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7. A similar federal scheme can be successfully promoted by the UK Government
for the British Pacific Islands. It has slready created & federation of
22 NAc 1956
358

he Bpitish Pacific Islends (pre-
':Eé'a "Thése divisions of Melanesia,
; erifght compartments, because
all ovffr the Pacific have resulted

in & mixing of peopleg. Thus there xﬁ

The mid-Pacific ﬁicrcnesians aye a a

graphical boundaries of Polynesi

xture of Polyneslan and Mongollan. The
ut many of them possess a Polynesilan
strein which {s sometimes yefy gfrong. The little island-group of Rotuma,
although part of the Crowxl Fiji, i Polynesisn with a strong Mon-
golian stréin. A

& /borrawed words and expressions from one
English and other European languages have borrowed
Aves.

anothet, in the same y
and Sfbill borrow among th

Thére eré a’ umbei"{;f simijarities In the life and soclety of the Pacific
oplesf e bobfc mantiods several of them In ite pages. (1. Breadfruit
e tbmmod th¥oughout the Pacific Islands. Plg is a desirable

“Tor/Christmes.)
Most of t.hse&Faeific l‘.éanda remaln undeveloped economlcally. Primitive
life is stfll prevailing in meny of the communities which the tourist agents
describe as V1dyll 6f the South Seas". 8ince they are under different admin-
istrations, their development cannot be uniformly progressive. They still
lack in connmnica.tions and mutual combects. (2. A letter posted. in Moscow
reaches sometimeé Suva earlier than one posted at Raratonga. )

The United Kingdom Government is now actively Interested in the promotion

of a Caribbean federation consisting of Trinided, Tobago, Barbados, Jamaice
including Windwerd and Ieeward Islands. The continental UK territories

that were Invited to Join the Federstion-British Guiana and British Honduras--
seen to be not very enthusiastic for this scheme Ffor ressons of thelr own.
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Central Africe. East Africen Federation i1s on the move. Why not a South
Pacific Federation under the eusplces of Britain? (3. Cook Island: Area
100 sq miles; Pop. 15,000. Products: ecitrus, pineapples, tomatoes.
Gllbert & Ellice Island: Ares 375 sq miles; Pop. 40,000. Products:
Pendenus palm. New Hebrides: Area 9,700 sq miles; Pop. 47,000. Products:
cocoe, coffee, bananas, suger cane, orange, Kaurl pinme. Niue: Area 100 sq
mlles; Pop. 4553. Products: bananas, kumalss. Solomons: Area 11,500 sq
miles; Pop. 90,000. Products: rubber, sweet potatoes, pine apples, bananas,
gold. W. Samoa: Area 1133 sq. miles; Pop. 70,000. Products: bsananas,
citrus, cocoa. There are other French and US possessions in the South West
Paclfic. All the islands without exception export copra and concas [Eic 5
conch (7 )_7 shell. The tota¥population of all Pacific Islands is less

than s million and the population of the British Pacific Islands is sbout
half a million. Fiji ares 7045; pop. 33,000; Products: gold, mangenese,
sugar, pineepples, bananss, etc. Tonga: Area 269; Pop. I7,000: Product:
bananes . ) :

Smaller insular territories by becoming part of a bigger federation of

thelr own become stronger as links in a chain. This will help them to break
their sheckles of isolation and loneliness. It will open the gateway for
brogress and advencement through the greater mutual contact, communication and
education.

FiJ1l, New Hebrides, Solomons, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Cook, Phoenix

and others including the smaller groups like Fanning, Tokelsu, Santa Cruz,
Mashiki, etc. may be included in this South West Pacific Islands Federation.
Other territories like Samos, Tonga and other groups may also be invited to
Join. It is & viable scheme.

A federal government consisting of these territories can be expected to

take a greater and abiding interest in their economie, socisl and cultural
progress. A government by the people for themselves has no other axe to
grind. It can afford to pay good salaries for real experts to advise and
gulde them. At present most of the island sdministrations find it difficult
to keep proper experts to serve them. For s small government it is too
expensive.

The federal govermnment will need guidance for a long time to come, And
there 1s no other country better sulted than the United Kingdom with its
vast experience in colonial asdminlstraton and good government. It has
developed several backward colonles to full gelf government even in the so-
called "darK' continent. It 1s now supplying the senior officers for the
administration in most these island territories. It can still do the same
sexrvice.

All these territories need economic development. Raln fall is plenty. The

soil is very rich in most of the territories. Most of the economic crops

have not been introduced to many of the islands. The exceptions are Fiji

which produces sugar and Semos which produces cocoa. -Banenas have been

recently introduced to these 1slands to cater for the market in New Zealend.
There are vast tracts of land where coffee, rubber, tea and several other
tropical products can be successfully grown. An overall scheme for the
development of these islands, eliminating overlapping, and probing into new
avenues, can be undertaken only by & federal government which can cormsnd
respect In Wall Street and City to railse necessary money for capital expenditure.

Though there 1s no scope for big irrigation schemes, yet there are possi-
bilities for emaller schemes to bring more land under cultivation. Phosphate s
gold, menganese are already mined in great quantities. Iron, copper and zinc
are found in the main island of the Fiji group. Proper survey has not been
made even in the most economically advanced colony in these territories.

