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POLITIO
‘ne political interests ard ambitions directed to the East of
Burope aré reflectea in westearn. Germany of today in two different
trerds of thought. hese differences arse exprossed 1in the Progranmesd
as well as in the forms of organisation. And each of theee WO
trends finde 1ts adherents in @ different cirole of society.

The briefest description of these two trends is as follows:

1. The trend of *1limited* political aims - advocating a return

to the Btstus quo prior vo 1839, (Ornly a amall fraction of
this cesap Bupportis a moreo drast ic programné, of the return
to the status quo wrior to 1914)., -

3. ‘fhe trend of sunlinited*® politiocel aims: a reconstruction
of Germany's poseition in the Bast of Burope. As to the means
towards this end, many various tendencies exist, such ae:

(a) the return to the RAPALLO system

(b)the reconstruction of the pre-war central Buropean syetem,
with Germany as 1ite chief factor,

(¢) the establishment of ar economic system concentrating
sround Germany. based or the principles which were
promoted by CLAUDIS® in the years 1934-38,

(4) the disintepration of the Soviet Union on the etnographig

' principle, and a political and cconomic penetration Yy
Germany into the new national states. (Beside the coun-
gries of Central Burope in the strict sense of the word,
this camp advooates the necessity of ereating the in-
erondent gtates of Ukraine. Byelorussia, Caucasian
countries ard Turkestan).
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he first of these two trerds is the result of the oconditions
btrought about by the war, i.e.: territorial changes, compulsory

departations ard of the refugee exodus from behind the Iron
Curtain,

The second trend marks the rebirth of traditional tendencies
in Bast-European policy of Germany, %ith very few exceptions,
it is, on the whole, devoid of drastic imperialistic tendencies
of the Hitlerite iype ard such like. Arart from the search for
political solutions which would assure a decisive predominance
to Germany, certain attewpts may also be obmerved to work out
& prograame introducing a balance of equality between Geraany and
Bastern countries. Here, the only variety which may be described
imperialistic, 1s the tendency to the restoration of the
APALIO system, i.e. the systiem of the division of influence
eitween Germany and Russia on the territories situstsad bdetween
these countries. Thie tendency, ir turn, tekes undear consideration
two alternative poseibilitiss:

- RATALIC csystem based on GER.ANY's collabersation with the
SOVIET UNIONK,

= RAPALLO system as modus of cooreration between Germany
and the future, democratic Rueaia in which the Communist
regime hse been overthrown,

On the grounds of this most sketchy characteriestion of
|%wo main trende of German interests and ambitions directed to
the Bast, the following observations can be made:

1. The %trend of "limited" politicel aims finds its expression
in 8 precised programme. Thie is also reflected in well-
destermined. organisation forme of its pertimans., Purther-
more, this trend has at ite disposal & strong and extensive
apparatus of action, which has already gained certain
political posmition in Weetern GCermany.

2, The trend of *"unlimited™ political aimes hae not, as yet,
determined its mrogramme., Its mdherents are still in the
staye of recearch and discuzsion., Their direst political
activity is rather within the limite of fuggevting snd
inspiring of aertain political moves.
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Of these two trends, the first one has the support of  the
nacses, Several million deporteem, e pellees and refugees, grouped
in *motherland® organisations, are a’l behind the mwogramme of

- %limited*® political aima. which for “hem is expressed by the
slogan: *we want to go back home®.

At the sgme time, the -second trerd finds ite adherents in a
group of edite - experta, scientiets,and politicians who however
- with few exceptions - do not play ¢ prominent political role
at present.

Thie does not mean however that ihe importance of the first
trend is bigger. The tendencies of "limited" political aime often
find their outlet ir noisy public deronstrations; the cemp of
*unlimited" aims works discreetly, behind the official political
socene, affecting not so much the superficial moods of the publiec
opinion se the decisive centres of tle political machlinery of
Yeat Germany.

After these few initisl explanations. we shall pressent a
detalled deecription of both main trends.

[-) ed"® i

As result of a process of unification, the year 1982 brought
the formation of a general representstion of all German depor tees,
expellees and refugees from Eastern Europe. This large group
found its political exponent in the political party GBHE - GESAMT.-
DEUTSCHE BLOCK DER HEIMATVERTRIEBENE UND BNTRECHTETEN,

In the post-war years. many other political perties had
courted the votes of this group of population. The Socisnlist Party
SPD had comparatively the greatest chances of eucceess; this is
easily understood, tsking into account the difficult materis]
situation of the deportees, expellees ard refugees. The Communiste,
although the most radical, could not nope to gain the sympathies
of this category of people. since deportations or expulsions
were being decided by the Soviet Union or Communist regimes. which
also forced people to escapes.

The political leaders who arose among this group, came to the
conclusion that a creation of their own., separate political re-
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rresentation would be the moet proner soliution. They thought that
such a represeration would most effa: tively promote the interests
of the group., Simultaneously. it ocould take sdvansage of the
poilitical interplay between other political parties,

Theee calculsations jrcved to be ;ustified. The GBHE participated
in the local elections, srd dvring tle last two years won aroumnd
16-18% of votes in varioue corstituercies. Ir this way, in seversal
instances it gained a very impcrtant position, balarcing the
forees 6f two political parties whicl are now the astrongest in West
Germany, 1.e. Christian Democrats of Chancellor ADEFAUER, amd
the Socialiste which are in sharp oprosition esrainst his cabinet.
¥aldemar ERAPT, depuiy to the BONN perlisment and leader of the
GBHE, usea this possibility of acting as a balancing force in a most
AdT01t menner. Hie tactical slliancet, whether with Christian
Demoorate or with the Sogialiste, are¢ alweye concluded after the
respective other periy agrees to supjort the camp of "limited*
political eims. During the period of negotiations to obtain the
ratification of re-militarisation agi esements between the Allies
and %West Germany, EKRAPT ewitched the votes of the GBHE to the
support of ADKNWAUER. Wothing has officially been published as to
whethar. and how far, had ADENAUBR graran.eed the support for
IRAPTS party. But it is gquite certair that withcui such guarantes
the GBHE would not have appeared in the group of adherents of
the re-.militarisation sgresments,.

Apart from this political representation. ombodied in the GBHE.
the camp of "limited"™ political aime poseeeses a large maohinery
of propagania. Here wa find, first of all, more than ten weekly
rewspapera, of which the most importert gre:

- DIE STLMME (Hamburg)

- DER SCHLE3IER (Recklinghamsen)

SCHLEYISCHE RUMDSCHAT (Stuttgart)

« BUDETEWDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG (Bayreuth)
OS'-WEST-XURIER (Praskfuri/M, figsturg, Humburg)
-DIE B UCKE ({(ltunochen)

- SUDBTENIAND (Detmold).

?

A
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Apart from these regularl  pablished weeklies, the camp of
*limited® political aime has at its disposal some 40 periodicals,
ecattered all over Western Ceimany. .lo8%t of them have a specified
gsographical character, and are interested in Aaifferent regiona
from which thay readers derive their origin (e.g. BALTISCHE RUWD-
BCHAU, SCHLBESISCHBS .[OVATSBLATT. OPPELNER WACHRICHTEN a.s.o0.)

