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ol heto loove ¢ then jre eded to ;l'mhington, BuCa fop temporary
duty n~1 eg ‘Xcead 30 daun, On Capleion o~ 'hosmonlxy duty he
Froe wdod 1o . ' : L
etoticn Frtherized apnt g *he aforesaig orders.  The d,n;@ndentia, in
the meaniine, hag renained in San Mego, the Flace of Tesldence, ana

I walt iy completion of the “ployeelts home leave and th'!porﬂry

25X1A

2. The apleoyeety dependentg ¥ere authoriged tramportaﬁon at
Bovernnent SXronge from Sar Diego to ﬂ: Klternatg nodeg

of trovel were avthorized ey the , °resald travel cpg. » Tanely,
trave! Uy alr or VeBBel., Iffope “ore made to ehlain ripas clase
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Uner heticon lan Hege, Californi, an Ag-
ecrdin: to the Chlef of the }.a:ssen::f:z- et Branch

TIBEI ALl one gere Teriested an the Pelta Line 821 Lins frvem Yew Orleang
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af'ter foptcterp. The Chics, Fassenger
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Lo jirocure TeServehiong vig alr. 0On the bavig of the f‘wegoing facts,
Juii have inpired whelhop ¢aLloyoe and his devendemig should he held

Lo the cort of travel by aix‘plane, 1 14 44 lovar «. the Ooveriment.
thum the ¢ g ol travel uy vessel, cr npy the >

fex the girs o0 travel by vessel ovop the moat din
at the tin., B e
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eccnomleal urunlly traveled route. ‘Travsl by other routes may
be allowed when the of ficial necessity therefor iz satisfacterily

estahblished.

v10, Indirect-route travel. = In case a person travels vy an
indirect~route for his om poroonal convenierice, the extra expanse
will be borne by himscli and reimbureezent for expences will be
bared only on such charzes as lere actually lncurred, neot to ex-
cend shat weuld have been incurred by the mout sconouical usually

vraveled routee®

e Travel under the above paragraphs ie reqiircd te be by the
reoe'L coonomical uswally trzveled cutherized ticketed route or one e ual-
izivg the cort thereof. It is spparen: that any eltcepticns must he Justie-
2ied on the basie ol of ficial nocessity, or the cost is attributabis to
the employes. Tnersfores, 1f an myployee ar hie dependents travel by an
indirect=route for thcir convenicence, the employce will be reimbursed
oniy to the cxtent of the charges that wovld have beei incurred by the
qort cononical usurlly S aveled route. Employees ard their dependenta
are authericzed to travel by cither air or vessel, and in the event travel
by air ls in cxcess of travel by vescel the excess 1s allowable without
resard to the comparative costs of transportation by aireraft with cther
moces of traneportaticn. (Act of June 23, 1938, 52 Stat. 983}

€, Illustrative of the above principle is 18 Comp. Gen. 971, wherein
it «ae held that uprn a change of ~tation the employee®s dejendents may
procede, accompany, or follow him to hic new post, and velmbursement of -
the expense cf the travel is limit-d to the cost of travel over the direet
o in ihat case the femily accompanied the enployee frounl
upon change of station with erders to pregesd
vig SashinclLofly Lsbe larpose of consultaticn in the Department of
Stete. [t appesared that the dependents could hzve traveled from the old
4o the new pott via New Orleans st e lesser cost Lo the Governuent. It was,
therciore, held that travel by the vessele cf the Delta Lino was more dirsct
and econcmicnl than that via any other svailable rotute and, thercfore, the
<ravel throuch that line was censilered as establishing the shortest ugval-
ly trnveled rcute hetween the points involved.

-

¢. The Comptroller has also had occasion to comment on the employeste
ripght to make altcrnate arrangements where travel is not reasonably availe
avle via the mert economical usually traveled rottc. In 18 Comp. Cem. 973,
queting from the syllebus, it was helds '

25X1A "ihere the rervices of a Foreign Service clevk ar urgently needed

at hir new port of duty in I and vessuls of the Delta Line via
iew Orleans - %he moct economical usually t.raveled route between the
pointe involved - are not available for firsteclace minimm accouss -
datlons cxcept at a time which would delay arrival for several day®
over that of trzvel via the port of New Tork, travel via the latter
port ig authorized notwiti:standing the addliional exjense irvolved,
but mere eariier arrival weuli nob of itpelf excuse a failure to
prait Mirste-clsss mindmun accommodations via New Orleane.
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"ghether the route via the port of Wew Orleans, « the route
vin New York, & uld be uced in conncetion with official travel of
‘Qar"n Cervice persomnel betnesn southern peints in the United

tabet, poLts in_ countries to ports on
L»,c east coart of m or vice versa, may not be doclded
rener.lly, tho rou o be useG Yeing for determination from the
¢ reunstenceg and compavative ecsts of oach fndividual cave.®

7. It ir to be nebed ‘hat the above decision was restricted to a
coneidernticn of the offfclsl factors which would serve to ,,' =1Ly the
mmplovee selucting a r"c{r of truavel cther than the -ne initially indfcated,
It ic dafflewlt Lo percclve Lo vhat smamler an offielal juestiflcation can
g atvinced e avtherize an alternate male of travel fery the benefit of

an emplovee'c dependonto, 4 canmot be urged that their precence at the
nomn S ’.: cgrential or neceesary in the Antorest of ihe Govermmunts
L1t hou it le degiranrle that an comployee and his dependanis travel to-
pethiry T4 freg it follow thet in erdur bte actileve thir result that the
geeese costs be Yerne by the Geveroment.

3, It ir the cpinion ol this olfiee, therelorc, that the caployee
and ~ir dependente shouls be noid Lo the cort of travel by eirplane from

3
tan Ticre, Calivornia to *L—mmmch as 1t was the
@mout dircet rovte gvailcbhle at Che .
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