When the work is undertaken it may reveal further mineral wealth.
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A federal govertment can do a great deal which is not being done today.
It can teke greater responsibility and do things efficiently. It can
venture in bigger schemes of development. -

1If these smaller territoriles get themselves attached to bigger countries,
they can expect only Cinderella's treatment for they are small and can be
ignored easily. Unless the bigger units find something for their own
edvantege in them (in the small outlying islands) they will not get any
extra special treatment needed for thelr lifting up. And for the tropical
islands of the Pacific there 1s no country nearby which hes a population
recially or culturelly or in any other vay similar to them to get them-
selves incorporated as a part of the bigger country.

The world war has shown that the islands people would not be left to
their idyllic life of loneliness. 1f even the guns may not roar near
them, the economy of the modern world is such that they have to seek out-
gide contacts for their own better living. The principal cesh crop is .
copra and they have to sell it to the world merket. World price trends
effect them more deeply than others for most of the islanders depend on
this only cash crop.

They have acqulred new tastes and wants. And for these they want good
prices for their produce. Only a government of their own can plan and
investigate alternatives to the present dependence on the prices of &
single crop. Outeide sdministrations can only think of giving some doles
during the period of depression.

The South Pacific Federation belng & upion of maritime colonies, can raise
& good navy. Some of the iglenders like the Fijlens have shown their met-
tle during the world wer. The reputation of thelr young men in Meleya is
very high. Gilven proper guidance and tralining, the islands people can give
& formideble navy though small.

19. UK raised an efficient and powerful army in Indie which stood in gocd

21.

22.

23.

gtend in the world wers and earlier. It was readily availeble on the
European theatre when the bugle of war was sounded on the banks of the
Rhine. A navy of the Pacific Islands Federation can play & similer if not
better part on the Southwest Pacific.

Britain is principally & see power. And so she can essily build a navy
in the Federation which can be counted as 2 fortress in defense of the

South West Pacific. Like the anclent Sri Vijayas of the Indies or the Malta
of the medieval ages, the federation can play & historical role.

Fiji being a part of the Federation and also being the most sdvanced in
the group can be expected to play & mejor part In the scheme. The Federa-
tion will not inherit such swkwerd problems as the "reclal dilemms in
FiJi" which appesrs to be & bugbear to some raclal fireraisers. The
Indien commnity which mey become & mejority community in course of years
if the present raclal rate of growth is maintained, w11l have to become
only a minority in the Federstion. Obthers--people of Kava and Taro--will
be in the majority. They are closely related to each other raclally as
well as culturally.

Inauguration of the Federation will be a golden opportunity for the islands
people to grow under proper guidence in thelr own way end genius not losing
their valuable traditions and customs. UK hes been helping these people
individually to good govermment. Now she must come forward to help them
%o live together.

The Federation can gtand on its own legs after a few years of help and

assistance. The investors who are now shy to invest in little Fiji or a

tiny Semoa or the small Solomons may become really interested in the
¢-0-N-P-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
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Federation for it will consist of several territories and greater scope
for their economic sctivity. These territories, though surrounded by
vest sheets of water, still import canned fish, prawn end other ses pro-
ducts. If proper training ls given in deep sea fishing, these can become
an exporter of fish. Now the Japanese travlers are slovly entering the
Pecific waters. The potentielities are great and it can take additional
population when developed. The average population of these iglands ls
less than the averege population of Fiji. The latter has only 45 per
aquere mile.

The Pacific Islands Monthly, a publication from Sydney has pleaded for
"Jnited Samoa mow" in en interesting editorial last Jamuary. I Join
with 1t and plead for a United Pacific Federatlonmw for betterment of
the Islands people. They are not stepping out of thelr infancy, and
entering adolescence. They must be put together and taught together for
self-government and advancement under the tutelage of UK, '

In less then a century the Fijlan has sdJusted himself to a revolution

in thought, hebit end sociasl conditions greater than the people of Burcpe
underwent in 1,000 yesrs. The transition is still incomplete and one of
the great problems is now to find a wey of ensuring that the Fijlen is not
called upon to sacrifice too much of his traditionel way of life and his
own splendid character in the struggle %o meet the competitive conditions
of today.

. This spplies to other islanders also. The best solution ias to put them

together under the guidence of the guardian who has brought them to ado-
lescence from infancy.

Though these islanders possese some common traditions, they do not have

any developed langusge. Hence English (not pidgin) cen be made the len-
guage of the people in course of years. Fijl has shown that 1t is possible.
At lesst English can be kept as the offlclal laenguage. Since these people
live between English speaking peoples (Americans and Canesdlans on the Eest
end Australisns end New Zealanders on the West and South), it will be an
advantage to them to adopt English as thelr own.

The presence of Indians in FiJi is & blessing %o the indigenous Fijians.
Todiens from Indie were brought from Indis under indenture system in early
nineties and the first decade of this century to work in the Eurcpean
owned estates in Fiji, ss the local Fljiens were not £it to work as they
were (6o) primitive then. .The presence of Indlens who are also of their
color gave them the confidence that they could master the modern arts and
gclence provided they were given the proper guidance and training. And
UK heeg ably fulfilled this trust. ‘

The federal territories can be developed at least to the level of Hawail.
Unless these territories are close together and work togeth‘e’? under a com-
mon administration of their own they cannct expect appreclable lmprovement
in their economic status and welfare. Here is an opportunity for UK.

- end -
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