The programme of a return to pre-193% status quo often gives
birth to revisionist tendencies. They are particularly strong with
regard to the present Polish-Germmn frontier., Nearly all the
deportees are unanimous in their demands for the reestoration of the
frontier of before 1939. The revisicnism of the deportees from the
Sudeten is much less marked. ilost of them flemand a posaidbility to
return, dbut without a modification of the frontier. Similarly,
no revisioniast tendencies are apparent in the attitude of the pgroup
transferred frem TPansilvania or Banst. Cotin s b !

The revisiotdst tendencies obtain the support of right-wing
nationaliet political groups. For example, the FDP party - placed
at the utmost right of the coalition becking ADEFAUER's cebiret -
has emphasized many times its solidarity with the revisionist
trends, (Here, a diecussion may be guoted as exemple. which de-
veloped in Western Germany at the beginning of 1952 over the eo-~
called documentary film “KROUZWEG DEL PREIHEIT" - Crossroads of
Preedom. ‘This film treated as German not only the territories
situated between the ODRA-NISA line and the 193¢ Polish-German
frontier, bui even those Polish territories - as POZNAW ocounty
and Polish Pomeramia - which found themselves within the frontiers
of independent Poland after 1918. Irn this nation-wide disoussion,
the FD?P perty declared i1ts full support for the claime expressed
by the film.)

It should be sdded that in the conglomeration of deportees,
expellees and political refugees from the east. the neo-Hitlerite
groups which « though within modest limits only - 8till are
aective in Western Germany, have fourd but an insignificant numder
of supporters. The l-ck of popularity of neo-Hitlerism is attributed
to the fact thet it was the Hitleriem who had initimnted mass

tranefers of the population {e.g, ir BANAT and THANSYLVANIA), and
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‘afterwards - owing to Germany's defeat - had become the csuse of
compulsory dsportations,

The activities of the sgroup of “"limited™ political aims enjoy
a more or less official support of the BOWN Govermmert. The
dinlatry for the Questions od Deportees headed by LUKXASCHEX,
and in particular the Liiristry for AllJGerman Questiors under
KAISER, are giving to this group much practical, and often also
finanoisl, acsistance. Thus, e.g. anmongst the official publicati-
ons sponsored by KAIUBia's Ministry, a work entitled “JsESBITS
. YOR ODER UND REISSE® appearsd %, print. This work advocates
revisionist ideas, and its suthor Silesius ALTER is one of their

deading ropagators,.

‘ On the grounds of this more detailed information about the
- $rend of "limited® political aima, the following assumntione
may be drawn:

l. This tromd i3 not a political conception; it is rather a
progranne of activities. According to the intentions of
its renresentatives and to the posaibilities offered oy
the current political situation, it is revealed eithar
in revieionist clsims, in emotional threats of s revenge,
or in demands for restoration of propersty or compensation
for material losses, or even in the longing "to go back
bore® without any requests of political nature. It is
&8 programne brought about dy ciroumstances, born,from

- Yerritorial and constitutional changes after the last
war.

2 with the passage of timo, the importance of this trend

‘@ dininishes. The number of its pariisans, though alwgys

" consideradble, gradually grows smaller. Some of them become
aseinilated in new conditionms. his applies in particular

- %o tha younger generations, and also to those of deportees
and expellees who have managed to oreats new nonditione of
existence in a new place. It is not beyond the point %o
add here that according to the official statisties of the
“estern German Government, the unemployment on the territo-
ries under its control vacillates between 1.1 and 1,3

million for quite a time elrewdy. PTaking into account that
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the number of employabdble people in the mass of deportess,
expellees and refugees from the east amounts to some 4-5
milliony (which rather overestimates the position), these
statistics demonstrate that e very considerabls part of
this large  group has already been mble to seitle down. /
As example, we may quote the new centres of mfolklore
industry on the BODEN Laks. in whioh the 0ld, traditional
centres of thie industry from SUDETEW or Lower SIIESIA
have been rermyoduced.

These observations allow the conclusion that the current
interests and ambitions directed to Bast{ Buropean affairs, insofar
as they are reflected in the trend of *limited™ politiocal aims,
do not exert a decisive influence on the shaping of the new
German politioal dqgetrine with respect to the Easst, -

In this sphere, the leading role is played by the second
trend, described in our introduotion ie the trend of “unlimited*
political aims, '

As slready stated ir the initial remarks. this trend hges not
yet worked out 2 new German political dootrine with regard tc the
East.

The primary resson for it are presumably the encuxmbrances
of traditional German concepts of Bastern Europe. Another serious
reason is undoubtedly the fact that the results of the war had
twposed the greatest sacrifices on the Prussian group which had
formulated these concepts and enforced ihem on the German policy.
Apart from great losses in human lives, thie group has been
deprived of its material besis to a much greater extent than
other German groups, which in Vestern Germany are quickly reatoring
their former standard of property.

The *traditional encumbrances” nay be listed aa follows:

l. §ne ides of RAPALLO which refers to ancient Berman-Rusaian
elliarces of the beginning o2 19th century iIn .ablished

works dealing with the poesihility of a new German-Russian
collaboration, the agreement of 'TAUROGI is often mentioned
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as & symbol of such ocolleboration. The circles of German
*nentralists® consider it possible to establish such relations
even wiih the Soviet Kussia, The leading members of this group
are: Dr, Joseph WIRTH -~ former Clancellor of the Reich from
the time of signing the RAPALLO txeaty; Helene WESSEL - former
rreaident of the ZBENIHUS Party in the BONN Parliament; Gustav
HEIRE.ARN - feormer ninister of internel affairs in ADENAUER'e
firet cubinet, who also was the president of the Chisef Synod of
the Brargelical Church; Rev, iartin NIEMOEngi;i president of
the Evangellcal Church in HESSEW province; Guats¥ GEREKE, fosrmer
"minister in the goverment of lewer Saxony, who however in the
sacond half of 1952 seexed the "asylum”™ in Baztiern Germany.

e S UPALEL

This group bhas a certain inflvence in %Weatern Germany; .
it sitrives, in the first place, tc the *unification of Germany®,
in agecordance with the formula sponsored by the Soviet Union.

I+ is interesting to mnote that this section of the RAPALLO
group has acquired a certain suoport in the protestant circles.
This is the moreé charscteristic that Eastern Germany - with the
sxcaption of Silesia - had alweys been the domain of the Evan-
goliceal Church, while Western and southern Germeny hsd been
undar Catholic influence.

A more moderate protestant group stande in between the
trend towards an agreement with "any® Russia and the camp
backing the agreement with Ruseis “of the future®. In Harch amd
April 1953, an interesting diecussion wam eracted in the columns
of the official publication of the Bvangalical Church *S8ONNTAGS-
BLATT (Hamburg). between the remresaentatives of the EZvangelical
Church and of the Orthodox Churech. This discussion, without
in the leamt referring to any currant politieal probleme.
maintained the possibility of a closert cooperation of thess
two Churches.

