
Sordan are out and the tourist dollars have about drled up. The old city of Jeru-
salem, vhich is in Jordan, is having a pitdful time.

"There i6 also a difference between the Palestinian Arsdb and the Transjordan Arab
in education and experience, The Palastiniun Arsd absorbed into Jorden was quite
well educated snd with considerable experisnce. His influence cn the nationsl
government has deen folt %o an extent that hae incwrred the 111-will'of many of the
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east Jordanian Arade. We detected 5 facling of antipathy on the part of both the
east of the Jordan River Arabs and the Palestinlan Arebs toward each other. The
Palestintan Arabh in the future may be handicepped in his clinces for good government
positions. In fact, on several occasions we were told that the time may well come
vhen Jordan - Jeruselem and Bethlshem includsd - may be a country without Christlans.

"The US apd Britain also are involved. The present unreal and alaocst unbenable
situation inx this country, rightly or wrongly; i1z blamed upon the declsions made by
emuswmtm

“he attitude of the Arab sgainet the Jov, contrary tc the expectations of some, is

‘#ot improving. There seems 40 bBe an eversincrossing determination om the part of the

Arsd to return to his homeland. Skirmiches scross the border are coatinmuous. The
Arsb whto has los% his land to Isresl and who aits om the rocky hiliside overlooking
1%, is often forsed by semi-starvation %o slip scross the fromtler and stzal the

produce from his own land., When he is caught, wounds or daath regpult,

“The refugee refuses reselilement sither in Jordan or inthe other Aradb countries.
Muea Alsmi, a Palestinien Areb, obtained s land concession on the west bank ¢f the
Jordan River from the government for the purpose of using it for resettlement of the
refugess. He wna surcessful in finding zood water iz the wells he drilled and the
land responded with crops. Houses vere constructed end every opportunity vas given
to the refugee to estabiish ¢ pev home, but with abeolutely no success. The refugee
is t01d by the politician thet he is going to be returnad to his home in Palestine
and ha is fearful of foing anything in ths mesntime which will separate him from his
UNRWA ration. Musa Alomi hes his *resetilamnt’ farm into villages where
voys and girls can de trained iz vocatiomal schiccls. URRWA also must still Jook
forward to the resettlement of 1t; first refuges. In the moanlime, the refugee is
decaying in the cemps and the flame of hatred burns ever wore istensely.

“Many people see only the sad statz of the refuges. Others deplore the poor healih
faeilities, Educetional facilities and feaching are far bDelow eny ressonable

of seversl wellequalifisd advissre. UNRWA, ss well as religlous and charitable or-
ganizations, ave doing much to relieve the basic requiremsnts of the refugee and o
nmmmaummmm&mnsw.

fhleben nogpiial, the Arsb National Hospital. It operstes

Mmam«tﬂm mmmm@tforMsmmmmem
2,000 patiants was 1itf)le more than $20,000, or o average of ebout $10.00 per
potient. The two doctors; both of shom vere educeted at the American University of
Beirut, are carrying on their berole work sgainst almost impossible odds. One case,
for exsmple, was a boy in Bethlsher with TB of the bone but be could not ba opersted
on until there wvas an Xeray pleturs. He would have t0 go to Jerusalem for this end
weaks would pass bDafore this was possible.

*The hospital has no Xeray equipment and the doctors are forced t0 operste in many
cages without knowledge of vhat they will find, 2An Xersy maching end gsmeral bogpital
!qﬂim‘aormmnimb&dwm

slestine under the British Handate had o good systen of education. The addition of
mmmamﬂmmzarmmmavmmmmmaamu-
daveloped educational sotenm and the resull wvas deterioratlon of both., Funds almply
were ot svalladle o carry onm = good system even with the best of good will and the
help of the welletyained Palestinien Arabp. Also the Arad refugees have intensified
the problem and while UNRWA has done much to increass the edncationsl fecilities in
Jordan, many thouwssnds of young paople ars still without school facilities.

t of Jordan for educebion is severely limited snd quite
Wﬁetﬁe@pﬁﬂﬂztﬁewmemm The Underssecretary for the
Mintetry of Bduentlon made o request for funds to supplement the laboratory equipmenmt,
provide visusl aide, purchasse bodks, provide school clinlcs, send gtudenta to colleges
outelde of Jordan and conetruct budldings,
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bead of Mission, iHiddle Best, is very much interested iz undertaking o
bas

svailable to the owmers of land, or eoonomic refugees as they are Mnown, to then
for terrscing their land. ! i

mmnwmmmamm»mmmum
primary objective is guestionsble. The crops to be grown on s terracing area wohild
be olives vhich taks from sevea twelve ysars to become productive and other

three 1o seven years $0 become produstive. In the
nsantine, while scue subsistence cyups could de raised, the mmder of peopls who
oould be helped would be limited, Terrucing is expensive.

"Ihe British Agricultursl edvisor, Mr. J.C. bas written a report, "The Frontier
Villages of Arsb Palestine” and thorein proposés thet payments be made to the lend-

"A village develomment program with general espbasis on increesing productivity, and
m&mmumm,mmwmmumm&n

§ ~ orwed i Ath tie objective of raising the
social, economic, and educational standards of the Ared villages in Palestine. Musa
Alani was the guiding spirit. The withirawal of the British from Palestine and
the troudles that followed caused the Society to cansider a project to re-gettle
Ared Palestine refugess in the Jordan Valley. Permission to lsunch a re-sefitlesent
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poject uns odtained from the of Jordsn end the granted to the
u tract of about 4,000 saves of land lying west of the Jordan River 1o the
vicinity of Jericho. This was land o Ydead aud weste' and

from the growvn on the reclaimed land. Weverthelsss, it is a project which
excites the aad 12 properly flonanced and administered could make o
good comtridution to the youdh of the country.”
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