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STAT

En Bieckmg Has Appomtmem‘

By Don Oberdorfer *

. "ln.ﬁ\lns.lm PmiStaIPdet
hast September veteran diplomat
Morton I Abramowitz was offered:
the choice post of assistant secretary
of state for East Asian and Pac:ﬁc
affairs, the top Asian policy job in
the government. He ‘was’ naturally
_pleased——but he had enexmes who

werenot. .

‘Partly because of thexr polmcal

N and bureaucratic opposition, his ap- |-

pointment did not develop, and he
was selected instead in early October
-to be U.S. ambassador to Indonesia..
President  Reagan . himself tele-;
phoned the offer, Abramow1tz ac-.
cepted. - e o
But thhm a few weekq, dlsap-?_
pointing word was mysteriously re-
~ ceived from Jakarta that the Indo-
nesian government preferred that he

not be named.
A statement 1ssued yesterday in

"the name of Secretary of State Al-!

exander M; Haig Jr, announced with
_regret that Indonesia will not accept
‘this “truly outstandmg Foreign Ser-
vice officer,” thus ringing down the
curtain on six months of agonizing
uncertainty for Abramowitz, and.
quite possibly presaging the end of a
‘ 22 -year diplomatic carcer. = .-
. What happened to Morton Abra-
mothz is an extraordmary ‘episode,
_even for unusual times, illuminating
-a netherworld of intrigue that has
. affected several ‘Reagan diplomatic

nommations, as well as the torturous 1

_pace at which a number of key per-
‘sonnel decisions have beén made. -
Though he was backed by Haig
_and at times personally approved by
Reagan; Abramowitz was opposed

not- by.outsiders but by enemies|

‘within the administration itself.

Ammong ‘their most?. important
" weapons-in this effort was an anon-
ymous and confidential paper, much
of it-inaccurdte, which was prepared
by: military officers, reportedly with’
-the- help. of Abramowitz’s former
Cm Station chief at a post abroad, in
 an-effort to stop Abramothz’s nse
within the administration.” |
—After Reaganiand his' senior as-
* gistants:.decided!to mominate- Abra-
mothz, as-ambassddor to Indonesia,
"the < internal - paper mysteriously
. found its way to the top rank of the:
Indonwan government” and "ulti-
mately into the bands of colummst
derson. . ri ;
'I‘he document apparently played
‘a role in Jakarta’s decision, conveyed
i’ preliminary terms last November
“and in final terms two weeks ago,
‘not. to accept Abramothz as US.
ambassador. -
Another shadowy aspect of the
case, prominent in reporters’. ques-
tions about it at the State Depart-
ment yesterday, is “the rehgxon an-
. gle.™ Abramowitz is Jewish, and In-
. donesia is a predommately Islamic,
country. Despite rumors that’ this
‘affected Jakarta’s decision, - both
State Department spokesman Dean
Fischer and Abramowitz himself, in,
a terse statement yesterday, said the
Indonesians never conveyed an m-]
dication that religion was a factor.
Abramowitz, 49, has amassed one !

H
1
'

i

of the most outstanding records in |

the active U.S. diplomatic service,
most of it involved with Asia. Among
“other things, he served in Taiwan
and Hong Kong, as political adviser i
to the chief of the U.S. forces in the |
Pacific, as the Pentagon’s senior spe- ‘

" cialist on Asian affairs and, in the |

\bassador to Thailand, Abramowitz

-tmg\.ushed Federal Servize. At the
. same time, though, his bl\nt manner

" and positions earned hxm the enmity

cially vulnerable in connection with,

three years precedmg his ‘travail, as’
US. ambassador to Thailand.
Both in the Pentagon and as am-.