The tendencies towards cooperation with *future® Russia
are most demonatratively expreseged in the activities of the so-
oalled "Socisty of German-Russiar l#riendship®. The Sccisty was
formeé on the inspirstion of Rusesian emigrant circles grouped
around the ¥TS (“solidarists”), and has managed to win the-
backing of many and varied German groups. Dr, EBrnst REUTER,

Mayor of Western BEBRLIN, enjoying 3 high popularity in Western
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Germany, in 1981 gave his sponsorship to a number of

occasias arranged by the Sooiety. (In all fairness, it should
be explaeined here' that during 1952 Dr.REUTER revised his
former attitude ard, in an umdemonstrative manner, withdrew
his support from the Society.)

In the number of those openly propagating the idea of
collaboration with Russia "of the future®, there ie also the
so-called “Colonel .ULLEK's group®. (This group, recruited
from offigers of the former German srmy connected with the
attempt on HITLERE of"20 July®, had once tried to seise ocontrol
of the German combatant movement. but did not eucoceed,)

The “Congress of PFree Nations® called to DUSSBLDORF in July
1852, was held under the auspices of *Col.dULLSR‘s group®
on ore hand, and of the Russian NTS group on the other,.

' Also, the collaboration with *futwre® Russia is promoted
by the group *KAMFP GEGEW UNMEWSCELICHEBIT®, particularly
active in VWeatern BERLIN., Its chairman Ernst TILLICH parti-

ipates in the work of the Socilety for German-Russian Friend.
ship.

This particular section of the *RAPALLO of the future®
has for the main mwirciple of its programme the recomgnition
of the present territorial range of Russia. i.e. the refusal
to acknowledge the strivings to independence of the nations
whioch had been incorporated in the Roviet Union in the years
of the Great Bolshevik Levolutign,

The ocooperation with Eussia. whether "now® or in the*future
finde. also partisans in certain circles of former army offiocers.
It ie rather diffiocult to cite the names in this respect. But
characteristically enough, in the political literature there
is a continuous series of worke praising the benefits which
Germany -  had drawn from the collaboration with Russia.

The example may be given of the large synopsis of the memoirs
of formexr minister GROENER published by ®DEKULSCHE RUWDSCHA U™
in 1950 already; ore quite lately - the work by the former
airforce general Helm SPEIDEL (his brother, Gon.lieut. Hans
SPEIDEL, is military advisor to ADENAUER), which was published
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in 1985 by "VIEKTELJAHRSHEPE PUR 2ETTGESCHICHTE® in STUPFTGART.

Both these worka, printed on &ifferent dates, deal with the
German advantages from the cooperation with Kussia.

Duar ing ADENAUBR's latest ata> in the USA, he declared at a
pregs conference that there is no fear of the renovation of the
BRAPALLO policy., since objeotive coniitions for such policy do not
oxist. (It 18 interesting to note that the identical formulation
9f Germany's attitude to RAPALLO wae set out already in 1951
- BY profsesor M. WINKLER)., Such a statemeny does not exclude the
possibility that, were such objective conditions -~ 1.e, dalance
of power between Germany and Russia -~ to reappesar. a new, one-
sided, Russian-German cooperation miyht emerge. Chancellor ADERAUER,
Anvariably most precise in formulating his siatements. ir this
- oas8 alsc sdopted the principle of "leaving the bridges urburnt®.
In Germany. the political circlee gsve to hie declaration a great
"deal of serious attention. This tendency to insure the possible
futures EAPALIO policy is expreassed, e.g., in the columns of the
l1iberal rewspaper *TAGESSPIBGEL"from BERLIN, having no cornections
with any political ' party. which bas a great importance for shaping
the public opinion, and not confined to Western BE:LIN only.

(The *TAGESSPIRGEL" pudlished quite often the arvicles by O.E.H.
BECKER, one of the leading adherents of Germany's collsboration
with *future” Russia.)

Another newspaper which almso, from time to time, follows
“the 1line of ®ingurance® for the possibility of collaboration with
*futurs® Rusaia, - and which is even more influential than the
STAGESSPIEGRL®, - is “ALLGE.EINE PRARKPUKTER®, published in
. 'Prenkfurt/. The naper, also liberal and reputed to have sonnections
" with the fiee-mason circles, now and again @ints an article of
. Paml SETHE, ite permanent collaborator. SZTHE supports the idsa
.02 "not burning the bridges® and ‘the tendenoy of a possible, future

eooperation with "future Russia®,

All these tronde of restoration of the EAPALILO policy have,
i howevex, a cartain-drastic imnlication for the political circles
- of Western Germany. since they are ai the same time propagated
not only by Esstern Germany but also directly by uOSCOW. The
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*TAGLISCHE KUNDSCHAU™ '« newspaper of the Soviet Army of occupati-
on in Bastern Gerthany, appes ing in the German language - reminds
its readers moet earnestly of every anniversary of RAPALLO or
TAUROGI agreement, as the example of the just and proper political
line of Germany with respect to the East. In 1963; the same news-
reper printed an article by Wilhelm PIBCK himaself, glorifying
RAPALIO. These Soviet suggestions and hints sometimes place the
¥estarn German politicians and writers ir an awkward position,
since the latter would pxefer to avoid the charge that they act
under the Soviet influence. Therefore, the tendencies to the
return to HAPALLO policy are ofter expressed not only with
utmost carefulness but also in such form which would imply that
they have nothing to do with tentative whispere from the Soviet
side. This 18 particularly stresaed in political memoirs. B.g.

in the book "DBUTSCHLANDS WEG NACH RAPALLO" (1951) the author
Wipert von BLUCHER. former employee of the Eastern Depariment of
the German Poreign Office, endeavcura to put an emphasis on the
German initiative behind the RAFPALLO treaty.

Deapite the statemente to the contrary in the BONN parliament
(declarations of GERSTERMEIER, one of the leading deputies of
CDU, during the debate on re-militarisati on agreement in July
1952), the tendencies of returning to the policy of RAPALO
must be considered as well rooted in the range of German politi-
cal concaepts, especially in the right-wing political groupe, as
well as in ceriain circles of the German General Staff, now in
its renaissance,.

Other traditional sncumbrances in“luercing the evolution of
political doctrines with regard to the East. of a completely
differont nature than those gbove-described, exist in the
circlee which in Nazi times, and during the last war, were
connected with the regime then in power.

>

Under the Hagl system, the problems of the East were
subordirated parallelly to four different institutions:
(1) Poreign dinistry, headed by RIBBENIROP;

(2) German Army (as concerned the administration of near-fro:-
areas);
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(3) ROSENBERG"s ministry for Bastern Territories;
(4) BLMWLER 's ministry of State Security,

Withir. tha tean of these four goverrmenial departments,

two Aifferent political copeepts fought eaoch other. RIBBEN-
%cmmmm%nﬁfﬁgﬁi? of conguest; while
ROSEEBERG'e collsborators, and primarily thée pémbere of the
Army Gereral 3taff. began to consider the idea of Germany'e
teking advantage of genersl enti-Commurist feelings in the
Bast, or specified deconcentrating tendencies towards
rationa) indwpendence among the nations incorporated in the
8coviet Unior by forcé or violerrce in the yesrs 1917-22.

Almopt simultaneously., Loth ihe OKH {HQ of Land Porces)
and ROSENBERG'e teem ceme to percelve the benefits which might
accrue to Germany from playing on these differsnt tendencies,
Only ROSEWBERG propagated the concept of establishing
a German colonial systam in the East, after Ruseia'e colliapse;
while the military proup saw the possibility of forming =
chain of free states in the Bavt, connocuted by economic and
oultural collaboration with Germany. The most rrominent indi.
vidual who promoted asuch ideas and evan ~ 10 a certain ex-
tent ~ was carrying them 1o proctioal effect, was Colonel
‘E?AG?PEEBERG, orgarizer of the "20 July” attempt.

The tendency represented by the military grouvp was un-
doubtedly derived from the old coneeptions of *YITTELEUROPR"

. &8 Well as from the more recent conceptions, foraulated
before the first world war, by Friedxrioh FWAUUANE and BERLIN's
HOCBRSCHULS PUR POLITIK, - later token up by the Eastern Insti-

" tugeye in RERLIN, BRESTAU and K"ENIGSBERG. and firally -
by HASHOPER fe geo-politicel group.

0f the namea connected with the propsgation and execution
of both these concepticns: the colonisl concepiicn aml collabor}
ation conception. the followins should be mentioned: In ROSEN-
BELG's minisiry, ~ TAIBRANDT, "rof, yon JENDE. Dr.Otto BREUTie |

K. in OTAPPREBHRG "8 gronp: %6n.Heins BERLIATUH. Gen, Brnst.
ingHIFG. Col. HEHBES Col. PREYTAGH- LOBINGHODVEN, u.ajor KONNE,

Ma jor VOIXEL,
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The relations between tha OKH and ROSENBERG himself were
rather scarce; however, their Tespective subordinaste teams of
civil servants and officeres were in frequent and very close
contacte. Together, they resisted the principle of the conguest
and oppreasion of the Bedf, sponsored and introduceu by RIBBEN-

TTROP end "HLLJLEK. Also, the dynamic group of STAUFFENBERG,
succeedad in winning over a group of employess of the Poreign -
Ministry. including SCHULLENBURG, “nrmer ambaseador in :0SCOW,
(The functions of liaison were periormed by baron HILGEk, former
secretary of the Embassy, cunnecied with the ¢lass of Baltic-
Ruselar sristocracy through his marriage to baroness PAHLEN. ;

There was a momant when STAUFFRIINBERG's group succeeded in
securing the support of GOEBBELS fur its ideas; but it could
never gain the approval of HITLER, in whose opinion even the
¢colonial coneeption of ROSEWBERG wi: not in accordance with the
principle of an all-out conquest o! the East by the German
*HERREWVOLK®,

In practice, sIAUFFEWBERG'e id.as resulted ir the organisati-
or of *free" military formations o} various naticnalities {first
of all Caucesians. Turkestani and ossacke) and in the activities
of pacification on the territorise lying close to the front and
army-administered. Ali this work wia centralilsed in & special
' department of the OKH (OBEHKOM&AWDH DES HEBHES) undqx the nasme
| *FREWMDE HEERE 037", :

A e e e
The liguidation ot STAUFFEFEuR! *s group, fcllowirg the
attempt of 20 July, brought an almist complete annihilation of

all activities dircoted tc the Ban| #hich had been under taken
by Army circles.. These activities were faken up im an entirely
@ifferent form by HLI.LFK, when at .he end of 1944 he cerried
through ‘he project of the creatiu ! based on
the principles stgted in thH& *o00L{ WSK uanifeeto“ in 1942,

The few monthe of existenc: of VLAl OV’s army (ROA) and of 2
political committee formed beside i~ (KONBR -~ Committee for the
Libteration of “he Natiors of Ruesi|i, were the results of these
plans sponsored by HIJUNLER ard esupioried within the General
3taff by yet msrnother group of offi!- re (1ncluding e.g, %ilfriea
STRIK- S0 IPBSLDT, officer of rrops | inda DY nussian guastione

e
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at the OKM). After the disapvesrance of STAUPPENBERG®a gromp,
eoveral officers from the OKH, includi ng Col,HBRRE and iajor
ROBKRE, endorssd this new conceptisn, which found also the
‘support of baron HILGER.

‘These explonations of histcrical nature are rather impor t-
ant. since the ovolation of politicel plans directed to ithe Bast,
which had been going on zven under Hitlerism, ie still corti-
rauing. Xany persons who nod been engmged in the exeoution of
these plans vefore ithe wer amd Euring the wer years, are siill
alive and again working on the same problems.

Two_main groupg can now ba observed. shich comsiitute the
most important centres of not only studies =nd resesrcn but
also precising the programme of German policy tvowards the
Bast:

1. Civilien group « concentrated chief around the
Association for Research of Central Buropean Questions
(DEUTSCHE GESELILSCHAPT PW¢ OSTEUROPA KUNDE)

2. ¥ilitary group. in the frame of ihe German Genersl Staff
now undar reoconstruciion,

Thelr crystvtallisation, for natural resasons, roceedoed
rather slowly, The aftermath of a 1loat war, with losses in
human lives, and the collapse of the haterial and organisation-
al basis, brought sbout a peycholngicsl breakdown. The firat
veriod of the occupation did not allow an open metivity which
therefore begen to reveal itself only in 1946-47, as if on
the margin of the participation of some Germans in the research
or irnformation sctivities of the Allies, It is sufficient to
mantion the poamition of baron HILIER who was in touch with
the US ooesupation HQ. or the role playsd by prof.von i4EWDE
in the centre of eastexrn regearch in the Britiah gons of
cecupation. Amorg the lower ranks of these iratitutions., as
well as of other bodies of similar character. could be found
8 compavativaly large number of former civil servants and
afficers of the Berman Army, acting row as assistani-experts.