received awards for unusually effec-
‘tive service, including the prestigious |

: Joseph C. Wilson Award for achieve-

ment in diplomatic affairs, and last
year the President’s Award for Dis-

“and some of his bureaucratic moves

of some officials, . 3
Abramowitz was considered espe-

“Reagan administration posts because’
of a long friendship with Richard C.
‘Holbrooke, the Carter administra-
tion’s assistant secretary of state for
Asian affairs, who is anathema to
many conservatives. The two men,
though friends, did not always agree,
and Abramowitz had many admirers
‘who disliked Holbrooke. ,
" Abramowitz remained in Bangkok )
for seven months after the onset of
the Reagan sdministration. When he |
‘was replaced in that post last August-
the word was around-that he was
likely to be nominated as ambassa- |
dor to the Philippines, in part be-;
cause President Ferdinand Marcos is:

said to have personally expressed his

admiration for Abramowitz and his/{.
interest in his appointment. - -

In mid-September, back in Wash— !
ington, Haig had decided to replace
his assistant secretary for Asian af-|
fairs, John H. Holdridge, and. t01
offer him the eémbassy in the thl-'
ippines. It was Haig's idea, accm'dm«H
to several knowledgeable sources,:
that Abramowitz would move to the:
top Asian affairs job, where his com-;
bination of experience and bureau-!
cratic toughness was h\gh on Haxg’sx
qualifications list. '

After Abramowitz was offered and

-accepted the job in conversations ;
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w1th an- aide to HM%V%H)E,W Rele

* léfked to ‘conservative: cireles "in
Washingtorrand to the press, setting
off alarms-from. longstanding ene-
mies. a5-well as some Republicans
‘who conmdered hlm too close to the

An unsxgned Oct 1 paper headed
“Pomt ‘Paper’ on Morton Abra-
mowitz” was one result of this alarm.
Stamped “confidential,” it described
Abramowitz as a person whose “po-
litical philosophy is akin to McGov-
ern, Muskie ..and . Mondale” and
whose wife had been a staff aide of
Muskie, McGovern and Carter.

" In fact, Abramowitz is considered

by most who know him to be a |/

-tough-minded ‘conservative in inter-
-national affairs. His wife,, ‘Sheppie, .
worked for about a year as an aide to-
‘then-Sen. .Edmund -S. Muskie ‘in-
1970, but reportedly dld not workj
for the other two. * S

The: document also descnbed

;'Abramothz g “the architect? jof
US. troop withdrawal from South
Korea, a course he publicly and pri-
vately opposed until President Car;.

. tér adopted it as a policy of his ad-

- ministration. It also claimed, erto-

- neously, that Abramowitz “worked

very-hard” to provide dxplomatlc rec-
ognition and “a massive foreign -aid

program” to Vietnam.- - = .., o

The_ duthorship of the memoran-

“dum has not ‘been definitely estab-- -

lished. A senior administration” of
ficial familiar with ‘it said: “As- ‘best

we mwmm. not
out of the White ” and that

this impression had subsequently |
been confirmed by high-level Statee

Department inquiries.

t is widely reported in pohcy cxr-'

cles that one of the most promment
opponents of Abramowitz’s elevation

was retired Gen. Richard G. Stilwell,

onceUS. mi commander in
South Korea, later a transition and
_Natlonal Secunty Council consultant
to the Reagan team and currently
deputy undersecretary of defense for
policy. Stilwell is currently in South
Korea, and sent word through an
aide yeste'rday that he had “nothing
to do- thh” the opposmon to Abra-
mow1tz.

‘sending a Jewish ambassador to an
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A oo widely Feored b
“be mvolved is Daniel C. Arnold, who
was.CIA station chief in Bangkok for
abouf-a year dunng Abramiowitz s
tenitite as ambassador. Amold is con-
sidered very close to Gen.. Chamanan
K_napgsak, who was ousted as Thai
prime minister-.in -February, 1980,

_while Abramowitz was U.S. ambas-_
sador and reportedly felt lack of U.S.

support was part of the cause. :
~Amold said yesterday that he and

they.worked together, but that they

turn to Bangkok as a private consul-
‘tant after retiring from the CIA.
ast- November, Arnold registered
-with-the Department of Justice as a
paid agent of the Thai govemment
with a $50,000 initial retainer. :
~ A friend of both men, who asked
not to be named, said Arnold had’
told him last fall that “we are getting:
up a ‘memo” to stop . AbramcL_tz,
and that it was being sent in a hurry -
to the White House. AArnol
helping to dralt such-a memo, but
| said he did help to “check out” ques-
 tions about Abramothz on requwt
ed friends. - - -
A third person, who acknowledged
that he-opposed Abramowitz for the.