The first official irstitution for easisrn research in the
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guigse of the eo-called "DER GOTTINGER ARBEITSKREIS® was barn 1n
FWovember 1946. It 1s worth rememberin . that TRIS T6am was established
at the GOTTINGEN University in the £i'st place as a group of experts
for the preparation of some raterials for #0SCOV Conference on
Germany (in 1947). [he team worked ou:; a memorandum on East Prussia
which was handed 1o sinistar #ARSHALL a8 information material on
nolitical and e€conomic conditions in he reepective ares,

in the course of tiwe, the GOTTIN BR team was tranaformed into
a stwdy cenitre Tor eastern alffailrs, ird in 1949 was admitted to
the register of the recognized scient fio assoeiations. The group
of its founderv comprisés the namee o’ professors ¢f the former
Jniversity in ZOEWIGSBER: and members of Eastern Ihetitutes from
KOENIGSBERG. WROCLAY (BRESLAU) and BE LIV,

~

At the same time, the project of ‘:ontinumation of extensive
research wnd sgudiey on eastern probl ms was also promoted by
other oenazeaiCEP 12 Wovemeer l44¢. t .2 association called *DIR
DEULSCHE GELETISCHARPT PIR OSTENROMAKU DB* (German Soclety for
Bamtern European Enowledge) wos forme in STUTTGART. Since then,
1% hes becowe the main eivilian ineti ution in which the efforts
to precise new German political thoug it with regerd to easternm
problems ere conceutrating. |

DIE DEUTSCHS GEIELISCUAPT FER OSTUURGPAKONDE

[Eh@ resolution on the constitution of thig Society refers to
the” traditions of Tormer ifestern Irst .tutes and to the rssults
obtained by the Germen Sceiety for St wWies on Bastern Europs
founded (in 1911) and led by prof. Otho HOETSCH {died in BER LYW
aLter W war), MOBISCH began his sciontific career in 1808 as &
historian al the ther-Gerwman Universi .y in POZNAN, ¥is interests
were direcved primarily Zowerds Russii., and he considercd Easterr -
Burope as the dcmain of sithar Germaen or Russian influenee, depend-
ing or the actunl bdalance of fTorces b iween theme two grasat powers.
Later, wol . BNITSCH was aleo the @ditix of the sonthly "OBTEUBOPA"
publislisd 1 the period betweer the ti o World Wars, and he initisted

the Tormailion of Ramtern Yrgtitutes i WROCLAW {BRESLAU}, BERTLIN
nd KOBRICCBIRG .

Tre Ceelety adopted as its purpes: the work of developing the
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interest in eastern problems, initiating and orgarising studies
on these probviems, bdY supporting tke projeocts of a creation of
special institutes. These aime show the Society to be not so much
a research centre a2 a centre of iritistive and coordination

in 1ts special ephere. The above mentioned resolution sta'es

the wo;g& 8 of: economic, politiesl, historical and cultural

natures 1 oonstitnute the main subjecte of interes”

In practical oonsequence of this progremme, three sections
were formed within the Secolety: .

(a) for the questions of law, conetitution and economy,
(v) for the questions of hiatory and geography,
(e) for caltural guestions.

1t was decided to direct the work of the Scoiety through -
its local teams (which at present exiei in STurrGABY. #AUNCHEW,
HAMBURG; MAINZ, FRANKPURT/M, GOTTIKGEN, sARBURG, BBRLIN].
Pipally, it was resolved %o restore the publication of the
psriodioal *OSTBUROPA®. _

That the Society saw ite birth in STUTTGART. may be attributed
to the faot that after the wer this town gave refuge to qulte &
mnerous group of people who between the wars had been actively
. engaged in the problems of eastern policy and later were conmected
with Col. STAUPFENBERG's group. It was rot long before they
"~ were sble to seoure the support of the newspaper *CHRIST UND WELT®
3" emwlished by lideral protestant cirocles, and of *DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG"

(formerly "WIRTSCEAFT ZEITUNG") which cortirued the old tredition
of political-economic press in Germany.

The specific atxosphere of post-war STUTTGART 414 not remain
without a certain influence on the movement of *DIE DEUISCHE
GESELLSCHAPT FIR OSTEUROPAKUNDE®. The Sooiety started 1ite
existence with rather literal ideae; it gave up the traeditional
tendency of sharp revisioniem represented by the *OST® Institutes
petween the wars, and excluded from ite programme the “colonial®
concepts of ROSEVWBERG's iype, not even speaking of any concepis of
*eonquest® of the type of HITLER's. It® attitude to the traditions
of RAPALIO policy proved to be rather indifferent; the formula in
this respect (Prof. WINKLER in: "RUSSLANDS BEDEUTUNG FUR DEUISCH-
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TATD TV VEROAUSSINT? TND GEORNMANT® . Ruseia’s Ivpertence for
Gumany in the Fast and Preeent®) - being, that in the present
situxti~n, with strong Ruseia and weak Germany, suoch a polioy
of RAPALIO type‘would de %o no purpose.

*DIE DSUTSCHS GESBLISCHAF! PIN OSTEUROPARUNDE® numbers a$
prosent adows 300 sotive members. The runber of people interested
in i%e activities is hovever much larger. The quarserly *08MU.
ROPA® in 1issued in dous 5.000 oopies. But the Ssoiety strives
fe limit i%e semdersdiy t0 real experis of the guestion, emd
% grepagate 248 doctrines in an indireot way,

A% & eariain moment, Yhw Society assisted in the creation
of she so-called *“JONANY GOTTPAIRD NERDER INSTITUT® with the
University of UARBURG, which ocontinmues the 0ld sraditioms of
an institute of the same name. onos opersted in RIGA. XIts mein
interess are $he Balgic and Polish mrodlems. The Institute
pabdlickes tho irCormation monshliss: "VISSENICEAPTLICHER DIBWST®
:m .t:.h :-tr; . ;‘nmonm P 08T PORSCHUNG®™, Since 1%s

araation in 1931, the Instisute. has also to

& pard of the oolleotion of books of the fom”m ‘
Library, which possessed a very smple section of books on Polgnrd.

Purther, owing to the Hoolsty's initiative and assis tange,
instl 8 for esas blems were dorn

in 1960-51. One of them is the Bastern Iretisute in NUNCHRY, -
The project was 4o establish iy a3 & consinuasion of thHe Bistori.
08l CAROLINEUM in PRAGES - the aosdeay set up in Middle Ages
by the common afforts of the monsrechs of Folapd, Mangary and
Sersasy. for cultivating the ides of Oentrel-Bwropesan coopersiion.
™his primary ides, by the way, hal not prevailed very long in
the 014 CAROLINETM which later became s purely German universisy.
- The Imtitute in JUNCHRF oconocentrases its wark on the gnestions
of Central Burope and of Southern Bussia. A special sttention
is aleo given %0 Orthodox faith from the point of view of ite
role of politiocal instzrument. formerly of Tearist Russisn, end
now of the Soviet. polioy,

At - the same time, an Wﬂtﬁm, organised in
BERLIN, at the Prku Uriversity of Western BERLIN. IV diftfers
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IERWARY gerly "OSTBUROFA®,
X 8. Prof. - edisor of thmw:mm ofsewor
w " mangy years press oaTesponient A
e y 7 exsrsordivery st \he mmversities in Galifornia.
"\::‘&ﬁ&“t asd in Shangiai in the yesrs K06
5_0

- b’
\ »
i

l t
fron  otben wstura Insrhuibes insofar &> xt Aﬂ:vx:xen:;tt;: :L:o:-d
jree the stric .
af L . to the Fuezigmp q.vstions in ot
';';ij;f—;vailinp tepdency ic to suppors the ﬁ:?i‘ﬁzzmtitu-
the Roviet Urion. 8ven af tex nba_%guu PO eal -
tional chengce on hex terrisery, (- e

The lesding regresentatives of °DWUTBCHS OBSBLLS CHANT
P OBTSTROPAKUNDE® aret
A ol Fmans ‘ f the Soolety
Tormmr furholar aﬁrnlm ISTRIOH . ocheirman ©
:' m Os%0 m”ﬂ - u,:q mn.'viu-w-idont of
| “; a ol t(l‘w Sowisty,
3. Prof. Ottvo SENMILLER, empoutive direo of
° Zormer atwasdd of the (srmer Bubassy in 0800w dont
4. Artur ¥,JUST - polisieel writer. German press correspordes

6. Ozl OQustev JTROEN- sereiary of "he Soelety

9. Otto Eeinrie) MREISONER - pudlisher- of the weekly *CHRIST
USD WELT®

the seotion

FIOSPIEG, ROCLAN and MAQGUE, Nsad of
:ncr:mtno ;nﬁ refugees in the Pavarisn goverment, .
8. Prof STADTIUNLER - RMUNCRN Univereidy. J——
3. B'ot: fiuns KOCB « direcior of Bastern Innt:utgnen wnocmw’
) foraerly professor ad unimoit(i’;»n in I'OIIMB ’ '

. 4 on Orthodox Omuxcli.
4 v’ﬂ‘x::nlr::rﬂm - MUBRCHEW Universisy, expert on Soviet
Prot. I . » bofore the war
. Erwin WOSCHJIEDER, MUNONEW Urdversity;

o ngrma extraordimary et aﬂ!}.l( BAT(RY Uriversity in
6. Prof. MATRCINK - MUWCERT University, also rector of the

*froe Ukrainian university® in MUVCHEE.
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2. br, "
.“’.ﬂcru ﬂf::.ﬁt - Jom (6oomnt) at HALUBURG Upiver.
e i podlems, contrdbutor of *BURCFA
ncuv ot ”":la.) and editcr of o Ppe8ia; uarte:x
5. mrﬂm& et paper entitiea *OSTBUROPA ARCHIV® *
: m.wmumm- & Dlelogiss, : '
5 o b“.“m. 14 SPULER . orientalist, HALBURG University
Tacalty ot s = professor oxiraordinary at the
.. oo “:whnu. BAMBURG University.
.nomty ot'mmaluicmcw- lecturer (dccent) at tne
7. Georg .WIEMER - politioel writer,

nc :AR)GG: .
- Prof, N.AUBIN « head of sne
- HREDER Insgi :
2. ;:;':wfof history at e 0CLAW Uniwrnig.“’ fornerly
3. Doosnt Gottho RBODS seoretary of MBEDER Institute,
4. Dosent I» Ina » le o ar HERDER Institpte
Rl i e e
8¢ uSSmO_ University. History of Bastern Churon
: ]h-: Bwala Q:IEI“U. history of art, AALBUDEG Univeraity;
formwoou b‘:ll!- from HERDEF Inetitute in ..ARBURC
Ponary. :":t:: o:: G:'LA!D Ine$itute in GDANSK,
| ;-ut:: &% LARDUN @ Uruv;u::;mer of modern and middle-age
- Peter “CHEBIBERRY . ]
Rast, Il;' *Xpert on ssonomic roblems of the
9. Irx.
ol tam%ﬂm&:kom of libdrary of the H:EDER
former 'nruucnt’o?:::r nimto, tonian perlicment
in Bstonia, Assoclation of German Culture

10. or Wolf..n‘ P
. n -
© Institute, soientific contribusor 1o HERDES
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~ Prof. TUNRPEATOP fyow NMUNBTE - in wer times expersd on
psyehologioal warfare at the OKW;
- VYippert von BLUCHER - former diplomat from the Poreign Mimi-
stry (1911.1944), former Germar minister in Iran. in Pinland,
and partioipant of the RAPALIO oorference;
< Dr. Berbert LUDAT, professor of modern hissory in MUWSTEH

University:
-~ Prof. Osrl BIRNKMANN from the university in TUBINGBE;
- Robert IN, author of the bdooks: "AUSSENPOLITIK AIT

PALGONEN BeGR IB * and "VOW PALLEYRAND ZU LOLQTOV®;

-« Prans GASB - gsuthor of the dook *DEUL3CH, LAVISCHE SCOHICKS.
ALSGEMEYE3OHAPT® (1962 published by the GOTTINGER ARBEITSEREIS)
attempting to analyse the poseidilities of oooperation bdetween
Germany and Oentral Burope.

Dn this large group of personslities. some nanes deserve a
special mention for a particularly ¥ivid political sotivity whioh
they demomestrate in the mids$ of ell scien 8ts and experts.

They are:

1, Min. Theodor OBBRLANWDEE, JUNWCHEN,
8. Prof. Klaus JBHWBRT . STUTTGART,
’o Hcf. Otto Smm - st‘RT.
4. Docent Wernexr UARKERT - GOTTIWGEN,
8. Dr. Harald LAEUER - HAUBIRG.

Certain tactical differences appesr in the lealing group.
especially between Minister OBEiLANDER and the remaining’
exparts; but externally they all sct in great solidarity, and
achieve a good oocordimation of the efforis of around 300 special-
ists and experss.

' The centre., however. being a conglomeration of different and
varied msohools of German political thought. it has not as yet

sucoseded in precising any definite doctrine with regard to east-

orn mwoblems. If we attempt to descride in a most od jective way

the terndencies of the "DEUSSCHE GESELLSCHAFT PUR OSTEUROPAKUNDE®,

we ahall find that the following ideas and opinions may de

| \ considered as generally prevailing:
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1. ™at 14 45 necessary %o restore the @me-1939 status quo
with a possidility of small corrections of frontiers;

2. That 1%+ is a just solution to dismember the Soviet Union
inso & numaber of independent states, on the principls of
sslf-deteraination (apart from the Baltic States, the
independence should be granted, in the firet place, to

. the Ukraine and the Caucasien countries);

3. That 1t is neocessary to esteblish a minciple of psageful
cg-existence tetwoen United Germany and the future structwre
of Central end Bastern Burope, with Germany - as partici-
vant of the ¥Westarn-Buropsan gomplex - being aiven the
Tight of *frge-hand® policy in the Bast of Europe;
That it i® not advisable to promote federal ideas in
Eastern and Central Europe, as in the csse of factuml
establishing of a Central Buropsan Pederation, the German
policy might be hinlered in its efforts to oreats in thoee
territories a balance of powers to the advantage of
Germany.

5. That a principle of slasticity should be adopted in ihe
policy, which depending on the existing international
situation would allow either for endorsing the line of
RAPALLO sreaty, or else for the reaignation from such line
for the sake &f 'a closer collaboration with the mations
of Central European region. '

{In connaction with this point, one of the alternative
molutions, now under dispmseion, is particularly interest-
ing: renely, thut the entire region esst of the HRhine
should be organised in the freame of three dlocs: The
German dloec -~ including Anstrie, Switzerland ard Czecho-
elovakia; Central European bloe - with Poland erd Ukraine
88 its main components; and Rusais proper. Under such
an arrangement, Germany would be able to play, 1o her own
advantage, on the differences existing between the Central
European bloc and Russia, which she should atrive to
maintain.)