“top Asian job, is’ ‘Ray Cline. of the
. ‘Center for Strategic and Internation-
- al Studies at Georgetown University.
But' he said he knew nothmg of an
_opposition memo. - . .-

In the face of opposxtxon to Abra-
~mowitz and a.threat by Holdridge to
_resign rather than go to .Manila,

Haig dropped his -plan .for this
switch. However, questions had been
‘raised at the White House. about
. Abramowitz in the process, partic-
ularly for the post in the Philippines
“where there are large U.S. military
bases and military interests, .

- A White House personnel official
lS credited by insiders with suggest-

Ing that chhael H. Armacost, who: -
- was preparing to go to Indonesia but]

‘who had good relations with the U.S.;
‘military, be sent to Manila, and that.
"Abramowitz be sent to Indonesia.
Apparently there was no consider-
_ation of the potential problem  of

Islamic country.

In. the. first week of October, the
‘switch was decided. Reagan, despite
the  “point. paper” “against Abra-
mowitz and_a_White House doci-

Abramowitz had “no problem” when

“quarreled in late 1980 over his re-

enied |

00914 BR0B HAOAHRHenAnt to -Jakarta
- ,and late that month formally asked

Abramothz by telephone, to take

‘the job. 7"

Indonesians were “atfirst puzzled

and then unhappy at the switch. In

‘November the retiring U.S. ambas-
‘sador, Edward E. Masters, was told
:by a high Indonesian official that the
country’s leader, President Suharto,

‘preferred that Abramowitz not be:

. sent. Later it was reported that-Su.:

‘harto_had been given a ‘copy of ani

antl-Abramomtz paper believed to
hUVhlte House document. -~
: Top "US. officials waited umtil

;January :before __taking  direct

_steps—a letter and telephone mll]

“from Haig to” Indonesian Foreign

-Minister K. Mochtar. However, the

: Indonesian responded that “the well .

- has been poisoned”.and Abramoxitz

i could not be accepted.

- Besides mention of the paper, In-
-+ donesians have given no clear rezson
“‘for their attitude. Reports that

‘reached the State Department and

. Capitol Hill suggested-that the In-

. donesians, -among other objecnom.

-were concerned by advice from.

‘someone in Thaxland that Abra- .

mowitz “xmght try to run your coun- -

.try.” There 'is also an unconfirmed .

. report, heard by a well-informed pri- !

:vate cmzen, that “the Jewish angle® ;

.came up in. conversatlon mth the

'Thals S

- Hoping that the obJectxors would

-clear up, and eucouraged by some
" hints to that effect, Haig waited |

“until April to propose . Abramossitz |

formally to Jakarta as U.S. ambas-:
sador. Though Haig sent the formad:
proposal with what is described s
~ an -unusually strong - endmsemen‘-‘-"
the Indonesians replied early this
month that they would not aocept. -4
Haig’s statement. yesterday .pes*
gretted this action and praised Abrk-=
mowitz. “There has never boen. 0y
question in ‘'the president's x mind o
my own that he was an eX
choice for the post in Jakm %‘
statement said. - *Zaw: by '”‘
After. readmc ﬁthm PNM
spokesman Fischer atided: “Whet w4
are faced with noshiwan’ ew“m“‘”"
of the possibility of. anothes- SR
assignment for Ambassaos AR
" i f B
‘mowitz.” However, no new o a 3
sight for the diplomat whe ¥
vaulted toward the top, sy % 5
from the arrowa of \nww“ ‘W
nents. . R
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