Thaee are the idess and tendencies which may be observed
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from the literature and the course of reasearch work, and even
clearor - from personal ocontacts with the goup of DEUTSCHE
GESELLSCHAFT. AS ooncerns the 5th point of the above progremme,
i1ts partisans see in its effecis an opportunity for building

up Germany'e position in Western Burope, Also, one can distine
guish some hints that this particulsr line of pclicy might

be coordinated with the polioy of the USA, - in the gense

that Germany would receive a sort of mandate of "fisld operstion"
Cn eastern terrisories on dehalf of the United States, dut with
@ wide freedom of decision.

Millitary Grogp

It 1s by no means easy to keep the aotivities of the
militsry group under a systematic obeervation, from the moment
when it has become transformed irioc a rmoleus of the organisati.
on of the future German General Staff. Howsver, Jjudging by

somé narss 0f people who participate in it, its interests are
presumably directed mainly to the eastern problems, and itas

1deas and opirions are rather close to those prevailing in ih@
DE UTSCHE, GESELISCHAFT PR OSTRURG AKUNDE™- '

Here, the name of GcnoraleEHﬁEH nay be mentioned as exemple;
the genaral belonged to “the Gerernl Staff in HALDEX 's time,

Another interesting name is that of co1ggg;muauuuuuwguwﬂxﬁﬁﬁkwM_
former officer of Gen.._ i{JCH's staff, when the latier stood

&t the hesd of *FREUDE HEERE OST":~Trmthe present molesr staff
organisation, Col.HERRE is to supervise the studiee‘s section,
Being a supporter of Vv ov n - a8 different from the

{ Gonoeption of independent national fo tlons - HEKRE is, per-
heps, more inclined towarde the RIPALIO Political line than

many other officers direotly connected with ?Ba\tggggr group
and idea of STAUPPENBERG. B

To deocipher real tendencies promoted by this group, is <)
&n sxcessively difficult task. At any rate - as far as it is
known -~ the group hae not yet workad out any precise conception
of eastern volicy. Two opposed opinlons ere 8till at nlay in
its midet. One of them is closer to the liberal Programme ideaa

D

(7
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6f *DRUTSEHE GESELLSCHAPFT TUR (STEUROPAKUNDE®*; the other, moTe
radical, 1s rather in favow of the view +thet it is necesszary
to eatablish a collaboration with Ruseia "of tle future® -

the latter recognized as & whole within the present frontiers
“of the Soviet Urion. with regar( to Central Burape. the mili-
tary group, Jjust as the civilia: one, endoreas the demand for
the restoratior of ths siatus q 9 of 193#&,

This very genera) d:scripticn proves that, while the ocivi-
lien group recognizes the existcnce of the Central Europeésn
complex and 1s willing to grant to 1t a certain importance 1in
the future, if only under the ccntrol of Germany - the military
group has & purely tactical apm oach %o this problem; 1ts’
tendencies are rather directed +owards a conception which,
by way of generalisatlion, may be acknowledged as the consiruct-
ion on the pattern of agITTELEULOPA® or RAPALILO, traditional
for the German General 3tati. '

FPederpiist fovement

while some federalist trende directed westwards certainly
revesl themselves in Wesatern Geimany - as it is undoudbtedly
proved by the pexticipation of German representetives in the
STRASBOURG entarprise - nothing at 21l is smld sbout a
possibility of Germsny becoming federated vwith the FBastarn Buro-
pean region. With regard to thic latier question, Germany
adopted an attitude of an observer at the Central BSuropean
conference in LOWDONW (Jarmuary 10952), ard this attitude has been
maintained. The corference itaelf was strongly criticised by
tue German political opinion.

Taking under corsideration euch an attitude of Germany %o
the cause of the federation of Eastern and Central Burope,
as compared to the very fayoursble approach to the federation
of Westerm Europe on the part of & large section of German
political circles, =« it seeme tc be obvioue that tae
‘| progremme of a *free hamd”® for Germany in the eaet still
i enjoyse a wide pooularity in that country.
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Qther Centres Shaping fastes g4 PolioY
L’Beuide the two main trends, “.e,:

1) the trend of "limited™ po .itical sims,
2j the trend of *unlinited” wlitical aims,

many fragrentary actions may b2 vbucrved ir Westarr Germany,
which however are rather of a transitory-*sstiaal nrature
than of some wider, long-range p-litiosl conceptions,

Por irstance, the German Soo.rlist Party (S¥D). in its
Eastern Departmevt, 1z osrrying .n eome research on sastern
roblems, on the margin oi 1its regular activities which are
chiefly directed to the territor;r of Eastsrn Germany. The hsad
¢f this Departmerit iw the parlianent deputy WEBHWBH, who
has developed the resecarch to co’er also the Central European
areas, His main ageistant THOWAS (of Polieh origin; shows a
good underatanding of this work. But as yet, no precise
progranme has emerged from thene efforte of the SPL,

There are soL® conneotions buitween thig activity of the-
SPD ard the so-called “ARBBITSKR:IS OSTEUROPA® i~ STUOIMTGART,
formed in 1952 as & st of adviu:ory body to thes STUTTGART
radioc station. Fpart from the Germamnm, repressnting the radio
station, this team ircludes also the renresantaitives of
varioos national groups: Latvians, Lithuaniana. Esionians,
Yoles, Ukrainians, Runanians, Hugeriane and Czenhcaloveks.
A% 1is origin lay the thought of setting up a Gesmin radio
etation destined for Clentral European countriss, ai: a comm titie
on for the Radio Pree Burope. The enterprise was inspired by
SPD clrales. Tt is interesting to note that, in the group of
Taprasentatives of Centrsl EBuropsan nationslities, there are
rany names of people who during “he war had appearsd on
occarione ccnnecied with the easern initigtives of the OKA
cr of I0BEWBBAG's ministry. Tke 'STUTTGARTER ARBEIISKREIS *
([ has rnt been wourd ur formally, but 1ts work, very enmergetic
| durirg the last year, haes now cezsed almost complelely, =
fllegedly owing to an official intervention of BOFNE circles.
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The so-0alled Batern Univeveiny in BABERC and the NORDOST-
DEUTSCHE AKADRMIE in TOWEBURG (Rrof, BOSM) 40 not have a serious
weight in the shaning of German political s$hought with regard to
the Bast. Both thess instisutions, connected with the °*PLUCHTLING"

movement - and deprived of the support of serious scientific
circles - are becoming the oentres of pseudo-scientific revisionism.

2be _Line of doverzmenial Circles

The review of different trends in German political opinion
#hould de completed by some odbsemmtions on the effects which their
influence finds in the official 1line of policy of the BONN Governe
ment.

Until rooontl.y. the sastern problems were almost entirsly out-
side this Govermaeni's scope of interests. - unless we conasider
the wark of the ministries of LUKASCEEK and KAISER, seeking
solution in the trend of “limited™ politicel aine.

In ths Foreign Winistry directed dy ADENAURR p-r-omlly. the
go-called Eastern Departmens practicelly limited its sotivity to
Teglstering certain developments. The Department was healed by
a second.rate Ministry offiocial D', XRESSMANN, The Press Office
of the BOWN Goverment aleo satisfied itself with the work of
registering, and here also the eastern problems were entrusted
to a funotionary of small importance. If a necessity srose,
the Poreign sinistry or ADENAUSR's personal secreterizi seeked
the aldvige of the ‘pEUTscHI GIBILLBOEZ?F roR osnmomxmn-
from which Prof . SCHILLMR ARX] : :

edvisors, .
later, howom. this state of affairs underwent many changes,

| In Maroh 1053, the Bastern Depariment of the Poreign Miniswry
|was entrusted to Dr.0tto BREUTIGAMM, ons of the higher offiociels
in the former ministry of ROSBNBERG., BREU./IGAMM had started his
career in-ths o0ld Poreign Winistry. After the RIBBEWXOP-MOLOTOV
Ggroesment; when the number of German Corsulatea in the USSR wae
increased. BREUTIGAMM weas sp pointed Consul Gersral in TIFLIS.

On the outbreak of the German-Eyssian war, he went over %o
ROSENBERG's ministry, and later dacame a liaiscn between this
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ninistry eand the (KM (Chief Command of land Porces). In the war
Jears ne adhered 30 the ‘colonial® solusion, ard supporsed
a8 strivinge of the Jeneral 3taff for the creation of mtiomal
military formasions of the PoWs from the Red Army.

At BREUTIGAME's zide, prof. §srs~d von MEEDE sntered the
Poreign Ministry. He also had been 2 close collahorator of
ROSEXBERG, and after the war acted &3 an unoffioial expert on
south- ¢qs tarn pwodleas in the freame of organisation work carried
o by tue British authorities of socupation in Germany, During
the v he was believed 10 Ve a supporter of the idea of dismemder.
ing of the Soviet Union. At preseént, he stands at the head of
the Section for Political Refugees from Oentral amd Bastern Burop .,

{ Thase two recent appointments prove thet the official machinery

/ of the BONN Govermment had acquired some new sections whioh,
oconsidering their nersonnel. oan hardly be sonsidered as existing
Tor the purpose of registering only.

The sppointments coiiuide with the extersion of ths ailitwxry
apparatus whioh, although still not offiocial, is growing in
strength. 0ff1oially, BLANK's office gives its aitention to
the problems of preparation and organisation; »ut _1in its shade
serjous studies are already conducted dy an enlarged rosearch
team dirscted dy General IBHLEW and Jolonel (Genera) ?) HEREEE, @
The progress o6t thase studies undoubiedly FoEMPLE thHe S1¥ilian

depar thente t0 switoh over from the woRk of limited observation

towards practicsl activities,

The selection of personnel, whether acocidental or made on
par pose, would indicate that a cexrtein divisjon of tacks has
been decided:

1 1. The sphere of research on sastern problems would 24ill remain
\\ in tho hands of °*DEUTSCHE GE3BLISCHAPT I'OR OSTEUROPAKDNNE®,

which now may expect a larger support from officiael circles
is nore Y1na

in BONN, In the first pluce, n noinl seaistsnce will

\ | Be obt ainod but anothsr cleim 18 that the muterinls prepared
by the Society ahculd be treated not merely as theoretical
contributions but as authoritativy commenta. lonsidoring the

|
|




CPYRGHT

L4

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP83-00423R000800350004-1

-
e

psraonal relatsionships besween the mepdbers of the Society on
ons band, and functionaries ar officérs belonging to the
newly organised sections of the Forpign Ministry or to the
molens of the General Staff - on the other, 1t may safely be
Jresumed that both points will bo ‘sasisfactorily settled,
In this way, the *DRUTSCHE GBSELISCHAPT FR OSTEUROPAKUNDE#
is taking up the ssme which between the World Wers
had delonged to the "DEUTSCHE GESBLLSCHAPT 2T STUDIUM OST.
\ EUROPAS®, 1initiated by Prof. HOBTBCH.

2, The practioca) policy 1s %o be taken over by the Poreign Mini.
8try and - with respect to speoisl guesiions - by the German
General Staff, now under organisation. This marks = most sub.
stantial change from the political point of view; until now,
the activity of the BONN @overmmont in this sphere was limited
either to the registering of certain developments or to the
oné-sided campaigns of the ministries of LUKASCHEK and KAISER,
which gave their sole attention %o the mroblems of depor teesg,
expellees and refugees from the easy,

This fundamental reorganisation 1s now taking place. If after
this year's Parliamentary elections Chancellor ADENAUER w1l
Teuain at the head of hig Cobinet, a further development of
this apparstus, ‘based on the division imMo research and practical
policy sections, should be expected.

On such a background the new ¢astern dootrine of Germany will
be shaped as a resultant of iwo tendencien:

(a) STAUPPENBERG's ogramme, with all ite libu-al-Chriatian;(?)
combinetiona, /L 5. 1217

(b) the revised *colbnial® programme of ROSENBBRG., referring
o the treditional @oncepts of MITTELBUROPA or to the
Sastern concepts of the old General Sgarf.

Both these programmes had for their principle the necessity
of weakening Russia, which 1n practice means a tendency to the
partition of © -, ‘the Soviet Union. At the moment when this
18 drought to the effect, the RAPALLO polioy may again ratse
its head, in acoordance with the Oopinion - expressed also by

Chancellor ADBYAURE(- that the RAPALLO policy is possible Y5
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the periods of Ruseia's wesknesa., In such a case, the region
of Central and Eaatern Europe would de cast for the part of

an instrument in the hands of German polilcy, serving to tip
the balance of forcee to the benefit of Germany. ;] :

A victory of the opposition in the elections might 2top
tHe present procees of shaping of the German political line
with rarard to the cast. The German 3ocialistis, who would
constitute the section with a decileive influence in a new

- goverrmental coalition, et present have a very slight experience

in eastern politics. Their own apparatus working on these
problems, is swall, and the participation in the studies and
research run by “DEUTSCHE GBSELILSCHAPT PR OSTEUROPARKUNDE®

i® glmost none. (On the list of SBocial-Democratic mrofessors
and scientiets recently publigshed by the *HHEINISHE MERKUR™,
there 12 not a eingle neme of any man engaged in eaatern
research). Aleo, no harmony exists between the Socialist
Per+ty and the rew German Gerersl Staff ubder organisation.
Pinally, the Socialist Party is making attempts to win over

the GBHE fraction for the planned future goalition (the Party
of deportees, expellees and refugees). Consegquently, the Socieci-
ists are compelled to concessions in favow of the trend of
"limited™ political aims, which often causes the impreassion
of a restralned revisionist t‘!denuy in their pudbiic statemants
ard actions.

Under these circumatances, a certain period of time would
heve to elapse befor: any more definite new tendercieas with
regard to eastern policy oould be distinguished in-the line
of a Socialist-dominated Govermment. Most probadbly, the group
of the SPD deputy WEHNER would play a part of greatest import-
ance here, since even now this group is beet prepared for tle
tasks in the gphere of eastern problems,

; i o — —
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